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FRONT COVER:
Vale - Val Asche
(Dr Leila Valerie Asche AM)
6th February 1927 – 27 August 2019

It was with sadness that our Members learnt of the death of Val Asche wife of our Patron Austin
Asche (Hon. Austin Asche AC QC).

Val was a dedicated family historian who left no stone unturned in her quest for facts and those
vital pieces of information not only for her family history. She was associated with numerous organizations in the Territory and gave many volunteer hours and significant help to us all.
Val was an enthusiastic contributor of stories to our journal Progenitor. She will be sadly missed.
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CLARRIE THOMAS
occasionally known as Ernest Thomas

June Tomlinson

My Grandmother always said you can pick your friends but you cannot pick your relatives you
are stuck with them and you have to accept them. How true. I never met Clarrie he died six
years before I was born but through my mother’s stories Clarrie has been in my life a very long
time. I had my doubts about these stories, I thought surely not. My other thoughts were how do I
know all these stories are true, or is it just some of it? All of it was true. Trove, State and National Archives and that wonderful set of CDs called the Police Gazettes slowly revealed all and not
just about Clarrie, yes I have found the full variety but this is my family.
My biggest regret is in doubting my mother, how I wish that I could have shared with her what I
now know about her family and not just Clarrie. My mother was very proud of her Grandparents
and their Irish heritage.
Denis Hinchey was the Great Grandfather of Clarence aka Clarrie Henry John Thomas , whereas
Denis was my Great Great Grandfather. My relationship to Clarrie is 2 nd cousin once removed.
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Some background
Clarrie is from my mother’s Hinchey line. My mother said “he was shot in Pitt Street in a gun battle”. I read in Trove didn’t have time to use his gun. When you read the newspaper reports on
his death, he was in Pitt Street Sydney just before he was shot. I never could get my head
around the various stories of Clarrie and I often wondered why he would want to be associated
with people of the Sydney’s underworld. I thought he would have constantly been looking over
his shoulder just in case someone was after him. They were, I have read time and again that he
was just a “bad person”.
My Maternal Grandmother Laura married into the Hinchey family, she often said she didn’t like
her own family so I suppose that could have contributed to the close relationships she had with
all of the Hinchey family. Grandma would often tell me stories about the Hinchey line, another
one of my regrets for not listening more closely as who was who. Grandma would always be taking my sister and I to visit the Hinchey family whether they were alive or in cemeteries. It didn’t
matter what the distance was we travelled on trams to all sorts of places and when a train was
available we would sit back and enjoy the view of the country side we passed through. We always got as close as we could to where we were going and then we would all walk holding hands
and Grandma telling us stories about the relatives we were about to visit.
Clarrie’s Grandmother was Honora Hinchey from Ballyea, near Ennis in County Clare Ireland, her
daughter Mary Agnes nee Guimerans later Barden and late Thomas, was Clarrie’s mother. Over
the years Mary lived in various suburbs of Sydney and then in later years she lived in Warrimoo,
her daughter Elsie also lived with her, and this horrible boy who my sister and I always hoped
that he had disappeared under the floor boards somehow. I cannot remember his relationship to
us unfortunately there was one. If we stayed a couple of days in Warrimoo he made our life hell
but always behind the adult’s back. The face of innocence.
Clarrie’s War Service
I recently read an article through Google about Clarrie Thomas, the story said he was the youngest person to go to WWI at 14. Yes he did join at 14 years and 7 months, but he was discharged
14 days later. The reason for the discharge was “it was unlikely he would become an efficient
solider”. He was attached to B Company 1st Battalion at Cootamundra. It should have been obvious that Clarrie was not the 18 years and 2 months old he had stated on his form. Clarrie was
born on the 08 October 1901, at the time of his birth his parents lived at St Peters a suburb in
Sydney.
On 29 May 1916 Clarrie signed an AIF enlistment form, he stated he was 18 years and 2 months
he also stated that his brother Frederick William Thomas (his correct name was William Frederick
Thomas), of 23 Renwick Street Erskineville was his next of kin. Clarrie’s occupation was stated
as Packer. Clarrie also stated his mother and father were dead, this was not true. He was 5’ 4”,
weighed 102 lbs and had a chest measurement of 30.33” someone was not looking at the person
making the application, I doubt if he was even shaving by then.
To the question “Do you now belong to, or have you ever served in, His Majesty’s Army, the Marines, the Militia, The Militia Reserve, the Territorial Force, Royal Navy or Colonial forces? If so
state which and if not now serving state cause of discharge”. Clarrie stated Yes compulsory
training 4 years. Who was he kidding?
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To the question have you ever been rejected from His Majesty’s Service. If so on what grounds?
Clarrie replied Yes chest measurement one month ago. From this I am thinking he might
have tried some of the other Units mention in the question but was rejected. Now based on what
I know about Clarrie he was just not truthful. Tell them anything to get what you want!
Prior to his second attempt to enlist in the AIF Clarrie was in troube with the Law. In November
1917 he was charged with Riotous behaviour, he received a ten shilling fine or 3 days, he was
able to pay his fine, he was also charged with assaulting Police and given 7 days or he could pay
a fine of 25 shillings and three pence, again he paid the fine. These records are only for Long
Bay Gaol.
On 24 April 1917 Clarrie again joins the AIF Service number N37892, he incorrectly states his
age as 18 years 5/12, it is 11 months since his last application and he has aged 3 months! His
occupation was changed to Carter.
Clarrie gave his mother as his next of kin, that has been crossed through and the name of his father was given, this contradicted his 1916 application where he wrote “father dead, mother dead”.
Clarrie’s behaviour at the commencement of his service, on board ship and overseas showed a
disregard for rules and discipline, and when he was charged and given a punishment most times
this was ignored and then he suffered further loss of pay.
There was a theme running through his file “Conduct to the prejudice of the good order and military discipline in that he failed to report to the AIF” Other punishments has the words
“neglecting to carry out an order” and “neglecting to obey a lawful command”,
In Egypt like some others, he failed to returned to “ship” on time and lost pay. This was no deterrent, there were other instances where he was fined and punished.
At the end of 1918 he received 7 days because his conduct prejudiced of good order and military
discipline in that he failed to report to the AIF.
At the beginning of 1919 he received the loss of 7 days pay and then almost immediately the loss
of 8 days pay.

On the 14 May 1919 Clarrie was charged with stealing with violence from an inhabitant of the
country (Egypt) in which he was serving, and (2) Disobeying “Routine Orders”. At his Court Martial he was found guilty of both charges and sentenced to 18 months Institutional Hard Labour.
He was returned to Australia and discharged. He served his 18 months Hard Labour in Long
Bay Prison at Matraville NSW.
The three World War 1 medals are stamped in his file – “Automatically forfeits Boards Proceedings” and then written are the words “not eligible for war medals”. He served with the 7th Light
Horse and the 2nd Light Horse then back to the 7th Light Horse, he spent most of his time in Egypt
and at the end of 1918 for a very short time he was at the Dardanelles and Gallipoli, then back to
Egypt.
When Clarrie was released from prison, you could expect the experiences in WWI, besides his
criminal history there and his time in prison probably cemented his path to crime. Clarrie’s
height was now 5’11 ¾” and he weight about 180 lbs, he was a man who used his hands as
weapons and he was not opposed to using a gun.
Clarrie’s short life of crime
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I have three of his prison papers from Long Bay Gaol, offences include indecent language, assault, malicious damage to property, assault occasioning actual body harm, maliciously wounding. common assault, steal in a dwelling, riotous, assaulting police, stealing, bound over to come
up for sentence as time within 2 years. Some of these offences were committed over and over.

Clarrie’s marks and special feature:- a large nose, ship, heart and ribbon with MOTHER thereon
above EGYPT outside right upper arm, head of an Indian girl outside right forearm, scar inside
right forearm
Researching in Police Gazettes is not necessarily about criminals, there is a variety of information available that researchers will not find elsewhere. Information includes court lists, the victims names, lists of warrants issued, Police appointments and changes in the Police Service, information on the arresting Police Officer, lists of Justices of the Peace, lists of arrests and discharges and descriptions, escaped prisoners, and missing persons as well as notices of liquor,
wine sellers, tobacco sellers, auctioneers and billiard licences, complaints to the Police on a variety of issues, residents reporting lost property and accidents and the list goes on.
Look beyond the index to the attached document itself, for instance in Clarrie’s case, he was
listed under Apprehensions in the NSW Police Gazette for 16 June 1920 Clarence Henry John
Thomas (18) charged with assaulting Ignatius McGuirk there occasioning to him actual bodily
harm, has been arrested by Constable McNeill and Clark Sydney Police, committed for trial at
Quarter Sessions, Bail allowed.
One newspaper report concerned the marriage of Clarrie to Gertrude Pearl Dawson on the 27
July 1937, the article said the Rev. Albert Morris (Chaplain from Long Bay Gaol) was the officiating Minister. The newspaper article indicated the marriage to Gertrude took place in Long Bay
Goal. The Marriage Certificate states the Parramatta Methodist Church. Clarrie was still in prison
on the date of this marriage, he was however allowed leave to marry in the Methodist Church at
Parramatta, he was returned to gaol and a few days later released because his sentence had
been served.
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Sydney Morning Herald (NSW 19 October 1937
THOMAS IN COURT.
Clarrie Thomas was charged before Mr. Harrison, S.M., at the Central Police Court yesterday
with having consorted with habitual criminals. He was remanded until October 28.
On 05 November 1937 Clarrie was in Court charged with habitually consorting with reputed criminals. During the hearing Clarrie explained that whilst in Long Bay Prison he had been told the
Police would be hounding him, he explained that the Consorting Act came in whilst he was in
prison, he was confused about this Act. John Joseph Finney a known criminal was also charged
under the Act. Clarie and John were cousins. The case was adjourned until the 11 November.

Sydney Morning Herald (NSW) 12 November 1937
Clarrie Thomas was convicted on habitually consorting with reputed criminals and was released
on a bond of fifty pounds to be of good behaviour for 12 months, in default three months imprisonment with hard labour;
Clarrie’s death
Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954), Thursday 9 December 1937
"GUNMEN AT CABARET" SEQUEL IN CITY SHOOTING

Talk Of Threats by Thomas REILLY FOR TRIAL
The City Coroner today found that Richard Gabriel Reilly had murdered Clarence Thomas. He
committed Reilly for trial at the present sittings of the Central Criminal Court. Bail was not applied
for. When the inquest on the shooting of Thomas in Park-street, city, on November 18, was resumed today, evidence was given that threats were made against Reilly by Thomas, about three
weeks before Thomas was shot. Detective Hughes said that he received a telephone message
that there were gunmen at the Ginger Jar Cabaret and told him that Thomas had threatened him,
saying "We'll clean you up." Gerald Vincent Reilly declared that his brother, Richard Reilly, had
told him that, on the night Thomas and others came to the cabaret, Thomas had said that, if
Richard Reilly sent for the police, he would be shot……………….
Get you later
Hughes said that Thomas said to Reilly, "If my mate and I get you and your mate around the corner we will have you on." Reilly replied, according to Hughes, that he would give Thomas up to
the police if he threatened him. Thomas then said, "I'll get you later Dick”.
Hughes said he advised Thomas to go away, to avoid serious trouble. "From what you know of
Thomas, would you say he was a man who would carry out his threats of violence?" asked Mr. R.
Sproule (for Reilly). Hughes: I would say that he would. He was an out-and-out bad man? He
was.
Blows in Hotel
Gerald Vincent Patrick Reilly, a barman, at present unemployed, of Pacific Highway, Chatswood,
said Richard Reilly was his brother, and was employed at the Ginger Jar as a floor manager. Witness had known Thomas for three months and John Joseph Finnie for seven years. Neither was
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an associate of his. On the night when Thomas came to the Ginger Jar, his brother told him that
Thomas said not to send for the police, and that, if he did, he would be shot.
On November 18, Gerald Reilly said, Finnie was at the Surrey Hotel, at the corner of King and
Castlereagh streets, Finnie and Thomas walked in and he went into the passageway with them.
Finnie said, according to Gerald Reilly, "About your brother from the Ginger Jar, he is a copper.
We are going on with you, and we're going on with your brother”. Thomas said, 'That is right” he
hit me in the face with his fist," added Gerald Reilly.' "Finnie hit me on the head with a heavy instrument and knocked me down. "When I got up Thomas and Finnie were both standing over me
with their right hands in their coat pockets”.
"There's Thomas" Thomas said, according to Gerald Reilly, "We'll give it to him now, Joe," but
Finnie replied: "No. he has had enough now. We'll give it to him and his brother later." Witness
said he went to the Ginger Jar and told his brother, and they decided to go for the police. "We
had got near the corner of Park and Castlereagh streets," Reilly continued, "when my brother
said. 'There's Thomas, getting out of the car.' Thomas ran across the street, hit me on the chin,
and knocked me down. "Thomas said: 'Come on. Finnie. Where are you?' He had his right hand
in his coat pocket. Dick said. 'Look out, Jerry. He has a gun.' "Then I heard a shot. My brother
told me to get a policeman." …………..
"I Shot Him"
Constable McLeod said that on November 18 at the comer of Park and Castlereagh streets, he
saw Thomas on the ground. Richard Reilly came to him and said, "I shot him, Constable. This is
my gun. I have a licence for it," Reilly handed him a pistol, which had a live cartridge near the
breech, and four others in the magazine. "Richard Reilly," continued Mc Leod, nodded his head
towards Thomas and said, 'That's Clarrie Thomas. He came here in a taxi cab. He was assaulting my brother, and I saw him put his hand in his hip pocket and I knew he had a gun. I fired to
defend my brother”." Constable Barney said he was on duty at the corner of Pitt and Park streets
when Gerald Reilly came to him and said, "Come up,' here. My brother has struck a bit of trouble
— a bit of a brawl”. Witness went to the Park and Castlereagh streets corner.
Joan Black, cashier at the Ginger Jar Cabaret, said that early in November. Thomas, with three
men and three women, came to the cabaret. One man had no collar or tie, and It was against the
rules to allow any man in the cabaret without this attire. One of the men, Black said, pushed the
three women inside the door. She called out that they had no tickets, and Richard Reilly came
out of the door with the women and the man. There was an argument. When they were leaving
Thomas turned and said: "I'll get you for this, Reilly." It was Richard Reilly's work, witness added,
to keep order at the cabaret, and take the tickets. Alexander Cameron Crosbie, waiter at the Ginger Jar,said that, on the Saturday following the disturbance, a patron, George Kirkwin, said to
him: "I have been told to warn Dick that Finnie and Thomas have sworn to get him." He (Crosbie)
passed the message on”. …………
Dangerous Men
At the conclusion of Mr. Barry's case. Mr. Sproule said that Richard Reilly had given a full statement, and could not assist the Coroner by adding to it. Reilly did not desire to give evidence.
"The whole of the evidence clearly shows a determined and sustained attempt by dangerous
men on a law abiding citizen, who was simply carrying out his duties in trying to exclude a most
undesirable person," added Mr, Sproule.
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"Reilly had every reason to fear for his own life, and also his brother's life. in the defence of his
life and that of his brother's he. acted suddenly, intending to wound, and not to inflict a fatal injury" Mr. Oram said the question arose whether it was unlawful, justifiable or accidental homicide.
He must on the evidence decide that it was unlawful homicide. Whether it should be regarded as
murder or manslaughter was for a jury to decide. "Some doubt arises in my mind with regard to
the brother. Gerald Reilly," Mr Oram added. "At one stage it might be regarded that he was implicated in this killing. But I don't see that I can come to the decision that he was implicated in the
death of Thomas." Mr. Sproule said that he would not apply for bail, as the case may come before the Central Criminal Court within a few days.
On the 19th December 1937 Richard Reilly was found not guilty of the murder of Clarrie.

RESEARCH SUGGESTIONS ON IRISH CONVICTS AND IMMIGRANTS
June Tomlinson
In May 2013 I attended the National Famine Commemorations in Kilrush, County Clare, the original of this very article appeared in Progenitor. I am now rehashing it because Dianne our Editor
has encouraged me and just maybe it will help some of our members who have joined our Library since that time. I also add that I am in West Yorkshire England as I type and since rereading my article I think we might take another visit to Ireland – I don’t think I ever discounted
that it would not happen this trip. I experience a very real connection to County Clare where my
mother’s ancestors were born.
One of the events I attended in 2013 was the lecture and readings of Evelyn Conlon introducing,
at that time, her forthcoming novel based on the lives of the Famine Orphan Girls who were
shipped to Australia during the period 1848 to 1850, the girls were taken from Workhouses
throughout all 32 counties in Ireland. http://www.irishfaminememorial.org/en/orphans/
If you have not used the above website before, give it a go even if it is to tell others who might
have a possible Famine Orphan
Example of an entry is:

Surname : Moylan



First Name : Ellen



Age on arrival : 17



Native Place : Croom, Limerick



Parents : John & Ellen (both dead)



Religion : Roman Catholic



Ship name : Lismoyne (Sydney 29 Nov 1849)
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Workhouse : Limerick, Rathkeale
Other : shipping: house servant, cannot read or write, no relatives in colony; empl. by R
Machattie, Bathurst, £8, 1 year; married John Miskell 1850 Bathurst; 11 children; John
died 1875; Ellen died 1895; descendants living in the district.

Author Evelyn Conlon stated many times during the lecture/readings that she was not a family
historian, but an author of novels based on elements of fact.
The audience appeared to me to be thirsty for Australian information on Irish people leaving as
convicts or those who immigrated, many did not know about the great indexing and subsequent
websites and books available on these subjects through efforts of many Australians researching
our Irish ancestors.
I found the questions puzzling, the audience, to me, were asking questions on well known stuff,
judging from those asking the questions, the majority were Irish, some Americans, Canadians,
and other from Europe, I think there was another Australian there somewhere.
I started to write a story about this night, I had so much information it boggled my mind, I thought
who is going to read this, so I left it.
In August 2015 we travelled to the UK and of course Clare in Ireland and once again I was reminded about my unfinished story. I felt embarrassed; there was no reason why I should not
have finished what I had started. What I had written was only a snapshot of the type of information available, it certainly was not an exhaustive list, my hope is that by repeating this it might
give some researchers clues on where to go to find more information.
That night in 2013, in what was previously the building of St Senan’s Church of Ireland in Kilrush,
questions were being asked and somehow we strayed into the subject of what was available
about Irish convicts and immigrants to Australia. It was incorrectly stated by a member of the audience that convict ships stopped going to Australia in 1820 or thereabouts because the Australian Government did not want convicts.
There was no Australian Government in the 1820’s, we were a British Colony. There are countless books written on this subject, the internet has hundreds of thousands of references to this
theme.
The last convict ship to come to Australia left England in late 1867 and arrived in Western Australia in 1868. There are many sources where Australian convict records can be viewed free of
charge, below are just a few of those resources, you will find scores of websites.
Australian states were not defined at the beginning of settlement, they evolved over time to what
we know today - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_evolution_of_Australia the pictures in this
link give a visual view of changes to boundaries and the formation of the states which becomes
important when researchers are trying to find records.
For instance early Northern Territory records can be found in the Historical Records Australia.
Details about the British settlements at Fort Dundas and Fort Wellington on Melville Island (1824
– 1829) and Port Essington (1824 – 1849) on Cobourg were established to supply an Asian trade
route for shipping. The three settlements were eventually abandoned because of some of the
problems associated with these far flung places.
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Historical Records of Australia - Series I for instance has a set of 26 books covering the period1788 to 1848, there are other Series. What these books contain for someone researching early Australia is gold in my opinion. Despatches to/from Governors, detailed reports on many subjects, information on ships, convicts, petitions, rations etc, there is an index in each book. So
some of your early Irish ancestors might appear in these books.
State Library of NSW
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/services/family_history/ - State Libraries provide a great service to their
researchers, this is the NSW State Library – try the one in the state you where your reach interest
lies.
State Library of Queensland
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-history
There are many links to choose from, eg Convict ancestry, Convicts: further research, Convict
database, Immigration indexes just to name a few, this is a really good site.
Ireland-Australia transportation database
Irish Convicts to New South Wales 1788 - 1849
http://members.pcug.org.au/~ppmay/cgi-bin/irish/irish.cgi

Headings with this database are:Surname First Name Age Rebel Ship Tried Trial Place Term DOB Native Place Crime Marital
Status Trade or Calling Remarks Died Death Place
To mark the Australian Bicentenary in 1988, Taoiseach, (meaning Prime Minister, Chief Executive and head of government of Ireland) presented microfilms of the most important of these records to the Government and People of Australia as a gift from the Government and People of Ireland.
Convict Records
http://www.convictrecords.com.au/ - Try this site, it will allow you to search convict records transported between 1787-1867. Information available includes name of convict, known aliases, place
convicted, port of departure, date of departure, port of arrival, and the source of the data. Public
contributions welcome
The Dead Persons Society (Western Australia)
http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts/index.html has a list of Convict Ships 1787 to
1868 compiled by Charles Bateson, the list is regarded as the definitive guide to Australia’s period of transportation. You will find information on this site about the voyages to New South
Wales, Norfolk Island, Tasmania, Victoria, Queensland and Western Australia. It ranges from the
life on board for both crew and convict, right through to records of deaths, numbers of convicts
and the length of each voyage. This is one of my go to sites.
http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts/census.html this is another example of the Perth
Dead Persons’ Society site it lists Census and Muster returns for Convicts. Where the information is available the PRO (UK) reference is given. Musters give information on who the conProgenitor
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vict was assigned to. Convicts are usually listed by their name plus the name of the ship which
brought them to Australia.
The Female Factory Parramatta (NSW) (1821 – 1847) was the first dropping off point for female
convicts if they had not received an assignment to work as servants, it was also used as a gaol
when convict woman reoffended, eg being drunk, out of the area of their ticket of leave etc. http://
www.parragirls.org.au/ - this site also has information on the Parramatta Mental Asylum, the Roman Catholic Orphan School and the Parramatta Girls Home. Orphans were sometimes children
whose parent/parents were in gaol themselves or they did not have means to support their children.
Go to State Records NSW https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/ lots of information, remembering that
this was first Australian State, the link that I gave at the beginning of this article will give you information on when a State came into being. If you are looking for early Queensland, Victoria or
Tasmanian records, check out early NSW records like BDMs etc.
The 1828 Census for NSW is noteworthy, this Census includes convicts, those who came to Australia as a free person and those who were born in the colony. This Census is now available on
Ancestry and findmypast sites.
The Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence

http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-online/colonial-secretary/index-to-thecolonial-secretarys-papers-1788-1825/colonial-secretary-papers-1788-1825
The correspondence included “Letters from Government officials and private individuals, convicts; copies of agreements; despatches; general orders; instructions; ordinary regulations; proclamations; memoranda; reports and returns. Letters received from establishments at Bathurst,
Moreton Bay, Newcastle, Port Macquarie and Van Diemen's.”
Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence example
HINDS, William. Private, 102nd Regiment
1811 Sep 11 Wife and two daughters left behind on the embarkation of the Regiment (Reel 6043;
4/1726 p.163b)
FINLAY, Margaret. Per "John Bull", 1821
1823 Sep 3

Re permission to marry at Parramatta (Reel 6011; 4/3509 p.181)

1824 Mar 31 Of Emu Plains; sentenced to 12 months at the Factory for refusing to work. On return of fines and punishments inflicted by the Bench of Evan (Reel 6023; 4/6671
p.67)

1825 Sep 5,8

Re permission to marry Patrick Duffey in the Roman Catholic Church; also
listed as Furley (Reel 6064, 4/1787 p.130; Reel 6015, 4/3515 pp.316-7)

1825 Nov 7,19

Re permission to marry William Sikens at Parramatta; listed as Finland (Reel
6064, 4/1788 p.105; Reel 6016, 4/3516 p.4)
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HIPKIN, William alias LACK. Per " Shipley" , 1817
1820 Oct 2,4

Re permission to marry Mary Irwin at Liverpool; appears as Sack (Reel 6007;
4/3502 p.301)

1823 Oct 28

In Sydney Gaol. Petition of his wife Mary Irwin to accompany him to Port
Macquarie; as Lack (Fiche 3234; 4/1870 p.9)

1823 Oct 31

On lists of prisoners transported to Port Macquarie per "Sally" (Reel 6019;
4/3864 pp.86, 446-7

Archives are great places to find information on just about anything. eg

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx - Queensland
http://search.archives.tas.gov.au/default.aspx - Tasmania (was Van Diemen’s Land)
https://www.archives.sa.gov.au
Convicts were not sent by convict ships direct to South Australia, this does not mean that ex convicts did not live in this state. The South Australians convicted and sentenced to transportation in
the first eleven years of that settlement (1837-1848) can be located at State Record South Australia - Check out Graham Jaunay’s website for a detailed explanation - http://www.jaunay.com/
convicts.html

IMMIGRATION
Some came as convicts, others came as Assisted Immigrants, whilst many came as Bounty Immigrants, there were Unassisted Immigrants and of course there are those who paid their own
fare. Paying passengers were not always recorded as well as those convicts and anyone arriving
via the various immigration schemes. Websites of State Archives in the various states should be
consulted.
The source I have found most beneficial to my Irish research are those indexes compiled by
http://www.pastkeys.com.au/index.php?_a=page&id=indexes There are CDs, plus Employment
and Dispersal Lists Assistant Immigrants 1848 - 1854 arriving Moreton Bay, Port Phillip, Sydney
and Twofold Bay.
We have these CDs on what we call our “Virtual CD Library”, these can be viewed in the Library
and access is available on all our computers.
One of my favourites is the NSW Immigration Deposits Combined Index 1851 – 1900. I used this
index when it was first released on microfiche many years ago, I have found it a wonderful source
of information especially the depositor’s name, plus the ship’s name.
I then look at the ship’s log in the online indexes for State Records NSW and browse the actual
ship’s log name list, usually organised as families, single females, single males, this allows me to
look for extended family members travelling on the same ship, I often pick up extra clues. http://
www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/guides-and-finding-aids/nrs-lists/nrs-5316
The Deposit Journals Index has been completely revised and expanded since it was first published on microfiche, it is now a field-searchable database listing depositors and immigrants.
The newer version combines the two indexes - the NSW Immigration Deposit Index 1853-1900
and the Immigration Deposit Regulations Supplementary Index - and it has many new features. It
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contains 71,211 records. Many early immigrants established in the Colony, including former convicts, sponsored relatives and employees and, in a majority of entries details such as location,
parish, townland or address in the county or country of origin, age, ship, etc. are specified and
families are grouped. These records provide that vital link between family and extended family,
often cousins, uncles etc with different surnames.

A sample of books
Dictionary of Western Australians 1829-1914 compiled by Rica Erickson
Vol 1 Early Settlers with supplement
Vol 2 Bond 1850-1868 with supplement compiled by Rica Erickson
Craig James, 2832 – Unm, lab. semi lit. RC, conv, Antrim 1849, assault, 7 yrs; arr. “Phoebe
Dunbar”31.8.1853 (2571) TL 1.5.1854, CP 3.2.1855
Moore Michael, 1840 – M. ship smith, lit. RC, conv, Dublin 1865, treason, 10 yrs; arr.
“Hougoumont” 10.01.1868 (9826) free pardon 15.5.1869 Fremantle. Left for Sydney 21.9.1869
Vol 3 Free 1850-1868 (companion volume to the above
Vol 4 Part 1 A-K 1868 – 1888 and Part 2 L-Z 1868-1888
Rica Erickson acted as editor and as a substantial contributor to The Brand On His Coat, a collection of biographies of some of the 9,500 convicts transported to Western Australia between
1850 and 1868.
A Cargo Of Women : Susannah Watson and the Convicts Of The Princess Royal, author
Babette Smith traces the chequered story of one hundred women transported together in 1829
on the ship Princess Royal
Notorious Strumpets and Dangerous Girls by Phillip Tardif tells the story of the 1600 Convict Women sent to Van Diemen's Land from 1803 to 1829
The Fatal Shore A History of the transportation of convicts to Australia 1787-1868
a drift of DERWENT DUCKS by Trudy Mae Cowley is a study of the 200 female Irish convicts who were transported to Van Diemen’s Land from Ireland in 1849 on the Australasia
General Return of Convicts in New South Wales 1837 Edited by N.G. Butlin, C.W. Cromwell, K.L. Suthern
eg Ely George 20 on the ship the Waterloo 1836 Tried at Tipperary, Master Richard Cox Williams
River, the same name and details has the Master as Hyde Park Barracks Sydney
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The Founders of Australia – A biographical Dictionary of the First Fleet by Mollie Gillen
The Second Fleet – Britain’s Grim Convict Arnmada of 1790 by Michael Flynn
there are other books along this line eg Third Fleets etc
CD
Casey's Charity - The Account Book 1794 – 1847 (published by Manchester & Lancashire
FHS http://www.mlfhs.org.uk/ ) 13,000 names - Casey's Charity was established by the Will of
John Casey, an Irish linen merchant who lived for many years in Manchester but retired to Chester where he died on 13 September 1793. He left a sum of £540, to which a further £300 was
added in 1795 on the death of his son), the interest from which was to be applied to the relief of
the poor Catholics of Manchester.
The account book, which covers 1794 to 1847, lists the recipients of payments from the fund and
the sums given. In a few cases, a street address is given but mostly the information is limited to
names only. Many of these names, as might be expected, appear to refer to Irish men and women. A few Italian surnames also appear. In addition to images of the transcribed account book,
this CDROM contains a complete surname/forename index.
http://familysearch.org - choose search, choose catalogue, choose title, copy and paste this title
into the title search in the website Index of O'Kief, Coshe Mang, Slieve Lougher, and Upper
Blackwater in Ireland
Our Library is an affiliated Library of https://www.familysearch.org/ films from this website are no
longer available to order from the USA, however a process is happening where familysearch are
digitising their films and are making them available to affiliated Libraries like ours. We are new to
this process and have been waiting on our instructions that have only come to hand just before I
left Darwin; Dianne and I are onto this and will advise members as soon as we have a procedure
setup.
AND not to forget one of the great Australian websites http://trove.nla.gov.au/
over 405, 325, 438 Australian and online resources, books, images, historic newspapers, maps,
music, archives and more (it grows by the week). You can search in a couple of different way, I
like the “advance search” you have more control over the years you are researching, best to do
a block of years at a time. Read http://help.nla.gov.au/trove/using-trove/finding-things there
are tips which will help you significantly in targeting what is of interest to you. All free
Irish Records available from Ireland improve every year, years ago trying to research from
Australia was hard slog, this is no longer the case. My advice to anyone thinking they are going
to Ireland to research the family history, you need to do lots of homework before you leave. You
need a County, and if possible a Townland, for instance there are 2267 townlands in County
Clare, I don’t know if there are more to be found. So having a townland is significant, if you have
the name of a place, this will help you identify where in the county your relative lived.
Don’t be put off by anyone telling you that all the birth, death and marriage records were burnt in
Dublin during the Easter Rising in 1916. I attended a talk given by a Familysearch member from
the US, it was amazing how the presenter demonstrated that other records can be used to confirm vital records. Google these words like Townlands, Baronies, Civil Parishes, Electoral Divisions to give you some idea of how the Irish system worked.
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The National Archives of Ireland http://www.nationalarchives.ie/ has heaps of information, so
does the National Library of Ireland www.nli.ie
Try the County where you ancestor came from- eg Clare - http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/
coclare/genealogy/genealog.htm this is part of the local library, in fact it is in the next building to
the library.
Be aware that other organisations might sound great but you might not learn much more than you
already know. Ask others who have used research services, not only in Ireland but elsewhere,
get feed back if you are going to spend money. I have been bitten twice with Irish research,
spending a lot of money, and what I received back was the information I gave them I the first
place. I was not happy!!
Think about your subject and Google it you will be amazed at what is available.
https://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/ I liked the introduction to this site
Irish genealogy gained a reputation long ago for being a frustrating one-way street to disappointment and headache.
Thankfully, calming potions and analgesics are no longer essential equipment for the amateur
genealogist because family history in Ireland has entered a golden era.
I say “What a blessing”

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
BY VALERIE ASCHE AM
2. 1919 The League of Nations
In 1917 the year before the end of WW1, President Wilson of the USA put forward his 14 points,
a suggestion that there be a Global Parliament- a League of Nations- to act as a future peacemaker and healer. It would be an international diplomatic group developed as a way to solve disputes between countries and prevent wars. He hoped that the ‘soon to be defeated Germans, if
promised a fair and lenient peace, would liberate their captive territories, return their submarines
to base and clip the wings of their colonies’. Wilson became ill while travelling the USA to persuade the public of his 14 points, but Congress did not ratify the treaty and refused to take part in
the League of Nations. However in other countries it was a popular idea and by 1920, 48 countries had joined, with headquarters in Geneva.
The leaders of the victorious nations wanted compensation, revenge and removal of German colonies. The Peace Treaty signed at Versailles in 1919 echoed a similar punitive spirit to the one
Germany had imposed on France in 1871. Wilson was not supported either in Paris or at home in
America.
At the Treaty Meetings which Wilson chaired, he seemed arrogant and testy. He argued with the
Australian PM Billy Hughes, dismissing the small population of Australia; Hughes interjected ofProgenitor
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ten. Finally Hughes banged his fist on the table and said, “I represent 60,000 dead Australians.
How many do you represent?”
The League of Nations did form but the USA did not join. By 1920, 48 countries had joined and
had headquarters in Geneva.
But WW1 was not the war to end all wars. When WW11 broke out, most members of the League
were not involved and claimed neutrality but France and Germany were members. By 1940 many
of the members had fallen to Germany; and at Geneva the neutral Swiss became nervous that
they were hosting an organization perceived as an Axis one, so they began to dismantle the
League’s offices.
In 1944 the Allies endorsed the United Nations and the League of Nations did not re-form. Woodrow Wilson will always be remembered as a man who envisaged ways to solve disputes between
countries whilst contending with hostile congressmen in the USA.

3. Mizpah Jewellery
Mizpah is a Hebrew word which is first mentioned in Genesis 31 about a dispute between
Laban and his son-in-law Jacob. A resolution was made between the two; it was secret, and
a figurative watchtower, called a mizpah, was erected to commemorate the promise, with God as
the witness.
Since that time the mizpah has come to mean an ‘emotional bond’ between people who are separated (either physically or by death). It was popular in Victorian times but more so during WW1.
My mizpah was given to me by a great aunt and I often ponder if it were a soldier’s gift to her
about 1914, or a gift to me when I was so ill with TB. My great aunt Emma Wilson was born in
1872, the younger sister of my grandmother. She was adventurous and didn’t stay on the farm
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with the family but moved to the city – Melbourne – and worked with the Travellers Aid Society.
Her kindness began to me when I came to Melbourne for a Girl Guide camp in 1939. She met me
at the Spencer Street train terminus and took me to her small flat in Carlton. We visited the museum and other Melbourne icons.
In 1947 I spent some months as a patient at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. Emma was a pensioner. She walked (to save money) twice a week to visit me in hospital always bringing a small
cake (my favourite vanilla slice) costing four pence, and one of her books to read – ‘The Ancient
Mariner’ or ‘The Mother of the Wesleys’ by John Kirk. In those days there was a six pence fee
(imposed in 1929) at the hospital to visit patients. The effort of walking and cost to Emma each
week, is something that I can never forget. Before she died aged 90 years at her nursing home, I
took my small son to show her that the Wilson genes were alive and well. I still puzzle about the
mizpah brooch and think it might have been a gift to me when I was so ilI, rather than a bond between her and a soldier as he went to WW1.
References: Genesis 31, 44-54.
Visit HarryRinkler.com (http://www.harryrinkler.com/).

4. Lemnos Island
This Island is at the eastern end of the chain of Greek Islands and one of the nearest to the Turkish coast, so it is not surprising that Lemnos was chosen as the launching site for the attack on
Gallipoli. By early March 1915, over 3,000 Australian soldiers were landed on Lemnos; by the
middle of April over 200 ships had gathered in Mudros Harbour, the main port.
Meanwhile on Lemnos, nurses and medical staff from Britain, Canada, Australia and New Zealand had arrived and set up hospitals (some even in tents) for the wounded. My uncle Everett had
enlisted in 1914 and left Australia in February 1915. He was headed for Lemnos Island. On board
his ship, the Clan McGillivray, sailing around Western Australia, the men slept on the decks and
the nurses had hammocks. This was the time to attend to personal gear and hear lectures on
guns, trenches and attacking techniques. When they got to Lemnos they practiced landing in water, ready for the Turkish coast; digging trenches and firing ammunition.
On the evening of April 24th the ships and soldiers left Lemnos for the dawn Gallipoli landings. My
uncle was shot in the waist on 19th May and taken by the ship Galeka to Lemnos. He notes in his
diary that he had splendid medical attention before and during his stay on Lemnos. He spent a
month at the hospitals meeting many other injured friends; having dressings to his wound, good
meals, rests, visits to Greek towns, and attending to letters to and from home. The postal service
to and from the battle areas was regular; for example mail from Ballarat (his home town in Victoria), dated 14th April was received by my uncle on 22nd July, others sent 14/6 received 21/7; sent
27/7 received 6/9. Everett had numbered each batch of letters which he sent and those also received. In 1915 he had sent off 64 batches of letters as well as cigarette cards and small items
such as hankies, silk scarves and table mats. These could be bought on the journey to Lemnos
at places such as Salonika, now called Thessaloniki. Salonika is honoured in Australia, as it is a
Darwin street name (off East Point Road).
Uncle Everett was back in the trenches on 20th June until he left for Mudros West on the 18 th December. He was promoted to Captain 8th Battalion AIF during this time and his duties changed.
He mentioned the cemeteries at Lemnos and after the war it is noted that 50,000 Anzacs passed
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through Lemnos and there were 148 Australians and 76 New Zealanders buried in the two military cemeteries on opposite ends of the Island, at East Mudros and at Portianou.
Everett was killed in France in 1916 by ‘friendly fire’ and I have visited his grave in France.
The thinking at that time was that women should not be near battle zones. They should not be
married and although given officer status were only paid about half of a male equivalent. They
were not recognised with honours – even trees in ‘avenues of honour’, pensions and returned
service status, until 1943. In fact Canadian and New Zealand nurses were part of their national
defence forces whereas Australian nurses were reserves – volunteer civilian nurses.

Lemnos hospital with nurses and patients
Thousands of visitors go to Gallipoli each year, but fewer to Lemnos. One of Darwin’s well known
and honoured nurses, Janie Mason AM, has visited Lemnos twice (2015 and 2018) with ceremonial and reunion purpose. She founded and supervised the splendid Charles Darwin University
Nursing Museum. She has also written a book about the medical and nursing support to the Gallipoli campaign.
References: Gallipoli and French Dairies held by Valerie Asche AM, Darwin.
Mason AM [Janie] Elizabeth Anne. Connecting Darwin and the Eastern Front. Anzac Nursing
Stories. 2019. Historical Society of the Northern Territory.
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www.carnamah.com.au
For family historians with a Western Australian connection this is an invaluable resource. I have
used it to help verify family stories (Biographical Dictionary), to find family members who were
school-teachers (I’m even listed under both maiden and married names!) and Cemetery Records.
The Biographical Dictionary’s entries are sourced from newspapers. The Cemetery Records can
be searched by surname or key word.
The Virtual Museum covers the following topics:
Macpherson ● Farms ● War ● Schools ● Power ● Roads ● Business ● Milk ● Tea ● Post ● Books ● Toys and The Midland Railway.
I was interested to view the map showing the resumption of land for the construction of the railway which included portions belonging to several people on my husband’s family tree. Since I
first used the site, recollections of townspeople have been added, which help to make the history
come more alive.
A dynamic web site with frequent additions. The Blog is updated regularly and contains more
gems and further links. I thoroughly recommend the site and commend the convenor for his work
particularly in acknowledging sources.
Happy searching.
Ruth Sheridan 1112
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