GEELONG
FAMILY HISTORY
GROUP

THE PIVOT TREE
April 2022

GEELONG FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
PO Box 1187, Geelong, Vic 3220
Website: https://geelongfhg.com/
Email: geelongfhg@gmail.com
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Research Officer
Membership Officer
Pivot Tree Editor
Pivot Tree Mailman
Committee Members
Webpage Manager

Michael Menzies
John Stewart
Susie Zada
geelongfhg@gmail.com
Bob Jordan
John Stewart
Susie Zada
geelongfhg@gmail.com
Marg Frewin
frew1@tpg.com.au
David Wilson
David Cook, David Wilson, Don Mackinnon, Marg
Frewin
Susie Zada

Yearly Subscriptions (Due 1st July – includes GST)
Joining Fee (for NEW members only)
Single membership (Digital Pivot Tree)
Joint membership (Digital Pivot Tree)

$10.00
$20.00
$23.00

Family History Groups (No joining fee applicable)
Includes digital copy of the Pivot Tree

$20.00

Pivot Tree – single issue – digital only
(Date of issue to be specified)

$5.00

The Pivot Tree
Our journal is issued 4 times per year, free to all financial members.
Research Fees (Non-member)
Basic research
$20 plus out of pocket expenses eg. photocopying
Additional research Fee by negotiation
Please complete the research form on our website

For information on the GFHG’s bank details, GFHG Research Files search
(open to Members & Non-members) or the Member’s Discounted Research
Service please see inside back cover.

MAGAZINE OF THE
GEELONG FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
April 2022

ISSN 08157111

No. 153

CONTENTS
Meeting syllabus …………………………………………………
John Lamph aka Jack Lamph ……………………………………
Kidnapped! ………………………………………………………
SS 396 – Modewarre State School ………………………………
A Tasmanian pioneer and a Geelong connection ………………..
Ann Ethelenda Ralph …………………………………………….
James Ford Strahan (1819-1875): An early Geelong pioneer ……
It’s a weird, wired world …………………………………………
A novel case ……………………………………………………..
AGRA podcasts ………………………………………………….
Geelong Infirmary & Benevolent Asylum annual reports ……….
A Burnley boy at Geelong in 1944 ……………………………….
Periodical Source Index (aka PERSI) ……………………………
Tips for reading old handwriting in family history documents ….
Thomas & James E. Baum ………………………………………
Gold Index – From Geelong Advertiser – Part 5…………………
Looking for Geelong Connections ……………………………….
Member Services ………………………………………………....
GFHG Research Files Search …………………………………….

1
2
8
10
13
15
17
19
21
22
23
25
27
28
29
34
38
39
40

Contributions relating to Geelong & District families / local history for
publishing in the journal are most welcome.
Material may be mailed to the Editor via the Group’s post office box or
emailed (preferably in Word format) to the Editor.
The Group does not hold itself responsible for any statements made or
opinions expressed by contributors to this journal.
Front cover: Market Square, Geelong 1856
Source: State Library of Victoria: http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/69343

GFHG MEETING SYLLABUS
Time:

7.30pm – 4th Wednesday of the month [except Public Holidays
when meetings are held on 3rd or 5th Wednesday – see below]

Location: Belmont Library,
163 High Street, Belmont (Geelong)
Ample parking available at side of Library (Enter via Roslyn Rd)
Meetings have recommenced at the Belmont Library with COVID safe
precautions in place. Current COVID requirements for physical attendance at
meetings include:
 You must be DOUBLE VACCINATED
 MASKS must be worn in the meeting room/library
 NUMBERS within the meeting room are limited
 BOOKINGS are essential.
Members are requested to keep an eye out for the meeting email which will
document the latest requirements.
For those who are unable to attend in person, the meeting will also be available
online via Zoom. Please see your meeting notice email for Zoom access details.
DATE
25 May
22nd June
27th July
th

24th Aug
28th Sep
26th Oct
23rd Nov
28th Dec

SPEAKER
John Stewart
MyHeritage
Cheryl Baulch

SUBJECT
Trove – it’s not just newspapers
French research and MyHeritage
Surf Coast resources for Family
History research
National Archives of Australia
Annual General
Meeting plus Darren resources for Family History
Watson
research
TBA
Shannon Sutton
Australian War Memorial
resources for Family History
Research
Member’s Christmas Short presentations from
night
members.
No meeting
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JOHN LAMPH aka JACK LAMPH
3rd Great Grandfather of Doug Hille Jnr
Parents Unknown
Born 1798, Markethill, Armagh, Ireland.
Married Sarah Peck. 15th August, 1825 Launceston, Tasmania.
Died 28th March, 1838. Age 40
Of all my ancestors, John LAMPH would appear to be the one with the most
dubious character. Almost nothing is known about him before he was
sentenced to transportation for life in 1819.
Unfortunately during the Irish Civil War in 1922, most of the records held in
the Irish Public Records Office were destroyed in a catastrophic fire. A brief
look at the history of Ireland, especially around the period of John’s birth might
provide some explanation for his behaviour. From that we can make some
assumptions, ranging from safe to educated or even unsubstantiated guesses.
First of all, John was almost certainly Catholic. Tasmanian records show that at
least some of his children were baptised in the Catholic faith. Second, his name
LAMPH could have actually been DE LAMPH. Several of his descendants
have DE LAMPH as a second name, which would appear to be French.
LAMPH does not sound like an Irish name. Perhaps this can be explained by
going back to the Battle of Boyne which was fought on 1st July 1690. The
exiled King James of England, backed mainly by Irish and Scottish Catholics,
including several regiments of Catholic French troops unsuccessfully fought
the Protestant army of William of Orange who became William III, King of
England. The ramifications of this battle still affect Ireland to this day.
Probably some of the soldiers from those French regiments stayed in Ireland.
Moving forward in time to 1800, The Act of Union was passed by the British
parliament, unifying England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, bringing Ireland
totally under British rule. Irish Catholics were unable to own land, hold
government positions, carry weapons, own a horse worth more than 5 pounds,
have an education, join the army, be a member of the legal profession or vote.
Also at this time the British Government was determined to put down any
unrest in Ireland. There had recently been the War of Independence in America
and the French Revolution, so they were concerned that the many millions of
Indians under British rule might revolt.
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Two of my other direct ancestors, Hugh HOLMES and Theophilus
FEWTRELL, were both serving in the British Army to put down unrest in
southern India and Ceylon. To maintain law and order in Ireland, in 1813 Sir
Robert Peel was commissioned to form the first police force in the world. It
was in this environment that John grew up.
Was he convicted of a crime such as theft, or was he like many other young
Irish men of the time transported to Australia for activities against the British
regime? Many Irish men who tried to organise political and physical resistance
against the British were hung or sentenced to transportation to Australia to get
rid of them.
John LAMPH arrived in Hobart, Van Diemen’s Land on the ship “Castle
Forbes” at the end of February 1820 and seems to have been constantly in
trouble. As can be seen from his record below he received a total of 225 lashes
and other punishments for his misdemeanours. Several of those were for
absconding from Sunday Muster. Was this because the church service was
Protestant? The first Catholic priest, Father Philip CONNOLY, did not arrive
in Hobart until 1821. The following is a transcript from his official government
record.
12/12/1820 Neglect of duty. 14 days working for the government in his
own time.
27/11/1821 Crossing the River Derwent without a pass. 50 lashes.
29/12/1821 Stealing a watch from George Evans. Acquitted.
7/3/1822 Causing to be made known he would publicly fight and
thereby inducing several thousand convicts and other persons
illegally to assemble together causing a great affray to the
terror of King George III’s subjects by publicly fighting –
Disobedience of the orders and contempt of the authority of
the Superintendent of Police – 50 lashes and to work for two
months in the Gaol Gang.
2/9/1822 Absent from muster. To work all day for one week.
4/11/1822 Disobedience of orders. 25 lashes.
20/5/1823 from Chapel after being mustered. 25 lashes.
4/11/1823 Absconding on 20th July last and afterwards making his
escape from the colony. 50 lashes.
6/11/1823 Drunk and disorderly. 25 lashes.
23/6/1824 Absconding from Hobart Town. Ordered to work in the Gaol
Gang until information is received respecting him.
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27/7/1826 Breach of contract. ???? for the performance of his contract.
12/10/1826 Absent from muster for divine service on Sunday morning last.
Report.
9/3/1827 Idleness and being absent from his gang yesterday morning.
Work on the chain gang for 14 days.
5/3/1834 Charged by Mr. Kearney, with taking forcible possession of
his house. Dismissed.
Until his death in 1848, four years later, John LAMPH is mentioned in
Tasmanian newspaper articles no less than 144 times. In early newspaper
reports about John, “The Colonist” reported on 25th February, 1834 that John
was a partner in the Irish Harp Inn and had been granted a licence for the Brian
Boru/King of Munster Inn in Richmond which was described as “no more than
a hut with two rooms”. He would still have been under sentence at the time.
In Tasmania at that time, the Administration used an antiquated law to appoint
trusted convicts as constables. Perhaps they could be trusted to do as their
superiors wanted. These were colloquially known at the time as Janissaries,
after those in the Ottoman Empire Army. Janissary means “New Soldier”. John
LAMPH was one of those “Janissaries”.
In November 1834 there was a robbery at Ross Bridge, just north of Hobart.
John was at the time a Convict Constable, still under life sentence. Six men, all
free at the time, were charged with the robbery. One of them, Michael RICE,
had been on board the “Castle Forbes” with John when they were transported
to Van Diemen’s Land. The only current convict amongst the lot of them was
the arresting constable, John LAMPH.
RICE turned King’s Evidence and was granted immunity. On the evidence of
RICE and John LAMPH, four of the others were sentenced to death. They
maintained their innocence until their death, claiming that John had visited
RICE in goal many times and they had conspired to win John LAMPH a Free
Pardon.
So, it would seem that John’s perjury led to the death of four innocent men.
The “Hobart Town Gazette” of 20th February, 1835 recorded that John
LAMPH had been granted a Free Pardon and had been appointed as a District
Constable to Hobart Town for his part in the apprehension of the Ross Bridge
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robbers. From the court report published in the “Colonial Times” of 17th Feb.,
1835 it can be seen that Convict Constables are able to claim half of all fines
imposed which could lead to corruption and perjury.
In the next 6 months there are quite a few mentions of John in the Hobart
papers, letters to the Editor, court reports etc., all not casting John in a good
light. Then in July of 1835, John brought capital charges against four men,
claiming that they had assaulted him, attempting to kill him. Capital charges
meant that they carried the death penalty. John testified that he had been
viciously attacked by the four men. Under oath, the doctor who had treated
John, testified that John’s injuries were only a few scratches on his head. The
sitting magistrate dismissed the charges and committed John for trial on
charges of perjury. There were loud cheers in the courtroom as John was
apparently very unpopular. One newspaper of the time describes him as “the
notorious Janissary, John LAMPH”.
Inexplicably, when John was taken into custody to the gaol, he was not put in
leg irons as was customary and was allowed to sleep in the section of the Gaol
with debtors and not the felons.
On 28th August, 1835, “The True Colonist Van Diemen’s Land Political
Despatch” published the following edited criticism of the Convict Constable
system instituted by Colonel Arthur in which John LAMPH is named.
The above assertions are in every respect worthy of the Journal in which
they appeared; the system which that Journal supports, and the course of
falsehood and deceit by which that system has been upheld, to the
destruction of every interest of the Colony--moral, political, and
pecuniary. ……First, the crime of perjury had become so common, that
two successive Attorney Generals had publicly declared in the Court, that
for a few shillings, they could get evidence to convict any man in the
Colony of any crime with which they might think proper to charge him. "
The Patriots " had for years exclaimed, against the encouragement held
out to perjury by the penal laws, allowing convicts to recover penalties
for their own benefit, by laying informations and supporting them by the
evidence of other convicts, who always shared with the informer in the
fruits of their perjury. …….Judge Montagu began to set his face against
the regularly organised system of perjury, and received with great,
caution the evidence of known bad characters.
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At the last Assizes, he committed three men for perjury committed before
him, for which he received the well-merited praise of the whole
community. One of these men, who was giving his evidence for a
prisoner, still remains in gaol to take his trial ; two of them; who were
constables— one a convict, and the other emancipated for prosecuting
four men to capital conviction were discharged without trial. The latter,
whose name is LAMPH, being now free, and under the special protection
of the " terrible ones," we must be cautious how we speak of him.; but we
safely state that he has been, a well-known character for 12 years, and
that the peculiar nature of his connections afforded him great facility in
handing over all sorts of criminals to justice when he found it expedient.
However, the Public are not all satisfied of the guilt of two of the men, by
whose execution LAMPH obtained his freedom. The Judge, who
committed him for perjury must have good grounds to believe that he was
guilty — yet he is not only set at liberty, without trial, but he is by the last
Gazette, removed as a District Constable, to the District of Richmond.
The appointment of Lamph, with an undetermined charge of perjury
against him, to an office which has hitherto been deemed respectable, is
an instance of the manner in which the Authorities correct the errors of
the admirable system. By the translation of Lamph to a country district,
with the charge that is hanging over his head, Colonel Arthur has
insulted the whole Colony, and cast a deep slur on the Judge who
committed him.
John was never brought to trial for perjury and was released.
On 11th September, 1835, the “True Colonist” newspaper reported that John
had been appointed District Constable for Richmond. Then on 8th December,
1835 the “Colonial Times” reported (with tongue in cheek) in its Domestic
Intelligence column
“We understand Mr LAMPH, the gentleman constable, whom Mr Justice
MONTAGUE ordered to jail on a strong suspicion of wilful and corrupt
perjury, in a case where the lives of four men were at stake, has been
appointed to the situation of District Constable at Bream Creek, in the
immediate neighbourhood of his country estate and residence. Mr
LAMPH has been in Hobart Town on a visit for the last two months prison discipline!”
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Again, John (AKA Jack) was mentioned in “The True Colonist Van Dieman’s
Land Political Despatch” on 11th March, 1836.

The last stage of John’s life was on a farm at Bream Creek, east of Richmond
on the coast. It is there that he died at the age of 40. His death certificate does
not record the cause of his death.
After his death, the Supreme Court found that his estate was insolvent. His
farm of 320 acres known as “Lamph’s Farm” was auctioned in January 1837, a
year before he died, so the proceeds must not have covered his debts.
There are still many unanswered questions about John LAMPH, but there is
little doubt he was corrupt and deserved the contempt shown towards him.
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KIDNAPPED!
David Howard PITTOCK was the second child of Jabez Josiah PITTOCK and
Ann (nee SHARPLEY), born at Geelong in 1891. The family lived in Foster
Street, South Geelong.
On Saturday, 8th September 1900, at about 11 o’clock that morning, David,
aged 9, set out to take a message to his grandmother, Mrs Anna PITTOCK,
who lived in Chilwell. He delivered it correctly but never returned home. His
parents becoming worried eventually learnt from another boy that he had been
accosted by a woman, promising him that she would buy some cricketing
materials if he accompanied her.
In the meantime all the ponds in the neighbourhood of Mr PITTOCK'S
residence were being carefully dragged, and the banks of the river searched by
various parties. Others reported that they saw the boy going towards the
railway station with the woman. A telegram was sent by the father to the
Melbourne police, but it did not reach the city in time to be of service if the boy
was taken there. The woman was named as Lily BLOOMFIELD.
On Monday Lily, leading the child by the hand, was seen in Barrow St.
Brunswick, and a widow, Mrs O’BRIEN, taking pity on her for her miserable
appearance, asked her into her house and gave her a cup of tea. Lily stated that
the boy was her own, and that she had just tried to get him into the Salvation
Army Children's Home at Brunswick, but had found that Mrs. GLOVER was
out. Asking Mrs O’BRIEN to take care of the child till she found Mrs.
GLOVER, she left, but failed to return. Mrs O’BRIEN, then herself took the
child to Mrs. GLOVER, and left him with her. Mrs GLOVER was somewhat
complexed about what should be done. Mrs GLOVER then sent a telegram to
the boy’s parents confirming David was safe, requesting they come or send for
him at once. On Tuesday, when found at the Salvation Army quarters, he
appeared in good spirits, and none the worse for his globe- trotting.
When David was safely brought back to Geelong by his father, he related that
while he was walking through Kardinia Park, a woman named BLOOMFIELD
came up and spoke to him, and asked him if he would like to go to Melbourne.
He replied that he would, as he had relations there. She stated that she had
offered to take him to Melbourne when he was an infant, but was not allowed.
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She then asked him if he played cricket, and he said he did. "Come with me to
Melbourne," she proceeded. "It's a very nice place, and I'll buy you a cricket
bat." He went with the woman to the wharf, and accompanied her by steamer
to Melbourne. "I thought" he remarked, "it would be a nice journey, and that
dad and ma wouldn't mind." Apparently on board the vessel a foreign-looking
man joined them and they slept the night at a hotel in Flinders Street. Next day
the man disappeared. The following night was spent at the Salvation Army
Barracks.
Lily had called on Mrs GLOVER at the Salvation Army Children’s Home,
Brunswick, early on Monday but Mrs GLOVER, the superintendent, was
absent. She then called again in the afternoon and stated her name as Mary
BLOOMFIELD, not Lily, and that she had been in service at an address on St.
Kilda Road, for the past three weeks. She asked for and received her fare to
Geelong. When Mrs O’BRIEN, on bringing David to Mrs GLOVER’S, related
her story she was completely astonished.
The young woman, Lily BLOOMFIELD, aged 21, was escorted from
Melbourne by Senior Constable MALLINS and on the arrival of the steamer
‘Excelsior’ at Geelong, she was arrested on the charge of abducting the boy.
When remanded at the Police court she appeared to be weak-minded and took
no interest in the proceedings. She was remanded until Saturday, the necessary
witness not being in attendance.
Lily was taken to the Ballarat Gaol to await her trial at the Supreme Court on
the 16th October. She pleaded guilty and was remanded for sentence. His
Honour, Mr Justice A’BECKETT, remarked that there seemed to be an utter
absence of motive on the accused’s part. She had not evidently abducted the
child for the purpose of making money and in view of the fact that the
Salvation Army authorities had undertaken to take her in hand discharged Lily
into their care.
Lily stated that she had been born in NSW but whether this was correct is
unknown, as is anything else about her.
Mrs GLOVER resigned in 1906 to undertake the same type of work in
Dunedin, New Zealand.
Researched by Pam Jennings
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SS 396 - MODEWARRE STATE SCHOOL

This beautiful Modewarre School photo for the year 1932 was donated to the
Geelong Family History Group. Sadly we only have names of three of the
children:




Lloyd ALFORD – front row, last on right
Clive ALFORD – middle row, 3rd from left
Murial ALFORD – back row, 3rd from left

Can you help identify any of the other children or even the teacher in 1932?
(To enlarge the photo see: https://geelongfhg.com/2022/02/02/modewarre-ss396-1932-school-photo/
About Modewarre State School No. 396
In regard to the school’s history, Vision and realisation : a centenary history of
state education in Victoria (1) Vol. 2, p. 1014 states the following:
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Early records are much confused about the several schools in the
Modewarre area, but it appears that from the 1850s schools named
Modewarre were scattered within a few miles of the present village: there
was an Anglican School near Layard, a school on Larcomb’s Rd (the Cattle
Station School) and another at Lake Modewarre, later moved to Buckley.
The surviving School No. 396 seems to be the continuation of the Anglican
School. The Anglican School opened about 1853 with Henry RIDLER in
charge. In 1858 Mark HALKYARD, who till then had been in charge of the
Modewarre School on Larcomb’s Rd (No. 406) became HT (Head Teacher)
of 396 for about a year.
The school became a vested National School in 1859 which date is
celebrated as the foundation date of the present school. Samuel BARBER
was appointed HT on 11th of July. The origin of the building is not certain
but the Geelong Advertiser of 1862 refers to ‘the new common school at
Modewarre’. All evidence points to the building being as old as that; it has
been used continuously since.
A later record shows that by 1868 George SHUGG was HT, ‘a Dickensian
character who ruled with a rod of iron’. HALKYARD was still in the
district, as Secretary of the Mechanics Institute. SHUGG’S rule lasted into
the 1880s. A decade later the HT was C.O. DENTRY, still remembered, as
is the SM (Sewing Mistress) Emily SMITH, who served the school for over
thirty years, resigning in 1927. Pupils of that period included Fanny
ALFORD, who as Fanny BROWNBILL succeeded her husband as MLA for
Geelong at the time of the Second World War.
At a centenary celebration in 1959, two ex-pupils of SHUGG’S time were
present: Mr H. PIPER and Mrs S. SAVAGE. The old building had been
renovated and there is a steady enrolment of about a dozen children. Peter
SCHEUFFELE took charge in 1969.
In Vol. 1, p. 64 (2) of the same book, it states:
The notebooks of Mr Inspector Gilbert Wilson BROWN relate to the first
years of the 1860s. BROWN’S views on the National schools that he visited
during 1860-62 give fascinating glimpses of school life. [ … ]
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He reported some wild indiscipline. At Modewarre on 29th of March 1860:
… a general scramble was in progress. Youngsters galloping up and down
… children playing outside … 2 boys fighting … boys rise from their seats
and go to the door to see drays to past …
According to Ian Wynd’s book Barrabool: Land of the Magpie: (3)
The first school appears to have been No. 396. It was operated by
Anglicans in “a miserable hut” where John CRAMER, “capable but
somewhat foolish”, endeavoured to teach nine children. When Inspector
CHILDERS visited the area in April 1851, the inhabitants were erecting a
new school, a slab hut, thatched and floored, at a cost of £20. The new
school was expected to attract more pupils and by the end of the month
there were 28 on the roll. Later, Henry RIDLER was in charge and in
1858 Mark HALKYARD took over. In this year the handsome new brick
schoolhouse designed by SNELL and PROWSE was opened by the
Archdeacon of Geelong with full services on November 23.
If you are able to identify any of the pupils in the photo, we’d love to hear from
you – contact Susie on geelongfhg@gmail.com

SOURCES
(1) Victoria. Education Department. and Blake, L. J. Vision and
realisation : a centenary history of state education in Victoria /
general editor: L.J. Blake Education Department of Victoria
Melbourne 1973, Vol. 2, p. 1014
(2) Victoria. Education Department. and Blake, L. J. Vision and
realisation : a centenary history of state education in Victoria /
general editor: L.J. Blake Education Department of Victoria
Melbourne 1973, Vol. 1, p. 64
(3) Wynd, Ian Barrabool: Land of the Magpie, Torquay, VIC : Shire of
Barrobool, 1992, p. 96
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A TASMANIAN PIONEER AND
A GEELONG CONNECTION
Carollyn Williams
My paternal grandmother was Katye THORNE (1878-1950), the daughter of
Thomas THORNE (1849-1886), saddler and harness maker of Ryrie Street,
Geelong and Susan SABERI (1850-1919). Her grandfather was Thomas
THORNE (1824-1874), a painter of Latrobe Terrace, Geelong. Grandfather
Thomas arrived in Geelong in 1853 together with his wife Mary DAVIS and
two children aboard the Time and Truth. Two more children were born in
Geelong.
Thomas’ brother James (1832-1925) arrived in Geelong in 1860 with his wife
Mary MOGFORD (1933-1916) and four children aboard the Flying Cloud.
James went to Bendigo as a result of the gold rush and a further six children
were born at Blanket Flat near Eganstown. By the 1890s James and Mary
moved to Waratah, Tasmania where James became a shopkeeper.
The eldest daughter of James and Mary, Sarah Jane (1853-1928) married in
1875 in Bendigo Joseph William STANLEY (1839-1901). Joseph was born in
Port Phillip and as a very young child went to Tasmania with his family.

Joseph William STANLEY
(1839-1901)

Sarah Jane THORNE
(1853-1928)
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In 1854, as a teenager he came back to Victoria in response to the gold rush
where he met Sarah. Eleven children were born between 1875 and 1894; the
first four in Victoria and the others in Tasmania.
When Joseph died in 1901, his obituary gives an insight into the pioneering
days he experienced. He is buried in the Waratah Pioneer Cemetery, Tasmania.

Death of West Coast Pioneer
On February 11th died, after a long and painful illness, Joseph
William Stanley, one of the oldest pioneers of the West Coast. He
arrived in Tasmania in the year 1840, being about 2 months old. At
an early age he, with his father and brothers were engaged in getting
pine at Macquarie Harbour for Hobart, and during this time many
hardships were endured, as they had to rely on a trading boat for
their supplies; for three months the only provisions they had were fish
and game caught by themselves owing to a delay of the boat.
Previous to the year 1858, Stanley with his father and others were
compelled to make an overland journey to Hobart from Macquarie
Harbour through the virgin forest owing to their boat being wrecked
through floods etc. They had a bad time but eventually reached
Hobart after suffering terribly from exposure and want of food.
Stanley’s father died at Macquarie Harbour in 1858 and the pine
head board which was placed at his grave is today as solid as when
first erected.
In 1854 Stanley left for Victoria and the gold rush at Bendigo, where
he stayed until 1880. Since his return to Tasmania, a period of 21
years he has followed the mining industry in and around Mt Bischoff,
11 years of which he was in the employ of the Mt Bischoff Tin Mining
Company. He was much respected and leaves a widow and a large
family to mourn his loss.
North Western Advocate & the Emu Bay Times 25 Feb 1901 p.3
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ANN ETHELENDA RALPH
Ann Ethelenda RALPH, the wife of John RALPH died on 8th January 1892.
She was only 55 years old. Newspaper reports suggest that she had visited
Geelong and on her return to her home in Pettavel, she fell ill. By the time a
doctor arrived, Ann had passed away. As the summoned doctor was not her
normal doctor, he refused to sign a death certificate. As was customary, a
coroner (in this case Mr HERON PM) was consulted, but as Ann’s doctor, Dr
S. M. SMITH agreed to sign a certificate, no inquiry was necessary. The cause
of death was cited as cerebral effusion.
Ann’s funeral, officiated by the Rev. A. DITERICK, was well attended with
newspaper reports suggesting over 400 people in attendance. The funeral
procession included nearly 60 private vehicles and 25 horsemen. It was
testament to the respect with which she was held in the district.
Ann was the third death in the district in a short period of time. William and
Eleanor LUGG had also recently passed away so to commemorate the three
well respected members of the community, a memorial service was held on the
17th January at the Pettavel Presbyterian Church. The service was well
attended.
Ann Ethelenda BAYNES was born c.1836-37 in West Butterwick,
Lincolnshire, to parents William BAYNES and Mary Ann GLEW. She arrived
in Victoria sometime between 1851 and 1856 and married John RALPH on
17th February 1857.
They had at least 11 children:
Sarah Jane (b. 1858, Duneed, m. 1873 Charles Albert HAMMOND d. 1921
Geelong)
Robert George (b. 1860, d. 1867 Moriac)
William Frederick (b. 1862, Mt Moriac, d. 1899 Junee, NSW)
Mary Ann (b. 1864, Duneed, d.1880 Moriac)
Cecilia Dunn (b. 1866, Duneed, m 1890 William THORLEY, d. 1921
Geelong)
Hannah (b. 1867, Mt Moriac, d. 1945 Geelong)
John Joseph (b. 1870, Duneed, m. 1906 Elsie Ruth MASKELL d. 1948
Cobden)
Henry Wilson Baynes (b. 1872, Mt Moriac)
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Phoebe Ellen (b. 1873, Mt Moriac m. 1900 Augustine OGLETHORPE,
d. 1950 Geelong)
Eveline Caroline (b. 1876 Mt Moriac, m. 1898 Christopher Kingdon
HOOPER, d. 1904 Kyneton) &
Fanny Sophia Lousia (b. 1878, Mt Moriac, m. 1899 Thomas Henry
WINSTANLEY, d. 1969 Geelong).
The Barrabool Shire rate records for 1869-1870 through to 1899-1900 reveal
that the family owned and occupied 2 acres of land in the Parish of Dunned,
Moriac Riding. In 1882, a local directory listed John as a farmer however in
April 1885, at the trial of Jane BEECH and Francis HOWARTH for the murder
of Francis BEECH, John was described as a carpenter residing at Pettavel.
Following Ann’s death in 1892,
John remained living in
Pettavel until approximately
1900. Following a long illness,
John decided to move to
Geelong and took up residence
in Gertrude Street, Geelong
West with his unmarried
daughter, Hannah. It was here
that John passed away on 9th
August 1917 in his 88th year.
He was buried at the Mt Moriac
Cemetery with Ann and some
of his children.

Ralph Grave - Mt Moriac Cemetery

SOURCES
Geelong Advertiser – 22 April 1885, p.3, 11 Jan 1892 p.1 & 2, 19 Jan 1892 p.4,
9 Aug 1917 p.1, Sat 11 Aug 1917 p.6
Victorian BDM Indexes
Maning & Bishop’s Geelong & Western District Directory 1882
ED
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JAMES FORD STRACHAN (1810 –1875) AN EARLY GEELONG PIONEER
James Ford STRACHAN was a merchant, grazier and politician in colonial
Victoria. He was born in Montrose, Scotland, the fifth son of John
STRACHAN and his wife Isobel SMITH on 29th March 1810. STRACHAN
arrived in Van Diemen's Land in 1832 with his widowed mother and two
sisters. After setting up a business in Hobart, it wasn’t long before James set
his sights on grander plans. He was an early settler in Port Phillip District and a
leading merchant in Melbourne, where he built the first brick store in 1837 and
worked as a squatters' provider. That year he also opened a store in Geelong.
STRACHAN believed that Geelong would suit him best and in 1840 he
finished its first stone building, a house and store facing the bay on the corner
of Moorabool and Brougham Streets where the façade of a later store now
covers Westfield Shopping Centre.

The original woolstores of J. F. Strachan
(https://www.wikitree.com/photo/png/Strachan-58)

In October 1839 he launched a schooner for the Port Phillip run and called it
Lilias, after his wife Lilias Cross MURRAY (1816-1896), who was the eldest
daughter of Hugh MURRAY (1789-1845) a fellow Scottish emigrant,
merchant and grazier. Point Lilias, at the entrance to Corio Bay, was named
after Strachan's schooner.
During a period of depression in the 1840s, STRACHAN relinquished his
businesses in Hobart and Melbourne. With the return of prosperity in 1849, he
commissioned architect Charles LAING to build a Georgian style stone
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mansion on twenty-one acres (8.4 ha) fronting Corio Bay. The house was clad
in Barrabool freestone and 19th century ornate iron gates fronted the sweeping
driveway entrance. These gates were donated to the Geelong Grammar School,
Corio campus by the BELL family in 1913. Situated in Lunan Ave,
Drumcondra, Lunan, was named after the bay south of Montrose. The house
was later used for many years as a teacher's college by the Victorian Education
Department and is now classified by the National Trust. Here STRACHAN
lived until his death on the 14th April 1875, aged sixty-five years and he is
buried in a mausoleum at the Geelong Western Cemetery.

The Lunan Gates

STRACHAN was an active promoter of separation from New South Wales,
and when the colony of Victoria was constituted in 1851 he was later elected to
the first wholly elective Legislative Council for the South-Western Province in
November 1856. STRACHAN was also concerned with the establishment of
the Geelong Botanical Gardens, of the state-aided Geelong National Grammar
School (now Matthew Flinders Girls Secondary College), and of St George's
Presbyterian Church. STRACHAN developed pastoral interests and owned part
of Mount Gellibrand station, now Mooleric at Birregurra. However his success
was that of a mercantile middleman setting new standards of commercial
usage. All his sons (James, Hugh and Robert) followed their father's lead in
pastoral production and primary mercantile business. The eldest of his sons,
James (1845-1925) was one of the first Australians to row for Cambridge
University (which defeated Oxford in 1870).
Research by Carollyn Williams
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IT’S A WEIRD WIRED WORLD
Here are a few interesting websites that have come to our attention over the past few
months.
China Families
https://www.chinafamilies.net/
A growing database of information on men & women of many different
nationalities, professions and ages, who lived and worked in China between the
1850’s and 1940’s. Sponsored by the University of Bristol., the information comes
from government department lists, legal & diplomatic records, cemetery lists and
during research undertaken for a number of university projects on the history of
modern China and of the foreign relations of China.
Lost hospitals of London / Almshouses of London
https://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/index.html
Provides an alphabetical list of “lost” hospitals of London, along with a brief history
of the institution and what became of it. Similar pages exist for almshouses.
Tracing Nurses: A new guide to British nursing sources for researching family
and local history
https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/blogs/tracing-nurses
Published by the UK Royal College of Nursing, this research guide lists well known
resources such as the Census and Register of Nurses, but also highlights other
sources to be found in local and county archives.
Kent Probate Indexes
https://www.drdavidwright.co.uk/kent-probate-indexes.html
Dr David Wright’s website includes probate indexes for Kent in PDF format. They
are free to search by surname or parish.

ANCESTRY
South Australia – Adelaide Hospital Admission Registers 1841-1946
South Australia – Destitute Asylum Ledgers & Admissions to Industrial &
Reformatory Schools 1849-1913
South Australia – Incoming & Outgoing Passenger Lists 1845-1940
South Australia – Prison registers 1838-1912
South Australia – Supreme Court Criminal Records 1836-1918, Reports to the
Police Coroner 1842-1967
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South Australia – Select Tax & Financial Records 1838-1928, Returns of
Census 1841
England – Devon – Church of England Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 15381812, Births and Baptisms 1813-1820
New Zealand – South Anglo Boer War 1899-1902
Records may include: Name, service number, rank, contingent/regiment, enlisted
country, date & place of death. Note: This collection may include soldiers from
other countries.

FIND MY PAST
England – Norfolk - Monumental Inscriptions Index 1600-1900
England – Norfolk - Non-Conformist Records 1613-1901
New Zealand – Women’s Suffrage Petition
An index to the two surviving petitions (1892 & 1893) that were circulated and
signed in an effort to gain the right to vote for women in New Zealand. Can be
searched by name or location.
Indian Navy Records of Service 1840-1947
Could provide information on rank, regiment and time served.
Ireland – Waterford County Burial Records 1850-1950
Over 17,000 burial records from St Carthage’s, St. Declan’s and St Otteran’s
cemeteries.

FAMILYSEARCH
England – Yorkshire – Parish registers 1538-2016
Collection comprises records from the Church of England parish registers covering
baptisms, banns, marriages and burials for various parishes throughout Yorkshire
Gilbralter – Church records 1704-1848
Scotland – Lanarkshire Church Records 1823-1967
Collection comprising birth, marriage and burial records from various non-Church
of Scotland churches
South Africa – Johannesburg – Cemetery records 1840-2019
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A NOVEL CASE
Carol Davis
My Great Great Grandparents, Daniel and Ann DELANEY and their 1 year old
son Daniel of Kings Country Ireland, arrived in Port Phillip on board the
‘Middlesex’ on 30th September 1841. Ann was approximately 5 months
pregnant with their daughter Jane, born in February 1842. Eight children were
born to the couple with 6 surviving to adulthood. Initially they settled in the
Woodstock/Darebin Creek (Epping) area, before moving to the Barrabool Hills
circa 1844/45. My Great Grandfather James was born at Barrabool Hills in
1847.
I found an article in the Geelong Advertiser published on 10th March 1848
relating to a court case involving Daniel. This article clearly shows the bias of
the time that ‘clothes maketh the man’, with the employee’s impeccably
tailored suit being compared to ‘Farmer DELANEY’s’ moleskins and flannel
shirt.
NOVEL CASE – Michael O’Brien, a person of unexceptionable manner and
address, attired in a style that would not have disgraced a visitor at one of
the Superintendent’s dinners, with watch, chain, and appendages to suit, kid
gloves, cravat, and boots of the latest and most approved fashion, appeared
against his master, Daniel Delany, for wages. The contrast was striking, and
excited no small mirth and astonishment in the court, to their worships as
well as the spectators. O’Brien dressed in the extreme of gentility, suing, in
the capacity of a farm servant, for wages from his employer, who showed in
the court with a flannel shirt and moleskin trowsers. The complainant, who
from his manner lied his hearers to doubt whether he had been bred and
educated as a barrister, or merely as an attorney, stated that he agreed to
thrash out the defendant’s grain, and to receive at the rate of fourpence a
bushel. The agreement was a verbal one, but he would produce witnesses to
prove his statement correct. The defendant, at the time informed him there
would be about 500 bushels to thrash, and that he himself would
occasionally lend a hand until the whole of it was furnished. Instead of
keeping to this agreement, and when he (the plaintiff) had thrashed out about
170 bushels, more or less, the defendant brought a thrashing machine on the
farm, and completed in two days what would have been to him five or six
weeks employment. The defendant, previous to engaging the use of the
21

machine, had asked him whether he would allow it, when he distinctly told
him he would not; he now sued for the whole amount of grain he had
originally agreed to thrash.
The plaintiff produced two witnesses; one proving the original contract, and
the second to prove his refusing to allow the grain to be thrashed by
machine.
The case made out by the plaintiff was so clear and well supported, that the
Bench immediately returned a verdict in his favour for payment of wages for
400 bushels. O’Brien then left the Court, but first stating that he should
always make an example of such fellows as his master was.
O’Brien, while examining the witnesses, was addressed by them as Mr.
O’Brien, while the master was only plain Daniel Delaney throughout the
piece.
Geelong Advertiser 10 March 1848 p.2
**************************

AGRA PODCASTS
Developed in response to the COVID pandemic, AGRA (the Association of
Genealogists & Researchers in Archives) located in the UK have developed a series
of podcasts over the past 3 years. Featuring a panel of experts, the podcasts run for
approx. 30 minutes and some even include a downloadable fact sheet. Available
topics include:
 Commissioning effective research
 Legal & chancery records
 Researching Welsh ancestors
 Manorial and estate records in England and Wales
 Researching Liverpool ancestors
 Poor law, settlement records and workhouses
 House histories
 Research before 1837
 Military research: including British service in India
 DNA testing and use in conjunction with genealogical research
 Using land records such as maps and tithe maps to further research
These podcasts are both informative and very easy to listen to. They are available at
(https://www.agra.org.uk/podcasts)
22

GEELONG INFIRMARY and BENEVOLENT ASYLUM
ANNUAL REPORTS 1852-1922
Susie Zada
Records of the Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent Asylum were a crucial
source used for the Who Do You Think You Are episode featuring Grant Denyer
on 13 July 2021. The records I’m about to describe are available online and
free to access.

At first glance these Annual Reports seem pretty innocuous, mainly because
they don’t list any patients and don’t appear terribly useful, BUT that is
because people don’t understand just what information they are providing.
These Annual Reports include lots of names of subscribers – and these are the
key if you read on and understand how they can help your research.
The key to this is the problem I was trying to solve for Grant’s ROSS family –
where were they for about 20 years after they left Geelong? And the
background question – how did they earn enough money to purchase their own
land at Tragowel in northern Victoria?
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And the solution is – UNDERSTAND what is shown in the Annual Reports!
The Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent Asylum ran a ‘Medicare’ type scheme
– people – employers and employees - contributed an amount annually to give
them access to the Geelong Infirmary (Hospital). These people were called
subscribers. In the Annual Reports there are individual lists of subscribers as
well as lists grouped under Employers, and Country Lists with employees
grouped under the property where they worked.
If you check each Annual Report meticulously you can track your ancestor
around Geelong and the Western Districts. This sort of detail is not available
anywhere else!
Using this source, I was able to prove beyond doubt that William ROSS and
his family were residing at Barunah Plains Station (aka The Plains Station)
from c.1857 until 1876.
These documents can be accessed and downloaded at
http://zades.com.au/gandd/index.php/geelong/people/gdghosp
Don’t forget to read the by-laws and regulations – useful for details on
subscribers and exceptionally useful if you had ancestors / family working at
the Infirmary or Benevolent Asylum.
As a quick start, a number of the Annual Reports have been indexed and
included in the Geelong and District database at
http://zades.com.au/gandd/index.php/databases/gddbs. If you think you might
have found a subscriber from your family, then check ALL Annual Reports
before and after the year you found them in. Pay particular attention to the
amount paid and the level/grouping which may indicate a more senior position
in the organization or on the property.
As indicated above, James KININMONTH, overseer at Barunah Plains, was
obviously close to the ROSS family. He was a witness at William ROSS’s
daughter Isabella’s wedding, and more importantly he was a mortgagee when
the family purchased land at Tragowel – he lent them the money to set
themselves up for the future!
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A BURNLEY BOY AT GEELONG IN 1944
Ray Watson’s latest book, Chronicle of a Burnley Boy, is an autobiography
which describes his life in Melbourne as he grew up during the 1940s and
1950s in Richmond’s Burnley district. After attending school in North
Richmond and Malvern, he spent a few years at the University of Melbourne in
Carlton. He then started a teaching career in
Seymour. Chronicle ranges across both
personal and public events from those years:
holiday visits to N.S.W and S.A.; puffing a first
cigarette on St Helen’s beach in Geelong;
politicking in Richmond and at university in the
wake of the bitter 1950’s ALP split; training at
Puckapunyal as an armoured corps trooper;
enjoying Melbourne’s nightlife and finding the
love of his life. Its 387 pages are illustrated
with black and white images and some verses.
It can be purchased through eyersmcgrane
@outlook.com for $30 (plus delivery where
needed). It is also available from the Geelong
Library and from several others as well.
As the author remarks, the eclectic mix of people,
places, organisations, and events in Chronicle’s index
reveals the considerable overlap which exists between
family history and biography. Both forms consist of
multiple stories selected from the same one great story of
humanity in which each human being plays a part. That
overlap increases whenever the tools of the family
historian are applied to biographical material as is the
case with Chronicle.
Some of Chronicle’s readers have interpreted the
amount of detail provided in the book as testimony of
the author’s fantastic memory. However, the author
maintains that the detail is the result of his intention that
Chronicle might be used as primary source historical
material. That aim required an accuracy which he tried
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to ensure through using multiple sources of authentication for the events he
recorded: government registrations; memories of his older siblings; photograph
albums; diaries and other memorabilia. As an example, he cites how the these
three images of a photograph, a newspaper advertisement, and a vinyl record,
helped to verify his memory of a short-lived square dance craze towards the
end of 1953.

The following short extract about a childhood holiday visit to Geelong in 1944
illustrates how the book melds personal incidents into the more public aspects
of life.
A holiday visit later in the year to our Auntie Vera’s in Geelong encapsulates a
climactic point of our high jinks. Auntie Vera and Uncle Dick lived close to the sea
in Geelong. We sat at the St Helen’s swimming enclosure and dreamed of sailing the
sea as we gazed at the red painted dredging ships anchored just off shore. We
examined and marvelled at the round jelly fish washed up on the sand and bobbing
about in the greyish sea water. From St Helen’s park we could scramble across the
cave-pocked crumbling cliffs running from there all the way to Rippleside In these
shallow caves and on the beach below, we could play as pirates. In that world of
adult cigarette smokers, on one day events even conspired to give us our first chance
to puff a cigarette for the first time. If that was an experience of adulthood, we
decided there was no need to hurry.
But Geelong had other treasures as well. Uncle Dick had a stack of red gum railway
sleepers near his back fence. These heavy logs gave us previously undreamed
opportunities for building realistic palisades to see off imaginary attacking Indians.
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Fortunately, we had enough sense to see how dangerous a secret demolition lever
would be in these circumstances. So that design feature was abandoned for the
duration of the stay.
Auntie Vera and Uncle Dick had another special treasure which gave us great
pleasure, a joy which we probably repaid with an equal amount of pain for the adults
of the household. It was a clock set to chime on the quarter hour. Our sleeping
quarters were located in a nearby room. Hyped up as we were and unused to clocks
chiming through the night, we prattled and giggled all night long keeping everyone
awake. But daytime could also deliver mortification, especially when our
accompanying adult happened to be a younger and more soft-hearted person.
On an ancient Hawthorn Tramways’ tram car, which was still in service on the
North Geelong to Eastern Beach tram line, we would fling ourselves about causing
great embarrassment to any minders who did not lower the boom on our antics. With
any softie who tolerated them, we exaggerated the effects of what was in reality a
rather bumpy ride. Once, in the Grand Circle at the picture theatre, we hit on a
particularly good trick for scaring a minder. We threatened to rush down the stairs
and make a Tarzan-like leap off that high balcony. We were learning among other
things that adults are not omniscient. Though my mother might claim otherwise,
God did not always let her know about each one of our misdeeds. This being so, it
was obviously time for me to be prepared for making my First Confession so that I
could communicate my misdeeds directly to Him upstairs, the one who had authority
even over my mother.

[Extracted from pages 65-66 of Chronicle of a Burnley Boy ]
**************************

PERIODICAL SOURCE INDEX (aka PERSI)
Produced by the Allen County Public Library in America, PERSI is the largest
subject index to genealogy and local history journal articles in the world.
PERSI indexes articles in 11,000 journals, published by local, state, national
and international societies and organizations. Searches can be made by
surname, location or via 22 basic subject headings. Author/Title keyword
searches can also be undertaken. Previously available via Findmypast, PERSI
is now available at https://www.genealogycenter.info/persi/
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TIPS FOR READING OLD HANDWRITING IN
FAMILY HISTORY DOCUMENTS
Reading old handwriting can be a challenge for a number of reasons including:
faded ink, poor penmanship, unusual script, unfamiliar language and the use of
abbreviations. So how do you decipher what the document is saying.
1. Read the document aloud.
A simple tip but one that might just work. Think and read phonetically. The
spelling might be different to what you are used to or the writer was simply
spelling the words as they sounded to them, especially if the writer’s
education level was not high or there were accents involved.
2. Learn what common abbreviations meant.
The use of abbreviations was common. Learning what they mean is crucial
to fully deciphering and understanding a document. Use search engines on
the internet to see what common abbreviations mean.
3. Compare letters or words with other words in the same document.
If you have a troublesome word or letter, look for known words or letters
and compare them. Eventually you will learn the style of the writer and be
able to pick up their quirks.
4. Create an image of the document and edit it for easier reading.
If something is difficult to read, scan it and use photo editing software to
enhance the image for easier reading. By adjusting text size or the
document’s contrast or brightness it might just become easier to read.
5. Have a look at a sample alphabet of the time period.
Use a search engine such as Google to seek out a copy of the alphabet for
the time period in which your document was written. For example – search
for “19th century handwriting alphabet”. From the results screen, click on
Images and you will have a number of options to choose from.
6. Practice makes perfect.
As the saying goes, practice makes perfect! Reading old handwriting is a
skill that comes with practice.
ED
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THOMAS & JAMES E. BAUM
Marg Frewin
In researching the movement of my great-grandfather, John FREWIN around
the Geelong district, I came across a book by the Birregurra District Historical
Centre which suggested that he had been in partnership with a Thomas BAUM
in the Birregurra Agricultural Implement Works between 1889 and 1892.
Armed with this information, I decided to investigate the BAUM family and
how John and Thomas may have met.
Thomas BAUM is believed to have been born circa 1823 in current day
Germany. The first trace of Thomas is in Hamilton, Tasmania on the 8th
January 1853 when he marries Mary Ann WATERSON / WATTERSON. By
1854, when the first of 15 children was born, Thomas and Mary Ann were
living in the Barrabool Hills area.
Between 1869 and 1877, Thomas’ name appeared quite often in both the
Geelong Advertiser and the Colac Herald, linked to ploughing matches and
agricultural shows, as he was a ‘manufacturer of ploughs suited to Australian
conditions’. His address was often given as Mill Road, Mount Moriac.

Geelong Advertiser 10 Sep 1869 p.1
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It appears that around 1879, Thomas relocated his business to Birregurra.
Blacksmithing ran in the family as at least three of his sons took up the trade –
probably taught by their father. On the 31st January 1883, Thomas took his son,
James Edward BAUM into partnership, running a ‘general blacksmiths
business’ under the name of ‘Thomas BAUM and Son’. I cannot find any
evidence of his other sons – Thomas Jnr and Arthur – being taken into the
partnership.
Thomas BAUM died on the 2nd April 1887 in the Colac Hospital aged 64 years
and his body was conveyed to the Roman Catholic section of the Highton
Cemetery for burial. With Thomas now dead, who could John FREWIN have
been in partnership with in 1889? Fortunately, the newspapers again give us
some clues.
James Edward BAUM was born in 1860 and was the 6th child and 3rd son of
Thomas Snr and Mary Ann. As he grew into adulthood, he became involved in
various local organisations including being made secretary of the IOOF
Birregurra Lodge no. 30 in 1884. Also in 1884, James marries Elizabeth Anne
GALLAGHER and they appear to have had 5-6 children together.
The Geelong Advertiser in June 1888 records James as having performed the
IOOF service at a funeral for Mr James MCCALLUM in Birregurra. It records
him as PG. This stands for Past Grand in the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows which means that James had presided over an Odd Fellows Lodge at
some stage.
In October and November of the same year, James advertises for a blacksmith,
‘young man preferred’. This suggests that John may have answered the
advertisement as he was a wheelwright by trade. As both men were active in
fraternal societies, James with the Odd Fellows and John with the Independent
Order of Rechabites, this may explain their connection.
At some stage John became a partner in the business and the pair worked
together until 1892. The Geelong Advertiser of the 30th April 1892 records that
the partnership between John and James was dissolved on the 2nd April by
mutual consent, with Thomas BAUM being a witness to the agreement. John
returned to farming in Ceres but what happened to James?
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Initially things didn’t go well for James. In October 1894, the Colac Herald
reported that James had become insolvent. The cause was listed as ‘losses
through partnership, sickness in the family and depression of trade’. James had
liabilities of £352 and assets of £126 resulting in a deficiency of £216.
By 1896 however, James was back in business. The Australasian of the 4th
April 1896 records James as a ‘well known implement maker of Colac’ who
had designed and manufactured a Fern Crushing Roller

The Fern Crushing Roller
The Australasian 4 April 1896 p.8

The success of this invention probably allowed James to apply for and be
granted a certificate of discharge from insolvency in December 1896. It
appears that the business was successful, with the Colac Herald reporting that
James had the largest local display of agricultural implements at the 1897
Colac Show.

31

In March 1899, the Colac Herald reported that William GRIFFITHS had taken
over the business in Murray Street ‘run for so long’ by James BAUM. This
gives the impression that BAUM had sold the business however it appears that
he had only relocated his business to new premises in Corangamite Street. At
some stage, BAUM had taken on a partner, for in March 1900 the paper reports
that the partnership between James BAUM and Nathanial KIRK, general
blacksmiths of Colac was dissolved by mutual consent. James was to continue
on with the business in Corangamite Street.
In April 1901, the Colac Herald reported that James was relinquishing his
shoeing business to Herbert PRYOR, an employee of long standing, due to an
‘increase in orders and repairs’ for implements and general blacksmithing.
Shortly after, in June 1901, James sells his business to Mr. T. H. PYVIS for the
sum of £150. This was not to be a happy exercise.

Colac Herald 25 June 1901 p.3

In February 1903, James is taken to court by Thomas Henry PYVIS for £19
damages for wrongful violation of an agreement made on the 11 th June 1901
when James sold the business. A condition of the sale was that James was not
to work as a blacksmith within a 30 mile radius of Colac. It appears that James
initially worked with PYVIS for a 3 month period, then worked for Mr
HILLHOUSE and then Mr Duncan BELL, both blacksmiths in Colac. PYVIS
alleged that BAUM then opened up a blacksmith’s business about 300 yards
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away from his old shop, and this forced PYVIS to obtain an interim injunction
from Judge JOHNSTON preventing BAUM from carrying on the business. In
January 1903, James was once again working in Colac, this time for Messrs
BRYAN Brothers. The County Court agreed with PYVIS and a verdict of £10
with costs was given along with the issue of an injunction. This probably
prompted James’ move to Melbourne.
We next find James in various electoral rolls between 1912 and 1919 living in
Clifton Hill and working as a blacksmith. Tragedy was to strike the family in
September 1915. On the 1st September, James’ wife Elizabeth BAUM passed
away at her residence in Clifton Hill at the age of 50 years. She was buried in
the Baptist section of the Coburg Pine Ridge Cemetery on the 2nd September. A
day later, his mother, Mary Ann BAUM passed away in Birregurra where she
had continued to live for many years after the passing of her husband Thomas.
She died on the 3rd September at the ripe old age of 83 years and was buried
with her husband in the Highton Cemetery.
In 1925 the Electoral Roll records James as living in Moonee Ponds but by
1928 he is back in Clifton Hill. James returned to live in Colac between 1931
and 1937. He was living in Hesse Street but was now listed on the Electoral
Roll as a retired blacksmith.
James BAUM died on the 6th October 1947 at 1 Arnold Street, Princes Hill at
the age of 87 years. He was buried with his wife Elizabeth in the Coburg Pine
Ridge Cemetery.
SOURCES
Birregurra District Heritage Centre - Birregurra Businesses Past and Present –
Birregurra District Heritage Centre 2010.
Geelong Advertiser 10 Sep 1869 p.1, 23 Jan 1872 p.4, 26 June 1888 p. 2, 30
April 1892 p.3, 11 Dec 1896 p.2
Colac Herald 6 Feb 1883 p.3, 5 Apr 1887 p. 2, 25 Jan 1884 p. 2
16 Oct 1894 p.3, 12 Nov 1897 p.3, 28 March 1899 p.4, 20 March 1900 p.3, 27
Mar 1900 p.3, 12 April 1901 p. 3, 25 June 1901 p.3, 6 Feb 1903 p.3
The Argus 6 Oct 1947 p.9
Colac Reformer 4 Sep 1915 p.2
The Australasian 4 April 1896 p.8
Victorian Electoral Roll 1912-1914, 1917, 1919, 1925, 1928.
Victorian BDM Indexes.
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GOLD INDEX - FROM GEELONG ADVERTISER
PART 5

Shipments of gold were transported from goldfields such as Ballarat, Creswick
and Mt Alexander to Geelong on an irregular basis. The Geelong Advertiser,
between Nov 1851 and Dec 1854, published the names of consignees and the
amount of gold or money being dispatched. On the 12th Dec 1851, a list of
names petitioning for a public meeting with regard to the fixing of a license fee
for gold digging was published. The index below contains the name of the
consignee or petitioner and the date of the Geelong Advertiser in which the
name appeared.
CHALONER, H. B.
CHAMBERS, H. B.
CHAMBERS, John
CHANDLER, Thos.
CHAPMAN, H.
CHAPMAN, John
CHAPMAN,
Thomas
CHAPMAN, W. J.
CHAPPEL,
Jonathan
CHAPPELL,
William
CHAPPELL,
William
CHARD, Samuel
CHARLESON,
Roderick
CHEADLEY, H.
CHEBNlLL, W.
CHESSWORTH,
James
CHESTER, William
CHESTER, William
CHESTER, William
CHIBNALL, Wm.
CHIBUILL, Wm.
CHIDDLE, James

4/8/1852
30/7/1852
10/3/1853
25/1/1853
15/9/1853
2/12/1852
19/10/1852

CHIDDLE, James
& Party
CHILCRAFT,
Henry
CHIN, Plumleigh
CHIN, Richard
CHINAMAN, Ahra
CHIPMAN,
Thomas
CHISHOLM, A. &
Co.
CHISHOLM, A. &
Co.
CHISHOLM, James
CHISHOLM, James
CHISLET, Susan
CHISLETT, Joseph
CHRISTELL,
Joseph
CHRISTOPHER,
Alfred
CHRISTOPHER,
Alfred
CHSIHOLM,
Walter
CHURNSIDE, Dr.
CITMAN, Simon
CLACY, D.
CLARK, Andrew

6/10/1853
5/1/1853
6/10/1852
6/10/1853
2/12/1852
9/12/1852
14/4/1853
8/9/1853
11/10/1852
6/10/1852
23/10/1852
21/4/1852
3/3/1853
3/3/1853
1/10/1852
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25/11/1852
11/11/1852
2/11/1852
10/3/1853
18/8/1853
13/8/1852
15/6/1853
8/7/1853
3/3/1853
20/10/1853
19/11/1851
11/9/1852
27/9/1852
10/2/1853
17/3/1853
12/7/1852
22/3/1852
6/5/1854
30/6/1853
25/11/1852

CLARK, George
CLARK, John
CLARK, John
CLARK, John
CLARK, John
CLARK, John
CLARK, Reuben
CLARK, Thomas
CLARK, Thomas
CLARK, Thomas
CLARKE, A.
CLARKE, A. C.
CLARKE, A. C.
CLARKE, ALfred
CLARKE, Alfred
CLARKE, Alfred
CLARKE, Alfred
CLARKE, Alfred
CLARKE, Alfred
CLARKE, Alfred
CLARKE, Alfred
CLARKE, Arundel
CLARKE, James
CLARKE, John
CLARKE, John
CLARKE, Joseph
CLARKE, P.
CLARKE, R.
CLARKE, Robt.
CLARKE, T.
CLARKE, Thomas
CLARKE, Thomas
CLARKE, William
CLARKE, William
CLARKSON, J.
CLARKSON, John
H.
CLARKSON,
William
CLARKSON, Wm.
CLAXTON, F.
CLAYFIELD,
George

11/11/1852
14/10/1852
6/10/1852
11/11/1852
12/7/1852
2/11/1852
17/3/1852
25/11/1852
5/11/1852
10/3/1853
14/4/1853
8/7/1853
17/11/1853
12/12/1851
27/9/1852
11/9/1852
4/9/1852
11/11/1852
2/12/1852
10/8/1852
18/8/1852
17/11/1853
11/11/1852
11/11/1852
20/1/1853
3/3/1853
18/8/1853
15/2/1854
16/12/1852
29/9/1853
23/10/1852
2/11/1852
2/11/1852
31/3/1853
17/11/1853
5/1/1853

CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG & BAILEY
CLEGG, & BAILEY
CLEGG & BALEY
CLEGG, John
CLEGG, John
CLEGG, Thos.
CLEGGS &
BAILEY
CLEGHORN,
Richard
CLEGHORN,
Richard
CLEMENTS,
CLEMENTS,
Samuel
CLEMENTS,
Samuel
CLEMENTS,
Samuel
CLESSOLD, John
CLIFFORD, George
CLIFTON, L. W.
CLIFTON, L.W.
CLIFTON, W.
CLINCH, Thos.
CLISSALD, James
CLISSOLD, John
CLIVE, William
CLOSER, George

19/7/1852
2/11/1852
24/11/1853
20/10/1853
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13/1/1854
18/1/1854
1/2/1854
24/2/1854
20/5/1854
9/3/1854
2/3/1854
24/3/1854
6/5/1854
15/9/1853
8/9/1853
18/8/1853
29/9/1853
13/10/1853
3/11/1853
1/12/1853
28/12/1853
5/1/1853
31/3/1853
31/3/1853
17/11/1853
23/12/1852
23/12/185
2
26/8/1852
15/7/1852
16/7/1852
18/8/1852
23/10/1852
4/9/1852
13/1/1854
11/9/1852
14/4/1853
16/12/1852
3/6/1852
2/11/1852
18/9/1852
18/9/1852

CNRRY, M ??
COACH, Francis
COCKETT, Joseph
CODDELL,
Jeremiah
COFF, Walter T.
COLBERT, N.
COLE, M.
COLE, Michael
COLEGATE,
Thomas
COLEGATE,
Thomas
COLEMAN, Henry
COLGRAVE, R.
COLLIER, F.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, G.
COLLIER, George
COLLIER, George
COLLIER, George
COLLIER, George
COLLIER, William
COLLIN, Edwin
COLLINS & Party
COLLINS & Party
COLLINS, Charles
COLLINS, Charles
COLLINS, David
COLLINS, E.
COLLINS, E.
COLLINS, E.

2/11/1852
25/11/1852
13/1/1853
2/12/1852

COLLINS, E.
COLLINS, E.
COLLINS, Edmund
COLLINS, Edmund
COLLINS, Edward
COLLINS, Edward
COLLINS, Edward
COLLINS, Edward
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, EdwIin
COLLINS, G.
COLLINS, J.
COLLINS, J.
COLLINSON,
Michael
COMB. Thomas
COMMINS, A.
CONALL, William
CONCANNON,
Henry
CONN, Michael
CONNAGHTY,
James
CONNELL, D.W.
CONNELLY, J.R.
CONNER, W.
CONNOLLY, P.
CONNOP, Edward
CONNOP, Samuel
CONNOR, George
CONNOR, James
CONNOR, M.
CONNOR, Thomas
CONNOR, Thomas
CONOLLY, J.R.
CONRAY, Michael
CONRICK, Patrick

16/2/1853
9/12/1852
11/6/1853
16/12/1852
20/10/1853
27/10/1853
23/12/1852
17/11/1853
21/4/1854
14/4/1853
15/9/1853
29/9/1853
9/11/1853
13/5/1854
20/5/1854
6/4/1854
13/4/1854
21/4/1854
16/3/1854
9/3/1854
2/3/1854
24/3/1854
18/5/1853
15/6/1853
1/11/1853
27/10/1853
18/5/1853
16/2/1853
23/12/1852
23/12/1852
13/8/1852
12/7/1852
16/12/1852
27/4/1853
22/4/1853
26/5/1853
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11/6/1853
29/9/1853
6/10/1853
3/11/1853
11/11/1852
10/8/1852
13/1/1853
26/5/1853
3/3/1853
23/2/1853
17/3/1853
31/3/1853
18/5/1853
23/6/1853
20/10/1853
27/10/1853
22/4/1853
26/5/1853
15/9/1853
3/3/1853
19/10/1852
16/3/1854
2/12/1852
12/11/1851
11/11/1852
2/11/1852
23/9/1852
1/10/1852
28/6/1852
8/7/1853
12/11/1851
2/11/1852
2/11/1852
23/8/1852
15/9/1853
27/9/1852
28/6/1852
28/10/1852
22/3/1852
9/12/1852

CONSIDINE, P.
COOK, G.N.
COOK, James
COOK, James
COOK, James
COOK, Joseph
COOLAHAN,
Patrick
COOMBS, Richard
COOPER, B.
COOPER, Charles
COOPER, Charles
COOPER, Charles
COOPER, Henry
COOPER, James
CORBETT, Charles
CORBETT, Charles
CORBETT, Charles
CORBETT, David
CORBETT, James R.
CORBETT, T.
CORBY &
BARRASS
CORDING, T.
CORKAN, Thomas
CORKAN, William
CORKER, M.
CORKER, Mark
CORMICK, John
CORN, W.
CORRIGUOL, W.
CORTIN, D.
CORWICK, E.
COSTLEY &
BARRASS
COSTLEY &
BARRASS
COSTLEY &
BARRASS
COSTLEY, G.
COTER, James
COTHAM,
Lawrence

25/1/1854
16/12/1852
6/10/1852
18/8/1852
2/11/1852
23/12/1852
27/9/1852

COTTON, Ben.
COTTON, John
COUCH, Francis
COUCH, Francis
COULL, J.
COURTIS, Maria
COUSIN, D.
COUTTS, D. W.
COWAN, J.A.
COWAN, Michael
COWELL, John
COWELL, MR.
COX, David
COX, G.
COX, G.C.
COY, Francis
COYLE, Joseph
CRABTREE,
Thomas
CRAIG, J. A.
CRAMER, Wm.
CRANE, John
CRANE, John
CRANSTOUN, Wm.
CRAWFORD, W.
CRAWFORD,
William
CRAWFORD, Wm.
CRAWFORD, Wm.
CRENINIUS,
Andrew
CRESTON, William
CREW, Samuel
CRICHTON, W.
CRIPPS, Thos.
CROCKETT, Henry
CROCKETT, J.
CROCKETT, J.
CROCKETT, James
CROLL, George
CROLL, George
CROLL, George

11/11/1852
30/6/1853
18/11/1852
2/11/1852
20/1/1853
23/10/1852
26/3/1853
15/9/1852
12/7/1852
15/5/1852
11/10/1852
19/10/1852
23/10/1852
1/6/1853
2/3/1854
3/3/1853
3/3/1853
21/4/1854
23/6/1853
17/3/1853
1/12/1853
17/11/1853
30/6/1853
2/12/1852
15/6/1853
8/7/1853

30/6/1853
8/7/1853
23/10/1852
9/12/1852
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23/10/1852
11/11/1852
9/12/1852
10/3/1853
8/9/1853
5/11/1851
24/3/1854
15/9/1853
6/10/1852
1/3/1852
23/9/1852
20/5/1854
2/11/1852
13/5/1854
6/10/1853
12/11/1852
12/7/1852
10/3/1853
8/2/1854
8/9/1852
10/8/1852
5/1/1853
14/10/1852
10/2/1853
6/10/1852
25/11/1852
3/2/1853
19/10/1852
18/9/1852
11/11/1852
8/9/1853
16/12/1852
1/10/1852
15/9/1853
29/9/1853
25/11/1852
15/7/1852
2/8/1852
16/7/1852

LOOKING FOR GEELONG CONNECTIONS?
Check out:
Bellarine Peninsula & Geelong and District History Website
http://zades.com.au/gandd/index.php
Includes:
Geelong and District Consolidated Database
Bellarine Peninsula Consolidated Name Index and much, much more!
Check out the “Geelong and District Blog” and sign up for the notification
service.
PLEASE CHECK OPENING DAYS & TIMES BEFORE VISITING
Geelong Heritage Centre Reading Room
Level 3, Geelong Library & Heritage Centre
51 Little Malop Street, Geelong VIC 3220
Phone: (03) 4201 0630
Email: heritagecentre@grlc.vic.gov.au
Website: https://www.grlc.vic.gov.au/
Open Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 10am – 1pm
Closed: Sunday & Monday
Geelong LDS Family History Centre
20 Eagle View Crescent, Bell Post Hill VIC 3215
Phone (03) 5278 1691
Open Tuesday 7pm-9pm, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30am-1.30pm
Closed Tuesday during school holidays and Centre closed over Christmas
school holidays
Bellarine Historical Society & Museum
Old Court House, High Street, Drysdale VIC 3222
Email: info@bellarinehistory.org
Website: https://www.bellarinehistory.org/
Open: Open: 3rd Sunday of month, 10.30am to 2pm.
Other times by appointment

38

GFHG PAYMENT DETAILS
To pay for membership subscriptions and research services by direct debit, the
Group’s bank details are as follows:
Bank:
Bendigo Bank
BSB:
633-000
Account:
162 588 131
Ref:
Your name
Always EMAIL proof of payment and completed form or details to:
geelongfhg@gmail.com

MEMBER SERVICES
The Geelong Family History Group offers a number of services to its members.
Other Journals
The Group subscribes to a number of Australian and Overseas family history
journals and newsletters. These can be accessed through the financial members
Google Drive link.
Recorded Meeting Presentations
We have recorded videos of our monthly presenters. Financial members can
download these from the Google Drive link.
Lookup Service
Any member may request a free lookup of the Geelong & District Database of
Church BMD & Directory entries. Members who qualify for discounted research
(see below) may also request free lookups in the Victorian BDM Indexes and/or one
of our publications. NB A specific name is required for these services.
Discounted Research Service
For those members who are not able to access the Geelong Heritage Centre due to
distance, ill health or work commitments, members may request basic research for
$10 per query (non-members $20). You will need to complete the research request
form available on the research page of our website.
Please forward all lookup and research requests to our Research Officer.
For a Lookup Service, use the Contact Us form on our web site, and for a Research
Request please send to our Postal Address.
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GFHG Research Files Search
This service is available to both members and non-members.
The GFHG Research Files is a database containing scans of indexes, manuscripts
and documents related to the Geelong region and South West Victoria created and
collected by the Geelong Family History Group over the past 40 years. It also
contains copies of the Pivot Tree and Group publications, in addition to material
donated to the Geelong and District database such as the Geelong Infirmary and
Benevolent Asylum annual reports.
Members and non-members can request a search for a specific SURNAME, PLACE
NAME OR SUBJECT. The enquirer will be advised of the total number of
documents and the total number of matches for the requested search word.
If you which to proceed further, after payment of the appropriate fee (see below),
you will be emailed a PDF file containing all search results.
Researchers can then request copies of TEN pages from your results list (at no
additional charge). Request copies via email and include the Document TITLE and
Page Number for your ten chosen documents. These ten pages will be emailed to
you. If more than ten pages are required, contact the GFHG secretary to discuss
options.
Fees
Members
Non-members

$10
$20

NOTE:
For ESSENTIAL request submission instructions and guidelines for a
successful search of these files, PLEASE consult the GFHG website at
https://geelongfhg.com/research-2/search-gfhg-research-files/
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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land, the Wadawurrung People of the
Kulin Nation. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, Elders in our
community and our emerging leaders.

