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Winter means more time indoors, so more time for writing up your family
history, an excellent opportunity complete your article for the GSV Writing
Prize. Entries are due by the end of August – see the back inside cover for
details. It’s also a great time for curling up in a chair and reading, so you will
enjoy the great variety of articles in this issue.
Alex de Fircks has delved into German military records to describe her father’s
time as a reluctant recruit in the German army in the Second World War. Judy
Woodlock follows the life and career of J.C. Williamson’s protégé, dancer Tilly
Woodlock, in Australia, New Zealand, England and back to Australia. Andreas
Vlassopoulos and his brothers came from Ithaca, Greece, early in the twentieth
century. His daughter, Rosa McCall, weaves memories of her father around
stories of life on the island of Ithaca, those left behind, and the family’s fruit stall
at the Queen Victoria Market.
Two authors have used family documents as the starting point for research into
their forebears. Natalie Lonsdale draws on letters sent to family back home,
and her own extensive research, to trace the journey of a young convict from
his native Bedfordshire to Tasmania, and later to the Victorian goldﬁelds. Jim
Coghlan has used a document written by his great grandfather outlining the
main events of his life, backed up with his own research, to tell of the Coghlan
family who travelled from Ireland in 1838 expecting to settle in Sydney, but
found themselves instead in Port Fairy.
Our series on female publicans continues with Gayle Nicholas’s article about
Henrietta, who was brieﬂy the licensee of The Park Hotel near Ballarat. Her time
as such was short lived as marital discord saw her leave both the hotel and Ballarat.
Kristy Love has written a clear and concise article on tracing her grandfather’s
half-brothers using a combination of DNA techniques and traditional methods
of tracing her ancestors. This contribution will be very useful to anyone starting
to use DNA analysis to assist their family history research. Meg Bate’s Research
Corner is an informative guide to education records in Victoria. We regret that we
have not been able to include our usual ‘How to’ guide to researching a particular
area in this issue, but this feature will deﬁnitely be back in the next issue.
Barbara Beaumont
Editorial Team
Our cover: The Moyne River, Port Fairy.
Courtesy of Martin Playne(2018).

Pen of the President

Pen of the President
Jenny Redman
The new GSV premises at level 1, 10 Queen Street
is ready for you to visit and we are very happy to
welcome you back. Despite the beneﬁts of Zoom
during the Covid restriction periods, we know
that many of us are tired of communicating
via computers. Already some members are
returning, often with a long to-do list, to use our
free databases and, in particular, to search the
LDS ﬁlms we have available in our library. On
Tuesdays to Fridays, from 10 am until 4 pm, we
have volunteers in the library to help with your
research if you require assistance. We do not
require you to book a place in the library for these
sessions. Checking in can be done at the front
desk using our QR code or paper record. Covid
distancing and regular cleaning will continue and
wearing of masks is optional.
From the start of June, we will trial opening the
library for researchers to come in on the second
and fourth Saturdays each month, Booking will
be required so that we can organise for volunteers
to come in to assist you. Bookings must be made
by Friday lunchtime (by phone or email) to allow
time for rostered volunteers to be advised.
The range of education events we provide
continues to expand and I would urge you to
regularly check our upcoming program. We offer
a variety of formats including talks on speciﬁc
topics, classes to update your skills using family
history databases, plus seminars and courses
that enable more in-depth coverage of topics. Our
series of lectures on DNA and Family History
is being repeated as there is continuing interest
from members in this area.

input on solving their current brick-walls. I can
say from personal experience of these meetings
that I always learn something of value to my own
research, whether it be background information
of relevance, new resources now available or
websites to follow up.
Early this year we introduced a new event, The
Good Oil. The content varies each month but
usually consists of short presentations followed
by discussion that focuses on the process of doing
research. Recently we have covered the possible
ways of recording your research ﬁndings, making
use of maps, computer use and short cuts, apps
that capture and scan, and tips for using Trove
effectively. Attendees suggest topics and a list is
agreed upon for the next month’s meeting. This
informal format is proving a great success with
enjoyable easy interaction between members and
I would encourage you to give The Good Oil a try.
Remember that as GSV members you are entitled
to free access to research services like Quick
Look ups, and to reduced fees for consultations,
extended research and transcription of old
documents. Check our website or Ancestor for
details. You are also invited to send in details
of your families for inclusion in our databases
GIN and Vic Families. Other members may be
interested in the same family names and share
your research interests.

For those who are unable to attend during work
hours we now offer some events in the early
evening. These have also been successful and well
attended. At present we are continuing to provide
all events via Zoom but, as previously notiﬁed, we
plan to have a dual online and face-to-face system
later this year.

Finally, I would like to thank all those volunteers
who helped with the move and reopening of the
GSV Although we are pretty much settled into
our new premises we do have an ongoing need
for volunteers to help with a number of tasks.
Checking and indexing of scanned documents is
always required and we have a particular need
currently for volunteers who can support those
doing our book-keeping, web management and
hosting of our many Zoom events. All of these tasks
can be done online from home if preferred, with
training and on-going support always available.

Discussion circles continue to be a most popular
format. Members can contribute by reporting
on their own research, sometimes presenting
a signiﬁcant success story or often asking for

We encourage you to get involved in your Society
in these ways. You will meet and get to know
people who share your interests while ensuring
the ongoing viability of the GSV. 
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Finding Dillingham
by Natalie Lonsdale
As a librarian, I often come into contact with rare
and out of print books hidden away in the stacks.
Recently, one such publication caught my eye.
The Dillingham Convict Letters, from the Hulks,
Woolwich, the transport ship Catherine Stewart
Forbes and from Sandy Bay and Hobart Town, Van
Diemen’s Land, 1831-9.1

Natalie can be contacted at
natalie77natalie@gmail.com

Edited by Australian historian Harley W
Forster, the book is an account of his discovery
of the Dillingham convict letters during a trip
to England. While in Luton, Bedfordshire,
Forster visited the local Secondary Tech
School and met a student who showed him
some letters she had inherited. Forster examined
the letters and was thrilled to discover how
rare and exciting they were. The letters, eight
in all, were from young Englishman Richard
Dillingham, a ploughman from the village of
Flitwick, who had been transported to Australia
as a convict. Richard was illiterate and had no
formal education, which makes letters written for
him by various scribes, all the more extraordinary.
Forster wrote: ‘There is no doubt that the letters
stem from Dillingham’s own dictation with the
exception of a couple of whimsical touches added
by his amanuensis in Hobart.’2 Fascinated and
noting Forster had been unable to trace Richard’s
movements after 1839, I set about ﬁnding out the
fate of Richard Dillingham, only to discover he
was much closer than I had imagined.

Transported
One summer’s day in July 1831, twenty-yearold Richard and his friend Daniel Deacon, were
returning from a day at the Ampthill fair, a half
hour walk from their home village of Flitwick in
Bedfordshire. As they passed by John Farmer’s
cottage, they decided on a whim to rob it, but were
caught almost immediately.3 On 3 August 1831,
Richard was convicted of burglary at the Bedford
Assizes and sentenced to death.4 Fourteen
villagers from Flitwick petitioned for clemency
claiming:
If you can possibly procure a mitigation of his
sentence…we think & hope that the end of justice
would be accomplished in his becoming a useful
member of society as it is the ﬁrst time he was ever
conﬁned to a prison.5

The petition aided in his sentence being
commuted to transportation for life.6
Transportation for Richard meant leaving behind
his parents, Joseph and Alice and six siblings,
and the only way of life he had ever known.
Richard had also fathered a son, baptised William
Dillingham Whittington, on 18 October 1829,7 with
local Flitwick girl Ann Whittington. The nature of
their relationship is not known, but when Richard
was transported, his heart belonged to another
young Flitwick lass, named Elizabeth Faine.

From the Hulks
Richard was sent to the hulk Justitia moored
at Woolwich on the River Thames, to await
transportation.8 It was on the Justitia that
Richard met his ﬁrst scribe, possibly a fellow
convict or guard, but most likely the tutor or
chaplain in charge of teaching the convicts how
to read and write. Convicts were expected to
attend classes in the evening, with the belief
that education would prevent reoffending.9 On
6 November 1831, the ﬁrst of Richard’s three
letters from the hulk was written to his family.
The letter was short, and articulated Richard’s
love for his family. He reported that his partner
in crime, Daniel Deacon, also given a sentence
of transportation for the crime, and also on the
Justitia, had: ‘… Behaved very Bad ever since he
has been here with us …’. He ﬁnished the letter by
sending his: ‘… kind love to Betty fain …’.10 Elizabeth
Faine was foremost on Richard’s mind in all
three letters sent from the Justitia. The second
letter was written 28 December. Richard thanked
God that his family were in good health, and for
the parcel of goods they had sent him, including
some braces from Elizabeth. He declared: ‘I have
nothing particular to write to you at present so
remember me to all enquiring friends … remaining
your Affectionate but unfortunate son’. He ended
the letter with a poem:
… my sincere thanks to my ever adorable Betsy
Faine … tell her that while there is a thread of the
Braces together I will keep them for her sake. Be so
good as to show her this Letter – Dearest Betsy the
ﬁrst of human kind the thoughts of you will ever
ease my mind for though we at a distance are I hope
that God will be our leading Star – the ﬁrst is B a
setter Bright which plenty doth afear the next is F in
all Woman slight the Surname of my dearest dear …
Volume 35 Issue 6 / June 2021
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The third and ﬁnal letter from the hulk was
written 17 January 1832. Richard was in good
health and spirits. He informed his family that
Daniel Deacon had been transported to Australia
on 12 January and ended with the appeal: ‘Dear
Father Please be so kind as to give my kind love to
Betsy Faine and let me know how she is.’11

On the Katherine Stewart Forbes
Richard dictated one short letter from his
transportation ship the Katherine Stewart
Forbes, two days before it began its voyage to Van
Diemen’s land on 10 February 1832. He promised
to send a letter as soon as he arrived in Australia.
It ended with a request to: ‘Remember me to
Elizabeth Fane.’ The Katherine Stewart Forbes set
sail from Woolwich on 27 February 1832, laden
with 222 male convicts.12 It was a rocky start.
Cholera had broken out on the ship and it was
forced to sail into Plymouth to receive medical
supplies and an assistant surgeon.13 The ship
remained in quarantine until 25 March. In all,
thirty men contracted cholera, and eight died. The
Katherine Stewart Forbes eventually arrived in
Van Diemen’s land on 17 July 1832, cholera free.14

Hobart Town
On arrival in Tasmania, Richard was described
as 5 feet 7 inches, with a round head, oval face
and stout build. Hair and whiskers brown, eyes
grey. His complexion was dark and pockmarked.15
Between 1803 and 1839 convicts were assigned
to private settlers, who were responsible for their
daily needs.16 Richard was assigned to Messrs
Lambe and Bell,17 Lambe, being magistrate,
farmer and former colonial architect David
Lambe,18 and Bell, Thomas Bell, magistrate,
engineer and inspector of public works.19 Thomas
Bell was also in charge of assigning newly arrived
convicts and his choice of assigning Richard to
himself and fellow colleague David Lambe is
signiﬁcant, giving us a glimpse into the type of
man Richard may have been. It is from David
Lambe’s market garden in Sandy Bay, known as
‘Lambe’s Gardens’20 that Richard dictated his ﬁfth
letter. It was the longest of the eight and the ﬁrst
from Van Diemen’s land. Four years had passed
since his arrival, and Richard gave no indication
that he had received any letters from his family
during that time. It is curious then that his
subsequent letters make no mention of Elizabeth
Faine. For in January 1834 Elizabeth had died and
was buried at the church of St Peter and St Paul in
Flitwick.21 Richard’s letter to his parents dated 29
September 1836, began with:
… I am arrived in Van Demans Land but I am sorry
to inform you that we had a very unpleasant voyage
for after we left Woolwich the Cholera raged on
board … I had but a slight touch of it my self … I am
now very comfortably situated within a mile of
Hobart Town … and my imploy is to drive a horse
and cart into Hobart Town with the produce of the

Image 1: Letters 1 and 2. 28 Dec 1831 and January 1832.
Used with permission from Margaret Butt
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His thoughts turned to his son
again, whom he is concerned is still
ill and then he announced: ‘If my
son is weakly I have a daughter a
ﬁne strong girl as ever this country
could produce.’ The letter goes on to
declare that Richard is in love with
a local Aboriginal woman: ‘I never
knew one who pleased me so well
…’ and that they are to be married in
twelve months’ time! One wonders
how the news of a new granddaughter
and Richard’s pending nuptials was
received in the Dillingham household.

Image 2: Eagle Hawk Bendigo 1852, S T Gill, Pictures Collection, State Library of
Victoria, Accession. No. H5379
garden for sale. As to my living I ﬁnd it better than
ever I expected thank God.

He described the abundance of food and tobacco
he was provided with and the clothes and shoes
he was afforded each year: ‘… I want for nothing
but my liberty …’. He gave a glowing account of the
produce of the colony and the climate and praised
the unique bush and ﬂowering shrubs. He ﬁnished
with a plea for them to write. The letter ended
with an interesting postscript by the scribe:
There is one thing that I the writer (of ) this letter
have to state to I daresay your great satisfaction …
Richard I can say is very steady for … liquor is very
cheap and he have the means and opportunity of
getting it he never gets more than do him good …22

Seven months later in April 1837, Richard
received a reply from his family. He dictated a
response on 18 November, more than a year after
his last letter. He had no thoughts of returning
to England. His parents informed him that some
fellow village folk had also been transported and
Richard was sorry to hear they had shared the
same fate as himself. Of Daniel Deacon he said:
‘My due respects to mrs Deacon and I can assure
her that her son went to Sidney...’ He spoke of his
own son: ‘I am sorry to hear that my son is such a
weakly child but sure he will be strong enough for
a tailor’.23
Richard received another letter almost a year
later, on 14 September 1838; he was able to reply
on 4 October:
I am happy to hear you were all doing well with the
exception of my sister Betsy and her husband. I
wish they were here they might do well for there is
no want of employment in this country.

He dictated his eighth and ﬁnal letter
four months later, on 27 November. He
was very happy to inform his family
that he had received a ticket of leave
and ‘… I can now work for myself …’ He
then informed them that he had no
such intention of marrying and that: ‘It
was only my nonsense and my fellow servant who
wrote the Letter for me had no business to put it
in …’ The story of him having a daughter however
proved to be true. ‘My little girl is named Mary
Anne. She is between four and ﬁve years of age.’24
He ended his ﬁnal letter with the adieu: ‘… no more
from your ever affectionate son.’
The efforts to trace Richard’s movements ended
here for Harvey Forster in 1970. He wrote: ‘One
wonders what the fate of Richard Dillingham
was, of his natural son in Flitwick, and of his
daughter in Tasmania.’25 He surmised that
Richard may have accompanied a squatting party
to the Port Phillip District, or ventured further
north to ﬁnd his fortune on the Victorian or New
South Wales goldﬁelds.

To the Goldﬁelds
Forster was correct. I have been able to track
Richard’s movements right to my very own
hometown of Bendigo on the Victorian goldﬁelds.
I found no trace of his daughter Mary Ann. His
son William Whittington, however, went on to
live a comfortable country life as an agricultural
labourer in England. William took on his mother’s
surname, married and had three children.26 He
died in 1910 in a cottage next to the Church in the
village of Westoning.27
As per his eighth letter, in 1839, Richard had
received a Ticket of Leave which enabled him
to work for himself as long as he remained in a
certain area and reported to local authorities
as required.28 The 1842 census records Richard
as living alone in a weatherboard dwelling on
Macquarie Street, Hobart.29 In June 1843, Richard
was issued a Conditional Pardon,30 which allowed
convicts freedom in the colony, but they were
unable to return to England.31
Volume 35 Issue 6 / June 2021
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In 1851 everything changed. Victoria
separated from New South Wales and the
ﬁrst official discovery of gold was reported
at Clunes.32 People from all over the world
ﬂooded into the new colony to seek their
fortune. Richard boarded the Sea Witch
in Launceston on 3 April 1852, bound for
Melbourne. His surname was recorded
incorrectly as steerage passenger Richard
Dengan; he was travelling alone.33
No records of Richard’s movements on
the goldﬁelds have been located but this
is not unusual. New diggings were often
primitive and makeshift towns would
spring up overnight and disappear just as
quickly. Many gold seekers would come
and go, their lives undocumented.
We know Richard made his way to the
Bendigo area as he was admitted into
the Bendigo Hospital on 2 June 1873.
IImage 3
3: P
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Hospital admissions recorded him as a
miner from Eaglehawk with no family.34 He died
three days later of a diseased heart and lungs. His
death certiﬁcate records him as 65 years old.35
Unfortunately on the day Richard died a turf war
was underway between doctors at the Bendigo
hospital and Bendigo Advertiser reporters, with
doctors failing to pass on hospital reports of
accidents, deaths and so on, to the newspaper.
Under a page two headline, the editor wrote:
… Dr. Hinchcliffe, the resident surgeon, and his
assistant, Dr. Wilkie, do not consider it a part of
their duty to let the public, whose servants they are,
know what is proceeding within the walls of that
institution. To quote their own words, as used upon
more than one occasion to representatives of this
journal, when asked for information, “I don’t know,
anything about it; I’m not a newspaper reporter.”36

Unfortunately, any potential reporting of Richard’s
death and the detail it might have contained has
been lost. Richard is buried at the White Hills
Cemetery in Bendigo, most likely in the pauper
section known as ‘pauper paddock’.37 In 1872
a deal had been made between the trustees of
the cemetery and the Bendigo Hospital to bury
indigents for a lesser fee at White Hills. Pauper
burials were paid for by the hospital and therefore
were not recorded as such in the cemetery’s
ledgers. Pauper paddock is located at the rear of
the cemetery and is now a patch of lawn dedicated
to the ANZACS. The number of bodies buried
there is unknown.38

Pass the Past on!

Let me create a beautiful full-colour bound-book for you,
at an affordable price, that justifies the hundreds of hours
you spent on research to replace those stapled A4 sheets,
lose plastic pockets or difficult ring-binders.
With a version of your manuscript in Word and all
photographic/illustrative material in hand, we work
together to create a publication as unique as the content.
On completion, an exclusive self-managed online account
and password are arranged where you can order any number
of books you need, from just one or over twenty copies.

Having produced 18 books for myself,
I know how to bring out the best so
turn your research into a ‘Work of Art’
and contact me for a obligation-free
discussion to start this exciting journey.
Rod Gilbert: rodsbooks@optusnet.com.au

Richard Dillingham has been found. Although the
majority of his life was unremarkable, his written
experience of an Englishman banished to Australia
will forever be remembered and treasured as a part
of our extraordinary convict history.
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Henrietta, licensee of
The Park Hotel
by Gayle Nicholas
In 1880 the City of Ballarat gleamed with the
wealth of the gold mining era. Buildings like
Craig’s Royal Hotel, the Free Library and St
Andrews Church were beacons to wealth. Horses
and carts travelled west from the busy city along
Raglan Road, also known as the Burumbeet
Road, Sturt Street, or the Western Highway to
Adelaide. On the city outskirts was Alfredton, an
area people sought for cheaper rents. The Park
Hotel, a building with adjoining stables, stood on
Raglan Road in Alfredton. The hotel served as a
community meeting place as well as a place to
consume alcohol. Alfred Bock had been licensee
since the hotel’s beginnings in the late 1860s. In
1880 Henrietta Dalton Forester (née Leroux)
married Alfred Bock’s bachelor son, Charles.1
Henrietta was 43 years of age and had four living
children. Charles Bock was 37 years of age and
had never married.
Henrietta had travelled from England to Victoria
in 1858 with her husband William Mills Dacre
Tennant.2 Her alleged desertion of him in 1859, on
the goldﬁelds near Chiltern, is hard to reconcile
with the family values she demonstrated
throughout her life. Henrietta had partnered
with John Ward Forester, a goldminer, and they
moved around the goldﬁelds of central Victoria
before marrying in 1867 at Christchurch, Church
of England, Castlemaine.3 Henrietta’s marriage
status was given as widow – possibly she had
not been aware her husband William was still
alive. Henrietta and John Ward Forester arrived
in Alfredton around 1870. On the goldﬁelds
Henrietta had given birth to ﬁve children, two
of whom died in infancy: one from illness at
Majorca4 and the other from a tragic accident in a
mining hut at Mosquito Flat,5 near Maryborough.
The sixth and youngest child, Blanche Annie, was
born in 1871 after the Forester family moved to
Ballarat.6
In the years Henrietta lived in tents and cabins on
the goldﬁelds the harsh reality of violence would
have confronted her:

It is impossible to know whether women tended
to suffer more at the hands of men they met and
married in Victoria, or partners whom they had
accompanied across the seas. What is clear,
however, is the profound impression that domestic
violence had on those who witnessed it on the
goldﬁelds … just as the cries of labour and birth
could be heard throughout the immediate vicinity,
so too was the thumps and screams of a thrashing.7

Gayle can be contacted at
just4gayle@gmail.com

Whether Henrietta herself had been subjected to
violence on the goldﬁelds is unknown, but she was to
become a victim of cruelty in the 1890s, more than a
decade after John Ward Forester’s death in 1879.8 9
Immediately after John’s death, his colleagues
collected funds to support Henrietta and her
children. Alfred Bock, publican of The Park
Hotel, was one of these colleagues. During
John’s lifetime Alfred’s support of the family was
evidenced by his referrals for the young Forester
daughters’ admission to the Ballarat and District
Hospital.10 A year after John’s death Henrietta
married Charles Bock and Alfred became her
father-in-law.
Charles and Henrietta Bock lived in Vale Street,
Alfredton where the Forester family had lived
before John Ward’s death. Vale Street ran south
off Raglan Road beside The Park Hotel. Henrietta
worked at least part time at the hotel, which at
this time was often called ‘Bock’s Hotel’ or ‘Bock’s
Park Hotel’, and on at least one occasion, ‘Mrs
Bock’s hotel’.11
Little is known of Henrietta’s life with the Bocks
at The Park Hotel, but it is reasonable to assume it
was more ﬁnancially secure than during her time
on the goldﬁelds and earlier years in Alfredton.
The hotel continued community involvement
including addresses by candidates for the Ballarat
West elections.12 In 1884 and 1885 Henrietta
earned her own money, away from the hotel,
taking on paid work as a seamstress at the Boys
Reformatory School in Ballarat.13
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Henrietta

Image 1: Park Hotel, Alfredton (2018). Author’s photograph.

Any security and safety Henrietta had was
continually fractured. William Tennant
petitioned for divorce in 1887,14 then her husband,
Charles, died at 43 years of age, in July 1888 from
cirrhosis of the liver.15 Henrietta’s ﬁnancially
secure mother died a few months later in
September 1888 in Middlesex, England, but left
her only “ten pounds to make a memorial of me”.16
Adding to Henrietta’s difficulties her father-inlaw Alfred, who had previously aided her and her
children, died in April 1889,17 less than a year after
his son. By this time at least three of Henrietta’s
four children had moved into the booming
suburbs of Melbourne, married and the ﬁrst of her
many grandchildren had been born.
Henrietta, though appearing to be alone,
continued to live in Alfredton. The licence for The
Park Hotel passed from Alfred Bock’s executor to
Henrietta Bock on 13 September 1889. As well as
recognition that she had knowledge of the hotel
business, the licence gave Henrietta a respectable
source of income:
… the public house, where domestic and commercial
activities were deeply interconnected, allowed
many women the opportunity to earn a respectable
and prominent living as hotelkeepers.18

However her time as licensee was short. A
younger man came into Henrietta’s life. Perhaps
she was lonely, ﬁnding running a hotel difficult,

or in love. Whatever the reason, Henrietta,
at 53 years of age, married 35-year-old Irish
immigrant Felix O’Neill on 22 January 1890
at St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne. On
19 February, The Ballarat Star reported the
Licensing Board had transferred The Park Hotel
licence to Felix O’Neill. Less than ﬁve years
later the same newspaper reported the violence
Henrietta suffered.
Felix was charged in the Ballarat City Police Court
in May 1893, with being drunk on his licensed
premises and was ﬁned 10/-.19 It was a sign of
mounting problems for Henrietta.
On 25 June 1894, The Ballarat Star20 reported,
Felix O’Neill ‘knocked her about’ and she was
thrown into a wall at the hotel. The Mount
Alexander Mail reported he shook her ‘like a dog
would a rabbit’.21
Felix O’Neill was a big man, six feet tall, and
he had been drinking alcohol, again. Henrietta
wanted to commit suicide and was in fear of her
life. Testimonies came forward, from Henrietta
and her neighbours, about cruel treatment
throughout the ﬁve years of her marriage. She
stated she had always forgiven her husband.
O’Neill went before the City Court and was given
one month in gaol and required to pay a surety of
one hundred pound on release.22
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Henrietta was granted the licence on 5 July 1894.
However, only two months later, on 5 September,
the licence passed from Felix O’Neill to William
Miller. Henrietta had likely left the hotel industry
and Ballarat.
There is no trace of Henrietta until January
1898 when, calling herself Henrietta Bock,
she was beside her daughter Julia Henrietta’s
death bed in Hawthorn, Melbourne.24 She
spent the remainder of her life in Melbourne
with her family. In 1912, at 75 years of age, she
was buried in the Church of England section
of the Melbourne General Cemetery as ‘Hetta
O’neil’. In the same grave are her daughter Julia
Henrietta and two of her infant grandchildren,
Myrtle Veronica Morey and her goldminer
partner’s namesake, John Ward Forester.25

Henrietta’s venture as hotel licensee at The Park
Hotel, began with the death of the publican,
her father-in-law Alfred Bock. It presented an
opportunity for ﬁnancial independence and
security. Rather than choosing this life, as other
women had done, she married, and her new
husband became the licensee. Consequently, she
suffered horrendous; alcohol fueled abuse over
several years.

Henrietta

Felix O’Neill was later charged, but not
convicted, with having The Park Hotel in
the charge of someone not approved by the
Licensing Board from 22 June to 21 July,23 the
time he was in gaol. Henrietta would probably
have kept the hotel running.

Although Alfred Bock’s original hotel, The
Park Hotel, has not survived, a new hotel called
Park Hotel stands in its former location in
Raglan Rd, now known as Sturt Street. Today
community meetings are still hosted as they
were in Henrietta’s time. Cars travelling the Sturt
Highway pull in to park at the hotel whereas, in
Henrietta’s time, Alfredton residents walked to
the hotel and horses were ridden off the highway
to be stabled.
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Drafted into the Wehrmacht:
my father’s war
by Alexandra de Fircks

Alexandra can be contacted at
alexdefircks@gmail.com

It was not until my father died in 2012 that I
became interested in his experiences in World
War II. I can pinpoint the moment my curiosity
was piqued. It was when, amongst the mounds
of paperclips, pens, rubber bands, old cheque
books and hillocks of dust which had gathered
on his desk, I discovered a small notebook. It was
written in my father’s hand, mostly in German,
and detailed the dates in his life which he felt were
important. From 1940 to 1945, he had listed the
places he had been sent to train and ﬁght, after
being drafted into the Wehrmacht (German Army).

I knew he had fought in the Wehrmacht, but he
had been particularly silent about his experiences
during the war. Up until his death I can only
remember one conversation we had about the
war and he gave me very little information, just a
general impression that he enjoyed driving tanks!
When it comes to the genealogy of my father’s
family – the von Fircks – I am very lucky.1 My
cousin’s husband, a distant cousin himself,
researched the von Fircks family and from his
compilations I know my father, Otto George
Peter, was the ﬁfth and youngest child of my
grandparents, who were Baltic Germans.
My father was born in Rostock, Germany in
November 1919. My father’s birth in Germany was
a result of the family, among many other Baltic
Germans, being forced to ﬂee their estates in
Latvia during the Latvian War of Independence.2
Several years later they returned to Latvia, this
time making their home in Mitau (now Jelgava).
My father was always bitter about his German
birth. He was destined never to see his family’s
estate, Nurmhusen near Talsi in the west of
Latvia, which had been the family home since the
16th century.3
Upon completing his high school years at the
German school in Mitau, my father successfully
applied for a traineeship with Siemens in Berlin,
a leader in the electrical industry.4 I remember
him telling me how hard he had worked on his
application and how proud he had been to be one
of the few accepted into this well-known and
respected German company. But his dream would
be shattered in 1940 when he was drafted into
the Wehrmacht.5 Receiving his draft notice was
devastating for my father. He did not consider
himself German, nor did he feel any allegiance to
Germany or to Hitler. In his notebook he wrote:
On 1 October I had to give up my job at Siemens
and was involuntarily conscripted to the German
army as, after the 15 May, I had lost my Latvian
citizenship and had automatically and compulsorily
become a German citizen, like all the other Baltic
people.6

Image 1: Portrait of Otto George Peter von Fircks circa 1940. Author’s own collection
Volume 35 Issue 6 / June 2021

12 •

© The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc

In 2013, curious to ﬂesh out the minimal details
my father had recorded in his notebook, I wrote
to the Deutsche Dienstelle (WASt), a government
agency in Berlin, which held many of the personal
military documents of Wehrmacht soldiers from
WWII.13 Information on defence personnel can
only be accessed by direct family members, there
are official forms to complete with each request
and a long waiting time. It was over a year before
I ﬁnally received the details (in German) they had
about my father’s war service. At the top of the
paper was a disclaimer stating that my father’s
personnel papers (service record, military register
and personnel ﬁle) had presumably been lost
during the war and the information they could
give me had been sourced from records kept
by various sections of the armed forces. I was
disappointed that my father’s military papers
were missing but, after having waited for so long, I
was pleased to receive any information at all.

My father’s war

Among my father’s papers I found his personal
data sheet and his certiﬁcate of discharge from
the Prisoner of War Temporary Enclosure
(PWTE) in Heilbronn, Germany, where he had
been incarcerated for six months after the end
of the war.7 The personal data sheet, completed
in 1945, gave me basic information like his
defence number, his Identity Disc number and
the ﬁrst battalion to which he had been assigned.8
The certiﬁcate of discharge from the PWTE
had been completed on the same date as the
personal data sheet and, although it gave me
little more information, one line jumped out at
me – apart from an appendix scar, my father had
no distinguishing marks.9 This was important for
me, as it told me that my father did not have his
blood group tattooed on the underside of his left
arm, and therefore most likely had not been part
of the notorious Waffen SS.10 I also came across
the clearance certiﬁcate, issued as a result of the
Law for Liberation from National Socialism and
Militarism (German legislation) proving that
he had not been a part of the Nazi Party11, and
a notarised statement my father had written,
stating that he had been unwillingly conscripted
into the Wehrmacht.12 I was relieved to ﬁnd this
information as I had been dreading discovering
any connection of my father to the Nazi Party or
the SS.

of asking questions from these, and other, people.
In 2014 I travelled to Europe where I visited
Nurmhusen, my father’s family estate in Latvia
and then, in Germany, traced my father’s footsteps
after the war. I even visited Heilbronn, where he
was held by the US army. The PWTE, once one of
the notorious Rheinwiesenlager (Rhein Meadow
Camps), is now the site of a school.
Comparing the information I received from the
Deutsche Dienstelle, with my father’s notebook, I
have been able to piece together a timeline of his
service in the Wehrmacht. He began his service
as a radioman/ signals operator in October 1940
with the Sixth Nachrichten-Ersatz-Batterie
Leichte Artillerie-Ersatz-Abteilung, (which
loosely translates to Sixth Intelligence-SignalCommunication Supplementary Unity, Light
Artillery Spares department-motorised), initially
in Templefelde, and then relocated to Ebserwalde
in early November of the same year.14 Both
places are north east of Berlin. The word ‘Ersatz’
indicates that the unit was a replacement unit.
On 18 November 1940 he was wounded and spent
time in the military hospital in Eberswalde. He
returned to his troop four days later, so I assume
it was a minor injury.15 He was able to spend that
Christmas with his father and, upon his return, he
was transferred to the Eighteenth Sturm Batterie
Artillerie-Lehr- Regiment (Eighteenth Combat
Artillery Teaching Regiment).
My father trained with this regiment from
early January 1941, either continuing as a radio
operator – but now working at battalion level
– or possibly as a crewman with assault guns.16
From there he was transferred to the Batterie
Sturmgeschütz (Assault Artillery) and sometime
in June or July 1941, found himself ﬁghting on the
Eastern Front, as part of Army Group North, in
Operation Barbarossa.17 It was ironic that Army
Group North were given orders to proceed to
Leningrad via the Baltic States, where my father
grew up.18
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Over the next six years I searched the internet,
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to ﬁnd out as much as I could about my father’s
movements during the war. In the virtual world
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Images 2 and 3: Certificate of clearance 1946 (front and back page). Author’s own collection.

If you can count being wounded as fortunate, my
father was a fortunate man. Towards the end of
July, most likely during the ﬁghting around Tärtu,
Estonia, my father’s skull was fractured as a result
of an accident19, and he was transferred to two
ﬁeld hospitals in Estonia before being airlifted
to a German hospital.20 This injury precluded
him from participating any further in Operation
Barbarossa. It took my father two to three months
to recover and he was then granted ﬁve weeks of
holidays, which he spent with my grandfather.
Returning to service my father joined a
Convalescent Assault Guns Battery Replacement
Unit based in Germany and, in August 1942,
was sent to the Staff Artillery School in Thorn
(now known as Torun, Poland).21 By November
of the same year he was again in Eberswalde
with the Intelligence-Signal-Communication
Supplementary Unit, Light Artillery Spares
Department.22 There is nothing in the records
from the Deutsche Dienstelle from November
1942 until April 1943, however my father noted
that from 1 December 1942 until 1 April 1943, he
attended a university to study agriculture.23
In April 1943 he was sent to the Artillerie-Schule
III für Fahnenjunker, a training school for officer
cadets in France.24 By July of the same year it
appears he was on the teaching staff and he
remained there until at least mid 1944 when he
was transferred to the Batterie Panzer-ArtillerieRegiment 130.25 This unit was subordinate to
the Panzer Lehr Division, an elite unit formed
from the best soldiers from training schools and
veterans.26 While attached to the Panzer Lehr
Division my father took part in the Battle of St Lo,
which was a signiﬁcant battle for that division and
part of the Normandy Campaign.27 The Panzer
Lehr fought valiantly during July of 1944 and
managed to hold off several assaults by the Allies
until 19 July when St Lo fell to the Americans.28

The records from the Deutsche Dienstelle cease
in July 1944 and I thought I would have to rely
on my father’s notebook to conclude his war
experiences. However, in among his papers, was
the ﬁrst draft of a manuscript he wrote detailing
not only his movements, but what can only be
described as a love affair he had with a young
German woman he met toward the end of the war.
But that is another story.
At the end of December 1944 my father was
transferred to Neuruppin, a small town north
of Berlin.29 In January 1945 he was promoted to
lieutenant and, while touring a munitions factory
in Neuruppin, met and exchanged addresses
with a young woman who worked there.30
From Neuruppin my father was sent to Vienna,
ostensibly to wait for orders to leave for Italy,
however by the beginning of April he was making
his way to Munich by a somewhat circuitous path,
on what he describes as ‘gefreiter’ transport.31
Gefreiter can be translated as the rank of an
enlisted soldier. Leaving from an area north-west
of Vienna, he heads north through what is now the
Czech Republic, until making his way west again
and eventually south to Munich.32 I assume he
was evading the Soviet army which had entered
Austria in the same month. On the 4 May 1945
my father was captured by the US Army and, after
several days of marching, was interned in the
PWTE at Heilbronn.33 The American controlled
PWTE clearly broke the directions of the Geneva
Convention 1929 and the poor conditions were
noted by the International Committee of the Red
Cross who visited the camp in Heilbronn in May
1945.34 I can, however, understand the attitude of
the Americans, they had just discovered the Nazi
concentration camps and gas chambers.35
From a few inherited documents I feel as if I
have made a successful start to discovering my
father’s war, although there is still a long way
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Tilly Woodlock,
J.C. Williamson’s protégé
by Judith Woodlock

Judith can be contacted at:
woodlock7@bigpond.com

In the 1880s, Melbourne had an international
reputation as one of the greatest cities in the
world. Known as ‘Marvellous Melbourne’, the
city was enjoying a land and property boom
which began with the 1850s discovery of
gold. Telephones and electric light were new
inventions, cable trams transported people
around the streets and fashionable young people
‘did the block’, walking along Collins Street, in
order to be seen. The elm trees planted in the
street were an effort to replicate Paris.
The theatre scene was a vibrant one which was
enhanced by the arrival of James Cassius (J.C.)
Williamson, an American comedian who toured
the country. In 1879 he obtained the right to
present Gilbert and Sullivan operas in Australia
and in 1882 he joined with George Musgrove and
Arthur Garner to found the Royal Comic Opera
Company. They leased the Theatres Royal in
Melbourne and Sydney, staging annual Christmas
pantomimes, with Jack and the Beanstalk in 1882
being the ﬁrst.1 Many were the dancers and actors
employed by the company, but this story is about
one ballet dancer.
Matilda Louise Woodlock was born in Melbourne
in 1882 to David Woodlock and Elizabeth
Owen.2 At the age of six and a half years she was
selected by J.C. Williamson to receive tuition in
dancing from his ballet master, Signor Filipino.3
Obviously a precocious child, Tilly, as she was
known, assured him that she would work hard and
become successful. For the next ﬁve years she was
taught to dance, free of charge.
In 1890, when she was eight years old, her father
died.4 Although Elizabeth was known as Mrs
Woodlock, David had been married previously. A
death notice in The Age, 19 April, stated:
WOODLOCK On the 9th April at the house
of Elizabeth Owen, No.3 Charles St., South
Melbourne, David Henry Woodlock, aged 44.
Inserted by his wife Florence.

Elizabeth was left to raise four children, Clara,
thirteen, Gilbert, eleven, Charles, nine and
Tilly. Nothing is known of how the family
survived during the recession of the 1890s

but things were about to change. In 1899 Tilly
appeared for the ﬁrst time as a member of the
ballet in the pantomime, Little Red Riding Hood,
at Her Majesty’s Theatre, Sydney.5 In April,
performances at the Theatre Royal, Adelaide,
resulted in The Critic describing Tilly as ‘being
one of the daintiest dancers The Critic has seen
for a long time’.6
Tilly swiftly became a soloist in J.C. Williamson’s
Royal Comic Opera Company, performing in HMS
Pinafore and the Rose of Persia in Sydney, Brisbane
and Melbourne. Often she danced six nights and
two matinees a week. This was her life for the
years she was associated with the company.
In December 1900, the company staged a new
extravaganza called Australis Australis. Minnie
Everett, who had been promoted from principal
dancer to choreographer with the company in
1897, arranged the dances for this futuristic look
at Australia in the year 2000. Tilly, who was to
have a close working relationship with Minnie for
the next 30 years, was cast in the part of Dikkon
of the Push Brigade. Some characters in the show
were Valentine (a troubadour), The Boss (Head of
Everything), Sparkler (a messenger boy), Big Tom
Truck, Little Tom Truck and Lovelorn Maidens.
It’s difficult to know what vision they projected of
Australia one hundred years into the future.
The next few years were exceedingly busy as the
company traversed the countryside. Travelling by
train to places like Kalgoorlie, Bendigo, Ballarat
and Geelong entailed a lot of organisation. In
February 1903, the Bendigo Advertiser reported
that the company had arrived with 150 people
and 200 tons of scenery.7 After staging Dick
Whittington and His Cat for several nights, the
company moved to Ballarat to perform, and by the
middle of the month was in Adelaide.
The Belle of New York was ﬁrst produced in 1902
when Tilly began a long association of dancing
with Fred Leslie, the stage name of Frederick
William Daniel Stoneham. Born in Melbourne
in 1882, Fred came from a theatrical family.8 His
grandfather, William Stoneham, was bandmaster
of the ﬁrst volunteer band in Australia and worked
as a musician with circuses, operas and concerts.
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Tilly Woodlock
Image 1: Tilly Woolock, Quiz (Adelaide) 24 February 1905 p7
Image 2: The Little Michus, Theatre Programme Collection,
State Library of Victoria

His father Fred, and Uncle Will, were entertainers
appearing as the Leslie Brothers in Australia and
overseas. Fred junior began his career as a child,
touring country districts with his father and
uncle. He joined J.C. Williamson in 1901 where,
not only was he a dancer and choreographer, he
also acted in character roles until 1914 when he
left Australia for Europe with his wife, Nellie, and
daughter, Maisie. His wife, Nellie Borthwick, was
a solo dancer with J. C. Williamson’s and Pollard’s
Opera Company. Tilly Woodlock was his ﬁrst
partner, followed by Ivy Schilling.
The Belle of New York was ﬁrst advertised at
the Palace Theatre, Sydney, in September 1902.
Tilly danced the role of Mamie Clancy, with Fred
Leslie cast as Blinky Bill. Guests at the opening
included the Governor of New South Wales, Sir
Harry Rawson.9
References were sometimes made in newspapers
and magazines about Tilly’s ’stiff knee’, which
was the result of breaking her knee cap and
spending several months in plaster. Looking
at her punishing schedule, it seems likely that
the accident occurred early in 1903 as she is
missing from advertisements for shows between
March of that year and February, 1904. Despite
this handicap, she continued to dance and was
described as a dainty dancer of much talent.

In October, 1905, her mother, Elizabeth, died at
her home in George Street, Fitzroy and was buried
with David in the Melbourne General Cemetery.10
Although reviews of Tilly’s dancing were mostly
complimentary, some journalists were not so
kind. Early in her career, a review of Rose of Persia
in The Arena, Melbourne, scathingly said:
That other dance, the grand Persian ballet, is,
as before, delightful in colour and grace, except
as far as the soloist, Miss Tillie Woodlock, is
concerned. We cannot ﬁnd any grace in her kicking,
nor anything attractive in her black crepe skirts,
showing a yard of pink tights beneath.’11

A later review of another dancer in The Belle of
New York, staged in New Zealand in 1909, is more
forgiving. ‘We should not put her on a level with
Tilly Woodlock, perhaps, but she takes much
pains, dances lightly …’12

Volume 35 Issue 6 / June 2021
© The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc

• 17

Tilly Woodlock

Image 3: Theatre Royal, Melbourne, State Library of Victoria Image collection, Accession no. H81.171/10

Although the majority of reviews were positive,
labelling Tilly as a dainty little dancer, one Perth
based journalist remarked that she ‘had a hard
dial’. In a revival of The Belle of New York, in 1907,
a critic commented:
Miss Tilly Woodlock’s dancing is worth more than
a passing note. She dances with her face, her hands,
her feet, all her faculties, so it is an act as well as
a dance, thus Miss Tilly Woodlock’s presence is
always a pleasure.’13

The journalists of the day seemed obsessed with
the costumes worn on the stage. Reviewing SanToy, set in China, the verdict was:
At the Chinese Emperor’s palace in ’San-Toy’ Tilly
Woodlock gives a skirt dance performance and
reveals a most wonderful pair of bloomers to a
blushing audience.14

The new school of ‘skirt dancers’ was also
mentioned in Sydney’s Daily Telegraph.15
… Miss Susie Vaughan, who is acting here at Her
Majesty’s Theatre at present, was the ﬁrst of the
skirt dancers … The ballet proper was for a long
time out of fashion, but the most celebrated dancer
in England today, Mdlle Adeline Genee, who is of
Danish extraction, has restored it to favour. The
new school of the art employs the ballet steps, and
also others which it cares to select, being in fact

quite eclectic in its modes. Miss Tilly Woodlock is a
graceful little dancer of this new school.

At the premiere of The Little Michus at Her
Majesty’s Theatre, Sydney, in 1906, the Governor
General and Lady Northcote, and Sir George Le
Hunte, Governor of South Australia, and Lady Le
Hunte, were in the ﬁrst night’s audience.
Williamson’s Royal Comic Opera Company also
staged these musicals in New Zealand and Tilly
was one of many who appeared on stage in that
country. It was during performances in New
Zealand that she met Thomas Everard Lionel
Odell, known as Eddie. An accountant, he was
employed as treasurer of the company. Eddie also
travelled with the company to various parts of
Australasia. Romance blossomed and on 13 July,
1909, Tilly and Eddie were married in a quiet
ceremony in Dunedin.16 A month later they parted
ways temporarily, Tilly returning to Sydney to
appear with the Company, whilst Eddie, now
the treasurer of the Jack and Jill Pantomime
Company, travelled to Christchurch.
By 1911 reports in the press about Tilly’s stiff
knee persisted and her limited appearances in
shows seems to indicate that it was a problem.
In 1912 a report of a dance held for the young
female members of the Peter Pan Club was
attended by Tilly and Minnie Everett as two of
the several chaperones.17
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In 1914 the couple sailed for England on board the
P & O steamship, Beltana. They arrived in London
on 16 July, just weeks before the beginning of
the First World War. Tilly doesn’t appear to have
performed much in the years they were overseas
as there is only one advertisement for a revue,
Keep to the Right, in which she danced at the
Empire and Hippodrome, Bristol.18
After war broke out, Tilly’s brother, Charles,
enlisted in the Australian Army. He gave his next
of kin as Tilly Woodlock, c/o J.C. Williamson,
Melbourne. Newly arrived on the Gallipoli
Peninsula, he was listed as ‘missing’ on 27
August, 1915.19 He was a member of a bombing
party at Hill 60, none of whom returned. His war
record, brief though it was, consists mainly of
government efforts to trace Tilly or other family
members so that they could return his belongings.
Charles left a cigarette case, a letter and poetry.
On 2 April, 1918 an advertisement was placed in
the Melbourne Argus, requesting that Tilly get in
touch with officials. On 11 July that year she called
at the Australian Imperial Force in Horseferry
Road, London, with a copy of her marriage
certiﬁcate to prove that she was Charles’ sister.
She and Eddie had been living in West Croydon
for the duration of the war.20 In correspondence
to the Australian Army about Tilly’s whereabouts,
a cousin, Vincent Smith, declared that during
the war she had travelled around England with
theatrical companies.
On 22 July, 1920, Tilly and Eddie arrived in
Adelaide on board the Medic from England. Over
the next few years the Australian government
attempted to trace the next of kin of Charles. No
trace could be found of the elder brother, Gilbert,

although it was suggested he was killed in France
during the war, but there is no record of his
enlistment. As the eldest, Clara was the focus of
the search, but after several attempts to locate
her and the return of letters, marked ‘Deceased’
from the last address Tilly could provide, it was
decided that Tilly was the only living relative
of the soldier. She duly received his medals and
personal effects.

Tilly Woodlock

By the end of 1912 Tilly was directing the pupils
of Minnie Everett’s dancing school in their annual
pantomime performance. She seems to have given
up dancing and in 1913 she and Eddie were living
in Sydney, as was her brother, Charles.

Two years after returning from England, Tilly
opened a dancing school at the School of Arts,
Parramatta.21 At some stage the couple returned
to Adelaide as Eddie died on 24 September, 1925,
at Eden Hills.
Tilly continued to teach ballet for at least the
next twenty years. She divided her time between
Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. In the early
1930s she was a teacher at the Minnie Everett
School of Dancing in Melbourne. By 1935 she
was back in Adelaide training young dancers for
performances of Babes in the Wood.
Australian girls have the right temperament for the
ballet, Mme Woodlock says, but lack the capacity
to train assiduously. To learn solo dancing takes
at least three years’ constant practice, but the
Australian wants to leave the ranks and go on the
stage within 12 months.’22

She praised the young dancer, Robert Helpmann,
and predicted he would go far. She was also
described as having ten years experience on the
London and Parisian stages.
By the 1950s former pupils were starting their
own dancing schools and proudly claimed that
they had been taught by Tilly Woodlock. She
retired to Sydney and, whilst living at Kings Cross,
fell down the stairs one night. She fractured her
spine and died in the ambulance on the way to
hospital on 18 August, 1959.23 She is buried in the
Rookwood Cemetery.
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The Coghlan family,

early settlers near Port Fairy
by Jim Coghlan

Jim can be contacted at
jcoghlan@bigpond.com

On 10 March 1916, one month before he died,
my great grandfather Michael Coghlan wrote a
one page account of his life entitled ‘A few items
of interest of my life’. He was 80 years old and
was born in Ireland. I have used this account to
research his life and that of his parents William
and Catherine Coghlan, who were born in County
Limerick. My other source of information is an
interview I did with my aunt, Mary Coghlan, in
1976. She was born in 1902 and talked often about
our family’s history. This is an account of William
and Catherine’s lives in Australia.
Michael Coghlan: We sailed from Cork in March
1838 in the ship Magistrate and were 4½ months
coming to Sydney.

The ship arrived on 21 July 1838 and William
and Catherine ‘Cockran’ were on the passenger
list. They were Catholics, from County Limerick.
William was 27 and a ‘farm labourer’ and
Catherine was 24. Neither of them could read or
write. They had two children – Thomas 5 years,
and Michael 15 months.1
Michael Coghlan: Father had the misfortune to
have his thigh broken before landing.

This is supported by the ship’s records that said
William would be ‘engaged by Colonial Hospital,
Sydney on account of illness’.2 This was a disaster,
but there was more bad news, as there was no work
for the ship’s emigrants due to a drought. So the
Magistrate’s passengers spent ﬁve months housed
in the government barracks at the government’s
expense. Eventually it was decided that they were
to be ‘given the “choice” of fending for themselves
or re-emigrating to the wilds of Melbourne’.3 Now
the Coghlans were up for another voyage, albeit a
shorter one, of seventeen days.
Michael Coghlan: We sailed from Sydney in the
schooner Hope … I was then one year and ten
months.

Historian Richard Broome said that ‘ﬁfty-two
travelled to Melbourne in the Hope in early 1839’

and that they were ‘the ﬁrst assisted immigrants
to Melbourne.’4 Little did they know it, but the
Coghlans had made history!
What kind of place would Melbourne be?
They had departed Sydney, a town with 35,000
inhabitants for a place described as follows:
‘Melbourne in 1840 was certainly not a city … It
was a kind of big settlement in groups pitched
here and there, with houses, sheds and tents in
clusters, or scattered in ones or twos.’5 It was not
their chosen destination.
The Hope’s record said that ‘William Cochrane’
would be ‘quarrying stone on his own account’.6
And according to the records all the Hope’s
passengers ‘obtained engagement at very high
wages’, as there was a shortage of labour in the
Port Phillip District.7
Mary Coghlan: William worked as a carpenter on
the St Francis’ Church site. The foundation stone
was laid in October 1841.

I found a William Coghlin living in Collins Lane
working as a labourer in October 1842.8 It appears
that Auntie was right! He had work and by now
two more children have been added to the family,
John born in 1839 and Mary Anne born in 1841.
However the economic climate in the Port Phillip
district changed as it fell into a depression in
1842. The price of wool dropped and as did wages.
The depression must have spooked them. Two
later obituaries recalled that ‘Melbourne was
almost bankrupt’9 and that ‘William Coghlan was
the possessor of several allotments in Melbourne,
but he sold them for a mere song.’10
Michael Coghlan: We left Melbourne in the ﬁrst
quarter of 1843 for Port Fairy.

Now with a family of four children under the
age of ten, William and Catherine embarked
on another adventure; a trek of 180 miles in six
weeks. That would have been 25 miles longer than
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Image 1: ‘A few items of interest of my life’ by Michael Coghlan.
Author’s collection

a journey across Ireland from the city of Cork
to Dublin! But the Coghlans weren’t alone, they
were part of a larger group of overlanders whose
journey was reported in the Port Phillip Gazette in
February 1843:
… forty families are on the road to Port Fairy, if
they have not already arrived from the Melbourne
District, who are about to locate themselves in
different parts of the survey (on) farms …11
Mary Coghlan: They sold their house, bought a
bullock dray and supplies, and travelled through
the Western District to Port Fairy. One of their
sons went missing for two days at the Stony Rises
near Camperdown – he was about two years old
[so it must have been John]. But there was a happy
ending as the blacks found him and brought him to
their campsite.

I assumed she was referring to Aborigines as she
sort of laughed a bit when she said it; as though,
what a strange thing to happen! I wish I had asked
her because I now know that a wealthy squatter
named Neil Black had just recently purchased
a big property in that area. But he went on a trip
back to Scotland in 1843.
The family’s destination was a ‘Special Survey’,
a land grant of 5120 acres near Port Fairy in the
Western District, belonging to James Atkinson.

Image 2: William and Catherine Coghlan. Author’s collection.

He was one of the ﬁrst land owners in the district,
so I presume he advertised for workers and the
Coghlans decided to take up agricultural pursuits.
William had previously worked as a farm labourer
on an estate called Baurnalicka in Limerick.
Michael Coghlan: We rented a farm from Mr.
Atkinson, the special survey. It was one of the
wettest of the lot.

However they did not settle on the Atkinson
Survey but on John Ritchie’s run of 26,000 acres,
named Aringa. It was four miles out of Port Fairy.
They farmed at ‘Goose Lagoons’ according to
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Image 3: Belfast, Port Fairy, by ST Gill, J Tingle engraver, published by Sands & Kenny 1857. State Library of
Victoria Accession No. 30328102131660/17

their son John Coghlan’s obituary in 191812 and
Goose Lagoon (sic) is mentioned as being on John
Ritchie’s property.13
They started a new life as farmers:
… at a rental varying from one bushel to three bushels
per annum, or the value of the same at market price
… The proprietor … assisting agricultural families of
good character … by supplying them with provisions
until they are able to grow sufficient for their own
consumption, and to furnish them with stock, and
agricultural instruments, until they are able to
provide for themselves.14

The farms were small clearings of land amongst a
forest of trees. Goose Lagoon ‘was a great camping
place for blacks’ and the settlers were employed
on Ritchie’s farm ‘ringbarking trees, burning
off dead timber, clearing ferns and other wise
improving the land.15 The Coghlans could have
had daily contact with the indigenous people.
This would have been a unique experience for
both groups. However I’m not sure the Aborigines
would have thought the newcomers were
improving the land.
Meanwhile between 1843 and 1850 four more
children were born: Margaret, Catherine, William
and Bridget, making a total of eight children. All of
their children survived to adulthood so life in the
Western District was kind to them.
Four years after their arrival at Goose Lagoon an
important event was about to happen, something

that would have been impossible for a farm
labourer in Ireland to do.
Michael Coghlan: My father bought some land from
the Sydney government about 1845 on the Merri
River [and] he let it to Mr. Jackman for six years.

In July 1847 William bought sixteen acres of
land on the outskirts of the new township of
Warrnambool, for sixty ﬁve pounds. In contrast
if he had stayed in Ireland he would have been
farming on ‘minutely sub-divided potato plots…on
a fraction of an acre’, over which the tenant had no
security of tenure.16 When William got the title to
his land, he must have felt as though a miracle had
occurred! And he had another reason to be happy
– he wasn’t living in Ireland, for in 1847 Ireland
was in the middle of the Great Famine, a period of
mass starvation and tenants being evicted from
their homes.
Where did William get sixty ﬁve pounds from –
the equivalent of two to three years’ wages? We
don’t know how much William was paid but we
have a guide. In 1850 a newspaper advertisement
entitled ‘Labour Market’, about annual wages
for ‘servants’ , included a married couple with
a family, were paid 24–28 pounds a year with
rations.17 He had been working for Ritchie for four
years, so could have put money aside each month
and dared to dream! He leased out his land for ﬁve
years to Mr Jackman while he continued to work
at Aringa.
Michael Coghlan: We left Port Fairy in October
1852.
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The family moved on to their farm on the Merri
River, to grow wheat. This was the last move
for William and Catherine and their eight
children. This is where they lived for the rest of
their lives. William continued to buy land – six
other properties, between 1848 and 1859, so he
must have been a successful farmer. There is a
Coghlan’s Road named after them, close to where
they lived.
William and Catherine lived long lives. William
was 98 when he died in 1895 while Catherine was
103 when she died in 1907. What a life they lived!
And what about Michael? He became a farmer
and a publican at a place called Southern Cross,
near Koroit. In 1884 he sold his properties and
moved his family to Gippsland where he bought
land and became a dairy farmer at Caldermead,
near Koo Wee Rup. He died there in 1916 leaving
behind his wife Hannah and nine adult children.
That’s a story for another time.
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Vlassopoulos family:

Ithacan migrants in Melbourne
by Rosa McCall
Island Life

Rosa can be contacted at
rosa.mccall1@bigpond.com

My father, Andreas Vlassopoulos, was born on the
Greek island of Ithaca. His parents, Anastasios
and Victoria Vlassopoulos nee Lekatsas, had
six boys and a girl. Athanasios was born 1882,
followed by Euticia, Panyiotis, Iannis born
1889, Dimitrius born 1893, Dionysus born 1896
and my father Andreas, born on 30 November
1903.1 The family lived in a one roomed, roughly
hewn stone hut with a thatched roof in the village
of Lahos, nestled in a steep valley surrounded
by high mountains. Many of the villages were
built where soils are infertile and rocky and the
families’ fertile plots were situated some distance
from the villages, on the lower slopes. Over the
centuries land on these plots has been terraced
to retain the precious soil. The Vlassopoulos’ plot
was two miles from Lahos, so on most days my
grandparents rode their donkey or walked to their
ﬁeld. At times the children were expected to help
on the land where wheat, vegetables, grapes and
olives were grown. It was subsistence farming.

Some crops were sold and the residue kept for
home use. Most households kept a goat for milk
and cheese. Some kept sheep, subject to the size
of the land. The wool was handspun and woven
into cloth for household items or sold. As a boy,
Andreas had the task of looking after the family’s
goat and donkey.
Ithaca is one of the islands in the archipelago,
locally called the Eftanisa (seven islands),
situated along Greece’s west coast in the Ionian
Sea. They include Corfu, Paxi, Lefkada, Kefalonia,
Zakinthos, Kythera and Ithaca, the smallest of the
islands. The north of the island is more settled
than the mountainous and rugged south with its
limited coastal access, although Vathi, the main
town and port is in the south of the island.
Ithacans are proud of their island’s historical and
legendary heritage. Although a beautiful island
with high mountains, untamed rocky hillsides and
sapphire blue waters, its people have struggled to
make a satisfactory living from those beautiful
surroundings. Initially young strong men sought
to make a living working on the mainland or on
larger neighbouring islands where there was
fertile land with many towns. Others joined ships
trading across the Mediterranean. Over time
foreign ships began pulling into Vathi, so young
men sought work further aﬁeld, in other European
countries and later in the newly settled American,
South African and Australian colonies. In the
early decades of the twentieth century, Melbourne
was the adopted home for many Ithacan Greeks.

Ithacan Migration

Image 1: Andreas Vlassopoulos outside the family house at Lahos,
Ithaca, 1979 (author’s collection).

My grandfather was unable to earn sufficient
money to raise his growing family during his
frequent trips to the mainland in search of work.
Athanasios, as the oldest son, was expected to
help support the family, a commitment he carried
out all his life. He was sixteen when he migrated
to South Africa where his uncles, Panyiotis and
Dimitri, had established themselves as cafe
owners. He worked in the family business as a
kitchen hand and cook while living with his uncles
Volume 35 Issue 6 / June 2021

24 •

© The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc

in Bloemfontein. It is uncertain how long he
remained there. On 28 November 1904 he was
issued with a permit allowing him to reside and
work as a waiter in the Transvaal and Orange
River Colony.2 He continued to live and work in
South Africa with his uncles for the decade and
managed to save money to send to his father.
These funds were used to build a better family
home with four rooms and a tiled roof. He also
sent money to cover the cost of the fare for his
brother Iannis to migrate to Australia. He was
the next brother to emigrate as his brother
Panyiotis was tragically killed in 1908 while
serving in the army.
Some time before 1915, Athanasios left South
Africa for Australia and was residing in
Melbourne when he received a telegram from
his uncle enquiring after him.3 In 1916 he was
listed as a member of the newly formed Ithacan
Philanthropic Society and was working as a
hawker. By the mid-1920s he had established
himself as a fruit stall holder in the Queen
Victoria Market. This saw the start of half a
century of the Vlassopoulos family working as
retail fruit stall holders in the market.4
His brother Iannis arrived in Australia in 1908
but returned to Greece in 1912 to ﬁght in the
1913 Balkan Wars.5 After the war ended Iannis
returned to Ithaca and married Ekaterina
Paxinos, an attractive girl from a nearby village.
In 1915 their son Peter was born. Iannis returned
to Australia shortly after Peter’s birth to raise
money to bring his family to Australia. Eight
years later, Ekaterina and eight-year-old Peter
set sail from Pireas to join the Esperence Bay in
Port Said for Australia. At the time Greece was
in a state of political unrest so an embargo had
been placed by England on Greek ships entering
British controlled ports. For this reason the
Greek ship could only take them as far as Port
Said.6 The family was reunited in Melbourne in
October 1923.
Dimitri and Dionysis also married village girls in
the 1920s and joined their brothers in Australia
shortly after the births of their children, leaving
their wives and sons in Ithaca with the intention
of bringing them to Australia when they were
settled. Sadly their wives never followed them.
The 1930s depression caused much economic
hardship in Australia, followed by the outbreak
of World War 2 in 1939. By the end of the war in
September 1945, their wives were set in their
ways and unsure about facing the ordeal of
emigration and adjustment in a strange country.
In 1939 my father and uncle were arranging for
Dionysus’ eldest son, Aleko to migrate to Australia
with the intention of his mother and brother
arriving later.7 Aleko was to work at my father’s
stall before he could bring his family to Australia.
Unfortunately World War 2 broke out at the same

Image 2: Family of Anastasios Vlassopoulos and Victoria Lekatsas

Image 3: Vlassopoulos family in Melbourne, 1923. L-R Dimitri, Iannis,
Ekaterina, Peter and Athanasios after Ekaterina’s arrival (author’s collection).
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Image 4: Anastasios Vlassopoulos with his daughters-in-law, Ekaterina, Korina and Elene and grandsons, Anastasios,
Aleko and Peter, Lahos, Ithaca, c 1923 (author’s collection).

time as the paper work was submitted so Aleko’s
arrival in Australia was delayed for another eleven
years. He ﬁnally arrived in the early 1950s with his
wife and two children.

Andreas’ Story
Until he was nine years old, Andreas was the
adored baby of the family as his mother doted on
him. His eyes ﬁlled with tears when he spoke to
me of his mother, my ‘Nona’.8 He spoke tenderly
of his beautiful homeland. As a child I listened to
stories of his boyhood and the island’s mythical
traditions. I knew about Odysseus, Ithaca’s
king and his adventures, before Cinderella. He
recounted incidents when he and his friends
scaled the steep mountain slopes, swam in the
blue sea in the many inlets around the island and
looked after his pet goat.
One of his childhood stories became a family
legend and was often recounted to friends and
family. It was midsummer and the melons were
ripening on a plot of land where the owner
was renowned for growing the best melons on
the island. Early on a bright moonlit night, my
father and his friends decided to raid the crop
for the succulent fruit. They scaled the low stone
boundary fence and landed on the terraced

garden plot before spreading out in search of the
best melons. Partially hidden under large leaves,
Andreas saw one beautiful round smooth melon
and proceeded to wrench it free of the vines when
suddenly he was stopped in his tracks by a stream
of curses, which disturbed the peaceful night. The
boys in their desire for adventure had overlooked
the fact that during the melon-ripening season,
their neighbour was known to sleep amongst
his fruit to deter anyone from raiding his ﬁeld.
Instead of a succulent melon, he had grabbed
his neighbour’s round bald head, shining in the
moonlight. The boys quickly scrambled across
the ﬁeld, leapt over the stone fence and slid down
the hillside to the valley below and the safety of
their village.
Andreas’ cossetted lifestyle tragically came to an
end when his mother died in 1913.9 My Nono was
heartbroken. Suddenly he was confronted with
the task of being a father and mother to a young
child. Like most Greek men of that era he was
untrained in domestic duties and child rearing
so Dad at nine years of age had to face many new
responsibilities. In a strange twist of fate there
were times when he suffered hostility from his
older brothers, who in their ignorance blamed
him for their mother’s death, believing that the
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cancer, which caused her death resulted from my
father’s birth nine years earlier. After leaving the
village school at the age of twelve he worked with
his father on the family plot and developed a love
for farming.
In 1923 he was conscripted into the army for
two years and during that time he saw much
of Greece for the ﬁrst time in his life.10 After
completing compulsory military service in July
1925, his brothers arranged for him to join them
in Australia.11 He travelled as an unassisted
migrant as Australia’s immigration policy at the
time did not support assisted immigration of
people from Southern Europe. Relatives already
settled in the Australia acted as their sponsors.
Iannis sponsored Andreas and guaranteed his
employment and residence in Melbourne.12
Andreas sailed from the port of Pireaus before he
boarded the British liner the Oronsay at Port Said
and arrived in Melbourne on 25 October 1925.13
His brother Athanasios, who had left Ithaca
before Andreas was born, met him when the ship
docked at Station Pier. Apart from family letters,
Andreas had grown up not knowing his oldest
brother, however they recognized each other
when they met at Princes Pier from photographs
they had exchanged.
After Andreas left Ithaca, my Nono insisted upon
remaining in Ithaca, close to his memories. As
my father was the last son to emigrate, he left
his father and his beloved Ithaca with mixed
feelings. He resolved that his stay in Melbourne
would be temporary and he would soon return
home to work the land, which he loved. He
would make it a green and fertile oasis where his
ageing father could end his days in comfort with
grandchildren to love and care for him. But that
was not to be. Three years after Andreas arrived
in Melbourne, his father died severing close
family ties with Ithaca.

A New life in Melbourne
Andreas lived with Iannis’ family in Carlton and
worked with his brothers at their fruit stalls in
the Queen Victoria Market. His ten-year old
nephew, Peter was attending the Queensberry
Street School and taught him English. In Ithaca
a bond had developed between Peter and my
father, who was twelve when his nephew was
born. Peter looked upon his uncle as an older
brother and a close bond remained with them
throughout their lives.
My father was a keen reader and interested
in language, history and world affairs. He was
anxious to learn English and in a short time he
could read and speak it. Nevertheless he felt as
though he was living in a vacuum with limited
social contact apart from the Ithacan Club.
Beyond the conﬁnes of his immediate family and

Image 5: Andreas Vlassopoulos, Ioannina, Greece,
27 December 1924. A copy was sent to his brother
in Australia before he migrated to Australia in 1925
(author’s collection).

the small Greek community, he was a stranger
and the imbalance of the sexes within the Greek
community resulted in limited social interaction
apart from gambling and horse racing, which
didn’t interest him. Social barriers prevented
him meeting socially within the wider Australian
community. Melbourne seemed like a frontier
town, lacking the diversity of life and activity
evident in European towns and cities, and
the village community life he had left behind.
There was also overt racism and hostility in the
community directed to migrants from Southern
Europe.
My father loved music especially the Ithacan
folk songs and Italian operas. One of his early
pleasures after arriving in Melbourne was
attending operas being performed by visiting
companies. A few years after he arrived in
Melbourne and had saved sufficient funds, he
purchased a delux model Gibson guitar. Guitars
and mandolins are musical instruments that
Ithacans prefer to play. He decided to take lessons
and at home, while he practised, his rich tenor
voice resonated throughout the house as he sang
his favourite Ithacan songs.
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Image 6: Edna and Andreas Vlassopoulos at their fruit stall in the Queen Victoria Market, c1944
(author’s collection).

By 1929 Andreas acquired his own stall in the
Queen Victoria Market.14 The four Vlassopoulos
brothers now occupied three fruit stalls in the
market with Iannis’ son, Peter working with his
father on their stall while Athanios and Demetri
had their own stall.
During Andreas’ military service in Greece, he
became friendly with another conscript, who
interested him in socialism. The teachings of
the Orthodox Church ceased to offer solutions
and solace to relieve suffering and socialism
seemed the logical solution to overcome poverty.
His interest in socialism intensiﬁed as he
read more. In the market he witnessed further
poverty during the 1920s depression when he
saw people rummaging in piles of discarded
fruit and vegetables in the hope of ﬁnding edible
items. As the economic conditions worsened in
the early 1930s, he saw queues of unemployed
people lined up for free meals outside the soup
kitchens, around the poorer areas of the city.
The overcrowded inner suburbs were run down
and families with their few belongings scattered
across the pavements, being evicted from their
homes, were a familiar sight.

Friendship and Marriage
Andreas and other Ithacan friends were invited
to a social, organized by a left-wing group. For the
ﬁrst time in Australia he experienced acceptance
in a non-Greek community. The club provided
him with intellectual stimulus and social
interaction. He and his friends became members
and enjoyed the various activities, which included
discussions, dances and outings. Andreas met my
mother, Edna Norbury at one of these gatherings
sometime in 1932 shortly after he became a
member. Their ﬁrst date was at Melbourne Zoo
where Andreas made his intentions clear telling

Edna that he would like to marry her. My mother
was taken aback at his sudden proposal and told
him that they needed to get to know each other
better before making such a serious commitment.
Their friendship became serious and, on the
10 February 1934, they were married at a civil
service conducted by the Rationalist minister,
Reverend John Langley at Mentone.15 Instead of
a wedding photo I have a handwritten copy of a
poem, A Wedding Toast, written by a family friend
to celebrate the occasion. The poem ends with the
poet wishing my parents a happy future as they
face their lives together.
Here’s to Andrew and his bride
May they ever side by side,
Face the future, foul or fair,
A sincere class-conscious pair.16

When Edna married Andreas, he was classiﬁed
as an Alien as he had not applied for Australian
Citizenship. Australia’s immigration laws of the
time decreed that as Edna had married an alien,
she was no longer an Australian citizen, despite
being born in Australia and of English, Welsh
and Irish heritage. In 1938 when Dad applied to
be naturalized, my mother had to apply to the
Commonwealth Government for her citizenship
to be reinstated. It cost her 10/- to regain her
Australian nationality.17 My parents’ marriage
was one of total opposites in many ways but
together they were a partnership and overcame
many obstacles throughout sixty-eight years of
their time together. I have been forever grateful
that I grew up in a Greek-Australian family
where I was aware of and loved many aspects of
both cultures.
During the early decades of the twentieth century,
many Ithacans arrived in Australia, leaving
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their wives or ageing parents behind with the hope of
returning after achieving a degree of ﬁnancial security.
Others hoped to be reunited with their loved ones in
their adopted country once they were established and
could offer their families ﬁnancial security. While some
families were reunited after years of waiting, for others
their hopes were never realized, and my family was no
exception. The women who were left behind on Ithaca
during those years are a sad chapter in this story. Some
single men like my Uncle Athanasios, never married.
Others like my father, Andreas, broke with tradition
and married Australian woman, thus giving rise to
a generation of Australian born children of Greek
descent, who grew up with an understanding and a love
of different cultures and traditions.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
In accordance with the Rules of the Society and
the Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012,
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at 2.00pm Saturday, 2 October 2021
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In view of possible coronavirus restrictions
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virtual digital conference or deferred. Any
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www.gsv.org.au in September.
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consisting of no more than sixteen (16)
members, comprising Office Bearers and
Councillors, to be elected at the Annual General
Meeting of the Society, save that any casual
vacancy occurring may be filled by the Council and
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DNA News and Notes

Case of the missing half-brother: a DNA detective story
by Kristy Love

My grandfather was born in Sydney in 1921, and
as a Ward of State he did not know anything
about his parents. In 2003, with the assistance
of the Salvation Army, he found out
about his brothers. Due to various
circumstances, my grandfather never
Dr Kristy Love can be contacted at
met them. After my grandfather’s
info@familyhistoryagency.com
See also www.familyhistoryagency.com
passing in 2012, I decided to try once
more to ﬁnd and contact his halfbrothers. In 2013, I found the widow of
the middle brother (GC), but the youngest brother
(PM) proved more elusive due to his common
surname. In this instance, DNA came to the
rescue. Here’s how I did it.

Sorting matches into GreatGrandparent Lines
My mum (MD), my uncle (JP), and their mother,
my maternal grandmother (MGM), had all tested
with AncestryDNA. From there, I found many
of my maternal grandfather’s (MGF) cousins
by eliminating the MGM matches. If you do not
have DNA test results for one or both of your
parents, the Leeds method is helpful for clustering
matches into four grandparent and even eight
great-grandparent groups. In our instance, my
grandfather’s father was Chinese, and to date,
we had only one 15 Centimorgan (cM) match
with Chinese ancestry. It then seemed likely that
the remaining matches were related to either
my grandfather’s maternal grandmother or
grandfather. Let’s called them Irish MO’C and
English WP. (See Fig. 1)

Traditional Genealogy plus DNA
Before he passed, my grandfather completed a
tree for both the Irish and English sides. I veriﬁed
his research by looking at the close relatives
(90cM-400cM) who had public trees on Ancestry
and used those trees to determine how we were
related. According to AncestryDNA, the closest
relative on my MGF’s side, KM, shared 184cM
with my mother. We collaborated and discovered,
not unexpectedly, that his father (MM) was the
half-brother of my great-grandmother (LP).
KM, therefore, shared the Irish line but not the
English line. Pinpointing this relationship made
it easier to determine other cousins on the Irish
line by looking for shared matches between KM
and either my mum or uncle (JP). I then coded
each of those relatives with the same coloured

dot to indicate the shared line. Once I had coded
the matches to KM, a couple of distinct groups
remained. Checking ThruLinesTM showed us that
many un-colour-coded cousins had members of
the English line in their trees. Members of that
group, in turn, received a new colour-code.
Several of these new cousins were also keen
genealogists, and in the interests of collaboration,
we shared our DNA match lists and helped check
each other’s trees. We shared our match lists
to help us interpret the relationships between
different sets of cousins. While Ancestry allows
you to see shared matches above 20cM, it does
not let you see the amount of centimorgans
that two of your matches share with each other,
for example, between my uncle and a mutual
cousin that I share. The only time you can check
the likely degree of relationship between one
match and another is when one of the two shares
their match list with you. These two aspects,
determining how these relatives were related to
me and sharing DNA matches, were crucial in
helping me determine the Most Recent Common
Ancestor of new matches.

The Breakthrough
In January 2021, my mum received a new close
match – JW, 472 cM across 21 segments. Could
JW be a descendent of my grandfather’s elusive
half-brother?

Researching the Match with JW on
Ancestry
1. Public Trees JW’s proﬁle included a linked
public tree that extended to grandparent-level.
However, the people in her tree were all set to
private.
2. Shared Surnames The private people in
JW’s tree meant that her ‘Shared Surnames’
were also private and unavailable for checking
against my known list of family surnames.
3. Shared Matches We don’t have DNA data
for my grandfather, so I needed to check
JW’s shared matches. Simply checking JW’s
shared match list wouldn’t indicate how she
ﬁtted into the family, so I instead checked JW
against the cousins and family members who
had shared their match lists with me.
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Figure 1: Family tree generated by Legacy that is modified to include AncestryDNA calculations of shared Centimorgans with JW

JW didn’t match my maternal grandmother,
which was promising. Most importantly, JW
matched with cousins on the Irish line AND
the English line. She also shared a match
belonging to a second Irish line, the line that
wasn’t shared with our cousin, KM. This
could only mean one thing! JW had to share a
common set of ancestors who intersect with
all of these lines. She HAD to be a descendant
of my grandfather’s grandparents. It also
looked highly likely that she was a descendant
of the elusive half-brother! (see Fig. 1)
I took a deep breath, then continued to check
my assumptions – a practice that I try to
maintain throughout my research.
4. DNA Painter According to DNA Painter’s
‘Shared Centimorgan Tool’, the most likely
possible relationships between by mum
and JW, assuming no double relationships
had inﬂated the degree of the match, were:
great-great aunt, half great aunt, half ﬁrst
cousin (half 1C), ﬁrst cousin once removed
(1C1R), half great niece, great-great niece. As
my mum is in her mid-70s, I could eliminate
the relationships suggestive of a match
two generations older than her, given the
unlikelihood of ﬁnding their DNA in the
database. Interestingly, my uncle shared a
much lower match with JW – 218cM. The
likely relationships for him were: second
cousin (2C), half ﬁrst cousin once removed
(half 1C1R), ﬁrst cousin twice removed
(1C2R), half great-great niece.

What next?
The easiest way to determine the relationship
with JW would be to contact her. Given the
possible skittishness of DNA matches, I wanted
to learn as much as possible about JW before I
contacted her, in case she chose to privatise her
results soon after contact. I took screenshots of
her shared matches with my mum, uncle and
cousins. I then used Google and social media to

see if I could construct a basic tree for JW from
publicly available information. There were three
people with the name JW on Facebook. Details on
two of the proﬁles indicated they both belonged
to the same woman who lived in the UK. The
remaining proﬁle was for a woman in Sydney. My
grandfather’s brother’s last known address was
in New South Wales, which seemed like a good
lead. Looking through JW’s Facebook proﬁle, I
discovered that JW’s mother’s maiden name was
the same as the one belonging to my grandfather’s
half brother!
I sent a message to JW via Ancestry but was not
hopeful of hearing from her as she did not appear
to be very active on the site. After a week of no
response, I decided to send a single message to
her mother (JH) via Facebook and resolved not
to make contact again if she did not respond.
Four days after my message, JH wrote to me,
conﬁrming my theory that she was indeed the
daughter of my grandfather’s half-brother!
She even recalled her father speaking to my
grandfather in the early 2000s. JH kindly sent
me her phone number and photos of her father.
Case solved! My grandfather would have been
incredibly pleased.

Sources:
AncestryDNA (2021). AncestryDNA ThruLinesTM
Available at: http://www.ancestry.com.au
[Accessed 18 April 2021]
Bettinger, Blaine T. (2019). The Family Tree Guide
to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy. Family
Tree Books, Cincinnati, OH.
DNA Painter (2020). The Shared cM Project 4.0 tool
v4. March 2020. Available at: https://dnapainter.
com/tools/sharedcmv4 [Accessed 18 April 2021]
Leeds, Dana (2018). DNA Color Clustering: The
Leeds Method for Easily Visualizing Matches.
23 August 2018. Available at: https://www.
danaleeds.com/dna-color-clustering-theleeds-method-for-easily-visualizing-matches/
[Accessed 18 April 2021]

Volume 35 Issue 6 / June 2021
© The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc

• 31

Research Corner

by Meg Bate

Tracking down education records in Victoria –
schools, students, teachers and more
There is a wealth of education records around,
so where do you start researching your
ancestor? You may have a name and added to
this it is helpful to have additional background
information such as where they lived and the
years they were there. Are you looking for a
teacher, student, inspector or administrator?
Finally, it’s important to have an understanding
of the history of the development of the Victorian
educational system.

• In 1872 the Education Act was promulgated
and the Education Department was created to
provide free, secular and compulsory education
for children between the ages of 6 and 15 years.
It also centralized recruitment, training and
dispersal of teachers.
• In 1874 ﬁnancial aid to church schools ceased
and these schools were allowed to continue
with independent funding.

The History

• There have been many changes since then and
today the Education Department is still an
authority on education in Victoria.

So, let’s start by helping you with a brief history
of Victoria’s educational system by outlining the
important dates.

Where to look?

• In the 1840s Catholic education commenced in
the Port Phillip district and has continued.
• In 1851 the State Government accepted
responsibility for education and Victoria
accepted the New South Wales dual system.
This consisted of a Denominational School
Board (DSB) that administered the funding
and regulation of church-based schools and
the National Schools Board that oversaw
government funded secular schools.
• In 1854 and 1856 the government created a
fund to establish independent ‘Grammar’
secondary schools, which it hoped would
prepare pupils for the new, state-funded
University of Melbourne. This fund then
helped establish Melbourne Grammar School,
Scotch College, St Patrick’s College and Wesley
College. Other private schools also started
such as Geelong Grammar. Some middleclass
families sent their daughters to private ladies’
schools which proliferated throughout the 19th
century.
• In 1859 Ragged schools based on the English
Ragged School Union offered biblical and
practical instructional education to the poorest
of families
• In 1862 the Board of Education was established
and a system of common and rural schools was
established.

Public Record Office of Victoria
(PROV)
At PROV you will ﬁnd records on administration,
students, teachers and school buildings.
The best place to start is to go to the topic guide:
Education: records of state school, students,
teachers and buildings https://prov.vic.gov.au/
explore-collection/explore-topic/education.
The basic PROV agencies where records are
located are listed below. The best way to view or
browse the variety of these agencies’ records is to
use PROV’s ‘Advanced Search’, click on Agency
and type in the VA number (see illustration).
• Board of National Education, New South Wales
1848-1851 [VA 920]
• Denominational Schools Board 1848-1862 [VA
702]
• National School Board 1852-1862 [VA 919]
• Board of Education 1862-1872 [VA 713]
• Educational institutions 1860+[VA 382]
• Education Department 1873+ [VA 714]
If you wish to locate school records then start
your search at the School Records (1839-1873)
Record Series Numbers (VPRS): 19, 61, 880,
878, 903 https://prov.vic.gov.au/explorecollection/explore-topic/education/schoolrecords-1839-1873.
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Image 1: PROV’s Advanced Search – locating VA 920 Board of National Education, NSW 1848-1851

Here you will need to know a school’s locality
and the year of interest. These are ﬁles of general
correspondence from a variety of schools and
issues, within the speciﬁed date range. The
content of these records can vary widely.
For photographs (1890-1993)
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/
explore-topic/school-photographs-1890-1993
Two types of records are available here:
• Non-digitised photographs of schools
Record Series Number (VPRS): 1396, 14517/P1,
14562, 14514, 14516, 10516/P3, 14581
• Digitised photographs of school buildings
Record Series Number (VPRS): 1396/P
You can search for a school by name, former name
or school number. Note that every government
school in Victoria had an individual number.
You may also choose to search by date range or
subject (for example ‘jubilee’).
For teacher records start here: Teacher records
(1863-1959) Record Series Number (VPRS):
13579/P1
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/
explore-topic/education/teacherrecords-1863-1959
Here you can search the name of a teacher to
obtain the teacher record number or browse by
year their service began.

State Library of Victoria
The SLV is an essential place to explore. To
further your research, start with the SLV research
guide: History in Victoria – Education. (This guide

will assist you in locating what is available at the
State Library and elsewhere.)
https://guides.slv.vic.gov.au/education/
getstarted
The initial welcome tab provides a brief history of
education in Victoria. Other tabs include:
• Images, has guides to assist you locate
relevant pictures. It suggests search terms plus
mentions other types of publications where
you may locate images.
• Histories, this includes a brief bibliography of
the history of Education in Victoria. It includes
digital publications and printed publications.
• Magazines & year books mentions the type
and variety of school magazines and yearbooks
it holds.
• Past exams & results, lists some of the
printed historic school exam papers in the
State Library’s collection.
• Readers & text books
• Term dates provides historical information on
term dates.
• Teachers, has resources for locating statistics,
teacher training, biographies, unions and more.
• School records, where to locate school
records.
• Buildings, information on the range of
resources available for locating school
buildings.
• Education Department, focuses on their
many printed publications.
• Statistics provides places where education
statistics are located.
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Research Corner

Image 2: A search in GSV’s Genealogical Index of Names (GIN) for the surname “Adams” and the topic “school”
returns 104 records, this includes “School registers”, School admissions and Educational records.

Genealogical Society of Victoria
In GSV’s Genealogical Names Index (GIN) we
have a variety of Victoria’s school registers
indexed. Schools indexed in GIN: Ascot Vale,
Boneo, Bostocks Creek, Bruthen, Buchan East
& South, Upper Murray, Cabanandra, Cann
River, Condah, Creswick, Crossover, Ensay,
Frankston, Harkaway, Hinnomunjie, Hospital
Creek–Wairewa, Beechworth, Geelong &
district, Geelong industrial schools, George
Street (Fitzroy), Glen Iris , Hastings (Tyabb),
Johnsonville, Tambo Crossing, Tambo North &
Upper, Kalimna, Lakes Entrance, Longwarry,
Lower Delegate River, Maldon, Mallacoota,
Marcus Hill (Queenscliff Road), Metung,
Mornington, Murradoc, Newmerella, Newstead,
Nichol’s Point, Nungurner, Omeo, Omeo Plains
West, Orbost, Orbost North, Rosebud, Sarsﬁeld,
Shelford, Sunbury, Swan Reach, Swift’s Creek,
Toorloo, Victorian Industrial & Reformatory
schools, Winchelsea.

Teachers are also included and if you type
‘teacher’ into the ‘Any Word’ search this brings up
16,063 entries.
Search in the GSV Catalogue using the term
‘Schools Victoria reg*’ – this brings up 106
records. Our indexing team in working through
all the school registers in our collection and these
will be gradually indexed and added into GIN.
In GSV’s Milestones where we have birth and
death information, we have indexed the obituaries
of past students extracted from Great Scot, the
Scotch family magazine from August 1978 to date
(incomplete). Also on the Milestones search page
you can type the word ‘Teacher*’ in the ‘Any Word’
ﬁeld and you will pick up any record where the
occupation of teacher has been mentioned.

Image 3: Mount Prospect State School no 444 pupils register 1906-1950 – Held in GSV Collection
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Research Corner
Image 4: Ancestry – How to locate Teachers Records (they are mislabelled – see text)

A couple of other publications that we have in our
collection can assist your research:
• Blake, Leslie J. Vision and realisation: a
centenary history of state education in Victoria
(Melbourne: Education Dept of Victoria) 1973.
This covers a history of the Victoria’s education
system and has potted histories of schools.
• Holloway, David. The inspectors: an account of
the Inspectorate of the State Schools of Victoria
1851-1983. Melbourne, Institute of Senior
Officers of the Victorian Education Service,
2000. This covers history of inspectors and
includes numerous biographies of inspectors.

Victoria Parliamentary Papers
https://pov.ent.sirsidynix.net.au
This is a digitized collection of parliamentary
papers and reports presented to (tabled in) the
Parliament of Victoria from 1851 to the present. A
variety of interesting and useful information can
be found in these papers. In particular, the 1880 to
1890 editions of Education: report of the Minister
of Public Instruction include lists of principals
in private schools, lists of teachers employed
in Temporary Unclassiﬁed Schools, and a list
of persons licenced to teach singing, drawing,
science etc.

Ancestry
Ancestry holds digitized copies of Victoria’s
Education Department Teacher Record Books
from 1914 to 1922. These are difficult to locate.
Conduct a search of the Ancestry Card Catalog (in
the Search dropdown menu) for the mislabelled
title: Victoria, Australia, Selected Trial Brief and
Correspondence Registers and other Images 18371993. Click on this research, then use the ‘Browse
this collection’ to choose the title: Eildon Teacher
Record Books. [sic, this is actually the Victoria
Teacher Record Books and Register.] This register
lists teachers by their ID number, so you will need
to know this beforehand.
To obtain the teacher’s number go to PROVs
Teachers records https://prov.vic.gov.au/
explore-collection/explore-topic/education/
teacher-records-1863-1959

Trove
https://trove.nla.gov.au/
Everyone usually looks at newspapers but don’t
overlook the other categories, in particular the
‘Diaries Letters and Archives’ section.

Victoria Government Gazette
http://gazette.slv.vic.gov.au/
Here you can locate records of teachers. Search
using the terms ‘Register of teachers’ OR
‘Teacher rolls’.
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Additions to the Library

See the library catalogue for full details,
exact format, and location of material
within the library - available online at
www.gsv.org.au or in the library.

Compiled by Linley Hooper

All listed LDS microﬁlms are held in the LDS Long
Term Loans Cabinets. Request by ﬁlm number at the
Information Desk. Thank you to all donors to the library
collection.
GENERAL
The Psychology of family history: exploring our genealogy.
Moore, Susan. (Arthur, Tony), [GSV 929 MOO]
FAMILY HISTORIES
The ALLAN family and their descendants: great, great,
granddaughter of James and Christian Allan. Pullman, Pamela
Joy. [Digital copy @ GSV]
Not forgotten: my female ancestors and their families (CARTER
family) Blackwood, Sue. [GSV 929.2 CART BLA].
Caroline’s dilemma: a colonial inheritance saga. Bradbury,
Bettina (BAX and BRADBURY families). (Elliss, Leonie). [GSV
929.2 BAX BRA].
The descendants of George and Hannah EASTON: an Australian
family history, Davis, Brett. [GSV: 929.2 EASO DAV]
An accidental engineer: a memoir of a red-headed kid from the
bush. Jellie, David [GSV 929.2 JELL JEL].
Decent people: a memoir of family in Colac, Geelong and
Warrnambool. Jellie, David. [GSV 929.2 JELL JEL].
A Goldminer’s fortune: the story of Martin LOUGHLAN, “The
Quartz King” racehorse owner and philanthropist, and of
his nephew, Thomas O’Loughlin, who inherited his uncle’s
fortune, which led to a new church in Kilkenny, Ireland, and
support for many institutions in Australia. Ridley, Anne.
(Elliss, Leonie), [GSV 929.2 LOUG RID].
The issue of gentlemen: the fortunes of James MILLS, James
Henry Mills and their descendants. Reid, Sue. [GSV: 929.2
MILL REI]. In 1856, twenty-one-year-old Clara Mills sailed
from England for the colony of Victoria to seek work as a
governess. Clara was a well-educated, middle-class woman,
but one of limited means. As she had no family in the
Australian colonies and no travelling companions, the fact that
she left her family, and her native land is remarkable. This book
gives some context to her decision to immigrate by providing
insights into the lives her grandfather, James Mills, and her
father, James Henry Mills.
Midlands mob. Warner, Chris. [GSV: 929.2 WARN WAR &
Digital copy @ GSV]

Correction
In our last issue (March 2021) on page
23, under the Family History section,
we misspelt the author’s name for the
Radford Family. It should have read
‘Edwardes, Sally’. Our sincere apologies.

AUSTRALIA
TASMANIA
Launceston transcriptions: Vol 1 Recollections of Launceston
1836-1847 from memory; recorded from 1894-1897. Vol 2 Early
Launceston 1803-1897: lectures and articles as published
in the Launceston Examiner in 1897. Fuller, George Samuel
(1830-1916) & Whitﬁeld, Ernest (1803-1897). @ [GSV: 994.6
LAUN FUL]
VICTORIA
Labassa: house of dreams. Shuttleworth, Vicki. [GSV 994.51
CAUL SHU].
Scotland to Australia Felix: founding Scots of Victoria’s
Camperdown district. Camperdown & District Historical
Society. In 1836 Major Thomas Mitchell, Surveyor General
of New South Wales, visited Western Victoria. He was so
impressed by the country he saw he named it Australia Felix,
which means ‘fortunate’ or ‘happy Australia’. When Mitchell,
a Scot, published an account of his various expeditions in
London in 1838, with special reference to Australia Felix,
considerable Scottish emigration followed. Many of these
Scots settled in the area, then part of the Port Phillip District of
New South Wales. Contains 36 biographies of Camperdown’s
ﬁrst Scottish settlers. [GSV: 994.57092 CAM]
The Welsh on Victoria’s Central goldfields: a dictionary of
biography. Griffiths, Peter [GSV: 994.53 GRI].
ENGLAND
LANCASHIRE
The Registers of the parish church of Warrington 1707-1760.
Lancashire Parish Register Society. [GSV: 929.3342 LAN LAN]
SCOTLAND
Changing values in medieval Scotland: a study of prices, money,
and weights and measures. Gemmill, Elizabeth. A full-scale
study of prices in medieval Scotland, c.1260-1542, which
includes detailed discussions of coinage, and weights and
measures. Nearly 6,000 prices are listed individually, average
prices are calculated for each commodity, and for groups of
commodities such as cereals and livestock. Scots prices are
compared with English, and the signiﬁcance of the data for the
economic history of medieval Scotland is analysed fully. This
was the ﬁrst complete study to have been undertaken on Scots
medieval prices. (GSV Scottish Ancestry Group). [GSV 332.4
GEM]
Children and youth in premodern Scotland. Janay Nugent &
Elizabeth Ewan (Scottish Ancestry Group) [GSV 941.1 NUG]
The everyday life of the clans of the Scottish Highlands. Newton,
Michael. Contents: Studying history, using sources; Divide and
conquer; What’s in a name!; As old as the mist; Everyone has
their place; The bare necessities; From birth to death; Writing
a research paper. (GSV Scottish Ancestry Group). GSV 941.1
NEW
An impartial and geneuine list of the ladys on the Whig
or Jacobite partie: Edinburgh 1745-6. Gillespie, Anita R.
(Subscription : Scottish Record Society). [GSV 941.1005 SCO].
Opening schools and closing prisons. Ralston, Andrew G.
(Scottish Ancestry Group). [GSV 941.1 RAL].
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Around the Groups and Circles
Zoom meetings being held by the Groups and Circles – book into the meetings via the GSV website
where you can ﬁnd all up-to-date information:

GSV Writers Circle
Meet 1st Wednesday at 12.30pm, except Jan:
Next meetings, 2 Jun, 7 Jul, 4 Aug, 1 Sep
‘Shut up and Write’ 21 Jul
Contact: gsvwriters@gsv.org.au
All GSV members welcome.

Irish Ancestry Group
Next Quarterly meeting: Saturday 14 Aug at 1.00pm
See the Irish Ancestry Group’s webpage www.gsv.org.
au/activities/groups/iag for details
Contact: Gwen, ghardingham@bigpond.com

International Settlers Group
Next Quarterly meeting: Saturday, 21 Aug at 1.00pm.
AGM Zoom Meeting. Guest speakers: ISG members
Lyn Johnson and Sue Myers who will each present an
interesting ancestor, and both will demonstrate the
techniques used to uncover their story.
Contact: ISG@gsv.org.au

Scottish Ancestry Group
Next Quarterly meetings:
Saturday, 19 June at 11.00am:
The rich Scottish tradition of song from
scholar-performer Fiona Ross
Saturday, 18 September at 11.00am:
John Blackwood on the 1921 Scotland Census
scheduled to be released this year.
Enquiries: www.gsv.org.au/activities/groups/sag

London Discussion Circle
Next meetings: 24 June, 22 July, 26 August,
23 September at 10.30am
Convener: Vicki Montgomery, london@gsv.org.au
Discussion topics include electoral rolls, taxes, land
records, maps and gazetteers, poor laws, apprentices,
guilds and freemen.

South West England Research and
Discussion Circle
Next meetings: 11 Jun, 9 Jul, 13 Aug, 10 Sep at
1.00pm–2.30pm, see GSV website to book.
Convener: Stephen Hawke, swerdcircle@gmail.com
Covering the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset,
and Dorset.

DNA Genetic Genealogy
Study Group
Next meetings:
1 June, 6 July, 7 September at 10.00am-12.00pm;
Evening meeting 3 August at 7.00pm-9pm
Book meetings via the GSV Website.
Working together collaboratively to learn more about
DNA analysis. It is not for beginners.
Convener: maureen.trotter@gmail.com

Counties of Northern England
Discussion Circle
Next meetings: 8 June, 13 July, 10 August,
14 September at 1.30pm
See GSV website and monthly Blog/Facebook.
Convener: David Down, conedsgsv@gmail.com
Covering the counties of Northumberland, Durham,
Westmorland, Yorkshire, Cumberland, and
Lancashire.

British India Discussion Circle
Next meeting: 17 August at 7.30pm.
To be included, contact convener: Mary Anne Gourley,
maryanne.gourley@bigpond.com
For members with the common interest of British
ancestors in India from 17th to the 20th centuries.

Victoria and Tasmania
Discussion Circle
Next meetings: 25 June, 23 July, 27 August,
24 September at 10.30am
Convener: Gayle Nicholas victas@gsv.org.au
Private Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
groups/320532581948801 can be accessed by
GSV members.
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Book Reviews

Book Reviews
1

1. Tarrone Estate Soldier Settlement
Author: The Tarrone Families & James Affleck OAM
480pp
ISBN 978 0 9871202 4 3
Pub: Warrnambool & District Historical Society 2019
Marlene Johnson has been collecting family stories from Tarrone
soldier settlers and their families for quite some time. With James
Affleck’s help the 52 stories have now been brought to print.
There is a structure to these stories. During the Second World
War, where did the soldier serve? What did they do before the war?
Where did their family come from? What was their experience on
Tarrone and what happened next?
Perhaps the most important question was what did the returned
soldiers do between when they were demobbed and when they took
up their Tarrone block? Many gained further farming experience
that demonstrated they had the necessary skills to succeed on
a Soldier Settlement Commission block. The Commission was
determined not to repeat the failure of land settlement after WWI.
Like many large properties Tarrone, near Koroit, lacked labour
during the War and the pastures had become overrun with rabbits.
Many prospective settlers knew that Tarrone country, with its high
rainfall and expanses of rich black soils between the stony barriers
was ideal for mixed farming of dairy and sheep. The Mt Rouse
lava ﬂows were porous and captured rainwater which fed springs
and occasionally ﬂooded into the Moyne River along the eastern
boundary of the stony rises.
The ﬁrst task of settlers was to complete the external and internal
fencing, top dress the pastures with superphosphate and get
rid of the rabbits. Although hardly mentioned, release of the
myxomatosis virus in 1950 may also have helped keep the rabbits
under control.
Yet the delight in reading this book is the informality or the oral
history ﬂavour to it. There is the pride and supporting images in their
use of emerging mechanisation – the ﬁrst tractor, the ﬁrst harvester
the ﬁrst motor vehicle. There is also the sense early on of the
isolation where there were no roads nor tracks and before telephone
and electricity became available to make life easier. And throughout
there are stories of the children, their education and of excursions to
the Pea Soup Beach in Port Fairy for swimming lessons.
The sense of community, of helping each other, ﬂows right through
the book. Often also mentioned is the time at the end of the day
when couples sat down in the shed with the oven door open and
their feet up trying to keep warm.
A great snapshot of the time supported by front and end pieces, a
comprehensive name index and oodles of images. PD
2. Wild Colonial Greeks
Author: Peter Prineas, OAM
322pp
ISBN 978 1922 454133
Pub: Arcadia, North Melbourne, 2020
The ‘Wild Colonial Greeks’ described in this fascinating book were
not wild colonial boys – they just lived in wild places.
The author says ‘It’s hard to believe that no Greek – not even a
sailor – set foot in Australia until 41 years after the First Fleet’,
1829, when seven pirate-convicts arrived’. Through his diligent
research he identiﬁes a native of Corfu who arrived in 1823. By
around 1868 a visiting Greek Orthodox monk claimed to have
met 500 Greeks here, mostly in Sydney and Melbourne but also
scattered around the countryside.
Three phases of ‘Greekdom’ are described and the reader meets
ﬁve interesting men who arrived in the ‘George the Greek’ phase

Reviews by Patsy Daly, Tina Hocking, and Louise Wilson
2

3

in the mid-19th century. One had a long career as a publican in
Port Melbourne. Another practised as a doctor for a few years
from 1853 in Emerald Hill (South Melbourne) and then in the
Victorian, NSW and Queensland goldﬁelds until 1890. Early
Greek immigrants sometimes suffered hardships when the
‘Mediterranean temperament’ clashed with expected societal
norms not understood by the newcomers. But often on show was
deﬁnite prejudice, of the kind still seen in Australia with each new
wave of immigrants from a different place.
The author paints outback life vividly with sentences full of dry
wit, like ‘they negotiated the hundred miles and more of wheel ruts
that passed for roads’. He highlights some of the gruesome history
of, and treatments for, medical conditions and some distressing
interactions with the Aboriginal population.
This very readable book of Australian history has a readership well
beyond Australia’s Greek community. LW
3. The Ghost and the Bounty Hunter. William Buckley,
John Batman and the theft of the Kulin nation
Author: Adam Courtney
Paperback:
320pp
ISBN 9780 7333 40390
Publisher: Harper Collins, Sydney, 2020
e-book:
255pp
ISBN 9781 4607 11729
Publisher: ABC Books, 2020
Just months after Garry Linnell’s ‘Buckley’s Chance’ was published
came journalist and writer Adam Courtney’s account of the life of
escaped convict William Buckley, and his connection with John
Batman, reputed founder of Melbourne.
As with Linnell’s account, Courtney covers the early life of
William Buckley of Cheshire, his time in the British army ﬁghting
in the Napoleonic wars, his subsequent conviction for theft and
transportation to Australia in 1803. Following his absconding with
four companions from the Sullivan Bay settlement near present
day Sorrento, Buckley ventured into the bush, opting to remain
on the run as his fellow escapees turned back. A timely encounter
with the local natives, who took this ‘white giant’ who left large
footprints to be the ghost of one of their ancestors, was Buckley’s
salvation. In his thirty-two years living among the Wadawurrung
people, Buckley came to learn their language and customs, while
his own language became a distant memory. The day Buckley
walked out of the bush, making contact with John Batman’s men,
changed many lives forever, and not necessarily for the better.
Courtney explores John Batman’s beginnings in Paramatta as the
son of a convict, his involvement with the ‘roving parties’ rounding
up aboriginals in Tasmania, and his dubious treaty with the Kulin
tribes of the Port Phillip district, all of which go to depict this
historic character in a poor light. He moves on to a present-day
reassessment of Batman’s contribution to Melbourne, and perhaps a
righting of past wrongs, an example being the renaming the electoral
division of Batman after indigenous activist William Cooper.
In writing Buckley’s story Courtney has drawn heavily from ‘The
Life and Adventures of William Buckley’, a memoir ghost written
by John Morgan in 1852, supplemented with other contemporary
accounts and public records of the day.
Courtney adopts a more traditional writing style than Linnell,
which is likely to appeal to a wider readership. His account is
illustrated with a map showing the tribal lands of the Port Phillip
district, historic sketches and photos, and supported with a
bibliography of primary, secondary, and online sources. There is a
Table of Contents, but no index or endnotes. TH
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Anglesea & District History Society Inc
Ç PO Box 98, Anglesea VIC 3230
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~angen
Ararat Genealogical Society
Ç PO Box 103, Ararat VIC 3377
J Marion McAdie 03 5352 4199
¢ araratbooks@gmail.com
Ballarat & District Genealogical Society Inc
Ç PO Box 1809, Ballarat Mail Centre VIC 3354
J Carol Armstrong 03 5335 7630
¢ www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
Barham/Koondrook Genealogical Group
Ç PO Box 48, Barham NSW 2732
J Helen Hall 03 5453 2091
Benalla Family Research Group Inc
Ç PO Box 268, Benalla VIC 3671
J Wendy Webster 0427 664 271
¢ www.benallafamilyresearchgroup.org
Bendigo Regional Genealogical Society Inc
Ç PO Box 1049, Bendigo VIC 3552
¢ https://brgsbendigo.weebly.com
Clan MacMillan Society of Australia
¢ oreillykaye@gmail.com
¢ www.clanmacmillanaustralia.com.au
Clan MacNicol Society of Victoria Inc
Ç PO Box 386, Fairfield VIC 3078
J Beth Bell 03 9497 2934
Cobram Genealogical Group Inc
Ç PO Box 75, Cobram VIC 3644
JLiz Diamond 0438 652 201
Colac & District Family History Group Inc
Ç PO Box 219, Colac VIC 3250
J Colac History Centre 03 5231 5736
¢ www.colacfamilyhistory.org.au
Deniliquin Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 144, Deniliquin NSW 2710
JVal Hardman 03 5881 3980
¢ http://members.bordernet.com.au/denifhg
Descendants of Convicts Group Inc
ÇPO Box 229, Coldstream VIC 3770
JYvonne Bethell 03 9739 1427
¢www.docs.org.au
East Gippsland Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 1104, Bairnsdale VIC 3875
JTeresa Collis 03 5152 5590
¢www.egfhg.org.au
Echuca-Moama Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 707, Echuca VIC 3564
JBarbara Goldsmith 0467 066 593
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~emhist
Footscray Historical Society Inc
Ç66 Napier Street, Footscray VIC 3011
J03 9689 3820
¢foothist@bigpond.com
Geelong Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 1187, Geelong VIC 3220
JSusie Zada 0414 666 017
¢www.geelongfhg.com
Gisborne Genealogical Group Inc
ÇPO Box 818, Gisborne VIC 3437
JTricia McLay 0408 054 537
¢ www.ggg.org.au
Hamilton History Centre Inc
ÇPO Box 816, Hamilton VIC 3300
JHistory Centre 03 5572 4933
¢ www.hamiltonhistorycentre.org.au
Heyfield Family History Group
ÇPO Box 201 Heyfield VIC 3858
J03 5148 2100
¢ familyhistory@heyfield.net

Hotham History Project Inc
ÇC/- North Melbourne Library
66 Errol Street, North Melbourne VIC 3051
JMary Kehoe 03 9329 5814
¢ www.hothamhistory.org.au
Huguenot Society (Victorian Chapter)
Ç2/2B St Georges Road Toorak VIC 3142
JSue A’Beckett 0408 201 422
Jamieson & District Historical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 26, Jamieson VIC 3723
¢ www.jamiesoncommunity.wixsite.com/jdhs
¢ jamiesonmuseum@gmail.com
Kerang & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 325, Kerang VIC 3579
J Bev Nethercote 0447 304 667
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~kerangfh
Kyabram Regional Genealogical Society Inc
Ç34 Saunders Street, Kyabram VIC 3620
J Jennifer Cole 03 5860 6694
¢ jcole65@optusnet.com.au
Lakes Entrance Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 674, Lakes Entrance VIC 3909
J03 5155 3843
Lilydale & District Historical Resource Ctr Inc

JSue Thompson 0475 219 884
¢info@lilydalehistorical.com.au
Mansfield Family History Group Inc
JSheena Daykin 03 5775 1659
¢mansfieldfamilyhistory group@gmail.com
Maryborough Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 59, Maryborough VIC 3465
JHelen Ritchie 0409 611 170
¢www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmfhg2
Melton Family History Group Inc
ÇC/- Secretary, 7 Sutherland Avenue,
Melton South VIC 3338
JDeb Slattery 0409 306 640
¢ http://meltonfamilyhistory.org
Mid-Gippsland Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 767, Morwell VIC 3840
¢mgfhs.inc@gmail.com
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~mgfhs
Mildura & District Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 2895, Mildura VIC 3502
JKaylene Charles kckcpisces3@gmail.com
¢www.milduragenealogy.com.au
NarreWarren&DistrictFamilyHistory Grp Inc

Ç1/65 Berwick-Cranbourne Road,
Cranbourne VIC 3977
JEileen Durdin 0439 720 557
¢www.nwfhg.org.au
Nathalia Genealogical Group Inc
ÇPO Box 11, Nathalia VIC 3638
JLyn Franklin 03 5866 2543
¢lfranklin@bigpond.com
Ouyen District History & Genealogical Ctr
ÇBox 131, Ouyen VIC 3490
¢http://ouyen.vic.au/history
Phillip Island&District Genealogical Society Inc

Ç PO Box 821, Cowes VIC 3922
J Bob Hayes 0419 582 175
¢ piadgs@gmail.com
Port Fairy Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 253, Port Fairy VIC 3284
JIan Perry 0447 265 759
¢pfgenealogy@hotmail.com
Port Phillip Pioneers Group Inc
ÇC/- 55 Kerferd Street, Malvern East VIC 3145
JMarilla James 03 9500 8118
¢www.portphillippioneersgroup.org.au
Portland Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 409 Portland VIC 3350
JAnne Grant 03 5522 2266
¢historyhouse@glenelg.vic.gov.au

Prahan Mechanics Institute
Ç 39 St Edmonds Rd, Prahran VIC 3181
J03 9510 3393
¢www.pmi.net.au
Richmond & Burnley Historical Society Inc
Ç 3/415 Church Street, Richmond VIC 3121
J 03 9427 1800
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~rbhs
Sale & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 773, Sale VIC 3850
JHeather Pocknall 0428 411 603
Shepparton Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 1529, Shepparton VIC 3632
JGarry Wallden 03 5828 3236
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~shepfh
South Gippsland Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 395, Leongatha VIC 3953
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~sggs

Member Societies

GSV Member Societies

Further information on our Member Societies
can be found on the GSV website at
www.gsv.org.au/activities/member-societies-list
¢Website or email address ÇMailing Address JPhone

Southern Peninsula Family History Society Inc

ÇPO Box 2189, Port Phillip Plaza, Rosebud 3939
JAnnette Buckland 0402 858 878
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~spfhs
Stawell Biarri Group for Genealogy Inc

ÇPO Box 417, Stawell VIC 3380
¢www.stawellfamilyhistory.com.au
Sunbury Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 601, Sunbury VIC 3429
JCecil Clark 03 9744 1957
¢www.sunburyfhs.org.au
Swan Hill Genealogical & Historical Society Inc
Ç PO Box 1232, Swan Hill VIC 3585
J Steve Pentreath 0428 584 325
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~shghs
Terang & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 14, Terang VIC 3264
JBev Fleming 03 5595 4384
¢terangfhg@gmail.com
Toora & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 41, Toora VIC 3962
¢http://toora.org
Victorian GUM Inc
ÇSuite 4, 318 Stephensons Road
Mt Waverley VIC 3149
JOffice 03 9807 2509
¢www.vicgum.asn.au
Wangaratta Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 683, Wangaratta VIC 3676
JVal Brennan 03 5727 6229
¢www.wfhs.org.au
West Gippsland Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 225, Warragul VIC 3820
JBarbara Clayton 03 5611 3871
¢www.westgippslandgenealogy.com
Wimmera Association for Genealogy Inc
ÇPO Box 880, Horsham VIC 3402
JIan Rees 0429 953 054
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~wafg
Wodonga Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 289, Wodonga VIC 3689
JWendy Cooksey 02 6056 3220
¢http://wodongafamilyhistory.org
Wonthaggi Genealogy Inc
Ç23 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 3995
J03 5672 3803
¢secretary@wonthaggigenealogy.org.au
Yarrawonga Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 7, Yarrawonga VIC 3730
JJan Parker 03 5744 1460
¢www.yarrawongafamilyhistorygroupinc.com
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Integrating a family tree in your writing

by William Barlow,
billbarlow@bigpond.com

Often when reading a family history we ﬁnd
ourselves getting lost in the mix of family identities
and their relationships, especially when the
same ﬁrst name recurs over generations, as with
one of my families – James, James, James and …
William. In November last year, the GSV Writers
Circle considered how a family tree diagram can
be used to complement and enhance our family
history writing. Our members also shared on the
GSV online forum, membershelpmembers, the
approaches and techniques that they had used
to prepare ‘trees’ (Members can access these
comments on the website).

Is your ‘tree’ ﬁt for purpose?
Unless your ‘tree’ is intended to be a stand-alone
poster, what are the best ways to produce a
family ‘tree’ that will complement your text and
enhance your family story? A simple tale of one
or two characters will not need such a diagram.
But assuming that your story involves a number
of people in various relationships spread over
several generations, a tree diagram will greatly
assist our understanding. The beneﬁt of a ‘tree’
diagram over a descendancy chart is that it can be
seen as a whole. Many readers respond better to
a picture – hence the aphorism that ‘a picture is
worth a thousand words’.

Tools to prepare a ‘tree’
There are many software applications that can
be used to produce family ‘trees’. Most family
database programs have options for automatically
generating such diagrams. The best allow plenty of
ways to customise their templates. The advantage
of using database functions is in avoiding
transcription errors and keeping biographical
information consistent with the database.
The approaches used by GSV Writer members
ranged from scanning hand-drawn charts and
generating ‘trees’ using MS Word textboxes,
either from scratch or pre-made templates, to
snipping charts from Legacy (for PC) program
and automated charts from Ancestry.com,
Family Tree Maker, The Master Genealogist and
many other programs. The ‘trees’ that often
accompany our Ancestor articles are created
using Reunion (for Mac), see Ancestor 35 (2): 17
and 35 (4): 13 for examples.
Some members recommended Lucidchart for its
ability to relocate whole sections of the tree, for
DNA clusters for example. A summary of treemaking programs is given by Rachel Fountain in
FamilyTree Magazine online (see below).
As one member commented: ‘I’ve never seen a
good, readable story come out of family history
software, but I deﬁnitely think it can be very good
at charts’.

Start by looking critically at examples in books
and articles. You will notice many oddities and
traps to avoid – as well as some good approaches.
‘Trees’ are often simply appendices, others like
those in Kin by Nick Brodie act as keys to each
chapter. Others provide unintended fun in tracing
convoluted lines zig-zagging around boxes to join
up errant siblings or link second partners. The
generational strata get lost and they can be hard
to read if a large diagram has been reduced to ﬁt
the page.

Important things to consider
Does the ‘tree’ relate to the narrative?
The ‘tree’ should reﬂect the focus and range of the
story. Often family historians prepare a detailed
tree as part of their research, and after the text is
written it is simply added without enough thought
as to its suitability for the story being written.
New people should not appear in the tree
if not covered in the text. If the story traces
an individual’s forebears, an ancestor chart
branching back in time, from the bottom, would be
best. My story (Guilty and Lucky) is about a father
and his son, so an ‘hour-glass’ diagram is most
appropriate placing my subjects in the middle
of a diagram, fanning upwards and downwards.
Names in the tree should be consistent with the
text. Include any nickname that is used regularly.
If your story traces occupations or birthplaces,
it may be useful to include these on the tree. But
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don’t overcrowd the diagram: the details are in
the text, which the tree supports, not repeats.
Graphical design
The focus of the ‘tree’ is the relationships, not
the fullness of the data for each person. Visual
clarity of the relationships is paramount. Avoid
confusing marriage partners with siblings. The
diagram should be attractive. It should have a
logical layout. Some published ‘trees’ haphazardly
combine vertical and horizontal layouts, making it
a puzzle. For a softer look, use rounded rectangles
of consistent size and proportion, shadow
outlines, texture and shading. A main line of
descent described in the text might be highlighted.
Production parameters
The ‘tree’ has to be designed with the intended
page size and orientation in mind. ‘Trees’ are
often wider than they are high and this can be at
odds with a book or journal in portrait format.
In vertical ‘trees’ the number of ancestors
quickly doubles and the often, large numbers of
children make the base too wide to ﬁt across a
page. Experiment with narrower fonts, adjusted
line spacing and condensed letter spacing. But
reducing font size has limitations. To reduce
the width at the top, grandparent pairs can be
shown together in one box, and large numbers
of siblings can be listed vertically or grouped in
a box, rather than across one row. Sibling boxes
can be overlapped, stepping chronologically down
the page to minimise the ‘tree’ width. To test its
legibility, save the diagram as a PDF ﬁle and print
it at the actual book size.
‘Tree’ width is not such a problem if it is set at
right angles to the page (or if the book is landscape
format). But it is uncomfortable having to turn
books to look at diagrams and images, or worse,
having an image spread across two pages and
split by the binding. A fold-out ‘tree’ adds to
reproduction costs.

Some suggested guidelines
1. Is it to be a stand-alone ‘picture’ or is it to
support text? If it supports a history, try and
make sure everyone (within reason) in the
story makes it into the tree.
2. Decide on the focus and scope of your tree
to match your story. This may result in an
ascendancy, descendancy or an hour-glass form.
3. At the start, think about the limits of
reproducing it - a portrait or landscape
format? What page size? Will it be in-text, an
appendix, a frontispiece or even inside-cover
for easy referral?
4. How many generations? Nine or ten is not
impossible for an A4 page.
5. Decide how to distinguish spouses and
partners from siblings.
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Image: Example of a multiple-generation ‘hour-glass’ tree with many
siblings, readable on a B5 portrait book page (courtesy W. Barlow,
Guilty and Lucky, 2020)

6. Try to arrange all people in the same
generation in the same row or horizontal band.
A large number of siblings can quickly expand
the tree beyond your page width. Try changing
to a vertical stack of siblings with partners to
the side; a staggered, stepped array with sibling
boxes overlapping, or group them in a box.
7. Decide which biographical facts to include in
each box. Minimise to simplify.
8. Keep the relationship lines vertical and
horizontal and their starting points
consistent. Try not to have any bends or
elbows: it is not a maze.
9. Print it at actual ﬁnal size to test its legibility
10. Make it attractive and complementary in style.
A ‘picture is worth a thousand words’ and a welldesigned relationship diagram of the family is
worth at least that much, or more for a family
history.

Further Reading
Rachel Fountain, How to Print a family Tree
Poster to Enjoy and Share
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/
projects/how-to-print-family-tree/
(accessed 5 April 2021)
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Jottings

Jottings..

and library news

News from the 21 March Irish Genealogical Research
Society bulletin is that after six months offline, the
Glasnevin burial records database is accessible again,
allowing genealogists to search for ancestors in its
1.5million death and burial details covering ﬁve Dublin
cemeteries: Glasnevin, which opened in 1832 as Ireland’s
ﬁrst multi-denominational burial ground, Dardistown,
Goldenbridge, Newlands Cross, and Palmerstown. The
Glasnevin Trust has been officially rebranded as Dublin
Cemeteries Trust: https://www.dctrust.ie. The database
can be searched for free by name and approximate dates
(+/- 10 years), but to view details of individual search
results you need to set up an account and purchase credits.
The online Dictionary of Irish Biography (https://www.
dib.ie) from the Royal Irish Academy, is now free to
search and view. Researchers can browse by name for
individuals and contributors, or search by keywords such
as placenames, and use ﬁlters such as religions and ﬁeld of
recognition/career. The DIB was ﬁrst published in 2009
and now holds almost 11,000 biographies spanning 1,500
years of Irish history. The RIA describes it as telling ‘the
island’s life story through the biographies, at home and
overseas, of prominent men and women born in Ireland,
north and south, and the noteworthy Irish careers of
those born outside Ireland’. It doesn’t just feature Gaelic
or English aristocrats and political ﬁgures from down
the centuries. Its eclectic mix recalls entertainers, spies,
surgeons, folklorists, rakes and chancers, adventurers,
architects, rebels, historians, writers, athletes, artists,
merchants and geniuses.

Linley Hooper, FGSV

inmates, staff and suppliers. The collection description
is worth reading, especially if you haven’t previously
delved into Board of Guardians Minute Books. The Clare
records join Findmypast’s Workhouses and Poor Law
collection. Similar records are already available for counties
Donegal, Dublin, Galway, and Waterford, while Workhouse
Admission and Discharge Registers are also there for
Donegal, Dublin and Sligo. In total the Workhouses and
Poor Law collection holds more than 3.8million entries.
Findmypast now contains 249 record sets relating to
Ireland and remember that its indexes are free for all.
They also hold 329 record sets covering Scotland. For
comparison Ancestry has 222 record sets for Ireland
(although they do sneak in some questionable titles).
Remember that you can use both sites and several others
for free in the Society’s library.
Even if your ancestors have no association with far north
Queensland, it’s worth reading the newsletter Relatively
Speaking, from the Family History Association of Nth
Q’land, which is full of interesting snippets. The current
issue reminds us of the difference between a relict and a
widow, and explores the free worldwide newspaper site:
Elephind https://www.elephind.com.
If your ancestors died in the Shoalhaven (NSW)
district, Marianne Faull has a 3-page list of errors in
the NSW BDM Indexes relating to those buried in the
Bellawongah (KangarooMount) cemetery. See Time
Traveller 125 (Apr 2021).

Nine more Irish titles join the British Newspaper Archive.
The new additions, which are now available to search
at both the dedicated BNA website (free to use at the
GSV) and (if you have the right subscription) in the Irish
Newspaper Collection at Findmypast are: Bankrupt &
Insolvent Calendar, 1846-1866; Ulster Football and Cycling
News, 1889–96; Belfast Weekly Telegraph, 1872-1929; The
Fermanagh Times 1880-1927; Evening Irish Times 18801921; Cashel Gazette and Weekly Advertiser 1871-1893;
Mayo Examiner and West of Ireland Agricultural and
Commercial Reporter and Advertiser 1863-1903; Evening
News (Dublin) 1859–1864; Bassetts Chronicle: 1863-1885.

The Highland Family History Society 39:2 (Feb 2021)
provides ‘Notes on a few 17th century baptisms in
Dingwall’ which helps us to understand the writing,
contractions, etc, of the period, with emphasis on
illegitimacy and the need to read the Kirk Sessions
records (which are now online via ScotlandsPeople)
along with the parish registers. A previous issue 38:3
(May 2020) illustrates the value of exploring any court
cases in your ancestral area as the witnesses often gave
detailed information on their lives. The example used
was The Hon Archibald Fraser of Lovat Court Case of
1808 list of witnesses.

Findmypast continues developing its Irish collection with
four Clare Poor Law Unions Board of Guardians Minute
Books. The Books are from the Coroﬁn (1850-1922), Ennis
(1849-1877 with many gaps, and 1883-1922), Ennistymon
(1839- 924), and Kilrush (1848-1923) Poor Law Unions.
The Board of Guardians was responsible for distributing
relief to the completely destitute in each Union. Some
382,577 records have been extracted from them naming

A large proportion of the journals in our library now come
in electronic format. We continue to index our journals
(but help is always needed), so if you see an item in our
library catalogue, we can usually send a copy of the relevant
page(s) through our Quick Look-up service, which is free
for members. See our webpage under ‘Research Services’
for the relevant forms.
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Sausages and heritage databases
by John Grenham
https://www.johngrenham.com/blog/2021/03/16/
sausages-and-heritage-databases
John has just added another map service to his Irish
ancestors’ website. Using both Ancestry and Findmypast
Roman Catholic parish transcripts he has created a
dynamic map displaying the number of marriages in each
parish. One difference from his other maps is that you can
now actually search for marriages between two families
and then go to the full records. It’s also now possible to
browse the record listings for any of the parishes and then
jump to marriage (or baptism) transcripts for the surname.
Canvas Town: ‘a floating city, devoured by the sun’
by Sarah Matthews
https://blogs.slv.vic.gov.au/our-stories/canvas-towna-floating-city-devoured-by-the-sun
Sarah describes how in November 1852 a canvas town
sprung up near Princes Bridge to accommodate people
on their way to the goldﬁelds. In this blog she uses State
Library resources to tell her story. This story includes
illustrations by S T Gill, Antoine Fauchery, Edmund
Thomas and A H Kenyon; a description of eye-witness
accounts from publications such as The Argus, The Banner
and Victoria Government Gazette; and a canvas town
YouTube video.
Cyndi’s List Turns 25 Today!
by Cari Taplin
https://genealogypants.com/2021/03/04/cyndis-listturns-25-today
When Cyndi’s List (www.cyndislist.com) celebrated 25
years on 4 March 2021 there were numerous well-deserved
congratulations. What I particularly like about this blog
is it asks ‘why should you use Cyndi’s list when you can
simply use Google these days?’ Finally, she has two special
requests to genealogists.
More about Scotland’s kirk session register
by Chris Paton
https://scottishgenes.blogspot.com/2021/03/moreabout-scotlands-kirk-session.html
In March, ScotlandsPeople (www.scotlandspeople.gov.
uk) announced that they have added the ﬁrst tranche of the
historic records from Scotland’s kirk sessions and that they
are free to browse. In this blog Chris provides a number of
links to assist you in using this valuable resource.
Making the census happen
by Anna Maria Barry
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/making-thecensus-happen
Anna has written an informative blog on how the datagathering exercise to record details of the United Kingdom
populations happens. She focuses on how the census

Meg Bate

Blogging

Blogging with Meg

taking system has changed and evolved over the years since
the ﬁrst census of 1801 to the most recent taken in 2011.
There is also an interesting section in this blog on how the
government advertises and promotes the census.
The Streetscapes of Marvellous Melbourne
by Matthew Jones
https://www.nla.gov.au/stories/blog/behind-thescenes/2020/12/11/the-streetscapes-of-marvellousmelbourne
Here Matthew, the curator of the exhibition Australian
dreams: picturing our built world, looks at Melbourne and
150 years of streetscapess featuring the Royal Arcade,
Sidney Myer Music Bowl, Flinders Street Railway Station,
Victorian terraces, and more.
South African Passenger Lists Online
by Sue McNelly
https://kindredpast.com/2021/02/22/south-africanpassenger-lists-online
One of Sue’s specialties is South African research. In this
blog she provides various resources available to assist you
in locating South African passenger records. She notes
that passenger lists for travelling to South Africa do exist
but they are not complete, most are not indexed and are
scattered across various repositories. She then lists the
passenger records that are available in FamilySearch,
Ancestry, Findmypast and other websites.
Old Map Collections That Every Family Historian
Should Know About
by Bridget M Sunderlin
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogyresources/old-maps
Bridget has listed 12 online map collections that are
available that can enhance your research. Sites mentioned
are the David Rumsey Collection which has a map
collection exceeding 150,000 from all parts of the world;
the Geacron Project, an interactive world history atlas
displaying changing borders across history. She is based in
the USA and the article has a bias in that direction, though
I am sure you will ﬁnd something useful here.
Landed estates court rentals
by Donna Moughty
https://www.irishfamilyroots.com/post/landedestates-court-rentals
If you are researching Ireland then don’t forget to check
the Landed Estates Court records. This blog provides you
with background information and hints on how to research
them. By the end of the famine many of the estates in
Ireland were bankrupt. However, these estates could not
be easily sold because they were entailed. In 1849 the
Encumbered Estates Court was set up to assist with the
sale of bankrupted estates.
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News from Public Record Office Victoria
From Tara Oldﬁeld
For further information visit www.prov.vic.gov.au.

Entries now open for the Victorian
Community History Awards
The Victorian Community History Awards are
presented by Public Record Office Victoria and the
Royal Historical Society of Victoria to recognise
the work of individuals and organisations that
preserve and share Victoria’s history.
Entries for 2021 are now open!
The 2021 award categories include:
• Victorian Premier's History Award ($5000
prize)
• Collaborative Community History Award
($2000)
• Local History Project Award ($2000)
• History Publication Award ($2000)
• Local History - Small Publication Award
(1500)
• Community Diversity Award ($1500)
• Digital Storytelling Award ($1500)
• Historical Interpretation Award ($1500)
• Oral History Award presented in collaboration
with Oral History Victoria ($1500)
• History Article Award ($500)
Visit our website www.prov.vic.gov.au for more
information.

Provenance
Provenance is Public Record Office Victoria’s
free annual online journal featuring peerreviewed and forum articles. The in-depth
research behind each article draws primarily
on records from PROV’s diverse collection.
Have you used PROV records in your research?
Want to write about it for Provenance? If you’re
interested in submitting to Provenance, or
have any questions, please contact the editor at
provenance@prov.vic.gov.au.

Image: The 2020 Premier’s History Award winner,
Amanda Scardamaglia with her award winning book
and trophy

• View thumbnails as you search making digital
records easier to ﬁnd and download.
• Filter search results by multiple options (date,
series, keyword) at the same time.
• Select records as you search.
• Order digital copies directly from the item
page without needing to ﬁll out a separate
form.
• Access your own personal Dashboard which
will display your past and future orders, pick
up and viewing times and links to digital
copies.
• Looking for an old order? The Dashboard
search bar will make this easier allowing you
to quickly reference or re-order records you’ve
previously ordered.

Tune into YouTube
Website changes
Improvements are coming! We are launching
our new search and online ordering system very
soon, which will make ordering and managing
your record and copy requests a whole lot easier.
Stay tuned for updates and launch date, and get
ready to:

Learn more about the architecture of Howard
Lawson or the history of nursing in Victoria,
preview some of PROV’s online tools or tour the
archives all from the comfort of your own home!
In the past year we have added a range of new
videos to our YouTube page ready for you to enjoy.
Visit youtube.com/user/PROVchannel .
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Royal Historical Society of Victoria
For more information, visit www.historyvictoria.org.au
From Cheryl Griffin, RHSV volunteer

RHSV’s latest exhibition: Tales from the MacRobertson International Air Races
Where:
RHSV Gallery Downstairs,
239 A’Beckett Street, Melbourne
When:
Mon–Fri, 9am–5pm through to mid-September
Curators:
Noel Jackling, David Thompson, and
John McCulloch

7ƚƥƞƬƟƫƨƦƭơƞ
0ƚƜ5ƨƛƞƫƭƬƨƧ,ƧƭƞƫƧƚƭƢƨƧƚƥ
$Ƣƫ5ƚƜƞƬ

To celebrate Victoria’s centenary in 1934,
Macpherson Robertson (well known
philanthropist, businessman and he of Cherry
Ripe fame) sponsored a great air race from
London to Melbourne. The twenty entrants left
London in October 1934, destined for the ﬁnish
line at Flemington. Only twelve aircraft made it,
the winning British team arriving in just under
three days. The last plane arrived in February
1935, four months later.
This RHSV exhibition takes a close look at the
entrants in what were actually two races – a speed
race and a handicap race. The stories are full of
the romance of the skies and derring-do worthy of
Biggles himself.
A particularly spectacular story is that of the
second place getter, the Dutch plane Uiver, which
made an emergency landing in Albury during a
wild storm, helped by locals who used the town’s
lights to ﬂash out the name of the town in morse
code while others lit the make-shift airﬁeld (the
race-track) with car headlights to guide the plane
to safety.
One of the more unusual stories is that of
Harold Brook, an inexperienced pilot who was
accompanied by a paying passenger – 28 year
old Ella Lay, who knitted her way to Australia,
remained here and enlisted in the Australian
Army Nursing Service during World War 2.
Then there was the youngest pilot and one of the
few Australians, 21 year old C.J. (Jimmy) Melrose,
whose aircraft was named My Hildegarde after his
mother who had funded him.

&ƮƫƚƭƨƫƬ
1ƨƞƥ-ƚƜƤƥƢƧƠ
'ƚƯƢƝ7ơƨƦƩƬƨƧ
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Image: Poster for the exhibition, Tales from the MacRobertson
International Air Races.

And, of course, there were those who didn’t
make it. Australian pioneer aviator Horrie Miller
engaged James Wood and Don Bennett to ﬂy the
race but they came unstuck in Aleppo. As Bennett
told the story in his autobiography, they ‘… hit the
ground with a fair wallop and the undercarriage
collapsed; down she went and the nose went in
as we whipped over on our back. I was in the tail
of the machine and my velocity from one end of
the cabin to the other was remarkable. Even more
astounding was the degree of “concertina-ing” of
my body which took place at the far end.’ That was
the end of their race.
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About the GSV

The
Genealogical
Society of
Victoria Inc

Level 1, 10 Queen Street,
Melbourne, Victoria, 3000
Australia
Web
www.gsv.org.au
Email
gsv@gsv.org.au
Phone
03 9662 4455
ABN
86 947 919 608
Reg No.
A0022763D

About the GSV
Membership Options

A$

Joining fee (Australia/international)

Why become a member of the GSV?
Tracing your family tree is one of the world’s most popular
pastimes. The Genealogical Society of Victoria is a
leading Australian family history society and exists to assist
members in tracing their ancestors and to promote the study
of genealogy.
At our centrally located Research & Education Centre in
Melbourne you can work with our experienced volunteer
research assistants. With their guidance, you can efficiently
organise and record the family information you already hold.
Then you can investigate our many resources and background
information to conﬁrm the facts and ﬁll in the gaps.

Annual Membership
One person (Australia/international)
105.00/125.00
Two, same address (Australia/international) 150.00/180.00
Three, same address(Australia/international) 210.00/230.00
18—25 year-old Next Generation Genie
50.00
Ancestor only
Australia (no joining fee)
International (no joining fee)

• Access to research assistants – friendly volunteers
trained to help with library resources
• Access to our comprehensive library collection
of family history records not available in commercial
databases. It includes indexes, books, family histories,
digital resources and unpublished material. Members may
also bring a friend for one visit a year
• Access to commercial databases within our library:
Ancestry, Findmypast, TheGenealogist, British Newspaper
Archive, MyHeritage, Biographical Database of Australia
• Login from home and access to parts of our collection,
including the library catalogue, the Genealogical Index of
Names (GIN), cemeteries database and guided research
• Our quarterly award-winning journal, Ancestor
• Regular online blog ‘Family History matters’, Facebook
and social media groups
• Discounted or free events: orientation, training courses
and classes, seminars, library research days and talks

70.00
90.00
130.00

Member Societies

Day Visitor
Full day with free Library access
*30.00
* Fee rebatable against membership fee, within 14 days.

Enjoy socialising with people who have like-minded interest
in the people and circumstances in the past.

Membership Beneﬁts include:

20.00/20.00

Library Hours
Monday
Tuesday to Friday
Saturday

Closed
10.00am — 4.00pm
Closed

Office Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am — 4.00pm
Saturday
Closed
Please check the website for updates

Patron
The Honourable Linda Dessau, AC
Governor of Victoria
Honorary Office Bearers and Councillors
President
Vice Presidents

Jenny Redman
Penny Wolf
Peter Johnston

Secretary

Vicki Montgomery FGSV

Treasurer

Stephen Hawke

Council

Janne Bonnett

• Special Interest Groups and Discussion Circles

Angela Collier-Gioulekas

• Online Forum ‘members help members’ for sharing
research queries and experience with other members

David Down

• Over 170 webcasts on subjects of interest to genealogists,
viewable from home

Martin Lock

• Quick Lookups – free for members

Brian Reid

Claire Johnson FGSV
Margaret McLaren
Michael Rumpff

• Discounts on extended research services and
education events

Cherilyn Tillman

• Free annual research query (up to 2 hours) for distant
members (over 100km from Melbourne)

Staff
Library Manager

Linley Hooper FGSV

• Reciprocal rights with other major societies in Australia
and New Zealand

Assistant Library Manager

Meg Bate

Office Administrator

Linda Farrow

• Save $108 on Findmypast annual world subscription
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Self Help Guide

Free Quick Lookup

General Register Office (GRO)
certiﬁcates

There is a free eResearch service for a library lookup or
research advice taking up to 30 minutes for members who
cannot visit the library. Replies are by email but if prints are
required a cost estimate will be given. Members may send in
one eResearch query at a time. Another may be submitted
after receipt of results.
To submit a request by email, see the Research & Resources
page online at www.gsv.org.au/research/researchservices.html .
To submit a request by mail, download and complete the
Postal Research Request Form located on the website, or
collect one from the GSV. Submit with a SSAE. Prints are
$0.25 per A4 page – a quotation can be provided on request if
an additional SSAE is provided.

Extended Research

England and Wales birth, death and marriage certiﬁcates,
births and deaths at sea and events registered with UK
Consuls and armed services personnel may be purchased
online: www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/
indexes_search.asp

Scottish birth, death and marriage
certiﬁcates
Images of Statutory (civil) registrations may be purchased
online. Church registers, census records, divorce records
and wills are also available: www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
To learn more you may like to attend the monthly class on
ScotlandsPeople. Check the GSV website or ‘What’s On’
pages in future issues of Ancestor.

The Research Team at the GSV can spend time researching
a family or topic of your choice.
Per hour: Members $30.00 / Non-members $50.00 pre
paid. Includes limited copying and postal charges.
Members residing more than 100 km from Melbourne are
offered one annual session of complimentary research
taking up to two hours.

England and Wales Wills and Probate

Getting Started Consultations

If you have any queries or need some help in using these
websites ask for some assistance in the library.

Members may book a free half hour ‘getting started’
consultation. Please email Linley Hooper, our Library
Manager, at libraryadmin@gsv.org.au with a preferred
time and date.

Research Services

Research Services

Wills and probate may be searched and ordered for people
who died in or after 1858 to current times. A ‘grant of
representation’ gives someone the legal right to deal with a
deceased person’s estate but not all grants of representation
contain a will: www.gov.uk/search-will-probate

Consultations
Stuck with your research? Arrange a consultation in our
library with a member of the research team.
Consultations are for one hour.
Members $30.00 / Non-members $50.00

Transcriptions and Latin Translations
Early documents such as wills, deeds and marriage licences
can be transcribed.
Per hour: Members $30.00 / Non-members $50.00

Victorian Probate Papers post 1925
Researchers will obtain copies from Public Records Office
Victoria (PROV).
Members: $50.00 / Non-members: $75.00

Other Public Records
Researchers will obtain copies from Public Record Office
Victoria (PROV) where speciﬁc reference [VPRS/Unit etc]
is provided.
Per hour: Members: $60.00 / Non-members $85.00
Further information about our Research services
will be found on our website www.gsv.org.au/researchservices. Contact research@gsv.org.au if you need
specific guidance.
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News

News
Coromandelians

Jane Hansen Prize for History Advocacy

Brian Stace and Bill Othams co-authored Coromandelians:
South Australian Pioneers of the Coromandel. It tells the
story of a ship called the Coromandel, which brought some
of the ﬁrst European settlers to South Australia (SA) in
1836-1837. There were 156 passengers, 144 of whom were
free passage emigrants or their children, whose passage was
paid for by the SA Colonisation Commissioners. Many of
the Coromandel settlers did pass through or die in Victoria.

This new Prize recognises the efforts of a group or individual
that has advocated for the value of history, the work of
historians and/or the importance of a history education.

Bill Othams will be pleased to provide further information
about any of these people to anyone who is interested,
and even more pleased to hear from anybody who can tell
him anything further about them. His email address is
bill.othams@bigpond.com. Anybody wishing to buy the
book should contact the Pioneers Association of South
Australia (PASA).
The information that they accumulated on the Coromandel
and its passengers, which could not be ﬁtted into their book
(562 pages), has been made available as notes (475 pages)
on the public access section of the PASA web-site:
http://pioneerssa.org.au.

Nominations are now open, and it is planned to announce
the inaugural winner in conjunction with the Annual
Lecture of the History Council of Victoria in October.
For more information and to download an entry form:
https://www.historycouncilvic.org.au/jane_hansen_
prize_for_history_advocacy

Agora: ‘Women in History’ edition
The latest issue of Agora has now been published by the
History Teachers’ Association of Victoria. It explores the
theme ‘Women in History’, with proﬁles on the ju-jitsu
suffragettes, the working women of WWII, indigenous
activists, Australia's ‘brazen hussies’ and ‘women of steel’,
Cold War dissidents, ancient oracles and Viking queens,
as well as exploring issues such as Wikipedia’s gender bias.
The issue is available from: https://www.htavshop.com.
au/product/agora-1-2021

FAHS Merit Awards
Surnames: Aarons, Barnes, Black, Boots, Botting, Boyett,
Breach, Brennan, Catt, Ceaser, Chambers, Chesser, Clay,
Cosstick, Cotter, Dunn, Ellis, French, Fry, Hamilton,
Hayes, Hayford, Heberle, Henderson, Hobbs, Hollamby,
Horsell, Hyde, Jones, Keefe, Levy, Lewis, Mackereth,
Menge, Meyer, Middleton, Neale, Nichols, O’Brien,
O’Keefe, Parsons, Pearce, Rison, Roff(e), Ryan, Schmidt,
Simons, Stuart, Sturt, Wallis, Watts, Way, Wheal, Wheland,
Whistle, Whiteley, Wiggins, Wilkey, Wiseman

A Federation of Australian Historical Societies Merit
Award is recognition of a meritorious contribution to the
community history and heritage movement nationally
and/or in more than one State or territory and/or a
contribution at State/territory level which has had
national implications.
Nominations for FAHS Merit Awards for 2021 close on 30
June 2021. For further details: https://www.history.org.
au/merit-award

Suffolk Link
I am a member of the Suffolk Family History Society,
and have spotted an Australian posting on Ancestry for a
Victoria family for which I could supply information about
this family's Suffolk roots. Information offered: Samuel
Jeremiah Fenton and his nephew Samuel Orbell Evered
both left Suffolk, England for Melbourne in the nineteenth
century. I have a body of material covering four centuries
relating to their Suffolk history, which I am happy to share.
My postal address is: 281 Surbiton Hill Park, SURBITON,
KT5 8EN, UK. Email: patricia.neville@outlook.com.
I am happy to communicate with any interested party by
email. Patricia Neville (nee Fenton)

State of Heritage Review

Queensland Aboriginal Workers

See the following link https://blueshieldaustralia.org.
au/resources/flood-recovery. It covers information
on methods from the Australian Institute for the
Conservation of Cultural Materials. This AICCM webpage
includes a video on salvaging water damaged books,
and a list of resources about recovering ﬂood damaged
collections. Further information is available on this subject
from the National Archives of Australia, the National Film
and Sound Archive and the State Library of Queensland.

Professor Ann McGrath AM, Professor Kay Saunders AO
and Dr Jackie Huggins AM have launched a new edition of
their co-edited volume Aboriginal Workers, ﬁrst published
by Labour History in 1995. The book was launched by
the Minister for Communities and Housing, Minister
for Digital Economy and Minister for the Arts, the Hon.
Leeanne Enoch MP, at the RHSQ’s Commissariat Store
Museum in Brisbane recently.

The History Council of Victoria recently announced the
release of a new report examining local heritage protection
across the State. The report details the ﬁndings from
the Heritage Council review of heritage practices and
management at the local level in Victoria. The report can
be accessed with the following link:
https://heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/wp-content/
uploads/2020/12/HCV-StateofHeritageReviewLocalHeritageReport2020.pdf

Salvaging and recovering water-damaged
collections
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GSV 2021 Writing Prize
The GSV is pleased to announce details of its 2021
Writing Competition.

Purpose of the Prize
•
•
•

to encourage the writing of family history
to provide an opportunity for recognition and
publication
to publish the winner as an example of quality
family history writing

Eligibility
The competition is open to GSV Members and all
members of GSV Member Societies. Individuals may
only submit one entry.
Members of the Ancestor Editorial Team, the judges,
GSV staff and the winner of the previous year’s prize are
not eligible to enter.

Announcement and Publication
The winner will be announced at the GSV’s Annual
General Meeting in October and the winning article
will be published in the December 2021 issue of
Ancestor magazine.
At the judges’ discretion, one or more of the submitted
entries may be published in subsequent editions.

Conditions of Entry
The article should:
• have a family history/genealogy theme
• be the author’s own original work
• not have been previously published in any
format, or be under consideration or accepted for
publication by any other publication
• be between 1200 and 2400 words (not including
title, image captions, endnotes and sources)
• contain appropriate citations of sources
• a separate bibliography is not required
Accompanying images are desirable but are not part of
the judging criteria. Up to four high resolution images
(minimum 300dpi) may be submitted. Images must
be in public domain, or the author’s own, or have the
owner’s permission to publish. Please see the advice on
the Ancestor Journal tab under ‘Submit an Article – the
Submission of Images.’

Judging
The winning article will be that which, in the opinion
of the judges, is the most interesting, well-written and
researched, and appropriately referenced.
Entries will be judged anonymously by a panel
consisting of:

•
•

three members of the Ancestor Editorial Team
the President (or a past or present member of
Council nominated by the President, who is not a
member of the Editorial Team or the Writers Circle)
• one other judge who is not a member of the Ancestor
Editorial Team, the GSV Council, or the GSV
Writers Circle
The judges reserve the right not to award the prize if the
entries are not considered to be of sufficient merit, or
there are insufficient entries.
The decision of the judges is ﬁnal and no
correspondence will be entered into.

How to enter
Submit your article as a Word document by email
to writingprize@gsv.org.au, or on USB to the front
desk at the GSV. Use a plain font, preferably Times New
Roman, 12 point. Number your pages and include the
title in a header. Do not put your name on the pages of
the article, but include a separate cover page with your
name and other details (see below). Do not include
images with the text but send them in separate jpg or tiff
ﬁles scanned at a minimum of 300 dpi. Include the title
of the article and a caption for each image. Hard copy
will not be accepted. As the USBs will not be returned,
please be sure to retain a copy.

Closing Date
The closing date is 4.00 pm on Friday 27 August
2021 and articles received after this time will not be
considered.
The cover page should include:
• Author’s given name and surname
• Email address
• Telephone number
• GSV member number or name of GSV Member
Society and membership number of that society
• Title of article
• Word length
• Declaration that it is the author’s own original
work and has not been previously published in
any format and is not under consideration by any
other publication
• Captions for images supplied
• Declaration regarding the images – in public
domain, or the author’s own, or by whose
permission they can be published.
• Permission to publish the article and the images
in Ancestor
• Permission to publish the author’s email address 

Thanks, ThomasCromwell
by Barbara Beaumont
He was not popular in his lifetime, and history
has given him a bad rap, but we genealogists
have cause to be grateful to Thomas Cromwell.
In his role as Lord Privy Seal and Vice-Regent
to Henry VIII, he instigated the system of parish
records for England and Wales that, with various
refinements over the ages, continued until civil
registration began in 1837.
Prior to 1538 there was no system of recording
these vital records. Four years after the
establishment of the Church of England in 1534,
all parishes were ordered to keep records of
baptisms, marriages and burials taking place
in their church or chapel, and to keep these in
a secure coffer under lock and key. In 1555
Cardinal Pole added the requirement that the
names of godfathers and godmothers be added
to the register of baptisms.
Queen Elizabeth I reinforced Cromwell’s system
in 1558, but in 1597 a significant advance
took place. The records had to be recorded on
parchment, which was more durable than paper,
and a copy had to be sent to the Bishop each
year (now referred to as Bishop’s Transcripts).
In 1598 it was further ordered that records that
had been written on paper earlier in the queen’s
reign were to be copied on to parchment. Thus
we have some records dating back to this
period, however not all of the early records
survive; those that do are often lacking in detail,
and may be written in Latin.

Barbara can be contacted at
barbarabeaumont@bigpond.com

The Civil War and the Commonwealth (16421660) are a stumbling block for genealogists,
as in most cases church registers ceased to
be compiled. Following the restoration of the
monarchy in 1660 the old system of parish
records was reinstated.
The next significant development was
Hardwicke’s Marriage Act of 1754, which
introduced Banns and licences, and required
standardised forms for marriages, including
the names of witnesses. Standardised forms
for baptisms and burials were introduced in
1813. Baptisms recorded the names of both
parents, the father’s occupation, and the place
of residence of the parents. Burials only required
the name, age and place of residence of the
deceased. Finally in 1837 civil registration
began, which recorded births, marriages and
deaths rather than baptisms, marriages and
burials.
Image: Detail from Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex after
Hans Holbein the Younger oil on panel, early 17th century,
based on a work of 1532-1533 NPG 1727
© National Portrait Gallery, London

