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GFHG MEETING SYLLABUS
Time:

7.30pm – 4th Wednesday of the month [except Public Holidays
when meetings are held on 3rd or 5th Wednesday – see below]

Location: Belmont Library,
163 High Street, Belmont (Geelong)
Ample parking available at side of Library (Enter via Roslyn Rd)
Since the last issue of the Pivot Tree, things have definitely been looking up on
the COVID front. Restrictions have gradually been relaxed and the Belmont
Library has re-opened to a limited number of visitors once again. However, at
the time of printing this issue, physical meetings are still not possible.
A number of guest speakers are kindly supplying their talks via electronic
means such as podcasts. Details of these and how to access them will continue
to be emailed to all members.
As the situation is still fluid, the speakers listed below may change so consult
the Group’s website further developments.
Ed.
DATE
27 Jan

SPEAKER
John Stewart

24 Feb
31st Mar

Michael Rumpff,
Chair International
Settlers Group
Colin Mockett

28th Apr
26th May

Roy Hay
Susie Zada

SUBJECT
Getting the best out of
newspapers using TROVE
The How, When, Where and
Why of German research
Another history of Geelong
NOTE: – 5th Wednesday of the
month
Sporting history theme
You can’t research Irish
ancestors – all the records have
been destroyed!
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GEELONG AND MELBOURNE RAILWAY COMPANY
Michael Menzies
Just over one hundred and sixty years ago, on 4 September 1860, the
ownership of the Geelong & Melbourne Railway Company (G & MR Co) was
transferred to the Victorian Government. A subsequent Victorian Railways
(VR) Report in November 1862 reveals some fascinating bureaucratic
bungling in administration of the youthful VR and enables some of the G &
MR Co employees at that time to be identified.
Early Railways in Victoria
Proposals to construct railways in Victoria commenced as early as 1839, but no
substantial progress was made until 1852 and 1853 when eight separate private
railway proposals were promoted to the public for financial backing. Most
proposals lapsed for want of investor interest, but three gained government
approval to build their railways. They were:
 The Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay Railway Company (20 January 1853).
 The Geelong and Melbourne Railway Company (8 February 1853).
 The Melbourne, Mount Alexander and Murray River Railway Company
(8 February 1853).
The Hobson’s Bay Company proceeded to construct and operate its railway
linking Sandridge (Port Melbourne) with the city. Its official opening took
place on 12 September 1854. The first country railway in Australia was built
by the Geelong & Melbourne Railway Company and officially opened between
Geelong and Greenwich (near Newport) on 25 June 1857.
The Mount Alexander Company struggled to raise sufficient capital and make
progress with its ambitious project to link Melbourne via Mount Alexander
with the Murray River. It had also been authorised to build a branch railway to
Williamstown to connect the shipping and wharves there with the city. It did
commence construction of the Williamstown Branch with an extravagant
celebration held at Williamstown on 12 June 1854, but made little substantial
progress. During 1854, the government commenced negotiations to purchase
the rights and assets of the company; this ultimately occurred in March 1856.
Government trustees were appointed to manage the project and were authorised
to complete it.
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The difficulties in financing private railways precipitated a recommendation in
May 1855, that the main railways in Victoria should be controlled by the
government. The most desirable routes would be from Melbourne to Mount
Alexander (Castlemaine), then via Sandhurst (Bendigo) to the Murray River,
and from Geelong to Ballarat and subsequently westward from there. Suburban
and other short private railways could still be promoted and several succeeded
in becoming established.
By January 1856, the Legislative Council Railway Committee selected routes
from Melbourne to Echuca, Geelong to Ballarat, Melbourne to Ballarat, and
Ballarat to Castlemaine. On 19 March 1856, the government appointed
Trustees to take over the assets of the Mount Alexander Company, resulting in
the establishment of the Victorian Railways Department. The government
gradually acquired over a subsequent 20-year period the other private railways
that had been authorised from 1853 onward.
The Geelong and Melbourne Railway Company
In 1853, the G & MR Co was authorised to construct and operate a railway
between Geelong and the junction point (near Newport) with another private
railway to be constructed between Melbourne and Williamstown by the Mount
Alexander Company. The G & MR Co was to have running rights over the
Williamstown Branch to reach Melbourne.
The G & MR Co officially opened their line from Geelong to Greenwich (near
current day Newport) on 25 June 1857. The Mount Alexander Company had
failed to make much progress with the branch line to Williamstown and the
government, having taken over, was tardy in completing it. G & MR Co trains
had to connect with a ferry to and from Melbourne. The first ferry connection
was at a terminus beside the Yarra River at the end of a temporary line that ran
down North Road. Permission to use the land down North Road was
withdrawn soon after. The government hastily completed their line between
Williamstown and a point near current day North Williamstown station.
The G &MR Co. constructed a Loop Line from the Geelong Line near
Champion Road through the site of the later Newport Railway Workshops to
connect with the Williamstown Branch near current day North Williamstown
station. From 3 October 1857, the Geelong trains connected with ferries at the
Pier station at Williamstown. Opening of the line between Melbourne and
3

Williamstown finally permitted the G & MR Co trains to operate directly to
and from Melbourne via a connection at Geelong Junction (now Newport)
from 17 January 1859.

A PERIODICAL PASS ISSUED FOR 1860
The signature is that of Mr. Martin SHOLL, G & MR Co Secretary.
Source: PROV - VPRS12800 P1 item H1818

The need for passengers to change to and from ferries hindered patronage and
discouraged goods traffic and so G & MR Co finances were not healthy.
During 1859, lengthy negotiations commenced between the government, G &
MR Co directors and the English shareholders. Negotiations were concluded in
1860 and an agreement reached to purchase the company.
The actual date that G & MR Co ownership passed to the Government is a bit
unclear. The Geelong Advertiser, on Friday 31 August 1860 reported that “The
deed for the transfer of the Geelong and Melbourne Railway to the
Government is to be signed on Saturday (tomorrow) and the property formally
taken possession of by the Government on Monday”. That agrees with the date
of 1 September 1860 as shown in VR employment records for the former
company employees.
On Monday 3 September, it reported “From this day the trains on the Geelong
and Melbourne Railway run under the Government auspices. There is no
alteration in the number of trains, and the hours remain as before. A sweeping
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reduction is made in the fares.” That date agrees with Harrigan (VR to 62, p.
37) where the author states the official transfer was dated “September 3, 1860”.
The Argus of Thursday 6 September 1860 contains a report from its own
Geelong correspondent, dated Wednesday 5 September, “The final transfer of
the Geelong and Melbourne Railway took place yesterday forenoon, the
directors, on behalf of the shareholders, handing same over to Mr. Pyke, who
represented the Government”.
So it would seem that the VR had their feet under the desk from Saturday 1
September, were issuing the orders from the following Monday, and the formal
legal handover ceremony took place at noon on Tuesday 4 September, agreeing
with a note in the VR November 1862 report. It would make sense from an
accounting point of view that the transfer occurred on the first day of the
month, so that income and expenditure passed through the government books
on and from that date, rather than at midday on a Tuesday!
All assets and most employees of the G & MR Co transferred to the VR. This
author is not aware of any surviving complete list of G & MR Co employees.
When they were employed by the G & MR Co, some were mentioned by name
in the minute books. However, a subsequent VR report enables some to be
identified.

GOODS SHED, GEELONG RAILWAY C. 1870-1880
By CHARLES NETTLETON
Source: State Library of Victoria (Accession No. H13814)
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Reporting railway progress
A series of Railway Acts were passed on 24 November 1857. Act No.38, The
Railway Act 1857, has relevance to our story. Section 5 (Board to make
reports) stated that in February each year, the Board should furnish to the
Governor in Council a report of their proceedings for the year. It would appear
that the Board failed to comply with this and no-one missed them doing so for
several years. Whether they finally woke up to their lapse, or a Sir Humphrey
Appleby figure tactfully pointed out that their annual report was overdue for
several years, is unknown. Regardless, they finally reported, and used some
wonderful language, four years after legislation had required them to do so
annually.
On 8 November 1862, in a mixture of pomposity and understatement, W.H.F.
MITCHELL, Commissioner of Railways and Roads, submitted a Report to the
Governor which contained a number of attachments. Return No.8 included all
persons employed upon the lines, exclusively of the Engineer-in-Chief’s staff.
Why they were excluded is not known and it would seem tardy not to do so
when this report commenced with an attempt at apologising for failing to report
as required.
Persons employed
Return No.8 contained a lengthy and detailed report containing over 500
names. It included the station, name, date of appointment, salary and position.
Only employees of the Secretary’s Branch and Traffic employees were shown;
no locomotive crews, track maintenance or workshop employees are shown.
The list contains many staff with a date of employment given as 1 September
1860. Most if not all of them would have been former G & MR Co employees
and this is confirmed by noting that most of them were located at the former
Geelong Line stations or as level crossing gatekeepers. It is likely that some
former G & MR Co employees departed railway employment during those two
years between their transfer and the date the list was published. It is also
possible that some new employees may have coincidently commenced
employment with the VR on 1 September 1860 and not transferred from the G
&MR Co, but they would be very few, if any.
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The Station Master at Geelong, William CADWALLADAR, is known to be
the former G & MR Co holder of that position. Three employees on relatively
high salaries are shown at locations not on the Geelong Line – James BRUCE
at Melbourne (goods station), H M BARTER at Sandhurst (Bendigo) and John
ANDERSON at Woodend (goods station). The positions that they occupied
would have required someone with railway experience, but whether they
obtained it on the G & MR Co, or just happened to join the VR on 1 September
1860, is unknown. John ANDERSON (at Woodend goods) became the VR
General Traffic Manager between 1878 and 1887. John KEOGH, shown as the
Station Master at Little River in the list, died after a short illness on the day
that the report was published.
Therefore, a belated VR report from November 1862 gives us a list of names of
some former G & MR Co employees who transferred from the private
company to government employment in September 1860.
Any readers interested in researching railway family history may access the
full 1862 list (containing more than 500 names) and other resource information
at the Victorian Association of Family History Organisation website
(https://www.vafho.org.au/victorian-railway-employees/)
References
‘Current topics’, The Geelong Advertiser, 31 August 1860, p. 3.
‘Current topics’, The Geelong Advertiser, 1 September 1860, p. 2.
‘Died’, The Geelong Advertiser, 18 September 1862, p. 2.
‘Geelong’, The Argus, 6 September 1860, p. 5.
An Act to Incorporate a Company to be called “The Geelong and Melbourne
Railway Company”, 8 February 1853.
An Act to Incorporate a Company to be called “The Melbourne, Mount
Alexander and Murray River Railway Company”, 8 February 1853.
Act No.15, Melbourne and Mount Alexander Railway Company, 19 March
1856.
Act No.38, The Railway Act, 24 November 1857.
Act No.96, Geelong and Melbourne Railway Investment Act, 8 June 1860.
Harrigan, LJ, Victorian Railways to ’62, Victorian Railways Public Relations
and Betterment Board, Melbourne, 1962.
Victorian Railways, Report of the Board of Land and Works, November 1862.
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GFHG DNA INTEREST GROUP
(AKA DIG)
We are delighted to announce the formation of the Geelong Family History
Groups DNA Interest Group – DIG for short.
Meetings will be held once a month over Zoom, thus allowing all members,
regardless of their location, to participate. We also have ‘in-between’ monthly
meetings which involve more input from attendees but also include prize
giveaways such as DNA kits.
Membership to DIG costs $15.00 for non-members and free to GFHG
members. For further information or to become a member of our GFHG DIG,
please email the GFHG Secretary on geelongfhg@gmail.com
******************************

NEWS OF THE WEEK
10 Apr 1913

Mr Oswald PRESTON, a popular tenor of the Smart Set Theatrical Company
died as a result of the accident. After the steering gear failed, the car veered off
Pakington Street near Maitland Street, close to Mrs TOURNIER’S fruit shop
and struck a verandah post. The driver, Norman Dickenson LLOYD and his
other passenger, Mona THOMAS, also a vocalist with the theatre company,
were not injured.
8

THE DEATH OF EDWARD MARTIN.
Little did Jeremiah CONNELL know of the fate in store for him, when he
arrived in Australia from Cork in 1844. Little did he know that his staunch
hatred of Protestants and the demon drink, would result in his hanging, in 1847,
for the murder of Edward MARTIN.
As the noose was placed around Jeremiah’s neck, he showed great fortitude
and courage, for he had long realized that he was the scapegoat for the
misdeeds of others. As CONNELL told one of his gaolers, his conduct was
violent and abusive only when intoxicated.
On the afternoon of Monday 16th November 1846, Jeremiah CONNELL and
Robert CAMERON were drinking at John VEITCH’s Inn, in Buninyong.
Accounts of the afternoon vary, but it was apparent that arguments about
religion were high on the agenda. CONNELL stepped outside and challenged
any Orangeman to a fight. “I am a Papist and I will never be satisfied until I
have the blood of an Orangeman on my soul”.
CAMERON had a round and CONNELL then challenged others. As
CAMERON was leaving, CONNELL knocked him to the ground and
continued hitting him when down. Edward MARTIN, a servant of VEITCH’s
passed and said: “If you’re a papist you are a cowardly one, to hit a young man
when he’s down.” He too was ready for a fight, as CONNELL advanced
towards him. He crouched in a fighting stance ready to protect himself, but was
led away by his wife and William BANNISTER and the bar was closed.
That evening MARTIN and his wife were among those in the kitchen. Again,
reports are conflicting, but many were intoxicated. Around eight o’clock
VEITCH heard a scuffle in the kitchen. As he entered from the taproom, he
met Mrs MARTIN, and found CAMERON with his head bleeding, another
with a cheek wound and MARTIN insensible with two head wounds. Edward
MARTIN died the next morning.
CAMERON, at his ensuing trial, attempted unsuccessfully, to defend himself.
He pleaded intoxication saying he could remember very little. He had lashed
out when he perceived as attacked by several men at once. Edward NORTON,
as one newspaper said, drunk in court, was the only witness called in his
defence. He added little to the already damming evidence.
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The jury took twenty minutes to convict and CONNELL was sentenced to be
hanged, although Judge A’BECKETT alluded to the fact that “others may have
got away”.
The story didn’t end there. A confession by CONNELL, given the night before
his demise, was published after his death [1]. It gave a slightly more plausible
account of the events. Taunted for his faith and knocked, several times in the
afternoon fighting, an intoxicated CONNELL retaliated. In a bid to have it out
with the perpetrators and after more drinking, he attempted to reignite the
debate. In fear of his own safety he lashed out, was caught and beaten. Had
MARTIN not died, the whole incident would have been taken as a day of
drunken brawling.
[1] The confession was published in the Geelong Advertiser and Squatters’
Advocate on 2 March 1847 p.2 and the Port Phillip Patriot and Morning
Advertiser on the 27 Feb 1847 p.4.
Often we get an entirely different view of history well after the event.
Sue Wood
******************************

GEELONG TIMES
2 October1882
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FINDING A NEW FAMILY MEMBER …
WHEN YOU LEAST EXPECT!
by Elizabeth Kraus
Recently, I was updating some of my father’s side of the family, which I’ve not
done so for some time. Originally from Wiltshire, emigrating in 1847 and
settling in the Adelaide Hills, the HOBBS family grew from four to
considerably more! Descendants are now scattered with the main branches now
in Western Australia, as well as South Australia.
I put in a request with the FindAGrave (FAG) website for a photo of the
headstone of one such family member. Thomas HOBBS was buried with his
wife, Florence at the West Terrace Cemetery in Adelaide. I already had
information from the Adelaide Cemeteries Authority website, the “South
Australian Deaths Registrations 1916-1972” and the “Australian Cemeteries
Index” website, but I didn’t have a record of the headstone. Besides this, I had
my earlier information, which included their births, and date and place of
marriage. I also knew that they had four children: Alma Jean, Kenneth Aubrey,
Elva Dawn and Leonard John born between 1916 and 1925. Although I had
found no marriages, I did have their birth records. The two sons had died some
years ago and had either been buried and/or cremated at the Centennial Park
Cemetery, Pasadena (Adelaide), whereas the daughters I knew no more.

Pratt Grave – West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide
Source: Find A Grave
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Within a week of sending my request, I received an email from FAG. There on
the website was a photo of the headstone ... still in good condition! Not only
did it confirm the death dates of Thomas and Florence, but it listed five
children (Jean, Ken, Elva, Len, Ray)! Who was this extra son? This then, sent
me off to find more information! I rechecked the South Australian Births
Registrations 1916-1928 – not there! Then I decided to confirm his father’s
death information on the Trove website There I found the death notice of
Thomas in 1945, which mentioned “little Ray”.
So then, here’s how I found “Ray”, a somewhat younger son of Thomas and
Florence. Considering that none of the other sons had inherited “Edward” as a
Christian name, as his father had, I thought that he may have been named
“Raymond Edward”. Yes, that proved to be the case! “The Savill Index of
“The Advertiser” Funeral Notices 1971-2019” website had him with a funeral
notice for January 2017. I then checked “The Ryerson Index” website which
confirmed this and with a little more help from Google, I found the funeral
notice on “The Weekly Times” website. I now had a date and place of
cremation! Searching the Centennial Park Cemetery website, I discovered more
information – his birth date of 1938, his death date of December 2016 and his
last abode. The final piece of the puzzle was his national service records, which
I found on the “Nominal Roll of Nashos who served 1951 to 1972” website.
This confirmed his date of birth and family connections.
Amazing! From one little piece of information found, I have been able, with
research of a range of resources, to add another twig to my family tree…

SOURCES:
Adelaide Cemeteries Authority https://www5.aca.sa.gov
Australian Cemeteries Index http://austcemindex.com
Trove https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper
The Savill Index of “The Advertiser” Funeral Notices 1971-2019”
https://savill.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au
The Ryerson Index https://ryersonindex.org
The Weekly Times” https://www.weeklytimesnow.com
Centennial Park Cemetery https://www.centennialpark.org
The Nominal Roll of Nashos who served 1951 to 1972 http://nashonomroll.org
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MOORAK PARK, NEWTOWN
Chris Ganly
On the south side of Noble Street opposite Talbot Street, Newtown, there’s a
small park called “Moorak Park.” With time on my hands, I decided to
investigate its unusual name.

My starting guess was that it was likely to be an Aboriginal name, which it is.
It means mountain, or hill. And this makes a lot of sense as Moorak Park is
sitting proudly on Mercer’s Hill in Newtown. But the obvious question begs,
well to me anyway, why and how?
Part of the land the park comprises was given to the town council in February
1920 by Cr Marcus COLLINS. The other part was purchased by the council
from Mr R. VENTERS.
“Cr. Marcus Collins, of Noble-street, Newtown has marked by himself
the occasion of the return of himself and Mrs. Collins from a world trip
by presenting a valuable block of land for the purposes of a public
reserve in Newtown. It is to take the form of Peace Memorial in the
borough, the land is in one of the best positions in Newtown, near the
present residence of the donor. The matter was discussed last night's
meeting of Newtown and Chilwell
13

Public Works Committee. Cr. Collins presented the block of land in
Noble Street, in size 70 feet by 330 feet, conditionally upon the council
purchasing the adjoining block which has since been arranged. His
intention had been made known before, and negotiations for purchase of
this block were made. It is proposed to make of the land a Peace
Memorial reserve, the cost of which, including the laying out in trees and
walks, is expected to be between £500 and £600. An appeal will be made
to burgesses to raise this sum by subscription. Many of the borough's
leading residents, being interested in the city as well, have already given
to general memorials, but councillors feel they will also wish to be
identified with their own memorial, and will have a few pounds to spare
for the purpose. At the next meeting of the council the question of name
and planning will be discussed, councillors thinking well about the
proposal in the meantime.”
"Newtown Peace Memorial "
Geelong Advertiser 12 February 1920: p. 3.
The name “Moorak” comes from the COLLINS’ who lived next door to the
park, on the eastern side, in “Moorak.” The house still stands. It’s been
renovated and restored in recent years and is looking great. If you look closely,
the word “Moorak” can be seen in the leadlight above the front door.

“Moorak”, Noble Street, Newtown
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The COLLINS’, having donated the land, named it Moorak Park. They went
one step further and contributed 800 pounds for the construction of the park as
well, about half of what was raised to complete the works. From all of this, it’s
not surprising to find a memorial to Marcus COLLINS in the centre of the
park. The park was intended as a borough soldiers’ memorial and, as such, the
ratepayers were encouraged to contribute generously to it.
Mr F. BARTLETT, an experienced gardener, was appointed to lay out the
park. A rock frontage was built to face Noble Street (still does), gravel paths
ran in various directions (now concreted), and hedges, shrubs, and other plants
were placed in suitable positions. A water service was added to the park. In
1921, a “war trophy” was added to the park. It was a 105mm German howitzer
gun.
“The trophy is a 105 millimetre howitzer in a very battered condition.
Much of the gun’s gear has been shot away, marks of intense
bombardment being very noticeable. The trophy will be placed on a stand
in Moorak Park in Noble-street.”
"War trophy for Moorak Park"
Geelong Advertiser 23 September 1921: p. 2
Now long gone, like most of these “trophies” are, there are signs that it might
have stood just north of the Marcus Collins Memorial. In 1988 a new memorial
was added - the City of Newtown War Memorial. The Memorial
commemorates those who died in service or were killed in action in the various
conflicts in which Australia has been involved. It was dedicated on
Remembrance Day, 11 November 1988.

Drinking Fountain
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You wouldn’t call it a well-appointed park. It has a small children’s play area
to the rear, seats dotted around, and some toilets for public use. The drinking
tap has seen better years and no longer operates, following a lead scare.
What’s not obvious or clear is why there are two plaques at the Noble Street
end, each under a small tree. They are plaques commemorating anniversaries
for the National Council of Women of Victoria, Geelong Branch - one for the
40 years: 1944 to 1984 and the other for 60 years, 1944 to 2004.

National Council of Women of Victoria Memorial Plaques

MARCUS EDWARD COLLINS
So who was Marcus Edward COLLINS?
Marcus COLLINS was born in Geelong in 1859 to William Henry COLLINS
and Maria GILBERT. He attended Geelong Grammar School before joining
his father, along with his brothers William Gilbert and Albert James in the
family business.
The Union Woollen Mills had been established in 1874 in Geelong by his
father, William COLLINS. Following William’s death in 1890, the brothers
continued the business as a partnership. In 1899, Albert retired, leaving
William Jnr and Marcus to continue the business. In 1904, the partnership
between William and Marcus ended, with Marcus continuing on as sole
operator of the business. The business was incorporated in 1913 and became
Collins Bros. Pty. Ltd. It was located on the west side of La Trobe Terrace, just
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near the Barwon River. It closed in 1988 after the tariffs on textiles were lifted
and the market was flooded with foreign made goods. The building still stands
there today, bearing the company name.

Former Collins Bros. Building, Latrobe Terrace, Geelong

Marcus’ private life was one marred by tragedy. On the 17th May 1888 he
married Helen (aka Ellen) Marjoribanks RAMAGE at the High Church,
Geelong and their first son, Arthur Marcus Stanley was born in 1889. A second
son, Basil Noel Marcus was born in 1891 and both he and Arthur later joined
their father in running the mill.
A daughter, Helen Marjoribanks COLLINS was born on the 12th May 1894,
but tragically, her mother passed away on the 22nd May, aged only 38 years.
Helen Junior was to follow her mother shortly after, dying on the 31 st August at
the tender ages of 3 months. On the 16th February 1898, Marcus married Addie
Grace NORMAN at the Mission Church, in Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. Sadly,
Addie passed away on the 30th December 1924 and was buried in Mt Gambier,
where her parents had settled after arriving from America.
Marcus COLLINS was very prominent in the Geelong region. He was on the
Newtown and Chilwell Council for over 20 years and was twice Mayor of the
city. Marcus died at Moorak on 14 April 1935, aged 76 and was buried in the
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Eastern Cemetery. His estate was worth over £88,000 at the time of his death,
and resulted in donations of £1000 to the Kitchener Memorial Hospital
building fund and £500 to the Geelong and Western District Protestant
Orphanage. The remainder of his estate was shared between family and friends.
The memorial in his honour was dedicated on Monday 10 March 1958.
His father, William Henry COLLINS was the nephew of Lieutenant-Colonel
David COLLINS, famous for the 1803 Sorrento settlement near Sullivan Bay.
In 1804, COLLINS became the founding Lieutenant Governor of the colony of
Van Diemen’s Land, which in 1901 became the state of Tasmania. Collins
Street, probably the premier street in Melbourne is named for David
COLLINS.

SOURCES:
“Death Notices”, Geelong Advertiser, 23 May 1894 p. 1
“Death Notices”, Geelong Advertiser, 1 September 1894 p.1
“Public Notices” Geelong Advertiser 18 Nov 1899 p. 3
"Collins’ Mill" Geelong Advertiser 13 Sep 1913: p.2.
"Moorak Park" Geelong Advertiser 3 Apr 1920: p.2.
"Water and sewerage doings” Geelong Advertiser 15 July 1920:p. 2
"Moorak Park" Geelong Advertiser 12 Aug 1920:p. 2
"Newtown and Chilwell" Geelong Advertiser 26 Aug 1920:p. 4.
“Death of Mrs Marcus Collins” Geelong Advertiser 2 Jan 1925 p.3
"Geelong reminiscences” Geelong Advertiser 21 July 1928: p. 9.
"Obituary" The Argus 15 April 1935: p.8.
"Wills and Estates” The Argus 19 June 1935: p.6
Collins, David (1756–1810)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National
Centre of Biography, Australian National University,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/collins-david-1912/text2269
City of Newtown War Memorial
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/multiple/display/32920-cityof-newtown-war-memorial
Marcus Collins
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/people/government--local/display/100444-marcus-collins
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IT’S A WEIRD WIRED WORLD
Here are a few interesting websites that have come to our attention over the past few
months.
Friends of the Cerberus
http://www.cerberus.com.au
If you have an ancestor connected to the Cerberus and the permanent Victorian
Navy Force 1884-1905 then check out this site. Under “The Men” section, it
contains Certificates of Service for the 346 members of the Navy as well as
enrolment sheets and much more.
ECCLEGEN: Ministers of the Free Church of Scotland 1843-1900
https://www.ecclegen.com/
Provides ecclesiastical and genealogical information about ministers of the Free
Church of Scotland and their families. Includes access to “The Annals of the Free
Church of Scotland” by William Ewing.
Irish Jewish Family History Database
http://www.irishjewishroots.com/index.php
Compiled by Stuart Rosenblatt, the database contains the details of over 60,000
people of Jewish descent who have lived in Ireland since 1644. The database
contains details of births, marriages, burials, school records, naturalization records
and census information.
Intimations – Inverclyde Libraries, Museums and Archives, Scotland
https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/heritage-services/wattlibrary/family-history/intimations
The Watt’s Library’s index of family history notices posted in the local press from
1800-1918. Contains many local births, marriages and deaths as seen in the
Greenock Advertiser, Greenock Telegraph and other local papers.

ANCESTRY
Australia – Queensland – Gregson & Weight Funeral Records 1972-2010
An index to the funeral records of one of the prominent funeral directors on the
Sunshine Coast. It contains approximately 20,000 entries.
Australia – Royal Australian Air Force Personnel Files 1921-1948
Contains digital images of personnel files for both commissioned and noncommissioned officers. Files may contain casualty files, accident reports andunit
records.
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Australia – Queensland – Index to Government Railway Workers 1878-1946
An index to staff employed at various stations by the Queensland Government
Railway. Information may include: Name, age, birth date, employment start date and
place, occupation and industry.
England – West Midlands – Police Files and Ledgers 1850-1950
Comprises a wide variety of registers that recorded police appointments,
promotions, disciplinary actions, transfers, lists of applicants, injuries sustained in
the line of duty, and physical descriptions. Covers the constabularies of
Birmingham, Staffordshire, Coventry, Walsall, West Midlands, Dudley &
Wolverhampton.
England – West Midlands –Criminal Registers 1850-1933
Contains details of individuals charged with criminal offences. Information may
include: name, age at time of incarceration, birth place, nature of the crime,
conviction date and place, sentence and a photograph and/or physical description of
the individual.
UK – Post Office World War I and World War II Memorial Books 1914-1945
England – Lancashire – Electoral Registers 1832-1935
England – Bedfordshire – Workhouse & Poor Law Records 1835-1914
Scotland – Registers of Deeds 1619-1859

FIND MY PAST
Scotland – Scottish Monumental Inscriptions
Over 600,000 new entries have been added. Collection includes cemeteries from
Aberdeen & North East Scotland, Caithness, Dumfries & Galloway, Ayrshire, the
Highlands, Lanarkshire, Moray, and the Tay Valley.
Britain - British Armed Forces Soldiers’ Wills 1850-1986
Britain – British Red Cross & Order of St John Enquiry List, Wounded & Missing
1914-1919
Scotland – Ayrshire – Census & Population Lists 1801-1831
England – Berkshire – Probate records 1839-1857

DECEASED ONLINE
England – Exeter – Exwick 1877-2019, Topsham 1856-2019 & Higher Cemeteries
1862-2019
England – London – Streatham Cemetery 1893-2014, Lambeth (Tooting) Cemetery
1858-2016, Lambeth Cremations 1958-2012
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THOMAS PRATT
By Wendy Ganly
Thomas PRATT, his wife Mary and their four children arrived in Geelong on
25 August 1857 onboard the Talbot from Therfield, Hertfordshire, England.
During the voyage Mary gave birth to Susan Elizabeth on board the ship.
Thomas aged 35, could read only and was assigned to W.L. LEES, Malop
Street, Geelong commencing 5 September 1857 for 6 months term at the rate of
£52. Mary could read and write.
Sadly Thomas’s life in Geelong was for only 2 years as on the 30 September
1859 he died from wounds he received from being kicked by a horse. The
inquest was told that Thomas was an experienced horseman having worked for
the CUMMINS family for the last 12 months as a carter.
Thomas came back to the stables at about 2.00 or 3.00pm on Wednesday
afternoon with his four horses and timber truck. Thomas loosened his horses
and was about to put them into their stable when he saw two new horses
belonging to Mr. CUMMINS in his stable.
Two of his horses had followed him. In trying to get his own horses away from
the new horses, one of the new ones kicked him in the lower stomach. Mrs.
Mary Ann WALTER'S was doing the washing at the time and saw the incident.
She thought Thomas had only slipped but when she saw the look of agony on
Thomas's face she ran to tell Mrs. Ellen CARR who told Mr. ORR to run for
the doctor.
When Mrs. WALTER'S returned she found Thomas lying against the stable
door. She helped him up from the ground and he rested on a water cart in the
stable and then helped him into Mrs. CUMMINS kitchen. She left the kitchen
for a minute and when she came back Thomas was on the ground rolling in
pain.
Thomas was taken to his own home where Doctor James SPARKS fearing
some injury to the bladder passed a catheter and drew off about half a pint of
clear urine. He directed his wife to apply hot poultices and he himself gave him
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morphine and calomil as well as applying 30 leeches. Dr. SPARKS was in
consultation with Dr. CHAMBERS and both agreed that what Dr. SPARKS
was doing was all that could be done for Thomas.
Thomas was still in great pain when he died from a rupture of the intestines. He
was buried in the Church of England section of the Eastern Cemetery on the 1st
October 1959. The Inquest was held at the Western Hotel, which was an
important stylized Renaissance Revival architectural building, constructed in
1853/54 for publican Henry ROURKE.
It was used as a hotel up until circa 1867, a private school for young ladies in
circa 1868-1870 (the West End Seminary run by Mrs T. THOMPSON), before
again reverting back to a hotel with the name changed to the Bayview Hotel.

Bayview Hotel, Mercer Street
Source: Victorian Heritage Database

Thomas is my hubby’s Robert Ganly’s 2nd Great Grandfather.

SOURCES:
Geelong Historical Record Centre Shipping Records: Reel; 106 1857 page 147
Inquest Deposition - VPRS 24, Series 45, Item 861.900
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BOOK REVIEW
THE SCOTS: A GENETIC JOURNEY
Alistair Moffat’s book traces the history of the Scotland and Scottish people
from before the last Ice Age to current times. The multiple Invasions (or
incomings) of people from early hunter gatherers right up to more recent
arrivals of incoming English coming to stay, all having implanted their DNA
variations on the peoples of the land.
He describes the impacts of nature’s
forces on the earth and on the
movements of early man, the
relationship of Homo Sapiens with
Neanderthals leaving a DNA imprint.
He follows the flow of mankind from
Africa to Europe and Asia through
archaeology, the development of skills,
the blending of cultures and of
languages and the movements of peoples
leading to the many incomings to the
Northern parts of the British Isles.
He describes the impacts of nature’s
forces on the earth and on the
movements of early man, the
relationship of Homo Sapiens with
Neanderthals leaving a DNA imprint. He follows the flow of mankind from
Africa to Europe and Asia through archaeology, the development of skills, the
blending of cultures and of languages and the movements of peoples leading to
the many incomings to the Northern parts of the British Isles.
Whilst Alistair is interested in showing the effect of the influences on the
Scots, this is a book not for those of Scottish ancestry only, as what has had
effect on the Scots has also had affect on the Irish, Welsh, Cornish and the
English as well as the mutual effects on each other. I found the book intriguing
and enjoyed learning of all the things that may have influenced my own DNA.
I read this book as an eBook from Amazon but it must be available otherwise. I
would recommend it to the readers of The Pivot Tree.
David R J Wilson
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A CLERGYMAN IN THE FAMILY
Finding a clergyman in the family tree can be a real treat, mainly because there
tends to be a paper trail of their service. Listed below are a number of potential
online sources for finding out about church ancestors in the UK and Australia.
CATHOLIC
The Internet Archive
https://archive.org/index.php
Perform a basic search of this treasure trove using the term “clergy list”.
This leads to a number of free to download digitised volumes of clerical
directories from around the world. Among these are Hoffman’s Catholic
Directory, Almanac and Clergy List which lists catholic clergy in Great
Britain, Ireland, America and Canada.
Women of Vision: Index of Nuns and Sisters of the Catholic Church in
Australia 1838-1918
https://sites.google.com/stbedes.catholic.edu.au/womenofvision
An alphabetical index of women who either became nuns in Australia, or
who arrived in Australia as nuns. Comprises approximately 14,000
entries contributed by fifty religious orders or congregations.

Source: State Library of Victoria http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/85323
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METHODIST
Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History
https://ocmch.wordpress.com/digital/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ocmch/albums
https://www.flickr.com/photos/britishmethodistbuildings/albums
The Centre is part of the Oxford Brookes University. Available
collections include Methodist portrait prints (over 2,000 portraits of
Methodists dating from the 18th century to the 20th century) and British
Methodist Buildings (photos of Methodist buildings with a strong
coverage of England with further images for Scotland, Wales and the
Channel Islands)
A Dictionary of Methodism in Britain and Ireland
https://dmbi.online/
Published in 2000, this dictionary provides a comprehensive and concise
guide to Methodism in Britain and Ireland, in all its varied branches. It
also contains biographical entries
Methodist Heritage
http://methodistheritage.org.uk/index.htm
A good jumping off point for researching Methodists in Britain including
the following community archives that contain information on ministers,
lay people and chapels.
My Methodist History
https://www.mymethodisthistory.org.uk/
My Wesley Methodists
https://www.mywesleyanmethodists.org.uk/
My Primitive Methodists
https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/
My United Methodists
https://www.myunitedmethodists.org.uk/
Covers the Bible Christians (1815-1907), the Methodist New Connexion
(1797-1907) and the United Methodist Free Church (1857-1907)
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND (ANGLICAN)
Crockford’s Clerical Directory (Anglican)
https://www.crockford.org.uk/
The authoritative directory for the Anglican Church covering the whole
of the Church of England, the Church in Wales, the Scottish Episcopal
Church and the Church of Ireland in the UK and Ireland. First published
in 1858, volumes up to 1968 are available online. Entries are only for
those still working or retired. Once a person died, their biography was
removed. Note: Ancestry has selected editions from between 1868 &
1932
CCEd: Clergy of the Church of England Database 1540-1835
https://theclergydatabase.org.uk/
A useful tool for searching the principal records from over 50 archives in
England and Wales with the aim of providing information on Anglican
clergy from the Reformation to the mid-19th century. Search by person or
location.

Anglicanism in Australia
http://anglicanhistory.org/aus/
Contains the Cable Clerical Index and historical documents relating to
Anglicanism in Australia.
Cable Clerical Index
http://anglicanhistory.org/aus/cci/
An index of clergy who served in the Anglican Church of Australia from
the earliest times through to those ordained or serving by 31 December
1961.
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BAPTISTS
Strict Baptist Historical Society
http://www.sbhs.org.uk/
Otherwise known as the Strict and Particular Baptists. The Society has a
number of databases in progress. These include: Baptist pastors and their
chapels, a Personal Names Database (comprising data on both clergy and
laymen from a number of Strict Baptist magazines), and the Pastors
Gallery (an index to a series of portraits that appeared in the Cheering
Words magazine between 1878 and 1941)
Baptist Ministers in Queensland 1849-1906
http://www.dparker.net.au/min5505.htm
An index compiled by David Parker containing ministers who served in
the mainstream Baptist churches which became the Baptist Union of
Queensland in 1877, along with those who served the German Baptist
Churches, who maintained their own German Baptist Conference.
CONGREGATIONAL
The Surman Index (Congregational Ministers)
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/sed/religionandliterature/research/surman-index/
A biographical card index of Congregational ministers created by Charles
Surman. The index contains the names of approximately 32,000 ministers
and where known, details of their education, ministries or other
employment, from the mid-17th century to 1972.
QUAKERS (SOCIETY OF FRIENDS)
Australian Quaker Biographies
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/resources/quaker-biographies
Includes Dictionary of Australian Quaker Biography – details of over
1350 people who have been significantly associated with the Quakers in
Australia & Quaker Arrivals prior to 1862 – which contains the names of
those who were associated with the Quakers either by membership,
family, schooling or burial and who spent some time in Australia prior to
1862. A number of these people returned to England and Ireland and did
not permanently settle in Australia.
ED.
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TAYLOR PARK TORQUAY
In the centre of Torquay is a parcel of land known as Taylor Park, a legacy
from Torquay’s past, well before the first land sales of 1886. It is one of a few
parcels of land in Torquay that has never been subdivided for public sale. It
continues to be Crown Land, now managed by the Great Ocean Road Coastal
Committee (GORCC).
One of the earliest inhabitants of the area was Felix ROSSER who had been
issued a licence for a fisherman’s hut on Yellow Bluff as early as 1865 and
over time he also erected a couple of fishing huts on the foreshore. As more
fishermen came to fish at Zeally Bay the ‘Reserve’ now known as Taylor Park
was the ideal location for their fishing huts or tents and for recreational
camping. The reserve comprising five, approximately 5 acre allotments, had
not yet been put up for sale.
In 1877, Felix applied to purchase some of this land but Andrew WHITE held
the grazing licence at the time, so the request was refused. The inspector who
came out to review the land holding reported back to the Lands Department
that the land should be put up for sale. The recommendation was not acted
upon. Then in 1881 there was a flurry of requests to purchase some of the land.
James FOLLETT first asked if any land was available and, despite a negative
response, he applied for land anyway. Charles WHITE objected to Follett’s
application, at the same time putting in his own submission!

Felix Rosser & his hut c. 1892.
Source: Torquay Museum without Walls
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Over the coming months further applications encouraging a sale arrived at the
Lands Department. FOLLETT’S application was refused even though he had
49 signatures from fishermen stating they would never use the land. James
FOLLETT already owned the adjoining 90 acres (between Darian-Beach Torquay Roads – The Esplanade) which he used as a ‘fishing homestead’ it
was reported. In one of the objections there was a petition with 13 signatures of
fishermen and Geelong residents wanting to use the reserve for camping. In
support of not selling the land, South Barwon Shire, as did the Geelong City
Town Clerk, wrote to the Lands Department recommending the land be
reserved for fishing and camping purposes. In their wisdom, the Lands
Department decided to withhold the land from ‘sale, leasing and licensing,
except with a fisherman’s licence’, preventing a monopoly of land ownership
and allowing adjoining landholders to access their land.
In 1882, four years before the Puebla (Torquay) township land sales, the 27
acres of the Reserve were gazetted to be withheld from sale. Three years later
in 1885, frustrated by the cattle and sheep eating the grass, Felix ROSSER,
with the support of other fishermen, placed a request to use the reserve so that
he could fence the land and protect the grass from cattle and sheep grazing.
The animals ate all the grass where the fishermen hung their equipment to dry,
and they would eat the fishing nets as well. WHITE and BLUNDELL held the
grazing licence so the request was again refused as the Lands Department
wanted to ensure that the land was available for all fishermen, not just Felix
and a handful of men. With the popularity of the town growing, in 1885, the
township of Puebla was proclaimed, the first land sales taking place during
September 1886. The land for sale only extended from Bell Street to Anderson
Street.
During 1899 James FOLLETT Jnr, claiming to be a fisherman and owning no
land in Torquay, gained a permit for a fisherman’s licence to build a hut on part
of the reserve.
Six years later, when nobody held a grazing lease on the land, Felix once again
requested to use the reserve so that he could make use of the grass and wood.
Felix also requested to manage the Marl Pit next to his hut (located on Yellow
Bluff where the Elephant Walk play equipment is). He offered to fence the
reserve at his own expense, plant trees and attend to growing shrubs. His offer
also included allowing fishermen to camp there and take sites.
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The Bailiff heard objections from community members therefore it was
suggested that tenders should be called for grazing and removal of Marl. The
open tender was gazetted on August 29, 1906 but there were no offers, mainly
because there was no fence around the land.
A 6-year lease was eventually awarded to Carl VOSS twelve months later.
Felix had not been happy with the lack of a fence around the land to contain the
wandering cattle so he erected his own fence around his Fisherman’s Hut, but
this fence also encroached onto the allotment now leased to VOSS who was
responsible for clearing the scrub and fencing the land. Subsequently VOSS
asked the Lands Department to approach ROSSER for him to alter his fence to
the correct boundaries. Another obstacle for Carl VOSS in fulfilling the
obligation of his lease was that the fence would often be pulled down. Carl
always suspected Felix ROSSER as the culprit.
Needing more recreational activities for visitors to Torquay the Torquay
Improvement Association (TIA) approached Carl VOSS in April 1908
requesting that the reserve be ploughed and grass sown on a portion of the land
for golf links. They wanted to create holes and bunkers and would see to the
fencing. With no objections from Carl VOSS, the TIA approached the Lands
Department with their proposal and asked that the land be gazetted for ‘Golf
and Recreational’ purposes. The Lands Department approved this venture, also
giving permission for a club house to be erected providing it could easily be
removed.
Carl VOSS moved to Germantown in 1911 and wanted release from his lease.
Consequently, after approval from the Lands Department, the licence was
transferred to the TIA. The golf club and a 3-hole course were completed that
year. Games were played by going around the course three times. With the
support of South Barwon Shire Council, J. W. TAYLOR, as President of the
TIA, began pushing the Lands Department to have the golf links proclaimed a
reserve.
Originally set apart for the use of fisherman’s huts, the Torquay Reserve was
once again reviewed for its use. By the end of 1916 the Lands Department was
refusing the extension of Ocean Boulevard (The Esplanade) through the
reserve because it was intending to subdivide the land for sale. South Barwon
Shire Council along with the TIA urged the Lands Department to put the
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allotments at Point Danger up for sale first because that area was already
subdivided. Further encouraging the Lands Department to reconsider
subdividing the land, South Barwon Council offered to buy the land so that it
could stay as a reserve. After a lot of discussion and consultation, in 1917 when
the reserve was gazetted to be temporarily reserved from sale, South Barwon
Council recommended that the land be managed by the Torquay Reserve
Trustees, and the Lands Department agreed to the recommendation
By Christmas 1920 a new 9-hole course was developed in front of the Palace
Hotel with a new committee and club also established. Bowling was popular at
the Melba Guest House so it was decided on 10th January 1924 to form the
Torquay Bowls Club on the Reserve where the old golf links were. Carl VOSS
was contracted to build the green and club house.
The name TAYLOR PARK came about in 1921 just before the death of John
William TAYLOR who had worked very hard for the development of Torquay.
He was one of the first trustees of Torquay Reserves and Parks being appointed
in 1893. John William was chairperson of the Trustees and also President of
the TIA at a crucial time when the Lands Department had to be convinced by
him to maintain the land as a public reserve and not subdivide the land for sale.
John William also planted gums and pines in a series of straight lines across the
park and organised nurserymen to propose other vegetation for planting.

J. W. Taylor Memorial Plaque
Source: Torquay Museum without Walls
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In 1935 when J.C. Taylor & Sons had the contract to build the College of
Surgeons for the British Medical Association in Spring Street Melbourne, Alan
TAYLOR (EJ Taylor’s son) was the site manager. This College was built on
the site of the Model School, built in 1852. As contractor for the site, surplus
materials from the demolition belonged to the contractor. EJ TAYLOR liked
the cast iron fence and the two gates with their blue stone gate pillars. He
didn’t want to see them wrecked, so he dismantled them stone by stone and had
them re-erected on The Esplanade entrance to Taylor Park. EJ had always
hoped that the boundary of the park would be fenced up to the blue stone gate
posts.

Taylor Park Gates
Source: Torquay Museum without Walls

During WW2, a unit of Engineers from the 10th Field Regiment (Artillery)
were camped at Taylor Park. They constructed gun emplacements, barbed wire
barriers and concrete objects on the beach to impede any invading force.
With the growth of natural habitat for birds, Taylor Park, under ‘The Game
Acts’ was proclaimed a sanctuary for native game in 1950.
After retiring from the building trade and serving many years as an official of
the Building Worker’s Industrial union and later President of the Geelong
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Trades Hall Council, Jack O’MARA moved to Torquay in the 1970s. He and
his wife spent much of their time caring for native birds. Backed by the
Torquay Improvement Association, Jack O’MARA (committee member 1974 1976) suggested to the Trustees in March 1974, that a man-made pond be built
to lure more species of birds. The TAYLOR family liked the idea of a
memorial pool dedicated to the many family members who had been very
active in the town and were prepared to donate funds and arrange construction.
The pond was completed in 1976 with the help of some government funding
and has become home to many varieties of birds as well as a source of
enjoyment and relaxation to many over the years.
During 1974 there was much discussion about the ownership and use of Taylor
Park. The Torquay Improvement Association had been looking for a site to
develop a swimming pool, and not knowing who owned the land upon which
Taylor Park is situated made enquiries sparking speculation and concern about
the retention of the land as a recreation reserve and the potential subdivision of
the allotments. The outcries prompted Mr. A. BUMPSTEAD, Secretary of the
TIA to write to the Geelong Advertiser stating that Taylor Park was Crown
Land. The article was followed up by J.A. TAYLOR writing a brief history of
Torquay for the Geelong Advertiser and clarifying that his grandfather John
William TAYLOR never owned the land. Later that year the Lands Department
revoked 1 hectare of the 1917 order to recognise the bowling club area.
In 1989 the park was under threat of development again. A South Barwon
Shire Councillor had suggested that the council look at earning revenue from
having the land sold (which couldn’t happen because the land never belonged
to the shire). Consequently, a volunteer group, Friends of Taylor Park, was
formed to fight any action that could jeopardise the existence of the park. This
small group, in partnership with the Great Ocean Road Coast Committee, has
kept up the legacy of John William TAYLOR by maintaining the park through
weed eradication and revegetation so that others can use the park for their
walking pleasure, picnics and barbecues.
Over time many of the pines carefully planted by JW TAYLOR have been
removed and revegetated with indigenous plants. The pond is enjoyed by many
as they watch the birds attracted to the park. Today the Crown Land status of
Taylor Park is Temporarily Reserved for Park and Recreation (1974). The
Bowling Green status is Temporary Reserved for Public Purposes (2003).
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Sources:
• Ferguson, J.M., In Defence of the Surf Coast – 1939 - 45, “Investigator” 2000
p 82 - 93
• Geelong Advertiser
• Lands Department correspondence files
• TIA (1989) One Hundred Years – a short history
• Trustees - Torquay Parks and Reserve - Minutes
• Victorian Government Gazette
Edited article - First published in History Matters no. 4, Dec 2016
Printed with permission - Torquay Museum without Walls
https://www.torquayhistory.com/
******************************
SCOTLANDS PEOPLE UPDATE
As part of ongoing improvements, Scotlands People have been adding the
mother’s maiden name to the Death indexes. Prior to 1974, the deceased’s
mother’s maiden name was not routinely included. Where this information is
included on a death certificate, Scotlands People are retrospectively adding this
to the index, starting with 1855. Records up to 1880 have been updated, with
plans to have up to 1883 completed by the end of 2020. Almost 1 million
records have been updated so far.
If you choose to add the mother’s maiden name to your search, be sure to tick
the “include unrecorded mother’s maiden surname” box. You may find that if
you enter a maiden name and the information hasn’t been added yet or isn’t
available, then a nil result will be returned.
WELSH PARISH REGISTERS
The exclusivity deal between the National Library of Wales and FindMyPast
expired in late 2020, meaning that other family history websites are free to add
the records. This means that these records are now available on Ancestry, The
Genealogist and MyHeritage. Ancestry and The Genealogist have added
searchable indexes accompanied by digital images of the original documents.
MyHeritage has added the indexes and will add images at a later date. Ancestry
will also continue to work with Welsh archives scanning new records.
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GEELONG TIMES INDEX
Aug to Dec 1876
Part 3
NAME
PARKES, Mr

COMMENT
Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
PEACOCK, Mr
Birregurra Turf Club
PEEL, T
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
PENGILLEY, Mr Birregurra Turf Club
PIGDON, Miss
Wallington Wesleyan
Church
PIKE, Alfred
Toll gate Debate

GT Date
10 Nov 1876

Correspondent
Birregurra

9 Nov 1876
11 Aug 1876

Birregurra
Drysdale

9 Nov 1876
7 Dec 1876

PLAIN, Mr

Drysdale Wesleyan
Sunday School picnic
Drysdale & Queenscliff
Rifle Match
Murroon Cricket Team
Opening of railway
Opening

6 Nov 1876

Birregurra
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Drysdale

25 Sep 1876

Drysdale

10 Nov 1876
25 Nov 1876
1 Aug 1876

Description

2 Aug 1876

Concert
Murroon Cricket Team
Murroon Cricket Team
Murroon Cricket Team
Murroon Cricket Team
Public Meeting & Tea

12 Aug 1876
10 Nov 1876
10 Nov 1876
10 Nov 1876
10 Nov 1876
2 Aug 1876

Birregurra
Winchelsea
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Meredith
Birregurra
Birregurra
Birregurra
Birregurra
Kensington
(Leopold)

PRIDDLE, Mr
PRIME, G
PRIME, Mr
Primitive New
Methodist Church
Primitive New
Methodist Church
PURCELL, Mr
PYLE, A
PYLE, G
PYLE, T
PYLE, W
REGDEN, Mrs
RENAUD, A C
Mr
REYNOLDS, Mr
ROBERTS, Dr
ROGERS, Mr
RYAN, E Mr

Colonial Bank,
Birregurra
Wallington Wesleyan
Church
Appointment
Ex-licensee Huntsman
Hotel
Wallington
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21 Sep 1876

31 Aug 1876
7 Dec 1876
31 Jul 1876
26 Sep 1876
28 Dec 1876

Birregurra
Kensington
(Leopold)
Queenscliff
Meredith
Kensington
(Leopold)

RYAN, Mrs

Death

28 Dec 1876

Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
SHANAHAN, Mr Birregurra Turf Club
SHARP, Mr
Chemist
SHAW, Mr
Court case
SMITH, G
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
SMITH, G Mr
Horse accident
SNELLINGS,
Public Meeting & Tea
Mrs
SNELLINGS,
Public Meeting & Tea
Sarah
SNELLS, Mr
Wallington Wesleyan
Church
SPARKS, Charles Board of Advice election

10 Nov 1876

Kensington
(Leopold)
Birregurra

9 Nov 1876
22 Nov 1876
30 Aug 1876
11 Aug 1876

Birregurra
Drysdale
Queenscliff
Drysdale

12 Sep 1876

SPARKS, Mr

Ballarat Show winner

30 Nov 1876

Steamer
'Queenscliff'
Steamer
'Queenscliff'
Steamer
'Queenscliff'
STEWART, Mr

To begin trading

4 Aug 1876

Drysdale
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
St Leonards

Welcome to port

11 Aug 1876

St Leonards

Welcome to port

15 Aug 1876

St Leonards

SAYCE, Mr

2 Aug 1876
2 Aug 1876
7 Dec 1876
13 Jul 1876

STIRLING, Mr
SUTTERBY, Mr

Drysdale Foresters
11 Aug 1876
Branch
Opening of railway
25 Nov 1876
Board of Advice election 18 Sep 1876

SUTTERBY, Mr

Toll gate Debate

21 Sep 1876

THOMAS,
GREENLAW &
SNOWBALL
THOMAS, Miss

Opening of railway

25 Nov 1876

Wallington Wesleyan
Church
Wallington Wesleyan
Church
Wallington

7 Dec 1876

THOMAS, Mr
THOMAS, Mr
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7 Dec 1876
28 Dec 1876

Drysdale
Winchelsea
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Winchelsea

Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)

THOMPSON, Mr Concert
TONKIN, J Mr
Public Meeting & Tea

12 Aug 1876
2 Aug 1876

TOWNSEND, C
Miss
TOWNSEND, Mr
TRETHOWAN,
Mr
TRETHOWAN,
Mr
TROTTER,
William
TURNER, Mr
VIAN, Miss

29 Aug 1876

Schoolmaster farewell
Birregurra Turf Club
Drysdale Station goods
shed
Wallington Wesleyan
Church
Witness

9 Nov 1876
23 Aug 1876

Birregurra Turf Club
Public Meeting & Tea

9 Nov 1876
2 Aug 1876

WALKER's Band Opening of railway
WALLACE, Mr Kensington Temperance
Society
WEBBER, Mr
Wallington Wesleyan
Church
WEEKES, W H
Chevy Estate,
Wallington
WHITE, Mr
Snake bite
WILLIAMS, Dr
Grass seeds for shifting
sands
WILLIAMSON, Bellarine Ploughing
D
Match Committee
WILMOT, Mr
Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
WILSON, W
Murroon Cricket Team
Winchelsea
To open soon
Railway
Winchelsea
Railway opening
Railway
preparations
Winchelsea
Opening of railway
Railway
WOOD, John
Alliance Temperance
Society
WOODS, Miss
Public Meeting & Tea
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7 Dec 1876
14 Oct 1876

Meredith
Kensington
(Leopold)
Birregurra
Birregurra
Drysdale
Kensington
(Leopold)
Birregurra

22 Nov 1876
30 Aug 1876

Birregurra
Kensington
(Leopold)
Winchelsea
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Drysdale
Queenscliff

25 Jul 1876

Drysdale

10 Nov 1876

Birregurra

10 Nov 1876
11 Aug 1876

Birregurra
Winchelsea

25 Oct 1876

Winchelsea

25 Nov 1876

Winchelsea

17 Aug 1876

Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)

25 Nov 1876
28 Dec 1876
7 Dec 1876
28 Dec 1876

2 Aug 1876

LOOKING FOR GEELONG CONNECTIONS?
Check out:
Bellarine Peninsula & Geelong and District History Website
http://zades.com.au/gandd/index.php
Includes:
Geelong and District Consolidated Database
Bellarine Peninsula Consolidated Name Index
and much, much more!
Check out the “Geelong and District Blog” and sign up for the notification
service.
Geelong Heritage Centre Reading Room
Level 3, Geelong Library & Heritage Centre
51 Little Malop Street, Geelong
Phone: (03) 4201 0630
Email heritagecentre@grlc.vic.gov.au
http://www.grlc.vic.gov.au
Open Tuesday 9am-8pm, Wednesday to Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 10am – 1pm
Geelong LDS Family History Centre
20 Eagle View Crescent
Bell Post Hill
Phone (03) 5278 1691
Open Tuesday 7pm-9pm, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30am-1.30pm
Closed Public Holidays, Tuesdays during school holidays and Christmas
school holidays
Bellarine Historical Society & Museum
Old Court House, High Street
Drysdale 3222
https://www.bellarinehistory.org/
bellarine-historical-society@googlegroups.com
Open:
January – every Sunday 1.30-4.30pm
Feb to Aug & Oct to Dec – 1st Sunday of month, 1.30 to 4.30pm
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GFHG PAYMENT DETAILS
To pay for membership subscriptions and research services by direct debit, the
Group’s bank details are as follows:
Bank:
Bendigo Bank
BSB:
633-000
Account:
162 588 131
Ref:
Your name
Always EMAIL proof of payment and completed form or details to:
geelongfhg@gmail.com

MEMBER SERVICES
The Geelong Family History Group offers a number of services to its members.
Journal Borrowing
The Group subscribes to a number of Australian and Overseas family history
journals and newsletters. Single issues may be borrowed for one month and
returned on meeting nights.
Lookup Service
Any member may request a free lookup of the Geelong & District Database of
Church BMD & Directory entries. Members who qualify for discounted research
(see below) may also request free lookups in the Victorian BDM Indexes and/or one
of our publications. NB A specific name is required for these services.
Discounted Research Service
For those members who are not able to access the Geelong Heritage Centre due to
distance, ill health or work commitments, members may request basic research for
$10 per query (non-members $20). You will need to complete the research request
form available on the research page of our website.
Please forward all lookup and research requests to our Research Officer.
For a Lookup Service, use the Contact Us form on our web site, and for a Research
Request please send to our Postal Address.
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GFHG Research Files Search
This service is available to both members and non-members.
The GFHG Research Files is a database containing scans of indexes, manuscripts
and documents related to the Geelong region and South West Victoria created and
collected by the Geelong Family History Group over the past 40 years. It also
contains copies of the Pivot Tree and Group publications, in addition to material
donated to the Geelong and District database such as the Geelong Infirmary and
Benevolent Asylum annual reports.
Members and non-members can request a search for a specific SURNAME, PLACE
NAME OR SUBJECT. The enquirer will be advised of the total number of
documents and the total number of matches for the requested search word.
If you which to proceed further, after payment of the appropriate fee (see below),
you will be emailed a PDF file containing all search results.
Researchers can then request copies of TEN pages from your results list (at no
additional charge). Request copies via email and include the Document TITLE and
Page Number for your ten chosen documents. These ten pages will be emailed to
you. If more than ten pages are required, contact the GFHG secretary to discuss
options.
Fees
Members
Non-members

$10
$20

NOTE:
For ESSENTIAL request submission instructions and guidelines for a
successful search of these files, PLEASE consult the GFHG website at
https://geelongfhg.com/research-2/search-gfhg-research-files/
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