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Contributions relating to Geelong & District families / local history for
publishing in the journal are most welcome.
Material may be mailed to the Editor via the Group’s post office box or
emailed (preferably in Word format) to the Editor.
The Group does not hold itself responsible for any statements made or
opinions expressed by contributors to this journal.

GFHG MEETING SYLLABUS
Time:

7.30pm – 4th Wednesday of the month [except Public Holidays
when meetings are held on 3rd or 5th Wednesday – see below]

Location: Belmont Library,
163 High Street, Belmont (Geelong)
Ample parking available at side of Library (Enter via Roslyn Rd)
Although the Belmont Library has re-opened, the meeting room is being
used as an entry/exit point due to COVID-19 restrictions. All physical
meetings still remain suspended. See page 2 for details of our alternative
“meetings”.
A number of guest speakers are kindly supplying their talks via
electronic means such as podcasts. Details of these and how to access
them will be emailed to all members.
As the situation is extremely fluid (to say the least), the speakers listed
below may change so stay tuned for further developments.
Ed.
DATE
26 Aug

SPEAKER
Michael King

23 Sep

Louise Coakley

28 Oct

Lorraine Smith

25 Nov

Member’s Christmas
night

SUBJECT
The history of undertakers and
funeral directors in Geelong
Zoom AGM
Practical tips for working with
speculative trees – DNA and
non-DNA
Author of Journey of a Lost
Manuscript – signed copies of
her book will be available for
purchase at the meeting
Short presentations from
members followed by supper –
please bring a plate.
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COVID-19 & THE GFHG: AN UPDATE
In May your Committee approved the appointment of Michael Menzies as
President – a position that had been vacant since August 2019. Michael has
presented to our group on Railway employees – ironically, Michael has been
attending our monthly meetings unless called in by V-Line to drive a bus to
replace trains!
To say that things have been ‘different’ over the last four months would be
the understatement of all times. None of us can predict the future but there
is one certainty we can look forward to – we will continue to provide you
with online resources to maintain the support and friendship we have all
experienced with our Family History Group.
These are some of those online resources:






Journals Received - digital journals sent to GFHG *
Speakers presentations - videos produced for scheduled speakers and
presentations ***
Additional videos - repeats of some presentations with added content
*
Pivot Tree provided as text searchable PDF file *
Opportunity to participate in social / group ZOOM meetings ***

Items marked with * are limited to members – if you wish to receive these
items you are welcome to become a member of the Geelong Family History
Group – details are on our website at https://geelongfhg.com/membership-2/
Items marked with *** are not limited to members, however you do need to
be on our GFHG Mailout List as a Non-Member to receive links to them. If
you wish to be added to our Non-Member mailout, please send me an email.
This is like being a visitor who was always welcome to attend our meetings.
If anyone is having trouble downloading videos or PDF files, please email
me.
Belmont Library: We have been notified that we will not be able to use the
Meeting Room for some time – possibly not until next year.
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AGM: We don’t want to defer the AGM indefinitely therefore it will be
held as a virtual ‘mini’ meeting in August. Consequently I (Susie Zada)
propose the following resolution – unanimously supported by the GFHG
Committee:
That there will be no nominations or elections for a committee for the
financial year 2020-2021. Instead the current committee have agreed
and will stand for the year 2020-2021.
I strongly urge all members to support this resolution - it is not easy
maintaining our group through COVID-19 and passing this resolution at our
virtual AGM in August will make life a lot easier for me! If you are unable
to attend the AGM Zoom meeting, you can lodge your vote to me via email
– YES in favour of the resolution, NO against the resolution.
Our Accounts will be audited and the Financial Report for 2019-2020 WILL
be presented for acceptance at our virtual AGM in August. This will enable
me to lodge our Annual Return with Consumer Affairs Victoria. It will also
appear in the October issue of the Pivot Tree as per usual.
Pivot Tree: We hope to resume printing Pivot Tree before too long. It will
be posted to Members who have paid the extra $10 for postage when
renewing their 2020-2021 Membership. Digital copies of Pivot Tree for
members, groups and exchange journals will be the norm for the future.
IMPORTANT: If you have any questions or problems with GFHG
Resources, please contact me.
Susie Zada
GFHG Secretary & Public Officer
geelongfhg@gmail.com
*********************************
Stuck in ISO and bored??
Why not write an article for the Pivot Tree.
Contributions always welcome.

3

THE MIRACLE OF DNA
David Cook
When you start a Family Tree you are told to start with yourself, then add
your parents etc., but what if you don’t know your birth parents? This is the
story of our search for my wife Heather’s birth parents.
It all started in 1950 when Heather was born at the Hillcrest Maternity
Hospital for unmarried mothers in Fremantle WA. At the age of 7 weeks,
she was chosen by the most wonderful, caring couple you could ever
imagine. Several years earlier they had adopted a boy and now they wanted
a girl to complete their family. Heather grew up in this beautiful family. At
an early age, and for as long as she can remember, she was told that she had
been adopted but this made no difference to Heather, her life was full of
love!
Before Heather was born, an event took place that would have an effect on
her life and mine. In 1943 my Uncle married a lady who would one day
become Heather’s Auntie and in the years that followed, we both had
separate holidays with our Uncle and Auntie not knowing that each other
existed. In late 1969 their son was getting married and as cousins, we were
both invited to the wedding. We sat at the same table and we found out later
that it had been planned by our Uncle Jack that way. I pursued Heather and
8 months later we were engaged and a further 12 months later we were
married and began our married life in Leopold.
Over the next few years our family grew with 2 lovely daughters. In 1975
we moved to Melbourne, Lower Templestowe and enjoyed a wonderful 3
years living near Heather’s mother and father. Then, in 1978, we moved to
Canberra.
While we were living and enjoying life in Canberra with all that it had to
offer, tragedy struck in 1982 when Heather’s adopted mother was killed by a
speeding car as she crossed the road in Box Hill. She was only 66. Heather
was devastated! A while after this, the Western Australian government
changed the adoption rules to allow adoptees to get their original birth
certificate. So with this information, Heather decided to hunt for her birth
mother. Armed with a black lead pencil, ruler, a notepad, the name of her
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birth mother and the town where she came from, Heather and her closest
friend set out on their mission. They spent hours, months and then 8 years in
total at the National Library in Canberra, looking at microfilm, microfiche,
electoral rolls etc. until one day her mother was found. To be on the safe
side and to have it verified, Heather decided to join Jigsaw Western
Australia and went through this agency to contact her mother. Heather gave
them all the information she had only to be told you have the wrong person.
She said it was not her! Sometime later a medical situation arose and the
Doctor asked about family health history, there was none! Not to be
deterred, another wonderful friend took it upon herself to make personal
contact with Heather’s mother and this time she admitted that she was the
mother and gave the necessary medical information. This friend told
Heather’s mother that Heather was far from well and it would be so
wonderful if she would contact Heather.
A few weeks later the phone rang, it was Heather’s mother. “We are in Port
Augusta on our way back to Perth, can you meet us at Mildura next
Tuesday?” My boss gave me a few days off work and we drove to Balranald
and on to Mildura the next day. Three marvelous days were shared with her
mother and husband. Heather’s birth had been kept a secret from all the
family except for one of her mother’s sisters and they wanted it to remain
that way. Heather did ask her mother during this time who her father was.
She was told a name and a few identifying facts. Back to the birth
certificate. It was completely blank in the details of who the father was.
This all happened approx. 1995.
I started a family tree on the name given as being Heather’s father and over
the next few years, it grew to almost 300 people but there was still no
concrete evidence connecting Heather to the father. In 2016 we were given
the news Heather’s mother was quite ill with cancer and getting frail, so I
contacted Heather’s half-sister and asked for a promise to let us know when
their mother died. She agreed. Late in 2017 Heather’s mother died, but the
sister waited for 6 weeks before telling us, then said she wasn’t interested in
any relationship at all and didn’t want to hear from us or for anyone else to
know of Heather! How sad could life get!
Do you believe that DNA can find a needle in a haystack? Here is the
miracle against all odds! Approximately 3 years ago we had our DNA tests
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done. The top name on Heather’s list was a lady who was a very close
family 1st cousin, the second name was a man who was also a 1st cousin, so
periodically I would send them messages through Ancestry without any
replies. In fact, I could not match any of the top 6 names on the DNA list to
be in our Tree. I continued on researching the family tree looking for that
elusive match, but nothing came.
Around the middle of 2019 I had a message via Ancestry from a complete
stranger with a query about someone in the tree. I naturally gave her the
details she wanted. I then invited her to be a guest on my tree so she could
view and help herself to whatever I had that she might need. She returned
the invitation to me to view her tree. Another month or so passed, she
contacted me again asking who was our connection in the tree? I told her the
name of the man we were given to be Heather’s father. A few more weeks
passed, I was again contacted by the same lady and this time she asked have
you had your DNA done? Yes, was my reply. She said, I don’t think
Heather could be related as there are 5 people in my tree that should be a
match via DNA in your tree! Shock, horror, we had no matches at all!
Years of research down the drain. At least the DNA had proven we were
barking up the wrong tree so to speak, what now? December 2019 came and
we had planned that we would go to Sydney for Christmas and the New
Year with all our family meeting together. We enjoyed celebrating in
Sydney, leaving our searching and everything on temporary hold to be
continued on our return.
When we returned home, I had a brilliant idea, albeit obvious. I decided to
check the White Pages, and found the name and phone number for the lady I
had been sending messages to for the past 3 years. I rang her up, asked a
few questions to confirm I had the right person and yes, she had her DNA
done just to see where she had come from. We chatted for a while I got a
few names and dates from her but I could sense that she wasn’t real
interested but agreed to chat again later. Two days later I was checking the
DNA list and a new name appeared on the list. This turned out to be a 1st
cousin of Heather also. I immediately sent a message to this new lady DNA shows you are a match to my wife Heather. Within minutes she
replied, “I have no idea how Heather and I are related but would love to find
out, this is so wonderful, here is my phone number please call me”. This
new found cousin of Heather’s was thrilled with this news. How wonderful,
excitement all round!
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Communication has begun. Heather has been in regular contact with her
cousin. They have developed an incredible bond, amazing really! Heather
bought a new book just released by Robert Tickner called “Ten Doors
Down” the story of an extraordinary adoption reunion. She sent a copy to
her cousin and they read it together, laughed and cried together! There is
another new book released with the title “The loudness of unsaid things!”
Wow, how true! Heather’s birth family appear to be a rather large family
and growing steadily as more cousins have made contact with Heather
giving her a picture of her lost family. Heather’s father had previously died
which is sad but she is learning about him from his lovely family. Siblings
are still dealing with the news, the loudness of unsaid things perhaps!
Since this has all happened, we decided to go to Perth and meet Heather’s
family but with this terrible Coronavirus everything has changed. We had
booked our flight to Western Australia, hotel accommodation and a return
tour on the Indian Pacific. How frustrating, all is on hold and now they are
telling us it could be a year’s wait!
Against all odds of finding that needle in a haystack Heather has found out
who her birth father is and the future is looking bright! Heather’s prayers
throughout her life have been asking God to find her birth family. It has
taken 40 years for that answer regarding her mother and now almost 70
years for her father, but the answer has come. Never give up or lose faith for
there is a God who cares and answers our prayers!
“MY HEART IS FULL, BEAUTIFUL MIRACLES DO HAPPEN,” as
Robert Tickner aptly finished off his book with this truth!
****************************

Geelong Times
1 September 1890
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For those keen users of the National Library of Australia’s TROVE service,
you will have noticed a new look website went live at the end of June.
Can you believe Trove turned 10 in December 2019! Unlike your average 10
year old, Trove has not changed much in the last decade. As described in the
National Library’s media release at the time of the launch, “Despite growth
spurts, and an ever bigger circle of friends, Trove was trying to fit into a
very old jumper and finding it much too short in the….well, everywhere”.
Some changes to the site were made in order to meet government
accessibility guidelines, whilst others were made to make Trove clearer,
brighter and easier to understand and use, particularly for those new to the
site. Apart from the new logo, Trove has improved its “back end” so that it
can promote new collections, help researchers connect and bring more freely
available digitized items to an increasingly online community. Trove also
now has more space to provide regular updates on what’s happening –
upcoming titles plus tips and advice, as well as highlighting Trove partner
collections. Upgrades to Trove accounts means that account holders will
now have space to write a biography, include your research interests, share a
link to your blog or website and make this information public if you choose
to. This could potentially connect you to thousands of other Trove visitors
with similar interests.
Basic search
The new search box means that you can search all collections at once, or
alternatively select a particular collection using the “All categories”
dropdown box.
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The order in which the collections are displayed was based on usage
statistics and feedback during the design process.
Advanced search
If you click on Advanced Search, the
same list appears. Select the
category you would like to search,
and fields appropriate to the category
you have selected will appear. For
example, Newspapers & Gazettes
have a field for ‘Titles or places’
whilst the Books & Libraries
category has a field for ISBN, format
and access conditions.
The results screen looks a little different too but is much the same. You can
still refine your results – just the location is now on the right instead of the
left hand side of the screen.
Lists
Another major change is in the area of lists. Trove has always had lists,
where you can bookmark and organize records and articles. Previously you
could mark your lists as Private (only visible to the person who created
them) or Public (visible to everyone but only able to be edited by the person
who created it. However, other users could add tags and notes to them).
Now there is a third option – Collaborative lists. Collaborative lists are
visible to everyone. They are editable by the person who created them
(ie.the list owner) AND people who have requested to join the list and have
been approved by the list owner. Once again anyone can still add tags and
notes to them. You can also download your lists for offline sharing.
So if you haven’t been ‘on’ Trove recently, hop online and check it out at
https://trove.nla.gov.au. A short video detailing the changes is available at
https://trove.nla.gov.au/help

Marg Frewin
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WHAT’S NEW IN TROVE
Some major additions, particularly for papers from Western Australia have
been added to Trove over the past 6 months, with more titles becoming
available soon. Major additions have been listed below.
NEW SOUTH WALES
Albury Banner and Wodonga Express (1881-1896)
Border Morning Mail (Albury 1938-1943)
QUEENSLAND
The Catholic Advocate (Brisbane 1911-1928)
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
The Advertiser (Fremantle 1921-1932)
Blackwood-Warren Sentinel (Bridgetown 1950-1954)
Bonnie Rock-Lake Brown-Mukinbudin Leader (1934-1939)
Cathedral Chronicle (Geraldton 1931-1954)
Collie Mail (Perth 1908-1954)
Corrigin Chronicle (1925-1943)
Dampier Herald (Kununoppin 1928-1954)
The Dawn (Perth 1918-1954)
The Eastern Recorder (Kellerberrin 1909-1954)
The Evening Mail (Fremantle 1905-1910)
The Fremantle Advocate (1926-1942)
The Fremantle Herald (1913-1915, 1919-1921)
The Fremantle Times (1919-1921, 1932)
Kalgoorlie Miner (1895-1954)
Kondinin-Kulin Kourier and Karlgarin Advocate (1926-1941)
Laverton and Beria Mercury (Laverton 1899-1921)
The Leader (Perth 1923-1928)
Listening Post (Perth 1891-1954)
Manjimup and Warren Times (1927-1954)
The Murchison Times (Cue 1925-1937)
Murchison Times & Cue-Big Bell-Reedy Advocate (1937-1942)
Nelson Advocate (1926-1938)
Nor-West Echo (Broome 1912-1919)
North-Eastern Courier (Perth 1923-1954)
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The Northern Grazier and Miner (Leonora 1929-1944)
The Northern Producer and Morawa and District Advertiser (1930-1947)
The Northern Producer & Morawa and Perenjori Advertiser (1928-1930)
Northern Public Opinion & Mining & Pastoral News (Roebourne 18941902)
The Wagin Argus and Arthur, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace Express (19241954)
Weekly Judge (Perth 1919-1931)
Wheatbelt Wheatsheaf and Dampier Advocate (Merredin 1930-1939)
The Wiluna Miner (1931-1947)
COMING SOON
Victoria
Bacchus Marsh Express (1919-1945
Brunwick & Coburg Leader (1919-1921)
Ferntree Gully News 1923-1938
Lilydale Express 1898-1913, 1919-1924
NSW
Campbelltown News (1920-1952)
Campbelltown Ingleburn News (1953-1954)
Queensland
Noosa Advocate (1911-1934)
Noosa Advocate & Cooroora Advocate (1929-1933)
Noosa News (1968-1974
South Australia
The Coromandel (1945-1970)
The Coromandel Times (1971-1976)

To keep up to date with the latest additions, check the website at
https://trove.nla.gov.au/news. Alternatively, stay up to date with the latest in
all things Trove by signing up to the Treasures eNews delivered straight to
your email inbox at https://trove.nla.gov.au/treasures-enews
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WOODSTOCK – AN EARLY HOUSE IN CHILWELL
The house called Woodstock stood on the south corner of Latrobe Terrace
and Sharp Street, Chilwell. The original block ran from Sharp Street to
Marshall Street that was named for the house’s first owner. The first blocks
of land in Newtown and Chilwell compromised approximately 25 acres and
ran along the river bank and up to Fyans Street. Further surveys show the
streets were laid out from east to west – Latrobe Terrace, Pakington Street
and West Melbourne Road; and from south to north – Fyans Street, Noble
Street and Aberdeen Street. The first land sales were of 25 acre lots. Further
subdivisions saw cross streets introduced and named after notable persons:
Austin for James AUSTIN; Clarke for Dr CLARKE; Marshall for
MARSHALL of Woodstock and others after councillors (1).
Woodstock was built by Thomas Mulcaster MARSHALL (1790-1866), the
original building being one of a small number of brick houses described as a
bungalow and built of local brick, possibly from Chilwell or Waurn Ponds.
The original house had five rooms built in a row, a fashion indicative of the
time with a stable behind. Thomas and his wife Sarah FOSTER (1792-1872)
with children Sarah, Thomas, Mary and Foster, immigrated to Melbourne
from Plymouth in 1840, arriving aboard the Andromache as cabin
passengers. Thomas set up as a land commission agent working between
vendors and buyers in his brother’s Melbourne office. His brother John
MARSHALL was a well-known British emigration contractor (2).
Like many, Thomas became insolvent during the 1840’s depression and
moved to Geelong (3) where he was an early settler. Thomas had some
freehold land and selected land on the south bank of the Barwon River. He
had to employ shepherds to protect his sheep from attacks by the aborigines.
He became involved in wool buying and fellmongering. His name first
appears in the Geelong rate books as living at Woodstock House in 1850.
Latrobe Terrace was then known as the Government Road and Kardinia
Park as The Flat. By the mid-1850s Thomas established a wool scouring
works near the breakwater on the Barwon River. The area was used for
tanneries, fellmongers and animal by-product industries. Many of them were
located there to take advantage of the saltwater Barwon River, south of the
artificial breakwater that was built in 1837 (4). The rock ford was
constructed to stop the tidal inflow of salt water from marshlands near the
mouth of the Barwon to the fresh water river, supplying the town with fresh
river water (5). When Thomas sold the house in Latrobe Terrace circa 1853
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he moved to where he had these new business interests - to the breakwater
area, where the suburb is now called Breakwater. The adjoining suburb is
called Marshall after his sons Thomas and Foster (6).
William HARDING (1815-1884) arrived in Geelong from Somerset in 1841
aboard the Ward Chapman with his sister Elizabeth (1821-1910) as cabin
passengers. William and Elizabeth settled on a property near Winchelsea
called ‘Mount Hesse’. ‘Mount Hesse’ was originally established in 1837 for
a fee of 10 pounds by squatting partners William HARDING and John
HIGHETT (after whom the Geelong suburb of Highton is named). HIGHETT
had already become a successful farmer (helped by his brother, a successful
banker) in the new colony, while William had not yet moved out from
England. The extent of the land was some 45,700 acres (18,500 ha) which
extended from the Barwon River above the Barwon Park holdings of the
AUSTIN family.
When William arrived on the property in 1841, aged 26, with his sister
Elizabeth aged 20, with no infrastructure in a vast wilderness, they were a
truly an adventurous pair (7). Upon moving onto the property, William
erected a small two-roomed stone cottage and later, a stone skillion and a
weatherboard section were added (8). William lived there with Elizabeth
prior to her marriage in 1845 to neighbouring squatter Thomas AUSTIN
(1815-1871) of Barwon Park. After Thomas AUSTIN died in 1871,
Elizabeth began philanthropic work commencing in 1882 with funding for
the charitable hospital for incurables at Heidelberg that bears her name
(Austin Hospital) and in 1886 the Austin Homes in Yarra Street, Geelong
with the view of providing homes for the female aged poor (9).

Original cottage at Mt Hesse 1975
J.T. Collins Collection, State Library of Victoria.
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In 1851 the original ‘Mt Hesse’ property was divided in two with
HIGHETT'S part of the property passing to the HOPKINS family. William
was ambitious and soon began to make many improvements including a
stone homestead, stables, single men’s quarters and a very large woolshed.
At this stage he only had a lease, taking on a great deal of financial risk in
this very new land. Having borrowed heavily to achieve his goals he was
unable to repay his debt which is why, in 1853, he sold to William TIMMS
(10). It is speculated that it was about this time that he purchased Woodstock
in Chilwell as in 1854 he married Louisa OSWIN (1830-1899). William
expanded the house and added the veranda and planted trees. William died
in 1884, and in 1900 following the death of Louisa, the house was offered
for sale by the HARDING family executors and was described in two lots.
Lot One contained the house that was a large family residence built of brick
containing 10 rooms, detached stabling and other outbuildings, erected on
land having frontage of 292 feet to Latrobe Terrace, by a depth along Sharp
and Marshall Streets of 338 feet. The grounds were laid out and planted with
shrubs and fruit trees, and the property well situated, facing Kardinia Park,
and within an easy distance of the heart of the town. Lot Two was described
as a splendid building site, having a frontage of 60 feet to Latrobe Terrace
by a depth along Sharp Street of 190 feet, well fenced, with water laid on
(11).

William Harding 1815-1884

William Harding grave Geelong
Eastern Cemetery
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The goods and chattels were also for sale.
Household furniture and effects, phaeton, 3 ponies, harness, etc.,
immediately after the freehold properties, comprising drawing and
dining room suites, sideboards, tables, wardrobes, chests of drawers,
single and double bedsteads, piano, wash stands and ware, pictures,
fenders and fire irons, garden and carpenter's tools, kitchen utensils, 3
ponies (well recommended), harness, phaeton (nearly new), single
seated buggy, and a large lot of sundries (12).
It seems the property was purchased by William’s second son Thomas
(1860-1905), a stock agent who died at Woodstock in 1905 (13). Thomas’
widow Jane WHITELAW (1857-1940) offered the property for sale in 1906 in
a number of lots. The lot containing the house having a frontage of 112 feet
6 inches to Latrobe Terrace, by a depth of 203 feet (14). The house was
purchased by William FRANCIS (1848-1932) who had married Ellen
ASHMORE (1849-1931) in Geelong in 1872 and they lived on the north
corner of Latrobe Terrace and Sharp Street. William was for 20 years the
spinning master, timekeeper and pay clerk at the Victorian Woollen Mill and
later known as the Excelsior Woollen Mill No 2 (15). He was for 60 years a
lay preacher and Sunday School Superintendent at the Noble Street
Methodist Church. William also conducted, together with Mr J COOK, a
wool scouring business at Marnockvale (near Balyang Sanctuary) on the
banks of the Barwon River. For 15 years he represented the South Ward of
the Newtown and Chilwell Council, was a foundation director of the
Geelong Permanent Building Society and a foundation member of the
Bareena Bowling Club. William was appointed a Justice of the Peace in
1926 and presided in the Magistrates Court.
Woodstock was described as having five rooms across the front and as many
more rambling out the back. The timber fittings were of cedar. It contained
a cellar and stables. There were thirteen outer doors which had to be checked
each evening, a task Ellen would undertake with her lamp. A long low
verandah was on the front of the house, a circular drive, pine trees, a hot
house and a fine display in the garden beds. The drive of fine gravel was
kept raked although there was no entry to the front drive because of a wide
stone gutter on Latrobe Terrace. The house also contained a schoolroom and
a separate laundry contained wooden troughs, a mangle and three coppers.
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The wood was kept in a "wood house" beside the laundry and there were
huge underground water tanks.

"Woodstock", 428 Latrobe Tce, Chilwell (Newtown)

The FRANCIS family made their own laundry soap, grew tobacco, and fruit
and vegetables. There was a mulberry tree and plenty of nasturtiums from
which they made capers. The kitchen had a big dresser, which contained
willow pattern china. Here white ceramic hot water bottles were filled to
warm the beds. The drawing room had dark green and cream linoleum, with
a striking twisting design, on the floor. The room contained a piano,
numerous occasional tables with lots of bric-a-brac and large jars of pampas
grass and peacock feathers. There was a handsome overmantel with vases, a
horsehair sofa and cedar chairs. The floor also had cream sheepskin rugs.
The stable housed the horse for the jinker and also a cow which provided the
family with milk. William purchased the paddock beside his father Joseph's
(1803-1878) house at 30 Sharp Street to graze the horse and cow. The cow
knew its own way up Sharp Street and after milking in the morning would
wander up to the paddock to graze.
Sunday was a busy day for the family due to their commitments at the Noble
Street Methodist Church. Most Sundays after church, Williams' family, who
all lived locally, would congregate at Woodstock for afternoon tea and
perhaps listen to some tunes on the piano. Sometimes some of the
grandchildren would take a ride with an adult in the jinker to the wool scour
where the dry wool was rolled up ready for pressing the next day.
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William’s wife Ellen predeceased him in 1931, and following his death in
1932, two of their daughters Eva and Laura lived at Woodstock until 1943
when it was then sold for £1050.00. The house then fell into disrepair and
was condemned and by 1953 it was demolished to give way to flats that still
bear the name Woodstock.

William Francis 1848-1932

Hot house

Wool washing at Marnockvale (Princes Bridge in background)
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SOURCES:
1 Seaton, G. (1983) Model borough: an introduction to old Newtown and
Chilwell. City of Newtown: Geelong
2 Elliot. H. (2012) Marshall family notes. https://www.ancestry.com.au/
3 Port Phillip Insolvencies. https://portphillippioneersgroup.org.au/pppg5m.htm
4 Marshall. https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/marshall
5 Breakwater. https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/breakwater
6 Elliot. H. (2012) Marshall family notes. https://www.ancestry.com.au/
7 Mt Hesse History. http://www.mounthesse.com/en/the-farm/history/
8 Barwon Blog. One thing leads to another: Mt Hesse Estate.
http://barwonblogger.blogspot.com/2015/05/one-thing-leads-to-another-mthesse.html
9 Australian Dictionary of Biography. Austin, Elizabeth Phillips (1821–1910).
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/austin-elizabeth-phillips-1522
10 Mt Hesse History. http://www.mounthesse.com/en/the-farm/history/
11 Geelong Advertiser Monday 19 March 1900, page 3
12 Geelong Advertiser Monday 19 March 1900, page 3
13 Geelong Advertiser Tuesday 6 June 1905, page 1
14 Geelong Advertiser Mon 23 Apr 1906 Page 3
15 In circa 1892 the Victorian Woollen was suffering from a decline in sales and
was put up for sale. It was purchased by Godfrey HIRST and re-named Excelsior
Woollen Mill No 2. It is today the site of Godfrey Hirst Carpets at the corner of
Swanston Street and Barwon Terrace.
*********************************

News of the Week 1 May 1913
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RESEARCHING LOCAL MURROON TEACHERS
Over the years I have been collecting information about the Parish of
Murroon (near Birregurra), at the foot of the Otway Ranges, where I grew
up. My latest undertaking is to source information about the 37 teachers
(including 20 women) who taught at the school No.940 from 1868 to 1967,
when low numbers forced its closure and students then attended the Barwon
Downs School. Being one of the first schools to be built for miles around,
children walked or rode horses from other farming areas. Pupil attendance
ranged from 63 children when the school was first proposed but varied
according to the harvest season and generally remained about 30.
Women teachers couldn’t continue on with their career after marrying until a
regulation allowed some widowed women to teach. From the initial
‘habitual drunkard’ teacher, the school experienced many interesting
educators! One had to be removed as the isolation was raising her temper
towards the children; another had been a carpenter before becoming a
teacher and had been part of the team of builders of the State Library Dome;
another was a Jew - no synagogue at Murroon, the nearest being Geelong;
one made it to Assistant Chief Inspector of Schools and another the Director
of the Institution of Education. The school provided an array of teaching
strategies for most of the new teachers just out of training school.
The shingled roof wasn’t a great success - in 1879 it was suggested that the
children be supplied with umbrellas or that teachers be trained in
resuscitation of the drowning!
Many of the students went on to become teachers themselves, others enlisted
for World War One & Two, one was a member of the Australian team in the
Tokyo Olympic Games, one became Minister for Water Supply (Victoria
Government) and several today remain on the family farms started once
George AMYTAGE’S land was opened for selection.
Resources used: PROV teacher & School Records, Trove, local’s
recollections.
Pam Jennings
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IT’S A WEIRD WIRED WORLD
Here are a few interesting websites that have come to our attention over the past
few months.
Oxfordshire Churchs in 360 degrees
http://in360degrees.co.uk/oxfordshirechurches/
360 degree interior views of over 157 churches in the Oxfordshire area.
Liverpool RC Marriages 1837-1901
http://www.liverpoolhistoryprojects.co.uk/liverpoolrcmarriages/
An index to all the 55,000+ marriages from all RC churches in central Liverpool
and the vast majority of those in the suburbs of West Derby, Toxteth Park,
Ormskirk & Prescot registration districts.
Liverpool RC Baptisms 1883-1900
http://www.liverpoolhistoryprojects.co.uk/liverpoolrcbaptisms/
Similar to above. Search on year/s, child’s forname & surname, father’s
forename, mother’s forename and maiden name.
Friends of Dundee City Archives
http://fdca.org.uk/
The Friends have transcribed and indexed numerous records for the Dundee area,
including church records, burial records, burgh registers, trade directories, school
records, Poor Law registers and many more.

ANCESTRY
Australia – ANZAC Memorial 1914-1918
Database compiled from the book compiled to commemorate those who served in
the Australian & New Zealand Army Corps and died in WWI.
Australia – WWII Second AIF & Citizen Military Forces Service Records
1939-1945
Service documents for individuals serving in the AIF or CMF. Information varies
by may contain: Name, Service number, Date and place of birth, Place of
enlistment & Name of Next of Kin.
England – London – Newgate Calendar of Prisoners 1785-1853
Lists of mainly prisoners tried at Assizes & Quarter Sessions. Information may
include: Name, age, birth date, occupation, place of arrest, date of trial, offence
and sentence
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FIND MY PAST
England & Wales – Electoral Registers 1832-1932
Contains name, address, occupation and age (sometimes), a description of the
property, name and address of landlord, and year of the register
England – London – Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark – Baptisms,
Confirmation, Marriages & Burials
Scotland – Aberdeenshire – Poll Tax 1696
Scotland – Ayrshire – Kilmarnock Valuation Roll 1874
Scotland – Ayrshire – Kilmarnock Ratepayers 1838-1846
Scotland – Ayrshire – Kilmarnock Voters Lists 1837-1852
Ireland – Waterford – Poor Law Union Board of Guardians Minute Books
Ireland – Galway – Poor Law Union Records
Ireland – Galway – County Burials – Tuam area 1882-1920

DECEASED ONLINE
England – Salford – Weaste Cemetery 1857-2002
England – Norwich – Earlham Road Cemetery 1856-2008, Rosary Road
Cemetery 1821-2007

FAMILY SEARCH
UK – War Office Registers 1772-1935
National Archives Series WO 25 – Contains regimental descriptions, succession
books, commissions, appointments, descriptions, returns of service, casualties,
half pay, pensions and gratuities.
England – Cambridge – Parish Registers 1538-1983
England – Essex – Non Conformist Church Records 1613-1971
England – Gloucestershire - Non Conformist Church Records 1642-1996
England – Isle of Wight - Parish Registers 1538-1983
England – Lincolnshire - Parish Registers 1538-1990
England – Northumberland - Non Conformist Church Records 1613-1920
England – Yorkshire - Marriage Bonds and Allegations 1613-1887
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WILLIAM BOHN – BELOVED HUSBAND
By Peter Mansfield OAM
On Wednesday, 10 February 1858 Mrs Sarah BOHN was scratched on the
arm by an eagle-hawk, suffered blood poisoning and died at her home at
Fyans Ford on Monday, 15 February 1858. This unusual accident was never
fully resolved in spite of residents calling for a full investigation into the true
cause of her death. Research in the colonial press and government records
provide a few clues but no definitive explanation. The reasons for the
ambiguity include the following:
• Day before and after the attack by the bird, Sarah BOHN was violently
assaulted by her otherwise loving husband, William BOHN
•

Dr William SHAW, the medical officer and chairman of the coronial
inquest, failed to conduct an autopsy and based his findings on the
evidence of William BOHN’S mates

•

In spite of the Geelong Advertiser demanding an autopsy and a police
investigation, neither happened and Sarah BOHN was interred in an
unmarked grave in the Geelong Eastern Cemetery.

• One month after the death of his wife, William left Geelong and a pile
of debts. Two years later he remarried and lived an interesting life until
his death in Melbourne in 1888.
****
When the couple arrived in Geelong in 1856 William was 34 years old and
Sarah was 32. BOHN was the licensee of the Swan Hotel at Fyans Ford: a
popular destination for travellers and promoted as the ideal venue for parties,
fetes and other social events. The BOHN’S were especially proud of the
extensive gardens that they cultivated between the hotel and the river. In
1856 the Geelong Fire Brigade marked its anniversary with a procession and
dinner at hotel and there are references to BOHN’S lavish plans to further
increase his business.
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Source: State Library of Victoria – Picture Collection
During the inquest into the death of Sarah BOHN in February 1858 and in
later reports, the BOHN’S were described as ‘very popular hosts’ and ‘often
seen together on the most affectionate terms’. Another friend said that

24

BOHN was ‘much attached to the deceased lady whose amiability of
disposition and intelligence of mind were calculated to conciliate the respect
of strangers and secure the affections of those who related to her'. However
it was also reported that in the days before the fatal bird attack, BOHN had
assaulted his wife because she was flirting with several youths near the toll
gate and, three days later, BOHN punched his wife so hard that she fell
against a bagatelle table in the hotel and then stuck her head on the floor.
William BOHN admitted that he had assaulted his wife but claimed that
these were minor incidents and had no bearing on her death a few days later.
Dr SHAW obviously agreed because he did not conduct an autopsy, let
alone inspect the death woman’s body for bruising, broken bones or any
other injuries other than those inflicted by the bird.
At the time of Elizabeth BOHN’S death the local press offered the droll
comment that ‘death due to a scratch by an eagle hawk is a very singular
cause of death’ but there was sensation to follow.
It appears that three days after the bird attack, Mrs BOHN was seriously ill
with a fever and an infected wound on her wrist and arm. She was cared for
by a neighbour but her health deteriorated and Dr SHAW agreed to attend to
the patient. The doctor believed that she was suffering from blood poisoning
and that he could provide a remedy but, alas, Sarah BOHN died at the Swan
Hotel on the Monday night.
Arrangements were set in place for the funeral service to commence at 1pm
on Tuesday, 16 February and then make its way to the Geelong Eastern
Cemetery. By now local residents, two other doctors and the press were
aware of the young woman’s death and ‘took steps to prevent the burial
taking place that day’. It was reported that ‘the mournful procession was
assembling to make the two-hour trip to the cemetery when a mounted
policeman brought a court order to stay the interment because an inquest
was to take place’. The reason given was ‘the widespread gossip about the
frequency of Mr BOHN’S brutal assaults on his wife had become common
knowledge in the town of Geelong’.
The Coroner was Dr SHAW, the same medical officer who had attended the
deceased and acting on his instructions a panel of jurors was hastily
assembled and the inquest commenced at 5.30pm that afternoon at the Swan
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Hotel. The five-hour inquest included SHAW’S testimony that the
unfortunate woman suffered from blood poisoning or gangrene because of
the injury to her wrist. Several other men gave their version of events and all
agreed that the attack by the hawk was the cause of death. During the
inquest, William BOHN agreed that he had assaulted his wife but insisted
that his actions were not the cause of her death. Dr SHAW, the Coroner,
agreed and the inquest found that the deceased had died from blood
poisoning. Permission was given for the delayed funeral to take place on
Wednesday, 17 February 1858. Most of the mourners and all the pallbearers
were William BOHN’S friends and several had been members of the jury.
The Geelong Advertiser was appalled by Dr SHAW’S chairmanship of the
inquest and his unwillingness to conduct an autopsy. The editor also said
that he was ‘greatly concerned by the behaviour of the jury men who failed
to respond to Mr BOHN’S brutal behaviour to his wife, who failed to
distance their friendship from Mr BOHN when considering the evidence,
and who showed a willingness to distribute an untrue report of the finding of
the inquest to the press’. By now a so-called friend of William BOHN
admitted that he started the rumours that delayed the (first) funeral, members
of the jury planned to sue the Geelong Advertiser for libel, Dr SHAW
intimated that would join any legal action, and Mr BOHN had written a
highly emotional letter to the editor in which he protested his innocence. The
Argus said that ‘the case of Mr and Mrs Bohn was the only topic of
conversation in Geelong’.
Days after the inquest Edward MARTIN, a colleague of William BOHN and
a witness at the inquest, confessed that he had spread untrue rumours about
BOHN. MARTIN admitted that he had done so out of spite and for
monetary gain, and conceded that his evidence at the inquest was mostly
untrue. Apparently MARTIN was so guilt-ridden by his misbehaviour that
he now offered to pay Mr BOHN compensation for any inconvenience in
arranging two funeral processions! The Geelong Advertiser expressed shock
at this ‘villainy in the shape of false swearing and obstinacy’.
On 22 February 1858 a public meeting was convened for ‘all jurors and
other witnesses feeling themselves aggrieved by the attack on their character
in the recent article in the Geelong Advertiser’. The venue was the Victoria
Hotel and the meeting was described as chaotic, poorly chaired and

26

mismanaged. After a shambolic attempt by the jury men to air their
grievances it was firstly agreed that the newspaper article had ‘grossly and
maliciously libelled on the character of the honest men who had served on
the jury’. But then another resolution was passed to the effect that the ‘loose
manner in which the coronial inquiry was conducted fully justified the
remarks made in the Geelong Advertiser’. Amid much shouting and anger
the crowd moved to the public bar where it was resolved that no further
action take place. The meeting then ‘came to an abrupt close’.
By now the BOHN affair was widely discussed in the colonial press: both
the Argus and the Age wrote several articles about the case and the Ovens
and Murray Advertiser argued that the matter should be placed in the hands
of the police ‘in order to investigate the claims that the husband has been
accused of ill treating his unfortunate wife to such an extent as to have to
have led to her death’.
In the midst of this debate, William BOHN wrote a letter to the editor
protesting his innocence. BOHN said that the inquest found that his wife
was labouring under the effects of the injury done to her by the eagle days
before her death. He conceded that a week earlier, his wife, whilst in a
drunken state had been acting in an indecorous manner in front of a group of
young men on the roadside near the toll-gate. He struggled with his wife and
she fell but suffered no injuries. He said that the incident in the hotel was a
minor matter and it too had been dismissed by the jury at the inquest.
William BOHN concluded his letter by portraying himself as a victim who
had:
“suffered much more than any person could imagine. I have suddenly
lost a faithful wife to whom I was most devotedly attached. I have had
to sustain a six-hour [coronial] investigation in which I was indirectly
accused of being an accessory in her death. I am alone without friend
or relation to sooth my agony of mind, and with all this I have to
defend myself against an exaggerated and brutal attack, neither called
for nor justified. God forgive you, Mr Editor, may my position never be
yours. You have yet living that blessing it has pleased Him to deprive
me of. May that blessing long be yours”. (Argus, 20 August 1858)
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Post scripts:
Even more amazing was a post-script to this letter because it was reported
that ‘Mr BOHN had graduated from Cambridge University and was a
member of the Royal College of Surgeons.’ But here the legal, medical and
reporting trails end: no autopsy took place, the police took no action against
the husband, the jurors did not sue anyone and Dr SHAW remained silent.
Mrs Sarah BOHN’S interment was not disturbed.
Two other inquests: On the same day that Dr SHAW conducted his inquest
into the death of Mrs Sarah BOHN, two other inquests took place in
Geelong. The first was that of Thomas RUDD, aged 45, who met his death
from the effects of lightning. The Coroner at that inquest found that Mr
RUDD was outside his house when lightning struck him in the head and
exited with such force that it blew out several weatherboards in the wall of
his home. The other inquest concerned Charles Septimus UPPLEBY. In a
two line report it was found that the deceased died by drowning because he
had been in low spirits for some time. Both men were interred in the
Geelong Eastern Cemetery.
The fate of William BOHN?
In August 1858 BOHN sold the Swan Hotel and months later he was
summonsed to appear in the police court over unpaid debts. BOHN failed to
appear and the magistrate ordered that he pay Mr TANNOCK £50 for
unspecified debts. In late 1860 William BOHN appeared in Melbourne’s
Insolvency Court where he admitted that his assets were only £50 whereas
his debts were £550.
Some time in 1859-60, BOHN married Anna Maria ROTHWELL, aged 26,
and the couple had three daughters: Sarah Temple Rita BOHN was born in
1860 in Collingwood, Edith Elizabeth BOHN was born in 1862 in Fitzroy,
and Annie Louisa BOHN in 1870 in Collingwood.
Newspaper records are sketchy but suggest that BOHN continued to work in
Melbourne before travelling to Sydney in 1877. On his return a year later he
had become ‘Dr William Charles BOHN, Chemist’ and worked at Dunolly
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for the next six years. But once again his business skills deserted him
because BOHN was insolvent in January 1887 due to ‘failure of business
and pressure from creditors’. This time his debts of £477 more than double
his assets.

The Age 20 January 1887 p.5
BOHN returned to Melbourne where he took up the position as Dispenser at
the Immigrants Home but one year later, in November 1888, he died of a
heart disease. He was 67 years of age. The death notice said that he left a
beloved wife and three married daughters.
***************************

SOME SCOTTISH SOURCES
Memento Mori – http://memento-mori.co.uk
Contains free access to indexes of monumental inscriptions from Glasgow &
Central Scotland listings names of the deceased, date of death and ages where
given. Further information requires payment but this site will allow you to
identify when & where ancestors were buried.
NLS Internet Archive - https://archive.org/details/nationallibraryofscotland
The National Library of Scotland has a dedicated
section on the Internet Archive containing freely
available collections of published family histories,
British military lists, rolls of honour, gazetteers, PO
directories and much more.
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NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON’T
Why does information disappear from the Internet?
We’ve all been there – found a record online and when we have gone back
to view it again – it’s gone! This affects not only family history resources on
the major websites such as Find My Past, Family Search and Ancestry, but
also websites in general. So why does this happen?
In the case of the major fee-for-service websites, data from government
agencies, family history societies, museums etc. is provided under a
contract. The contracts specify what information is provided, how it is to be
made available, what price the supplier is to receive for supplying the
records, and for what period of time. When a contract nears its expiration
date, negotiations commence for a new contract. Sometimes these
negotiations are seamless and access continues as before. However, on
occasions, the two bodies cannot reach an amicable agreement or the
provider may decide to create their own website and offer the same
information online for a fee (some of the UK Archive Offices appear to be
doing this as budget constraints bite). The result – disappearing records!!
A more recent reason is the introduction of the European General Data
Protection Regulation, which applies to all public records in Europe. The
regulation relates to the concept of the ‘right to be forgotten’ and is generic
and open to various interpretations. Although not specifically targeted at
historical records, many organisations have taken a conservative approach
and deleted any record sets that are even slightly questionable under the new
rule. The main problem for major web publishers is how to create two
separate information sources – one for European records that comply with
the regulations and the second for the ‘rest of the world’. Many publishers
have solved this problem by withdrawing all records that might not comply,
regardless of their geography.
To overcome the problem of disappearing records, the answer is relatively
easy – If it’s important, find it and save it now!! Save it to your computer
and make a backup copy that is stored somewhere else. If you can’t save it,
take a screen shot (I’d cry if Microsoft’s snipping tool ever disappeared!)
and save that. Just because you can see a record online today, doesn’t mean
that it will be there forever. As they say – use it or lose it – or in this case –
save it or lose it.
Marg Frewin
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MARY JANE HAPLIN
The township of Break O’ Day (now known as Corindhap) is located
approximately 5kms north east of Rokewood. Gold was first discovered in
the area in 1852, with the Break O Day Gully goldfield opening in 1856.
The big rush took place there in 1861. At its peak the town boasted some
5,000 inhabitants, and as was usual, a number of businesses and quite a few
hotels sprang up to support the town’s folk.
The first “permanent” timber hotel was built by John BOYLE in 1860. He
appears to have sold that hotel and built the Break O’ Day Hotel, a much
more substantial timber building. This was later to become a brick structure
on the same site, called the Commercial Hotel.
In October 1869, John BOYLE placed the hotel up for auction. Later the
same month, the Geelong Advertiser reported that John intended to apply to
transfer the hotel license to Andrew James HALPIN.
Andrew James HALPIN was born circa 1839 to Andrew HALPIN Snr and
Margaret (nee EATON/EASTON). A definitive birth cannot be located but
there is a suggestion that Andrew may have been born in Tasmania.

Geelong Advertiser 30 October 1869 p 3

His sister, Mary Jane HALPIN was born circa 1837 and once again we
cannot find a definitive birth place. In February 1872, Mary Jane applied for
a publican’s license for a “house situated at Break O Day, and formerly
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known as Break O’Day Hotel”. It contained 10 rooms, exclusive of those
required for the use of the family. This suggests that, at some stage, Andrew
was unable to continue running the hotel and had closed it, possibly due to
ill health.

The Ballarat Courier Thursday 22 February 1872 p 3

The road to obtaining this hotel license was not smooth. The Geelong
Advertiser of 21 March 1872 stated that at first, the Police Magistrate
objected to the granting of the certificate “owing to Miss HALPIN not being
blessed with a husband”. The police however, offered no objection and the
certificate was granted.
Andrew James HALPIN died on 6th March 1876, at the age of only 37 years.
He was listed in the probate papers as a publican of Break O’ Day. He
bequeathed the hotel and its contents plus 2 parcels of land in New Zealand
to Mary Jane. The probate papers describe the hotel as a weatherboard
building roofed with zinc and shingles, containing nine rooms. It also had a
detached kitchen built of hardwood with shingle roof, and another detached
building containing three rooms built of hardwood and roofed with bark. A
stable, built of hardwood and roofed with bark, contained eight stalls. The
hotel was valued at 259 pounds, with the total value of Andrew’s estate
amounting to 300 pounds. There was no sign of any land in New Zealand in
the list of assets.
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Mary Jane continued to run the hotel on her own. She appears to have been
a great hostess, with the hotel a hive of activity. There are numerous
complementary reports of Mary Jane providing sumptuous luncheons and/or
dinners for various visiting cricket teams competing against the Corindhap
Cricket Club. The hotel also hosted meetings of various local organisations
such as the National Reform League.
On 14th January 1880, Mary Jane was married to David Edward THOMAS
by the Rev. P. D. MOORE of Smythesdale. Both bride and groom were
residents of Corindhap. David, the son of Edmund THOMAS and Frances
MACHAIAS, was well known in the district, having been made a Justice of
the Peace in 1878. He was also elected to the Leigh Shire Council and
served on the council for nine years. It appears that Mary Jane continued to
run the hotel, whilst David ran the local Corindhap Post Office and Drapery
Store.
In 1884, tragedy was to strike the couple. On the 16th May, a mysterious fire
broke out in the Drapery Store, not long after David had shut up the shop for
the night. Despite the best efforts of bystanders, the building could not be
saved and all contents were lost. Losses were estimated to be in the order of
1200 pounds, with only 650 pounds covered by insurance. To make matters
worse, it was reported that within the previous six months, 150 pounds had
been spent on improvements to the building.
Three months later, Mary Jane’s mother, Margaret M. HALPIN died on the
12th August in Geelong and was buried in the Eastern Cemetery. Margaret
had outlived her husband, but no death for Andrew Snr can be located.
In 1887, tragedy was to strike once more. On 2nd July, David THOMAS
passed away at his residence, the Break O’ Day Hotel at the age of only 41
years. He was buried at the Rokewood Cemetery on the 4th July. David left
no will and the Letters of Administration state that his estate, consisting of
land and salary for running the post office, was valued at 156 pounds. There
was no listing for furniture etc, but the probate papers did note that Mary
Jane had received all the furniture from her brother prior to their marriage,
and that consequently they were part of her estate, not Davids.
Mary Jane stayed in Corindhap and continued to run the hotel for nearly 30
years but age and the demands of running the hotel were catching up with
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her. In November 1896 she advertised her intention to transfer the hotel
license to her niece, Georgina CAMM (daughter of her brother James Eaton
HALPIN and his wife Ann LAWLOR) and her husband, Ernest E. J.
CAMM. In 1899, the hotel was rebuilt in brick, the first brick building to be
built in Corindhap. It was around this time that the hotel was renamed the
Commercial Hotel.
Mary Jane died on the 24th August 1906 at the age of 69 years. She passed
on at her beloved Commercial Hotel, Corindhap and was buried on the 26th
August in the Roman Catholic Section of the Rokewood Cemetery,
alongside her husband David. A ‘solemn and impressive service’ was
conducted by Rev. Father BARRETT of Smythesdale and was attended by
numerous people from the district. Her obituary in the Ballarat Star
describes her as of a ‘quiet and unassuming nature and most charitably
inclined’.
After Mary’s death, Georgina applied for probate of Mary’s estate which
was worth 496 pounds. There was no property listed in the probate papers,
so this suggests that Georgina & Ernest had either purchased or been gifted
the hotel. As Mary Jane and David had no issue, Georgina inherited all of
the estate.
In October 1907, Ernest applied to transfer the license of the hotel to his
brother Leslie Bertram CAMM. Ernest eventually sold the hotel to Richard
JOLLY in 1912 and moved to Beeac, running the New Farmer’s Arms Hotel
for several years.
Sources
Victorian BDM Indexes
The Argus, 5 August 1887 p.8
Ballarat Courier 22 January 1880 p.2
Ballarat Star 15 Oct 1869 p.3, 22 May 1884 p.2, 4 July 1887 p.2, 25 April
1899 p.1, 19 Nov 1896 p. 3, 25 August 1906 p.10, 27 Aug 1906 p.1, 29
August 1906 p.6, 15 October 1907 p.5
Colac Herald 20 May 1884 p3
Geelong Advertiser 21 March 1872 p.3
Geelong Cemeteries Trust – Deceased Search
ED.
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GEELONG TIMES – Aug to Dec 1876
Part 1
NAME
COMMENT
ALLEN, Mr (dec) Land sale

GT Date
24 Jul 1876

Alliance
Temperance
Society
ALLNUTT, Mr

Formation

1 Aug 1876

23 Aug 1876

Drysdale

28 Aug 1876

Birregurra

10 Nov 1876

Birregurra

17 Aug 1876

ASH, E Mr

Drysdale Station goods
shed
Birregurra Coursing
Match
Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
Alliance Temperance
Society
Kensington Temperance
Society
Toll gate Debate

ASH, Ebenezer

Board of Advice election 13 Jul 1876

ASH, John

Alliance Temperance
Society
Drysdale Station goods
shed
Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
New organ

17 Aug 1876
23 Aug 1876

Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Drysdale

10 Nov 1876

Birregurra

3 Aug 1876

Drysdale

Murroon Cricket Team
Birregurra Turf Club
Scarlet fever
Murroon Cricket Team
Toll gate debate

10 Nov 1876
9 Nov 1876
27 Sep 1876
10 Nov 1876
21 Sep 1876

Birregurra
Birregurra
Birregurra
Birregurra
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Drysdale

ARMYTAGE,
George
ARNOTT, Mr
ASH, E
ASH, E

BATES, Mr
BEAL, Mr
Bellarine Presb.
Church
BETTS, S
BIRD, Mr
Birregurra
BOND, J
BOWMAN, R Mr
BOWMAN,
William
BRADBEAR,
Miss

28 Dec 1876
21 Sep 1876

Kensington Temperance 28 Dec 1876
Society
Drysdale Sunday School 21 Nov 1876
tea meeting
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Correspondent
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)

BRAME, C Jnr

Toll gate Debate

21 Sep 1876

BRAZIER, Mr

Kensington
(Leopold)
Drysdale

Drysdale Station goods
shed
BRINSMEAD, H Alliance Temperance
Society
BRINSMEAD, H Kensington Temperance
Society
BRINSMEAD, R Alliance Temperance
Society
BROMILOW, Mr Wallington Wesleyan
Church
BROWN, Mr
Toll gate Debate

23 Aug 1876

BURNS, John

11 Aug 1876

Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Drysdale

10 Nov 1876

Birregurra

21 Nov 1876

Drysdale

9 Nov 1876
13 Jul 1876

10 Nov 1876
10 Nov 1876
11 Aug 1876

Birregurra
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Birregurra
Birregurra
Drysdale

21 Sep 1876
20 Nov 1876
14 Jul 1876
23 Aug 1876

Drysdale
Drysdale
Drysdale
Drysdale

25 Jul 1876

Drysdale

11 Aug 1876

Drysdale

24 Jul 1876

Kensington
(Leopold)
Drysdale
Winchelsea
Drysdale

BUTCHER, Mr
BUTLER, Mr
CAHILL, P E
CAMPBELL,
Archibald
CHAMBERS,
Miss
CHAPPELL, A
CHAPPELL, H
CLARK, Mr

Drysdale Foresters
Branch
Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
Drysdale Sunday School
tea meeting
Birregurra Turf Club
Board of Advice election

17 Aug 1876
28 Dec 1876
17 Aug 1876
7 Dec 1876
21 Sep 1876

Wallington Wesleyan
Church
Murroon Cricket Team
Murroon Cricket Team
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
COLLINS, E Mr Sale of stock
COLLINS, E Mr Farewell
COLLINS, Miss Marriage
COLLINS, Mr
Drysdale Station goods
shed
COLLINS, Mr
Bellarine Ploughing
Match Committee
COLLINS,
Drysdale Foresters
Thomas
Branch
COLLINS, W Mr Scarlet fever

7 Dec 1876

Colonial Bank
Portarlington
CONSIDINE, Mr horse accident
DALLY, Mr
Bellarine Ploughing

2 Sep 1876
20 Oct 1876
25 Jul 1876
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DAVEY, F Mr
DAVIES, Mr
DAVIS, J
DEVINE, Cr
DEVLIN, Mr
DOBLE, W
DONNELY, J
DREW, Mr
EDMUNDSON,
Mr
EVA, Mr
FITCHER, Rev &
Mrs
FORD, Thomas
GALLOP, Mr
GIGGINS, B Mr
GIGGINS,
Catherine
GIGGINS,
Femgamin
GIGGINS, Mark

Match Committee
Board of Advice election 18 Sep 1876

Kensington
(Leopold)
Birregurra
Drysdale

Birregurra Turf Club
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
Toll gate Debate

9 Nov 1876
11 Aug 1876

Court case
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
Birregurra Cricket Club

30 Aug 1876
11 Aug 1876

Kensington
(Leopold)
Queenscliff
Drysdale

11 Aug 1876

Drysdale

10 Nov 1876

Birregurra

31 Aug 1876

Birregurra

New Schoolmaster
Drysdale Sunday School
tea meeting
Committing a servant
Wallington Wesleyan
Church
Kensington Temperance
Society
Public Meeting & Tea

29 Aug 1876
21 Nov 1876

Birregurra
Drysdale

20 Nov 1876
7 Dec 1876

Public Meeting & Tea

2 Aug 1876

Public Meeting & Tea

2 Aug 1876
28 Aug 1876
11 Aug 1876

Drysdale
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Kensington
(Leopold)
Birregurra
Drysdale

21 Nov 1876

Drysdale

25 Nov 1876
10 Nov 1876

Winchelsea
Birregurra

22 Nov 1876

Drysdale

11 Aug 1876

Drysdale

GREEN, Joseph
GRIFFIN, Mr

Witness
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
GROVE, Rev
Drysdale Sunday School
tea meeting
GULLAN, M Mr Opening of railway
HACKLAND, Mr Colac Tradesmen
Cricket Team
HAGGAR,
Volunteer Rifle shooting
Gunner
badge
HAGGAR, T
Drysdale Foresters
Branch
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21 Sep 1876

28 Dec 1876
2 Aug 1876

LOOKING FOR GEELONG CONNECTIONS?
Check out:
Bellarine Peninsula & Geelong and District History Website
http://zades.com.au/gandd/index.php
Includes:
Geelong and District Consolidated Database
Bellarine Peninsula Consolidated Name Index
and much, much more!
Check out the “Geelong and District Blog” and sign up for the notification
service.
Geelong Heritage Centre Reading Room
Level 3, Geelong Library & Heritage Centre
51 Little Malop Street, Geelong
Phone: (03) 4201 0630
Email heritagecentre@grlc.vic.gov.au
http://www.grlc.vic.gov.au
Open Tuesday 9am-8pm, Wednesday to Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 10am – 1pm
Geelong LDS Family History Centre
20 Eagle View Crescent
Bell Post Hill
Phone (03) 5278 1691
Open Tuesday 7pm-9pm, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30am-1.30pm
Closed Public Holidays, Tuesdays during school holidays and Christmas
school holidays
Bellarine Historical Society & Museum
Old Court House, High Street
Drysdale 3222
https://www.bellarinehistory.org/
bellarine-historical-society@googlegroups.com
Open:
January – every Sunday 1.30-4.30pm
Feb to Aug & Oct to Dec – 1st Sunday of month, 1.30 to 4.30pm
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GFHG PAYMENT DETAILS
To pay for membership subscriptions and research services by direct debit, the
Group’s bank details are as follows:
Bank:
Bendigo Bank
BSB:
633-000
Account:
162 588 131
Ref:
Your name
Always EMAIL proof of payment and completed form or details to:
geelongfhg@gmail.com

MEMBER SERVICES
The Geelong Family History Group offers a number of services to its members.
Journal Borrowing
The Group subscribes to a number of Australian and Overseas family history
journals and newsletters. Single issues may be borrowed for one month and
returned on meeting nights.
Lookup Service
Any member may request a free lookup of the Geelong & District Database of
Church BMD & Directory entries. Members who qualify for discounted
research (see below) may also request free lookups in the Victorian BDM
Indexes and/or one of our publications. NB A specific name is required for these
services.
Discounted Research Service
For those members who are not able to access the Geelong Heritage Centre due to
distance, ill health or work commitments, members may request basic research
for $10 per query (non-members $20). You will need to complete the research
request form available on the research page of our website.
Please forward all lookup and research requests to our Research Officer.
For a Lookup Service, use the Contact Us form on our web site, and for a
Research Request please send to our Postal Address.
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Notes

