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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
The Society is very pleased to announce that we have been advised by the
office of Chris Crewther MP, Federal
Member for Dunkley that we have won a
Federal Grant of $2,500 to upgrade our
computer system. We have to match this
grant dollar for dollar, but it will be a
worthwhile investment which will benefit
all members.
This year is proving to be a very busy
one with many calls on our time to speak
to various organisations. In March we
ran a Beginners Day for our new members, if you haven’t attended one in the
past and would like to do so, place your
name on the list at the library. We have
just finished a four week course for
Frankston U3A, with a further course to
be run in the next quarter for Mornington U3A. We couldn’t run such courses
without the help of our experienced
members who give of their time to work
one on one with people during these
workshops/courses - so thank you very
much for your time and sharing your
knowledge.

After well over 10 years Helen Murphy
has retired from the position of Library
Roster Supervisor a task that becomes
difficult in our winter, when many of our
members head north or overseas to
better climates. Thank you Helen for
keeping the library “manned”, we have
very much appreciated your efforts over
the years.
Thank you to Corinna Landman who
has taken over the task of Library Roster
Supervisor. If you would like to donate
several hours once a month I am sure she
would be delighted to hear from you via
her email address:
corinna.l@bigpond.com
Our next bi-monthly meeting is in June
followed by another in August, check the
“What’s On” page at the end of Past
Times or our web page for information
about the speakers. Don’t forget that the
Library opens at 11.30am for research on
these meeting days. In the meantime
happy researching.

Lynne
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“THE HALL

ON THE

HILL” BOOK LAUNCH

T

he March book launch for Anne Ringer’s “Hall on the Hill - A History of Frankston
Mechanics’ Institute 1873 – 2013” was a great success. Jim Lowden, committee
member of the Mechanics’ Institute of Victoria launched Anne’s book, followed by a
speech by Chris Crewther MP, Federal Member for Dunkley. The beautiful summer
afternoon may have contributed to the good attendance however a great deal of interest was shown in the wonderful display of the hall’s history by Val Latimer. As the
afternoon wore on people stood around chatting and enjoying our sumptuous afternoon tea. Sales were good, not only for “Hall on the Hill”, but all our publications.
Amongst those attending were Frankston Councillor Quinn McCormack, Bronwyn
Lowden, Vice-president of the Mechanics’ Institute of Victoria and a number of historical societies, we thank them all for their support.
Frankston Mechanics’ Institute - restored and looking beautiful.

Below is an edited version of Anne’s speech at the launch.

I

did not really know what a Mechanics’
Institute stood for until the Mornington Peninsula Family History Society took
up residence in one of the front meeting
rooms and closed in verandah of the Institute. On possession, the room was
dirty and dusty and the floor had to be
scrubbed and existing curtains washed
and new side curtains and curtains for
the reading room made. Dust and dirt
was cascading through the gap between
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wall and ceiling. One of our members, Pat
Draper had completed a partial index of
the South Bourke and Mornington Journal, and by using the index I went to our
microfiche copy of the Journal and found
out about the beginning of the Institute
in 1880. Marj. Knight, another of our
members, did volunteer work at the Public Records Office, and she discovered the
Department of Health records for the
(Continued on page 4)
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building. This led to
many months of
travelling to the
PROV
to
read
through the files
and get many of
them copied.
I first met Jim
Lowden, Secretary
of the Mechanics’
Institute of Victoria,
who visited our
library
because
rumours had been
circulating that the
Council was going
to decommission
the building and
possibly sell the site
which had, at one stage, been advertised
for sale. We had a long discussion about
the Library and its possible closure. A
short time later a request was made for
my attendance at the meeting of “Friends
of Frankston” at one of the local church
halls. It was a most entertaining meeting
with Jim Lowden, pointing, with almost
biblical fervour, at the four local Councillors of the City of Frankston, and saying
loudly and clearly, “You think you own
this building, but you don’t, it belongs to
the people of Frankston.” After this
meeting and further lobbying by Jim and
the Mechanics’ Institute of Victoria the
building was saved. Jim had informed me
that the Department of Land and Sustainability held the land records for the building, and I travelled to their office in Box
Hill where I read and had copies made of
the documents. The building was in quite
a dilapidated state with a considerable
amount of asbestos. The gutters were all
but gone, the plumbing archaic - flush the
4

toilet and you could hear a gurgling
sound in the hand basin. The roof was
unlined making it very hot in summer and
cold in winter but the Hall had one redeeming feature - a beautiful dance floor.
Another important part of the research
into the history of the building was the
reading of old editions of the Standard
newspaper by Lynne Emblin, Marj. Knight
and Val Latimer. Personal experiences of
the local residents had been collected by
Dot Morrison at her U3A classes and
these were passed onto me.
The Council decided that the Hall had
to be refurbished and grants were obtained from the Commonwealth and
State Governments as well as the Council
contributing to the funds - over one and a
half million dollars. A Committee was
formed and I was honoured to become a
member. Meetings took place over two
years with decisions made on every aspect of construction - type of material,
plans of the building, etc. and its future
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use. While the Society was still in occupation we could not get in via our usual
entrance of the kitchen and when found
our way in via another door we found
that an aboriginal group had use of the
Hall and had constructed a mia-mia in
front of the kitchen door. Another amusing incident happened when the Committee went to inspect the Hall and we
found some squatters had made a very
comfortable home for themselves, armchairs included. The police moved them
on but all their junk was left behind.
The day the work commenced, the
first major job was to remove the asbestos roof which left the Hall open to the
weather through one of the wettest summers on record. Fortunately, the floor
had been covered and only one small
piece had to be replaced. After two years
of meetings and consultations the plans
were finally passed and work began.
When the interior lining was removed
many original features were revealed
such as the shape of the original structure at the Bay Street end of the building
and some decorative plaster work part of
the 1905 renovation. These features, plus
one of the cooling vents, were left as part
of the history of the building. The Sea
Scouts had been allowed the use of the
building and a ramp had been completed
to get the boats on the stage and a cyclone wire fence erected on the front of

the stage. These were removed.
The Hall was opened on Wednesday
October 19 2011 by the Honourable Alex
Chernov, AO,QC, and the Mayor Cr. Kristopher Bolam JP in the presence of Ms.
Laura Smyth MP, Federal Member for
Latrobe and Ms. Inga Peulich MP Member for South Eastern Metropolitan Region. The front reading rooms were completed by the Council in December of the
same year.
I would like to give special thanks
some of many people and organisations
who helped in the publication of the
book – the Public Record Office of Victoria who contributed $3000 plus GST for
the printing, the City of Frankston for
$500 for the launch, Marj, Lynne, and Val
for the newspaper reading (Val also completed the initial index), Jim Lowden for
his advise and help, Claudia Spiers for her
image enhancement and restoration and
Rowan Brown, the printer at Deakin University, responsible for the printing of the
book.
However my greatest thanks go to my
daughter Allison who was responsible for
the layout and spent many hours correcting my mistakes. And finally to my
late husband, Raymond for his patience.


ABOUT THE COVER
Mornington Primary School (aka Vale Street by locals). In 1878, six years after the
Education Act became law, Mornington School No.2033 opened its doors under the
headmastership of Richard Hutchinson, recorded as qualified to teach military drill
and gymnastics. He was described by the then Inspector Main as, “… a man of gentlemanly deportment and a careful teacher.”
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2019
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A BRICKWALL

IN YOUR

RESEARCH?

Sheryl Opie

Have you hit a brick wall with your research? Try birdwatching!

W

hen I first retired I joined the
Mornington branch of the U3A. I
had particularly wanted to trace our family histories and hadn’t had the time
whilst I was working. Naturally I joined
the U3A Genealogical class that was held
at the Mornington Peninsula Family History Library in Frankston and was instantly hooked, became a member and commenced delving.
My husband’s family was a bit of a
mystery as he
and his brothers
had no knowledge of their
family
beyond
their
paternal
grandfather.
I
was on cloud
nine the day that
a marriage certificate
revealed
that his ancestors
were early South
Australian colonists and much of
their lives could
be
viewed
through the pages of Trove.
However, there were two Opie families on the barque D’Auvergne when it
sailed into Port Adelaide in 1839 and they
couldn’t have been more different. As far
as I’ve found they were the first Opie’s to
arrive in this country and both families
were from Cornwall. Our Francis Opie,
accompanied by his wife Oliviah and
three children, was a miner and a horseshoe maker and he went on to build a
6

solid business ferrying passengers and
goods on spring carts, coaches and later
horse drawn omnibuses between Adelaide and the copper mining town of Kapunda. His brother Nicholas arrived a few
years later and he too drove mail coaches
out of Burra, while his wife ran the now
heritage listed Smelter’s Home Hotel
which was and still is locally known as
Opie’s Hotel. It’s good to know that
there’s a hotel in the family.

But what of the other Opie couple on
the ship? Well Edward Andrew Opie was
a very different chap from Francis and to
my mind must have been unrelated as he
was a painter. Not a tradesman, but an
artist and a painter of theatrical backdrops. He and his wife Mary Devonshire
had three daughters and a son whom
they named Edward Andrew Devonshire
Opie. Anyone who has studied South Aus(Continued on page 7)
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tralian history will recognise the name
E.A.D. Opie for his detailed work in documenting the early colonists. He was a
land agent and he worked in both Adelaide and Darwin.
Thus, I wrongfully assumed that this
family weren’t related and that their arrival on the same ship was pure coincidence. That in Cornwall the name Opie
and its various spellings of Oppy, Opey
etc. maybe as common as Smith, Brown
and Jones or Papadopoulos for the
Greeks.
Having spent a month visiting Adelaide, Kapunda and Burra (and of course
meeting the owner of the hotel) I chose

to shelve my research for a while and
clear my head. Intrigued by a Bird Watching class at U3A I was keen to do something a little different. To my great surprise there were two other Opie’s in the
class, a recently arrived from South Australia Campbell and Christine Opie and
you’ve guessed it, Campbell is a descendant of the other Opie family on that ship
and more so Edward Andrew Opie and
Francis Opie were cousins! 
Ed.note: That has to be the most bizarre
way of finding distant family ever!

SCOTTISH GAELIC NAMES
Struggling to find records for people
from the Scottish Highlands and Islands?

H

istorical anglicisation of Gaelic
names can make it more difficult to
keep track of your ancestors’ movements.
It was once very common for registrars
in Gaelic-speaking areas of the Highlands
and Western Isles to anglicise common
Gaelic forenames - recording Morag as
Mary, Iain as John and Hamish as James.
Surnames might have been anglicised
for other reasons - many people from the
Highlands and Islands who migrated to
the Scottish Lowlands in search of work
anglicised their names, whether to make
their names easier to record and pronounce, or to conceal their origins.
It was quite common for people to
shorten or drop the prefix Mc or Mac, or
to anglicise a Gaelic surname, or indeed
to change their surname altogether for a
similar sounding English one.
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MacDonnchaidh or MacDonachie
might have become Duncanson; MacIan
became Johnson; MacDonald could be
anglicised to Donaldson; MacIlroy might
be changed to Milroy, and MacCowan
could become Cowan.
The Gaelic Mac Ghille dhuibh, or “son
of the black lad”, seen in the surnames
MacIlduy, MacIldue and MacIldowie,
could translate to “Black”.
And “Gilchrist” - a Gaelic name meaning “servant of Christ” - might be anglicised to Christopher.
And as if this didn’t make tracing your
ancestors difficult enough…
Changes of surname due to illiteracy
could also lead to surname changes, giving rise to weird and wonderful variants in one example, MacLachlan was recorded as McGlauflin!
This article is from the Scotland’s People website. 
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TOUCHED

BY THE

SPANISH FLU PANDEMIC

O

n Saturday 6th April, 2019, Dr
Anthea Hyslop, addressed the
Society on ‘A Deadly Scourge: Spanish
Influenza in Australia, 1918-1919.’
One hundred years after the deadly
virus hit Australia, the audience included
researchers who have had family members affected by what has been called
“the Forgotten Pandemic.”
Anthea explained that it is mainly in
family histories that the “Spanish Flu” is
recorded.
Why? ‘Historians,’ when discussing
1918-20, Australian history in
texts, generally
focus on WWI,
the Conscription
Debate, and the
difficulties of Post
War integration
and contemporary political realignments.
Was your family touched by the Spanish
Flu Pandemic?
The deadly Spanish influenza reached
Australia in October 1918. For nearly
three months the ‘flu was confined to
quarantine stations by rigorous maritime
restrictions. Incoming ships were quarantined, at North Head, NSW, on Torrens
Island, SA, at Woodman Point WA, and
on our own Point Nepean.
Called at time the pneumonic flu,
[some death notices use this term], it
was also called bubonic, and pneumatic
[as in tyres or oil pressure!].
This ‘flu had gained the title ’Spanish
flu’ because, in 1918, at the beginning of
8

Mary Vanderfeen

the ‘flu emergency, Spain was neutral. Stories in the press of the pandemic, were from Spain. Restrictions and
censorship, due to the war, stopped
widespread news of flu’s impact on
troops and civilians in other places.
Spanish Flu was a worldwide epidemic. MPFHS Inc. members with family in
Germany, and in Victoria at Bright,
at Murtoa, and here in Melbourne,
shared what they knew of the way ‘flu
was managed in families.
In January 1919, when the Spanish Flu
reached the wider
Australian community, sufferers were
isolated in emergency
hospitals. State borders
were closed. Travellers were quarantined at camps at
the borders. Families where the ‘flu
had infected were isolated at home.
Volunteers, responding to yellow signs
or flags delivered food, others made
masks. The new Commonwealth Serum
Laboratories C.S.L. made 3 million doses
of a bacterial vaccine [flu is a virus]. Millions were vaccinated with a product
aimed at a bacterium not a virus.
Public buildings like the Exhibition
Buildings, Footscray Tech, and State
Schools were turned into emergency
infectious diseases hospitals.
Anthea described effects on families
which were “trying at best, tragic at
worst, living and dying amid a vast human catastrophe.” This was a disease
that struck quickly. It killed the hale and
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hearty, often men and women in their
prime, rather than the very young and
elderly
where
‘flu
generally
strikes. Anthea reports that “It’s now
thought that the Spanish flu virus produced an over-strong immune reaction, which caused tissue breakdown in
the lungs, filling them with frothy fluid “–
leading to inadequate oxygen, the ob-

served heliotrope colour of cyanosis.
An idea of the extent of the catastrophe is that at least 12,000 Australians
died when the population was 5 million. In New Zealand, 6,000 died when
the population was only 1 million. 

INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC IN FRANKSTON

T

he influenza pandemic began at the
end of World War 1 in 1918. Also
known as the Spanish Flu, it was responsible for the deaths of over 50 million
people worldwide.
On February 8th 1919, a special
meeting of the Frankston and Hastings
Shire Council was held in Frankston. The
Mornington Standard reported this
meeting with a headline:
INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC
SHIRE COUNCIL ACTS
LOCAL CASES QUARANTINED
President Murray explained that the
Council had been called together to consider the best means to combat the influenza epidemic. It hadn’t come to the district yet, but, he said, they must be prepared in the event of a serious out-break.
The secretary, John E. Jones, read a
communication from the Public Health
Department asking what action had been
taken by the Council to fight the disease.
He had sent a reply stating that the local
health officer was carrying out inoculations at the various centres throughout
the shire, plus other precautions.
Dr. Griffeths, the health officer of the
shire, at the invitation of the Council,
then expressed his views. He said he had
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Val Latimer

inoculated 50 men employed at the Ballaring water works, and 72 persons in
Frankston, 24 for the second time, and
not one had shown any ill effects. It was a
prevalent idea that bad effects followed
inoculation. Such was not the case. The
only safe-guard was inoculation. He went
on to say that race meetings, theatres,
picture shows, etc. should all be prohibited. And for local requirements he considered a suitable building should be secured as an isolation hospital in case of
need. Influenza cases must be quarantined and the practice of allowing visitors
at the Frankston Hospital must be
stopped.
Cr. Mason asked if there was any way
of notifying the public that a place was
quarantined.
Dr. Griffeths replied, “Yes. By written
notice on the gate or by flying the yellow
flag.”
The council voted that all private houses, where cases of pneumonic influenza
exist, be brought under the quarantine
regulations. It was also decided that all
public libraries within the shire be closed.
Second-hand books were great distributors of disease. But when it was sug(Continued on page 15)
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WHAT’S

ON OUR

LIBRARY COMPUTERS?

Pam Norman

The Internet Computers - As at May, 2019
Latest additions and updates added for
the past three months for Ancestry and
Find My Past.

ANCESTRY (Worldwide Edition available on all three internet computers and
also on the scanning PC in the Microfiche Room).
United Kingdom (New & Updated Records)
 Cheshire, England, Parish Registers,
1538-1909.
 England Wales Civil Registration Birth
Index 1916-2007 and Marriage Index,
1916-2005.
 England and Wales Death Index, 20072017.
 England and Wales, National Probate
Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations, 1858-1995.
 Liverpool, England, Electoral Registers
1832-1970.
 London, England, Church of England
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 15381812.
 London, England, Church of England
Births and Baptisms 1813-1917, Marriages and Banns 1754-1932 and Deaths and
Burials 1813-2003.
 London, England, Poor Law Hospital
Admissions and Discharges 1842-1918.
 London, England, Poor Law School District Registers, 1852-1918, Poor Law and
Board of Guardian Records 1738-1930
and Selected Poor Law Removal and
Settlement Records, 1698-1930.
 Norfolk, England, Transcripts of Church
10

of England Baptism, Marriage and Burial
Registers, 1600-1935.
 Somerset, England, Church of England
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials 15311812.
 Surrey, England, Church of England
Marriages and Banns 1754-1933.
 UK, WW11 Alien Internees, 1939-1945.
 Scotland and Northern Ireland Death
Index, 1989-2017.
 Belfast, Northern Ireland from The Belfast Newsletter for Birth, Marriage and
Death Notices 1738-1925.
 Cork, Ireland Marriage Licence Bonds
Index 1623-1750.
United States (New & Updated Records)
 Idaho County Marriage Records 18641967.
 Kentucky Death Records 1852-1965.
 Massachusetts, Boston Archdiocese
Roman Catholic Sacramental Records
1789-1900.
 Minnesota Birth Index 1935-2000.
 New York Death Index 1852-1956.
 New York State Marriage Index 18811967.
 Pennsylvania, Birth Certificates 19061911.
 U.S. Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America Church Records 1781-1969.
 U.S. World War 11 Draft Registration
Cards 1942 and WW11 Draft Cards Young
Men 1940-1947.
Canada (New & Updated Records)
 Canada, WW1 CEF Personnel Files 1914
-1918.
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 Ontario, Canada Births 1858-1913, Marriages 1826-1937 and Deaths (also covering Overseas Deaths), 1869-1947.
Europe (New & Updated Records)
France
 France Historical Postcards 1893-1963.
 Hautes-Alpes, France Census 1836,
1856, 1876 and 1896.
 Upper Brittany, France Births and Baptisms 1501-1907, Marriages 1536-1907
and Death and Burials 1540-1971.
 Vienne, France Census 1896.
Germany
 Bad Doberan, Germany Tourist Registers 1794-1878.
 Barnim, Germany Deaths 1874-1966.
 Berlin, Germany Births 1874-1906.
 Eastern Prussian Provinces, Germany
(Poland), Selected Civil Vitals 1874-1945.
 Nienburg, Germany Marriages 18741937.
 Trier, Germany, Births 1798-1904, Marriages 1798-1924, Deaths 1798-1950 and
Census 1795-1864.
 Trier, Germany, Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials 1600-1798.
Sweden
 Sweden Indexed Records covering
Births 1859-1947, Marriage 1860-1947
and Deaths 1840-1947.

FIND MY PAST (Worldwide edition
available on internet computer 1 only)
Australia and New Zealand
No new records added.
United Kingdom (New & Updated Records)
 1939 Register updated.
 Berkshire, England Baptism Index for
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the parishes of Beenham St Mary, Bray St
Michael, Cholsey St Mary, Kintbury St
Mary, Reading St Giles and St Mary,
Remenham St Nicholas and Tilehurst St
Michael.
 Britain, Knights of The Realm and Commonwealth Index.
 British and Irish Newspapers updated.
Check lists under Findmypast newspapers.
 British Army Records and Regimental
Histories for the 1st Battalion Royal Scots
in the South African War and dispatches
of the Lincolnshire Regiment from the
First World War.
 British India Office Deaths and Burials
spanning the years 1897 to 1947.
 Devon, England Port Books for Appledore, Barnstaple and Bideford between
1595 and 1705. Information contains the
names of the ship's masters and merchants, ship's name, cargo and ship's
registry.
 Devon, England Baptism records for
Appledore and Bideford and Burials from
the parish of Northam.
 Devon, England Land Tax and Valuation
Records from Northam and Clovelly.
 England and Wales Non-Conformist
Records for births, baptisms, marriages
and burials covering Methodist churches
in the English port city of Liverpool between 1800 and 1915.
 England, Domesday Book 1086.
 Kent, England Parish Registers from
registers held at the Kent History and
Library Centre in Maidstone and includes
Baptisms, Marriages and Banns and Burials.
 Kent, England Poor Law and Occupations records.
(Continued on page 12)
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 Lancashire Wills & Probates 1457-1858.
 Liverpool, England Church of England
Parish Records for baptisms, marriages,
burials and congregational records spanning the years 1653 to 1991.
 Liverpool, England Roman Catholic Parish Records spanning the years 1754 to
1988.
 Liverpool Workhouse Registers for
Fazakerley Cottage Homes, Kirkdale Industrial Schools, West Derby Union
Workhouse, Olive Mount Children's
Home, Sefton General Hospital, Toxteth
Park Workhouse and Walton Workhouse.
 National School Admission Registers
and Log Books 1870-1914 for schools
across Liverpool and Lancashire between
1807 and 1952.
 Yorkshire, England Baptisms, Marriages
and Banns and Burials.
 Scotland, Antenuptial Relationship Index 1661-1780 from Kirk Sessions registers.
 Scotland, Criminal Database 1801-1917.
Records of Crown Office Precognitions
and High Court Trial Papers.
 Scotland, Dundee and Forfarshire
(Angus) Hearth Tax 1691.
 Scotland, Edinburgh Field Officers from
Almanacs 1758-1800.
 Scotland, Irregular & Cross Order Marriage Index from 1624-1898 covering
Gretna Green, Coldstream and Lamberton.
 Scotland, Midlothian 1834 Dalkeith
Census.
 Scotland, Newspaper Death Reports
between 1807 and 1990.
 Scotland, People of Banffshire 1334-
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1851 from Kirk Session minutes.
 Scotland, Renfrewshire, Paisley Poll Tax
1695.
 Ireland, Kerry Histories and Reference
Guide books.
 Ireland, Limerick Histories and Reference Guide books.
 Irish Newspaper Transcript Archive biographical notices compiled by Rosemary
Ffolliott.
UNITED STATES and CANADA (New and
Updated Records)
 Arkansas First Draft Registration Cards
1940-1945.
 Cincinnati Roman Catholic Parish Records from 1800 to 1979.
 New England, Passenger and Crew Lists
covering whaling crews operating out of
Fall River, Salem, New London and on
board the ship Charles W Morgan.
 US Servicemen in North Devon England
1943-1945.
 United States Directories and Almanacs
of New York City from 1786 to 1923.
 United States Passport Applications
from 1795 to 1925.
 Ontario, Canada Genealogical Society
Provincial Index containing over 2.6 million records and information on Ontario
families.
CENTRAL AMERICA
 Mexico, Indexes to Baptisms 15601950, Marriages 1570-1950 and Deaths
1680-1940. 
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The Network Computers

I

n mid-July last year, a visit was made to
the historic Sydney suburb of Parramatta. As genealogists, one of our main
areas of interest was the St John’s Anglican
Cemetery located on the south-western
edge of town. A plaque on the front entrance proclaims St John’s as the “oldest
cemetery in Australia” with the first burial
occurring just two years after the landing
of the first fleet. One of the early interments was that of the Convict Superintendent Henry Dodd, who had arrived in January 1788 on the First Fleet. His death in
January 1791 was marked by the colony’s
first public funeral, along with a simple
headstone inscribed “H. E. Dodd 1791”.
Astonishingly, after nearly 230 years, this
legible headstone still exists, making it Australia’s oldest grave with headstone intact.
To stroll around this attractive and
peaceful graveyard, cut off as it is by the
immensely old brick and mortar walls, from
modern civilization just metres away, was
to take a step back in time to the very beginnings of white settlement in Australia.
To see names and dates from the 1790s
was to identify with the first white settlers
of this nation, men and women who left
their homes and families on the other side
of the world, either under duress by or by
choice, were transported down an uncertain path to an unknown land, and then
faced challenges of an enormity that we
today, cannot begin to imagine. And there
we were, visiting their final resting place,
surrounded by the many headstones and
the many more grass-covered unmarked
graves.
For those researchers whose ancestors
arrived in this country aboard the first
fleet, this burial ground may have a very
personal appeal, with more than fifty of the
first arrivals interred here.
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Burial lists for cemeteries around Australia are increasingly becoming available
online, however all too often, the desired
cemetery records remain frustratingly unavailable.
The Network computers contain burial
records and indexes for a number of cemeteries, both large and small throughout
Victoria, and interstate, with many of them
not accessible on the internet.
Looking in the Victoria folder under
“Cemeteries”, one of the more useful databases is the “Cheltenham Memorial Park”
headstone transcriptions. This is a comprehensive listing of all legible headstones and
plaques from the monumental area of this
cemetery up to the year 2000. Originally
known as the “New Cheltenham Cemetery”
and located on Holloway Rd (later renamed
Wangara Rd), it opened with the first burial
on Monday 27th March 1933. It had been
created when the nearby 68-year-old Pioneer Cemetery beside the railway station in
Charman Rd, approached capacity, and
new grounds were required for the interment needs of the ever-growing local population.
Compiled over several years by dedicated MPFHS volunteers, this resource can
offer names of the deceased, dates, and
names of family members. A plan of the
cemetery is provided, and each transcription is accompanied by the grave number,
enabling the location to be determined.
Importantly, this database gives transcriptions for the many monuments that have
subsequently been removed, vandalised, or
have deteriorated to the point where they
can no longer be read.
Further to the north, the Boroondara
(also known as “Kew”) Cemetery in High St,
Kew, opened in the late 1850s, and provid(Continued on page 14)
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ed a final resting place for the deceased
from the affluent surrounding suburbs of
Hawthorn, Camberwell, Canterbury, Balwyn, Kew, and others. In many cases
monuments in this cemetery reflect this
affluence, and included amongst them is
an elaborate memorial to the young Annie Springthorpe (d.1897) which has been
referred to as “the finest…in the Southern
Hemisphere”.

Whilst burials in this cemetery can be
searched on the internet, the database
contained on the Network computers has
a much more helpful index, giving name,
age, date of death, burial location, and
occasionally comments. Even more useful
are the links provided in the index that
take the researcher to a transcription of
the headstone. As with the Cheltenham
database, these transcriptions will cover
memorials that are no longer legible, or
simply do not exist anymore due to age,
weathering, replacement, or vandalism.
A more general Victorian cemetery resource can be found under the title “AIGS
Cemetery Transcriptions”. This database
contains tens of thousands of records
from almost 260 cemeteries, of varying
sizes, from around the state. Whilst not
technically providing a transcription, the
information contained in this resource
has been taken from cemetery records
14

and headstone transcriptions, covering
the period 1836 to 1988. Details provided
include (where documented) Surname
and Given Names, age, name of cemetery, date of burial, and date of death,
and the records can be searched by any
of these parameters.
One of the most useful databases in the
Victorian collection is the “Vic SW Cemeteries”. This is an extensive compilation of
graves from more than 145 cemeteries,
large and small, from the south-western
region of the state. With more than
107,000 names listed, this resource provides information such as Surnames and
Given Names, date of birth (where available), date of death, age, and comments,
which are usually an abbreviation of the
headstone or plaque inscription. Of most
use is the collection of high-quality photos of more than 30,780 headstones and
plaques from these cemeteries.
The main index provides a choice of
either a global surname index, or a list of
cemeteries for a more local name search.
A camera icon beside a name indicates
that a photo is available, and this can be
accessed by clicking the icon. An added
bonus is the inclusion of contact details
for many of the cemeteries, along with
specific directions to assist in locating
each cemetery for those who wish to visit, as well as general photos of the
grounds.
Cemetery records and headstones can
provide an important source of information about one’s forebears; a photograph of the monument gives an element
of realism not achieved by a text transcription, and a visit to the grave not only
confirms the reliability of the record but
helps establish a tangible connection with
the past, however near or far in time. 
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2019

Can You Help?

Please Note

Your journal, Peninsula Past Times, is
ever in need of interesting articles to
print. I’m hoping those of you who
have made a surprising discovery whether it be finding someone has an
unusual occupation, a suffragette perhaps, or even a murderer - might write
it up and send it to me to print. Like
most family researchers, we love the
unexpected - something that makes us
say “OMG”. Let us know what has
surprised/excited you in your research.
(Names can be changed to protect the
innocent!)

If your magazine has a red circle

Email your story - short or long to: editor@mpfhs.org

(Continued from page 9)

gested that the Frankston market be
closed, it was considered unnecessary. It
was also stated that the Railway Department had decided not to run excursion
trains.
Two weeks later it was reported that
the position in Frankston regarding the
prevailing epidemic appeared to be
“entirely satisfactory”. There were two
cases being treated at the temporary
infectious hospital, located in the State
School buildings.
HEALTH OFFICER REPORTS
In February 1920 Dr. Griffeths submitted a report, stating that “during the

on it, your subs are overdue. Our
Treasurer would be overjoyed if
you could attend to this promptly.


If you would like to receive your
journal digitally, please make a note
on your renewal slip each year (or
leave a note for our Journal distributors at the reception desk). You’ll
have the advantage of reading a
journal with some colour and you’ll
also receive it much sooner.
early months of 1919 influenza was very
prevalent, but ample provision was
made by our council to deal with a serious epidemic in the shire. Schools were
closed, and in some cases these buildings were converted into hospitals,
properly equipped and staffed, but fortunately no serious need arose for receiving numerous patients. No deaths
are recorded at Hastings, Somerville and
Frankston, but some people removed to
Melbourne from these districts, died in
metropolitan hospitals. 
Sources: Mornington Standard: 1919
February 8, 22, 27; May 24.

DISCLAIMER:
Neither the Mornington Peninsula Family History Society nor the Editor accept any responsibility
for opinions or the accuracy of the information contained in this publication.
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ANZAC DAY REFLECTIONS
Whilst researching a Mornington family recently, I recalled the talk we had
from Carol Rosenheim discussing her
book, “The Man Who Carried the Nation’s Grief”. Her subject was the enormous amount of work which Base Records was called upon to do, in relation
those who served in WW1.
Dr James Somers, doctor in Mornington for about 45 years, had 3 sons who
all served abroad. His eldest son, Noel
Travers Edgeworth Somers, a bank clerk
aged 21½ enlisted on 19th December
1914. What a Christmas present for his
parents. We have do not know whether
they regarded this as a source of pride or
of dread. Noel had served as a cadet in
the Royal Navy, Stonyhurst College, so
his volunteering for military service might
not have come as a complete surprise.
On the attestation form, Dr Somers
requested to be ‘notified direct in the
event of casualty’. Later in the package of
the war records of Private Noel Somers,
there is a hand written amendment to
this request, ‘Also notify Sister Somers,
Military Hospital, Grand Hotel Egypt,
Helonan’, his wife.
One doesn’t have to look too much
further into the records to find a vivid red
stamp on the attestation form – MISSING. By page 7 of the 46 page record, the
Field Service record shows ‘killed in action on 8th August 1915’. A short 8
months had passed since he had sailed
from Melbourne.
All this time, Dr Somers and his wife
in Mornington have been unaware. The
time and distance from conflict have given them space to feel the pride in their
son, and to take comfort from others in
16

Leonie Marshall

the township who are sharing the same
‘not knowing’.
Base Records in Melbourne were doing their best to keep everyone informed,
but by 6th September 1915 the suspense
had become too much for Dr. Somers
who wrote,
I received your telegram informing me
that my son, Noel T.E Somers has been
missing since the 8th of August. I know
how overwhelmed the Department is
with work, and would of course only under exceptional circumstances ask for
further information which I shall be
grateful for receiving…My wife and I will
be grateful to you if you will have the
great kindness to help us in… this time of
intense anxiety… With apologies for troubling you.’
Base Records replied in the kindest
possible way, that no further information
was available at that time, but that the
American Ambassador in Constantinople
had the matter in hand. By 31st January
1916 – some 5 months after the action in
which he was listed as ‘missing’,
J.M.Lean, Officer in Charge of Base Records reported that there was still no further information available, apart from
the fact that 8 officers and 60 other ranks
were taken prisoner and were at present
interned in Turkey.
An inquest was held and the Australian Red Cross Information Bureau in Melbourne was able to record details of the
battle in which Pte Somers was a casualty, along with about 65 others.
By 11th July, 1916, Dr Somers was able
to write to Base Records, acknowledging
receipt of certificates of his son’s death
at Gallipoli. ‘I wish also to thank you for
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2019

your kindness and courtesy to me.’
In this age of instant communication,
it is difficult to comprehend the time delay in gathering accurate news. This is
just one example of the sympathy with
which Base Records dealt with the tension which must have been felt in so

WHERE

WAS

many households. Carol Rosenheim was
one of our speakers recently, who bring
to our Society new aspects of family history and information to help our research. 

JOHN (A SHROPSHIRE LAD)

W

as it a case of “How ya gonna
keep ‘em down on the farm after
they’ve seen Paree?” Well, as far as I
know great grandfather John Ikin (born
1850 on a farm in Lee Brockhurst, Shropshire), didn’t ever go to France, so just
where was he when the 1871 census was
recorded on the second of April, 1871?
To start the story, gt.grandfather John
was the second youngest of seven children born to farmer William Ikin and his
wife Mary Pitchford. On both the 1851
and 1861 census returns, he is listed as
being at home on the family farm. On the
1871 census he is missing and nowhere
to be found. Where was he? He was not
with other Ikin relatives, nor with his
mother’s Pitchford family. We know that
he and his younger brother Robert sailed
the following year (1872) on the SS Great
Britain for Australia, both giving their
occupations on the shipping list as
‘farmers’.
However on arrival, John became a
storekeeper in Traralgon, Victoria in partnership with Thomas Betteson, then after
the partnership was dissolved in 1880,
moved to Bendigo where he was a tailor
and men’s wear proprietor. Three of his
sons became tailors also – and hanging in
my wardrobe is the very suit sewn by one
of my father’s uncles to be worn at my
parents’ wedding in 1944.
Peninsula Past Times - May, 2019

IN

1871?

S Beckett

(Unfortunately, Gt.Uncle Albert didn’t
get it finished in time, so Dad had to buy
a suit off the peg).
Now – the mystery always was how
did a farmer’s lad become a tailor? When
years ago I finally managed to get access
to Ancestry.uk, I had another shot at finding him. No luck – John Ikin aged 21 was
not listed anywhere. Nor were any of the
usual variations of Ikin – Eiken, Ekyn,
Ykin, etc.
Finally in desperation – I tried a blanket search of all the Johns born 1850 in
Lee Brockhurst, Shropshire. No luck, so I
next tried all the Johns born 1850 in
Wem, Shropshire (Dad said that his
grandfather had always said he was born
in Wem – possibly because this could be
found on a map whereas the farming
village of Lee Brockhurst may not appear). A resulting 43 entries covering the
birth years of 1848 to 1854 – one of
which was John Skin born Wem, aged 22
and listed as being a Drapery Salesman
(one of many) at Warwick House, Birmingham. This looked a distinct possibility. However I knew there had been families in Shropshire named Skin which was
often confused with Ikin when transcribed.
A look at the actual image of the census page confirmed it clearly written as
(Continued on page 19)
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BROWSING

IN THE

DROP FILE

Val Latimer

Note: Articles from earlier copies of Family Tree Magazine and Police Historical Society have been included because of their content. All items are not listed here due to
space.
BMD Indexes
 When ‘baptised’ doesn’t mean ‘born’.
[Doc.3]: Family Tree Magazine 2006 April.
Chelsea Pensioners (New folder)
 Some Out-Pensioners of Chelsea Hospital 1810-1824 Parts 1 and 2. [Doc.1]:
Family Tree Magazine 2004 Dec.& 2005
Jan. These articles list hundreds of
names.
Frankston 100 years ago (5)
 100 Years Ago This Week. [Doc.3]:
Frankston Times 2018 Dec.18, from the
pages of the Mornington Standard 1918
Dec.21. In this issue notice is given that
the proprietorship of the “Standard” has
been transferred to Mr. Wm.Crawford
Young, son of the retiring owner
Mr.W.W.Young.
 100 Years Ago This Week. [Doc.15]:
Mornington News-2019 Mar.26, from the
pages of the Mornington Standard 1919
Mar.29. One item: “We are requested to
state that owing to the influenza epidemic the Welcome Social to Returned Soldiers at Frankston has been postponed
indefinitely.”
Hastings
 The Peninsula’s Own Nellie Melba-Miss
Rosa Alba [Doc.32]: Peninsula Essence
2019 March. The story of Amy Boulter,
born in 1890 in Fitzroy, the year that her
parents bought a property in Hastings.
Amy became a famed concert soprano,
known as Madame Rosa Alba, named as
was the custom then after an ancient
member of the rose family.
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Influenza Pandemic (New folder)
 Touched by the Spanish Flu Pandemic
[Doc.1]: 2019 Apr.6- Mary Vanderfeenreport on Dr. Anthea Hyslop’s presentation at MPFHS Saturday Seminar.
MPFHS News Items 2
 Hall on the Hill [Doc.21]: Frankston
Times 2019 Mar.5-Book details history of
Hall on the Hill.
“This publication provides a reflection of the influence and
legacy the Frankston Mechanics’ Institute
and Free Library has had on the community of Frankston and surrounding areas
for over 40 years”. Book launch is to be
held at the Frankston Mechanics’ Hall in
Bay Street, Frankston on 16 March at 2
p.m.
 ‘Hall on the Hill’ Book Launch Speaker
Jim Lowden [Doc.23]: 2019 Mar.16 - Jim
Lowden, member of Mechanics’ Institutes of Victoria - copy of “Celebration of
Memory” Jim’s dedication of the book.
Police
 Policing the Port Phillip District of NSW
[Doc.12]: Victoria Police Historical Society
2010
 History of Policing Pyalong 1851-1964
[Doc.14]: Victoria Police Historical Society
2012 No.2.
 History-Collingwood Police 1853-1909
[Doc.15]: Victoria Police Historical Society
2012 No.2.
 History of Mansfield Police [Doc.16]:
Victoria Police Historical Society 2008
No.1.
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Sage’s Cottage
 Eurutta Sages Cottage [Doc.13]: Victoria
Conservation Trust 2008 April: Booklet
outlining the history of Sages Cottage.

[Doc.1]: Family Tree Magazine 2006 August.
 South African Ancestry- Making the
most of the NAAIRS Index [Doc.2]: Family
Tree Magazine 2005 Oct. 

South Africa (New folder)
 Female Emigrants to South Africa
(Continued from page 17)

Skin. A deep down feeling that this was
‘my’ John remained. How to prove it? A
search of the GRO entries for Skin births
in Wem in 1850 was the answer – and
when this drew a blank, I was more convinced. The census entries are all very
evenly written – I suspect the owner of
the business might have given a handwritten list of his resident employees,
and perhaps the census enumerator
mistook Ikin for Skin on entering the

details onto the census form.
(Warwick House was Birmingham's
first department store and the
first palatial building in the town; it was
completed in 1839 with provision for
live-in workers learning the drapery
trade.)
Unless, I am eventually proven
wrong, I believe that John spent some
time in Birmingham learning the drapery/tailoring business before his emigration to Australia in 1872. 

What’s On?
2019
May
June

16

DNA Discussion Group—9.30-10.30am

1 Madam Brussels : A moral monster? - Dr Barbara Minchinton
20 DNA Discussion Group—9.30-10.30am

August

Family History Month
3 Peninsula Links to Early Melbourne: Benjamin & Martha
Baxter—Overton Road - Paul Clough
15 DNA Discussion Group—9.30-10.30am

September

19

October

5

DNA Discussion Group—9.30-10.30am

17

Murder! Murder! A political assignation attempt in Melbourne in 1879 and its aftermath - M Vanderfeen (+ AGM)
DNA Discussion Group—9.30-10.30am

November

21

DNA Discussion Group—9.30-10.30am

December

7

Family History Show & Tell, festive fare.
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Association Reg No. A0022751W

Meetings:
First Saturday afternoon (11.30-4pm) of February, April, June, August, October and December at
our library within the Frankston South Recreation Centre. (see p19 for meeting details).

Membership:

$45 single/$70 family - annually.

Newsletter:

Peninsula Past Times quarterly - free to members.
Subscription only: $20.00 annually (within Australia)

Library and Resource Centre

Phone: 03 9783 7058
Frankston South Recreation Centre, Tower Hill Road, Frankston. (Melway Ref: 102 E7)
(Postal Address: PO Box 4235, Frankston, 3199)
Open:
Tuesday
10.30 am - 2.30 pm
Thursday
10.30 am - 2.30 pm
Sunday
2 pm - 5 pm
Also: 1st & 3rd Wed.evenings of each month (during daylight saving months only) from 7pm - 9pm

The Society is based in Frankston on the Mornington Peninsula of Victoria providing members and visitors
with facilities for researching both locally and overseas. Holdings include books (reference and lending),
family history journals, microfiche and microfilm records, and computers networked with CD -rom records
and internet access with Ancestry.com and FindMyPast and the British Newspaper Archive. Visitors are
welcome to use the library for $10 per visit.

MPFHS COMMITTEE
President
Vice President

Lynne Emblin
Pam Norman

9787 4590
9789 6113

Secretary
Treasurer

Leonie Marshall 5981 2682
Ric Norman
9789 6113

Plus the following elected to committee:
Sandra Beckett 5979 1237
Sue Raso 9787 7086 Mary Vanderfeen

Sonja Dicker

Members co-opted to carry out the following duties:
The Library/Resources
Marketing
Local History Index
Pam Norman
Sales, Events, Publicity
Computers
Ric Norman
Speakers
New Books/Catalogue
Jan Blees
Library Duty Roster
Corinna Landman Member Services
Drop File/Library Displays
Val Latimer
Membership Secretary
Maps
Anne Ringer
Beginner Classes/U3A Classes
English Certificate Service

Research

Position Vacant
Mary Vanderfeen

Sue Raso
Lynne Emblin
Anne Ringer

Mary Vanderfeen, Lynne Emblin and others

Communication
Mailing of Past Times/Facebook
Past Times editor/e-bulletin editor

Barb Geeves
Sandra Beckett (email: editor@mpfhs.org or by post to
PO Box 381, Hastings. 3915)

Note: Articles for Past Times may be submitted at any time and preferably un-formatted. Any accompanying photos should be sent separately. Closing date for August’s journal is 20th July.

Visit us on the internet:
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www.mpfhs.org (and join us, too, on Facebook)
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