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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Alison Baker

Dear Members,
We can finally announce that we are
officially a FamilySearch Affiliate Library.
What this means for us is that members
now have access to additional digital records not available outside a Latter-Day
Saints family history centre or another
affiliate library. Currently there are about
400 million original records available in a
digital format that we will have access to.
The FamilySearch website has been, and
still is, accessible from home but you may
have noticed that sometimes an image of
a record or access to a film is locked with
a notification that the image can only be
viewed at a family history centre. The
closest LDS family history centres for
those living on the Peninsula was in Braeside or Narre Warren until now! It’s very
exciting.

offers. A recording of the presentation
was made and will be available to members to access via the members only section of our website. Please reach out for
help accessing this if you are unsure.
An air-purifier has been purchased
for the library. This machine is able to
circulate the air within our space filtering
out particles including air-born viruses.
Of course this isn’t a complete solution
and we all still need to be mindful of the
recommendation for living within a covid
environment such as social distancing,
sanitising hands etc. The committee is
however hopeful that this extra level of
protection for our members whilst using
the library will encourage those members
we haven’t seen for a while to feel safe
enough to come in and say hello.

Happy researching.

We had a presentation via Zoom on
Saturday May 7th giving a very basic introduction to FamilySearch and what it

Alison
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Mornington Peninsula Family History Society is now a
FamilySearch affiliate library
This means that our members and visitors will have access to the wealth of
genealogical resources available through FamilySearch. The website has over
6 billion searchable names and two billion images of historical genealogical
records plus there will be library volunteers on hand to help with any questions you may have.
FamilySearch is a non-profit, volunteer-driven organization sponsored by The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The FamilySearch website at
www.familysearch.org is accessible freely from home and gives you access to
birth, marriage, death, census, land and court records from more than 130
countries. There are restrictions however and some images are only available for viewing through a Family History Library or an affiliate library.

Searching the catalog to see if the records from a particular place are available, you may have come across an icon like this:

This indicates that the film or image has been digitized (the camera) but is
locked (the key) and only viewable at a Family History (LDS) Library or an
affiliate library. The good news is that now you can come into our library and
view them! Until now the closest LDS library or affiliate to Frankston is located in Braeside. They are only open for 4 hours twice a month whereas we
are open three times a week.
Our duty volunteers will be able to help you access FamilySearch on our internet computers and show you how to make the most from the records
available. At this stage you will be able to come in anytime we are open.

FamilySearch is available on all four internet computers.
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KATHLEEN BOND’S ENTITLEMENT

TO

VOTE—1910

John Hyatt has given permission to include in this issue, the story of his grandmother,
Kathleen Bond and her Elector’s Right Certificate.

K

athleen Bond was born 3rd April
1889 at North Fitzroy, one of eight
children of James Bond and wife Emma
(nee Witts). Only five of their children
survived and Katie was the middle one
with two older brothers and two younger
sisters. Her parents took up land on
French Island as part of the Village Settlement schemes of the 1890s depression.
The farm was not enough to support the
family and the older brothers left for paid
work elsewhere. Her father also travelled
at times through Victoria plying his trade
as a bricklayer. At these times Katie had
the responsibility of running and managing the farm.
On the 4th April 1914 she married
Ernest William Sisson, giving birth to my
mother, Minna Lilian Sisson, on 23rd February 1915. Katie died seven weeks later
on the 13th April, official cause of death
is given as pneumonia. She is buried on
the island.
Such a sad story of a life cut short, but
an item kept and passed down in the
family is this very interesting document –
an Elector’s Right allowing her to vote
being qualified by ‘Womanhood’ and
‘Residence’.
Women were first granted the right to
vote in Victorian elections in 1908 though
they had been able to vote in federal
elections since 1902. This certificate was
obtained by my grandmother the year
she turned 21. Oddly it seems to be valid
for only 12 months. Presumably women
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Kathleen & Ernest on their wedding day
4 April, 1914

throughout the state had to have one of
these certificates before they could vote.
Katie’s widower, Ernest, enlisted the
following year and whilst on leave in England from fighting, met and married a
relative, Eva Gittins, who, along with her
mother, followed him to Australia. Eva
died in 1953 and she - and her mother are both buried on French Island.
Ernest Sisson died aged 88 In 1973. 
Note: Additional information is taken
from Ruth Gooch’s “Frontier French Island”.
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2022
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UPDATES

N

TO

ANCESTRY & FINDMYPAST SITES

ew and updated resources from
February 2022.

Australia and New Zealand
Australia and New Zealand Obituary
Index 2004-current.
Australia and New Zealand Find A Grave
Index 1800s-current.
New South Wales, Index to Deceased
Estate Files 1859-1958.
South Australia, Adelaide Hospital Admission Registers 1841-1952.
South Australia, Destitute Asylum Ledgers and Admissions to Industrial and Reformatory Schools 1849-1913.
South Australia, Incoming and Outgoing
Passenger Lists 1845-1940.
South Australia, Prison Registers 18381912.
South Australia, Select Tax and Financial
Records 1838-1928 and Returns of Census 1841.
South Australia, Supreme Court Criminal
Records 1837-1918 and Reports to the
Police Coroner 1842-1961.
New Zealand, South Anglo Boer War
1899-1902.

United Kingdom & Ireland

1939 England and Wales Register.
England, Essex Church of England Births
and Baptisms 1813-1921, Marriages 1754
-1937, Deaths and Burials 1813-1996.
England, Gloucestershire Electoral Registers 1832-1974.
England, Surrey Church of England Burials 1813-1997.
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Scotland, Edinburgh Army Attestation
Registers 1796-1857.
UK and Ireland, Obituary Index 20042019.
UK and Ireland, Find A Grave Index
1300s-current.
UK and Ireland, Newspapers.com Marriage Index 1800s-current.
UK, Phone Book Indexes 2001 and 2003.
UK Women's Army Auxiliary Corps Service Records 1917-1920.
UK Women's Royal Air Force Service
Records 1918-1920.

United States
1950 United States Federal Census.
American Genealogical Biographical
Index (AGBI).
California, Arriving Passenger and Crew
Lists 1882-1959.
Delaware, Federal Naturalization Records 1802-1944.
Florida, Arriving and Departing Passenger and Crew Lists 1898-1963.
Indiana, Birth Certificates 1907-1944.
Iowa, Death Records 1880-1904, 19211952.
Kentucky, Birth Records 1847-1911.
Louisiana, Records of Enslaved People
1719-1820.
Massachusetts, Compiled Birth, Marriage and Death Records 1700-1850.
Missouri, Springfield, St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Employee Cards 19401980.
New Hampshire State and Federal Naturalization Records 1832-1995.
South Carolina, Death Records 18211970.
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South Carolina, Edgefield Slave Records
1774-1866.
Texas, Arriving and Departing Passenger
and Crew Lists 1893-1963.
U.S. Atlantic Ports, Arriving and Departing Passenger and Crew Lists, 18201959.
U.S. Cemetery and Funeral Home Collection 1847-current.
U.S. Find a Grave Index 1600s-current.
U.S. Letters Received by the Office of
Indian Affairs 1824-1881.
U.S. Mormon Migration Records 18401932.
U.S. Obituary Collection 1930-current.
U.S. World War 11 Draft Registration
Cards 1942.
Utah Federal Naturalization Records
1906-1930.
Virginia, Marriage Registers 1853-1935
and Death Registers 1853-1911.
Washington, County Naturalizations
1878-1974.
Wisconsin, Birth Records 1959-2004,
Marriage Records 1820-2004 and Death
Records 1959-2004.

Canada

Canada Find a Grave Index 1600scurrent and Obituary Collection 1898current.
Canada, Selected School Yearbooks
1901-2010.
Ontario, Births 1832-1916.
Quebec, Notarial Records 1637-1935.

Central and South America
Brazil Find A Grave Index 1800s-current.
Mexico Find A Grave Index 1800scurrent.

Europe and Scandinavia
Austria, St. Polten, Lower Austria Catholic Church Records 1628-1955.
Denmark, 1840 and 1880 Censuses.
Denmark, Copenhagen Censuses 1885
and 1895.
Denmark, Phone Book Indexes 2001 and
2003.
France, Alpes-de-Haute-Provence Births,
Marriages and Deaths 1532-1915.
France, Aube Births, Marriages and
Deaths 1792-1912.
France, Eure-et-Loir Selected Camp,
Prison, Property and Compensation Records 1917-1965 (USHMM).
France, Haute-Vienne Births, Marriages
and Deaths 1792-1930.
France, Phone Book Indexes 1997-2007.
France, Saone-et-Loire Births 1546-1905
and Deaths 1574-1902.
France, Somme Births, Marriages and
Deaths 1793-1912.
France, Yvelines Censuses 1836-1911.
Germany, Angermunde, Brandenburg
Miscellaneous City Records 1706-1922.
Germany, Dresden Citizens' Documents
and Business Licenses 1820-1962.
Germany, Find a Grave Index 1600scurrent.
Germany, Military Killed in Action 19391948.
Germany, Phone Book Indexes 2001 and
2003.
Germany, Prussia, East Prussia, Konigsberg, Index to Funeral Sermons and Memorials 1700-1900.
Germany, Rhineland-Palatinate Church
Record Extractions and Family Registers
1600-1925.
Italy, Find a Grave Index 1800s-current.
(Continued on page 8)
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Italy, Phone Book Indexes 2001, 2003,
2004, 2007, 2010 and 2011.
Netherlands, Phone Book Indexes 1997,
2001, 2002, 2003, 2005 and 2011.
Norway, Find a Grave Index 1800scurrent.
Poland, Krakow ID Card Applications for
Jews During World War 11, 1940-1941
(USHMM).
Poland, Jews Displaced from Biala Podlaska to Miedzyrzec-Podlaski 1942
(USHMM).
Spain, Phone Book Indexes 1999, 2002
and 2004-2015.
Sweden, Find a Grave Index 1800scurrent.
Ukraine, Kyiv Orthodox Consistory
Church Book Duplicates 1734-1930.
Western Ukraine, Catholic Church Book
Duplicates 1600-1937.

Global

Find a Grave Index for Burials at Sea and
other Select Burial Locations 1300scurrent.

New and Updated Resources from February 2022. On Computer 1 only.

Australia and New Zealand

New Zealand, Women’s Suffrage Petition in the 1890s.

United Kingdom
1939 Register. New additions.
England, Cambridgeshire Burials for
Whittelsey Cemetery, Ickleton St Mary,
Eastwood Burial Ground and Chatteris
Cemetery.
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England, Dorset Monumental Inscriptions going back to as far as 1294.
England, Greater Manchester Roman
Catholic Parish Burials.
England, Indian Navy Records of Service
1840-1947.
England, Lancashire Roman Catholic
Parish Burials.
England, Lincolnshire Burials covering
Horncastle, Louth, Bourne and Great
Grimsby Cemeteries.
England, Liverpool Roman Catholic Parish Marriages.
England, Middlesex Monumental Inscriptions
England, Middlesex Roman Catholic
Parish Marriages.
England, Military Nurses 1856-1994.
Records on military nurses who served in
the Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military
Nursing Service, the Queen Alexandra's
Imperial Military Nursing Service
(Reserve) and the Territorial Force Nursing Service during the First World War.
England, Military Women during the
First and Second World Wars including
records from the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps.
England, Norfolk Baptisms, Marriages
and Banns and Burials.
England, Norfolk Monumental Inscriptions Index 1600-1900.
England, Norfolk Non-Conformist Records 1613-1901 covering Births, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials.
England, Norfolk Workhouse Admission
and Discharge Registers.
England, Northamptonshire Baptisms.
Additions covering 82 churches.
England, Plymouth Roman Catholic Parish Marriages.
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England, Salford Roman Catholic Parish
Baptisms and Marriages.
England, Southwark Roman Catholic
Parish Marriages.
England, Westminster Roman Catholic
Parish Marriages.
England, Yorkshire Baptisms for
Sheffield and covering Neepsend, St Michael & All Angels Church from 1867 to
1922.
England, Yorkshire. National School Admission Registers and Log-Books 18701914 for the Halifax area.
National Burials Index of England and
Wales. New additions added for Kent,
Staffordshire, Leicestershire and Rutland.
Quaker Deaths 1810-1918. Collection
from the Friends Historical Library, Dublin.
Quaker Women's Petition 1659.
Ireland, Views of Ireland containing 117
images from colourised photos and illustrations between 1800 and 1900.

THE EDITOR’S TWO-PENNORTH
 Jill Bowe is looking for a member who

has information on Harriet Ffrench
(married name Mrs Robert Power). Harriet’s sister’s name is Mrs Connolly. If you
know anything to help, please contact editor@mpfhs.org.
 Our new affiliation with FamilySearch
means more benefit for our members. It
will mean easy access to those ‘closed’
digital resources hitherto only viewable
at an LDS FamilySearch library.
 If you’re interested in learning about
the Legacy program for recording your
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2022

Ireland, Waterford County Burial Records 1850-1950. Records from St. Carthage's Cemetery, St. Declan's Cemetery
and St. Otteran's Cemetery.
Scotland, Glasgow Roman Catholic Parish Marriages.
Scotland, Roman Catholic Parish Baptisms.
UK Electoral Registers and Companies
House Directors. These records are mostly from the 2021 electoral registers.
New and Additional Newspapers added.
Many titles available. Newspapers are
always a great source of information.

United States

1950 US Census Image Browse
US Census 1860, Slave Schedule.

Jamaica
Manumission of Slaves 1747-1779 

Sandra Beckett

family history digitally, Ric Norman is
willing to show you ‘the ropes’. Contact
him - treasurer@mpfhs.org and a demo
and talk-through can be arranged.
 Our Members’ Only page on our website (password to this page is the reverse
of your current membership card) now
contains recent digitised Peninsula Past
Times.
 Quite a few years ago we also had on
our website Members’ Interests. We are
looking to see how we can again manage
this safely. 
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FINDING

M

OUT ABOUT

JANE

y great great grandfather and first
Australian born ancestor on my
mother (Joan Holman nee Kellick) side
was John Kellick. He was born in Bligh
Street, Sydney, Australia on the 3rd of July
1803 and was baptised at St. Philip’s,
Church Hill, Sydney, Australia on the 25th
of March 1804. John married Ann Pugh
Nichols (daughter of first fleeter John
Nichols) on the 18th of October 1825 at
the St. James Church, Sydney. John died
on the 1st 0f January 1882 and was buried
with his wife in the The Kellick Plot at St
Stephen's Churchyard, Camperdown,
(Plot Number 63).
It was noted on John’s baptism certificate that his mother was Jane Hay, his
father was John Kellick (spelt incorrectly
should have been Kellock) and the baptism was registered at St Phillip Church,
Sydney. It is noted on John Kellick’s
death certificate that his father was John
Kellick (spelt incorrectly should have
been Kellock), a gunner on board HMS
Gluton (spelt incorrectly should have
been Glatton) and his mother’s maiden
name was Jane Hay.

Garry Holman

There is a good deal of information
on my great great grandfather John Kellick but I could not find any mention of
his mother under the name of Jane Hay
living in Sydney in the early 1800’s.
I tried to take the easy way and
search the on line family trees. I found a
number of on line family trees but they
have John Kellick’s mother as Jane Hay or
Jane/Jannet Gardiner or even Jane Hay
alias Jane/Jannet Gardiner and there was
a site that stated that Jane/Jannet Gardiner was not the same person as Jane
Hay.
I have found that the on line family
trees are a good place to start my research and many have sources but a
number do not have sources given so the
information may or may not be correct. I
think that a lot of people have used the
information from these sites and put it in
their family trees and because it was not
their direct line have not researched her
further.
As John Kellick is my direct line, I
am trying to research Jannet/Jane Gardiner/Jane Hay further but I have had lim-

Newspaper article dated 21 April 1801 reporting on Jannet Gardiner’s
Court verdict and sentence for the theft of silk handkerchiefs.
10
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ited success. I have decided to start my
research from scratch and to try to prove
or disprove the information on the on
line family trees.
I started by checking the convict
indent and musters etc. I could not find a
Jane Hay. I was unable to find a Jane Hay
so I checked all the women with the
christian name of Jane and its variants,
one of which was Jannet Gardiner. In the
meantime I came across a letter at the
NSW Archives Office written by John Kellick dated the 28th of August 1826 in
which he applied to the Sydney Male
Orphan School, Sydney for the release of
his half-brother George Coulson into his
care so that he could enter into a Cabinet
Maker apprenticeship for him. I now had
another name for John’s mother, Jane
Coulson.
With this name I hit the jackpot and
discovered the following, Jane Gardner
had four children to George Coulson,
they were, Elizabeth (Coulston), Mary
(Coulston), Jane (Coulston) and George
(Coulson). Now the question was why
was George junior in the Sydney Male
Orphan School? He had been admitted
on the 2nd of January 1822 but listed beside his name under the heading
“Parent” was the name Jane Dew. I
wrongly assumed that Jane Gardiner/
Hay/Coulson/Coulston had either remarried or taken another name. I then found
the death of a Jane Gardner in the Birth,
Death and Marriage Records for the 4th of
May 1818 and now feel quite sure that
this is in fact John Kellick’s mother. The
reasons for this is as follows, on checking
through some early musters I found in
1811 Jane Gardiner is listed as being
transported on the Glatton, the 1814
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2022

muster shows Jane Gardiner as arriving
on the Glatton and being the wife of G.
Coulston with five children (I had accounted for four). Then in the 1822 muster there is no Jane Gardiner/Coulston
listed. On the 1822 muster George Coulson junior is shown as living in the Sydney Male Orphan School while his sisters
Elizabeth, Mary and Jane are listed as
being at the Parramatta Female Orphan
School.
In regard to the name Jane Dew, I
assume that George junior and probably
the three girls were placed in the care of
Jane Dew (a washerwoman of Farm
Cove) and after her husband John Dew
died on the 14th of July 1821, Jane Dew
put the children into the orphanages.
The fact that George Coulson senior is
shown in the Sydney Gazette as intending
to leave the colony for England in 1818
further supports our assumption that the
children would have been classed as orphans.
I have tracked down where her
court record of the Cumberland Quarter
Sessions are held and was able to purchase a copy of her Court Records. The
record state in part that Jannet Gardiner
was the wife of William Gardiner and she
was sentenced to seven years transportation to Australia for the theft of five silk
handkerchiefs of the value of ten pence.
I have not so far been able to find any
records for her birth or marriage to prove
her maiden name was Hay but as Hay is
listed on John’s birth and death certificates as his mother’s maiden name, I am
confident that her name is Jannet (Jane)
Gardiner nee Hay.
Jannet Gardiner nee Hay boarded
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

the ship HMS Glatton on the 12th of August 1802 in preparation for the 169 day
voyage to Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia. Serving on board was an
Officer, Marine Gunner John Kellock. It
was common practice at that time that
on Navy ships the Offices were able to
have a servant for the voyage and it appears that John Kellock chose Jannet Gardiner and she became pregnant to him
during the voyage to Australia.
HMS Glatton arrived in Sydney on
the 11th of March 1803, disembarked its
consignment of convicts and supplies and
departed on the 8th of May 1803 with
John Kellock on board for the return trip
to England.
Seven weeks after arriving at Sydney Cove Jane gave birth to a son whom
she named John Kellick, presumably after
his father. The Kellock/Kellick surname
may have either been a spelling mistake
or a problem with Jannet’s Northern England accent.
Sometime after John Kellock left
Australia Jane partnered with William
Crockett. William was an able seaman on
board the First Fleet store-ship
Fishburne. Jane and William had a son
James Crocket born on the 10th of September 1805.
It is unclear what happened to William Crockett as it appears that Jane partnered with George Coulston c1808 as
they had their first daughter, Elizabeth
born Sep 1809. There are a number of
on line family trees that state that William Crocket died on the 3rd of April 1807
but they have not supplied a source for
his death and I have not been able so far
12

to find any record for his death or burial.
Jane and George went on to have
to have at least the following four children, Elizabeth Coulson 1809-1824, Mary
Coulston 1810-1903, Jane Coulston 18131891and George Coulston 1815-1883.
The reason that I said Jane had at
least four children to George Coulston is
because in the NSW 1828 muster there
are a number of Coulston listed. In the
muster there is an Isabella Coulston, age
10, born in the colony (c1818) and boarding at Mr. John Eyre School Parramatta.
Her listing is adjacent to Thomas Coulson
came free, age 27, arrived in Australia
1823, Henry Coulson age 22, and John
Coulson aged 20 both came free, arrived
in Australia 1824. These three men
would be too young to be her father and
as they all arrived in the colony after Isabella’s birth in 1818 so I think their only
connection is alphabetical. Then there is
Jane aged 14, and Mary Coulson aged 17
both born in the colony and both household servants. Lastly there is Peter Coulson aged 45, a ‘lifer’ arrived in 1818 - also
likely unrelated.
I believe that Isabella was a sister to
Jane and Mary as their ages line up with
the second and third daughters and son
George Coulston of Jane Gardiner and
George Coulston. Their first daughter
Elizabeth had died in 1824 four years
before the 1828 muster so would not be
on the muster. I have not been able to
find any BD&M or other records for Isabella.
Jane Gardiner died on the 4th of
May 1818 and was buried two days later
on the 6th of May 1818. No burial site
was given on her burial certificate but I
have found an entry on ‘Find A Grave’
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2022

web site which stated that she was buried at the Old Sydney Burial Ground, Sydney, Australia (which is now the site of
the Sydney Town Hall). If Isabella was
Jane's daughter and as both Jane’s death
(at the age of 38) and Isabella’s birth happened in 1818 and it may be possible
that Jane died during or due to the birth
of her daughter Isabella.

As I said at the start of this story I
have had limited success but I am happy
that my g.g.g,grandmother’s name is,
Jannet (Jane) Gardiner nee Hay but I will
keep on researching to try and find her
birth and/or marriage records. I will also
have to keep on researching to find more
information on her possible daughter
Isabella and also William Crocket.

Above is a transcript of court hearing held at the Cumberland Quarter Session on
the 13 of April 1801 where Jane Gardiner was sentenced to seven years transportation to Australia for the theft of five silk handkerchiefs to the value of ten pence the
goods and chattels of Peter Dixon
Cumberland, the Jurors for our lord the King upon their Oath that John
Thompson late of the parish of Saint Bees in the county of Cumberland labourer and Jannet Gardiner late of the same place Wife of William Gardiner
on the third day of March in the Forty first year of the reign of our Sovereign
Lord George the Third, now King of Great Britain, and so forth with force and
arms, at the Parish of Saint Bees in the County aforesaid, five silk handkerchiefs of the value of ten-pence, the goods and Chattels of Peter Dixon then
and there being found, then and there did feloniously steal, take, and carry
away, against the peace of our said Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity
Jannet Gardiner Guilty;
For Petit Larceny John Thompson Not Guilty 
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FAMILY HISTORY SERENDIPITY

I

have for a long time researched my
Scottish maternal grandmother, Agnes Love’s family who lived in Johnstone
near Paisley in Renfrewshire.
On a visit to Scotland in 2010 I made
contact with distant cousins, researched
in the local archive and of course, visited
numerous cemeteries where graves are
called ‘lairs’, and came home with lots
more information to put ‘flesh on the
bones’ so to speak.
I discovered my grandmother’s mother, Jean Patrick Lang, was part of a large
family and an uncle of hers was the John
Lang of ‘John Lang & Sons’ who began a
manufactory in 1874 in her home town of
Johnstone producing heavy duty industrial machinery including lathes. The firm
became so successful it exported to Russia, America and of course Australia and
became known as ‘Lang for Lathes’.
Many males of the family worked in
the business and in fact my grand-
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mother’s grandfather, James Lang, had
the misfortune to actually die on the
premises. (‘of Apolexy at 6.10am on 23
April, 1894 at the Works of John Lang &
Sons’ according to his death certificate).
Eventually the company was taken
over in around 1960, and now no longer
exists. The vast workshops are gone, and
the only remaining evidence is in written
records and a few family stories.
Now – the following year 2011 was
when Peter and I loaded up our caravan
and set out to see some of Australia just
like thousands of other grey nomads.
One of the early stops was at Broken Hill
where we set out to explore this iconic
city. Advertised on tourism brochures
was a local outdoor museum which
seemed interesting so off we went. It
was the Historical Railway Museum – a
must-see for Peter who loves trains.
However, I was amply rewarded when
turning into a pathway crowded with
historic machinery, there in
front of me was
– you guessed
it! A huge green
John Lang &
Sons industrial
Lathe. What a
joy and such a
surprise to find
it in an outback
Australian city.
My
absolute
best serendipitous
moment
ever. 
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2022

Have you had an unexpected
joyful discovery in your research?
Write a few lines about it and share your story with other MPFHS members.
Either pen your story and send it to me at PO Box 381, Hastings, 3915 or
just write an email and click it off to - editor@mpfhs.org.
I’m looking forward to reading some surprising stories!
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AN AUSTRALIAN TEACHER

IN

SOUTH AFRICA

In this issue we continue with Margaret McInnes Morrison’s lively letters home from South Africa with this
one dated 4 January, 1903.

75 Smit Street
Braamfontein
Johannesburg
4.1.1903
Dear Annie
Johannesburg at last. Oh it is a wonderful place
quite as large as Adelaide and just thronged with people. Sixteen years ago it was
nothing but the open veldt. The mines are a revelation to me. We went over one of
the largest yesterday, the Bonanza. Quite a lot of our Medic friends are here so we’re
having a good time. It’s lovely to get into a big city again. Yesterday morning we went
to church, The Presbyterian. It was church parade. The Sutherland & Argyle Highland
regiment were there resplendent in all the glory of their kilts and arms. The band
played. It was grand. I never heard anything like the 100th Psalm as they played and
sang it. Just as its done in Scotland they tell me. In the evening to the Church of England – that was just like a theatre. The choir boys in red gowns and white surplices and
the altar glittering with gold and jewels. We were shown to a seat near the front and
there just near us was Baden-Powell. He’s such an insignificant little man in spite of his
gorgeous uniform with a head as bald as an ostrich egg. I worship him no longer. The
bold thing turned right round and grinned at us. Miss Young immediately claimed the
grin but I firmly believe it was meant for me. Lord Milner & party were there also. He
looks nice. Some of the houses are magnificent – mansions in fact – most of them
owned by Jews. The dresses of these people are wicked. Such richness. The most gorgeous materials, for the most part badly fitting for they are got out from Europe ready
made. Then most of the ladies fairly glitter with diamonds – greedy brutes.
We were to stay here a fortnight more but yesterday a letter came from our inspector praying us to come back at the end of this week & get the school in working
order for Chamberlain to see. Old fowl – what good will that do him? Great preparations are being made for his reception & entertainment. He’s expected to arrive on the
7th and that means he’ll get to J. about the 12th. Nobody ever is punctual in Africa.
Then he’s to spend a week in Potchefstroom & will occupy the house two doors from
our mansion so we’ll see plenty of him. The old cat though. I can’t forgive him for
(Continued on page 17)
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spoiling our holiday. However we’re promised twice as much time off after he’s gone.
They want us to sign for another two years. The salary will be £210 - keep ourselves
out of that and still the free passage back at the end of the time. The work is so easy
here that at times I feel tempted to say I’ll stay but there’s no need to think about it
for six months more.
Things are a wicked price here. We go into the shops and try on hats and dresses.
That’s all we can do as there’s no hope of buying them. Fancy 10 guinea hats. It’s nice
even to have had them on. The food is ruinous. Eggs 7/6 a doz and other things on a
par. It costs single men £15 a month to live.
Eight of us spent Christmas Day at Venterskroon on the Vaal river about 18 miles
from Pot. Splendid drive out behind four mules. They played up wickedly coming
home. I had to get up beside Mr Lambert who was driving and drive the polers while
he gave all his attention to the leaders even then for the most part they were four
abreast. It got dark & we missed the road. The last 2 miles took us an hour & three
quarters. We got into a ploughed field & finally into the water furrow. Venterskroon is
a lovely place. Great kopjes as high as Mt Gambier. Then the river and strange trees
and plants. We had lunch on the banks of the river near the place where Matheun’s
men were driven back by the Boers. We had one man with us who had been in the
fight and he told us the most exciting tales.
We heard yesterday of the death of one of our Aust. teachers. She never got over
the trip out and contracted enteric soon after she came. She was such a clever girl a
B.A. It’s awfully sad. Quite a lot of our girls are here for the holidays.
Got a letter from Jim yesterday which has been wandering about the country
since October 9th. He’s getting on splendidly he says. I’m so glad. I’m just broken
hearted about my clothes. The way these Africans tear them up is wicked. I had ten
pairs of stockings when I landed here. Now five stockings are all I can muster. Give
them a doz handkerchiefs to wash and they come back smiling with two. If you venture to ask where the missing articles are they look quite hurt and say, “ek weet nie” (I
don’t know). They do all the washing by the river you know. Crowds of them loaf
about the banks chattering and laughing while the current carries your treasured garments away. It’s no use saying, “do your own washing” for there’s not a tub or a flat
iron in the house or in the town either. Sometimes they don’t bring back your things
for three weeks.
Now I must stop. It’s my turn to get afternoon tea & the girls are gazing at me
with “thirst” in their eyes.
Hope everybody is flourishing. How’s Lee’s new machine? I suppose it has a place
in his heart only second to Bob the pup.
Heaps of love
Mag
(Continued on page 18)
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Potchefstroom
5.2.1903
Dear Lee
The unexpected has happened and we’ve got into the much talked of house.
Moved in last Saturday. It’s lovely. Six large rooms next door to the school where I
teach. The four Australians are here with a chaperone (Mrs Wise by name) to mind us.
We have a handsome black lady to cook, wash etc. & a ?.. to wait at table. Leastwise
we had those things for a time. When we came to lunch today we found the Africans
had levanted; the fire out and nothing to eat. The housekeeping is not all it seemed
for the first few days. They’ve changed the order of things slightly. From the first of
January we’re to be paid at the rate of £210 a year, house & furniture …… but we feed
ourselves. Food’s a bit dear but we hope to be able to manage it on 30/- a week. They
had the house all done up for us, freshly papered. The furniture’s all new and we’re to
have a piano. Oh and there’s a garden. At present it’s full of ripe peaches and tomatoes. I finish the former while the other girls lap up the tomatoes.
I’m sending an order for £10 to pay my insurance. It’s due in March I know but
can’t think of the date. Hope it won’t be too late.
The Department haven’t paid our board for 3 months & the man in the boarding
house where we lived has summoned them. Wonder how it will end. It is lovely to
know that it was spent on us and we needn’t trouble who pays it. Did Ena come up for
the holidays? I hope so. It would be a nice change for her. The room where I teach is
about 6 yards from the dining room so we just fall out from the breakfast table as the
bell goes. The daily thunder storm is still with us only the average is 2 a day for this
last week or so.
While I was in Johannesburg a man named Captain Rome, who said he knew Jim
in the …. & who is running a gold mining syndicate in Rhodesia offered me £35 a
month to go in their office there as shorthand writer. Of course I couldn’t break my
agreement with the Government or I’d have snapped it up though they say it’s a wicked country to live in. Lions and other little things like that running about.
The English teacher’s time is up this month. I’ve only heard of two who are going
home. Several of them have gone to farm schools (provisional schools). The Burgher
Camp is broken up now and there’s nothing left of it but the hospital and a couple of
Drs. How’s everything going on at home? Expect you’re a chaff merchant again. They
don’t use chaff here. It’s all compressed hay. Just now horse sickness is very bad. They
had to shoot 400 mules the other day. I know you’d like the mules. They’re splendid
things to work.
Now I must retire to roost. If the blacks are not back, we’ll have to worry up a
breakfast in the morning.
Good bye now
Love to everything & everybody
Margaret
To be continued next issue.
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Family Research Q&A on Zoom

Family History and DNA

On alternate months, we’ll be holding Q&A sessions on Zoom, so that if
you have any queries or brickwalls in
your research, you may get some
guidance in the next steps to take.
All members are invited to Zoom in
for an enjoyable, informal discussion. We’ll email the link to join in.

If you’ve ventured into the world of
using DNA to help in your research,
or just want to know more, remember we hold DNA Discussion
Meetings at our Library at 9.30am
on the third Thursday of each
month, viz.

For queries, email your problem to:
info@mpfhs.org about a week prior,
and experienced ‘brains’ will try to
provide an answer when you Zoom
in at 1.30pm on:
2 July
5 November

3 September

16 June
21 July
18 August
15 September
20 October
17 November

ABOUT THE COVER
“Waiting for the Steamer on the Pier at Cowes, Phillip Island” - Photo from the Victorian Collections website.
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5d5a378e21ea6705589f7625 

What’s On?
2022
May
June

July
August
September
October
November

19
4
16
2
21
6
18
3
15
1
20
5
17
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DNA Discussion Group
General Meeting—Patrick Ferry, Manager for Victoria &
Tasmania of the National Archives of Australia
DNA Discussion Group
Zoom Q&A meeting - Get advice on your brickwalls
DNA Discussion Group
General Meeting—TBA
DNA Discussion Group
Zoom Q&A meeting - Get advice on your brickwalls
DNA Discussion Group
General Meeting—TBA
DNA Discussion Group
Zoom Q&A meeting - Get advice on your brickwalls
DNA Discussion Group
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Association Reg No. A0022751W

Meetings:
First Saturday afternoon (1.30-4pm) of February, April, June, August, October and December at
Somerville Mechanics Hall, 66 Station St., Somerville. Melway Ref: 107 E12.
(see p19 for meeting details).
Membership:
$45 single/$70 family - annually. For current members, subs will be $10 for 2022.
Peninsula Past Times quarterly - free to members.
Subscription only: $20.00 annually (within Australia)
Library and Resource Centre:
Phone: 03 9783 7058
Frankston South Recreation Centre, Tower Hill Road, Frankston. (Melway Ref: 102 E7)
(Postal Address: PO Box 4235, Frankston, 3199 or email to: info@mpfhs.org)
Opening Hours: Tuesday
10.30 am - 2.30 pm
Thursday
10.30 am - 2.30 pm
Sunday
2 pm - 5 pm
The Society is based in Frankston on the Mornington Peninsula providing members and visitors with
facilities for researching both locally and overseas. Holdings include books (reference and lending), family history journals, microfiche and microfilm records, and computers networked with CD-rom records
and internet access with Ancestry.com and FindMyPast and the British Newspaper Archive. Visitors are
welcome to use the library for $10 per visit, this amount refunded if visitor joins within 3 weeks.
Newsletter:

MPFHS COMMITTEE
President:
Alison Baker

MPFHS OFFICE BEARERS

president@mpfhs.org

Treasurer:
Ric Norman

secretary@mpfhs.org
treasurer@mpfhs.org

Membership Secretary:
Sue Raso
membership@mpfhs.org
Library Duty Roster:
Corinna Landman corinna.l@bigpond.com
Committee Member:
Paul Lyons

Visit us on the internet:

20

Mary Vanderfeen

Computer Officer:

Ric Norman

Local History Index: Pam Norman

Vice President:
Pam Norman

Secretary:
Margaret Lyons

Speaker Convenor:

Books/Catalogue:

Jan Blees

Maps:

Anne Ringer

Mailing of Journal:

Barb Geeves

Publicity:

A Baker & S Beckett

Research:

P Norman, L Emblin &
others

Covid Safety Officer: Alison Baker
Drop File/English Certificate Service: A Baker
Editor of Past Times & e-bulletin:
Sandra Beckett
editor@mpfhs.org
or post to 199 Hendersons Rd, Hastings, 3915

www.mpfhs.org (and join us, too, on Facebook)
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