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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
I know Christmas and New Year
seems just a distant memory, however I
would like to thank everyone who made
our Christmas Breakup such a success.
The stories told covered all the emotions,
whilst many attending went home with
lovely hampers and gifts from the raffle.
A great celebration ending with a delicious afternoon tea that we all enjoyed.
On a not so typical summer’s day,
Sandra and Peter Beckett hosted an
afternoon tea for our library volunteers
(along with their partners) to thank them
for their contribution to the Society over
the last year. A very pleasant afternoon
was had by all as we chatted over a range
of subjects, including some very interesting family history finds. Thank you to
Sandra and Peter.
The Library has reopened, and it’s
thanks to Roger McDonald, Paul Clough
and Sue Raso that the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month from 7.00 – 9.00pm
will continue to be available for research.
During the Christmas closure a number of our members spent a day in the
library where a stocktake of books and

housekeeping occurred. Unfortunately
we are missing several books, in particular a book on Swan Hill and a copy of
“Fifteen Young Men” by Paul Kennedy. If
you find that you have these at home,
could you please return them to the library as we don’t want to spend funds
duplicating prior purchases.
Our Society has been asked to partner
with the LDS on the community radio
station 3RPP in a segment on family history. When the details are made known,
you may like to tune in – better still if you
would like to be one of the presenters,
please let me know.
Prior to our guest speaker on the 3rd
February, which is Leslie Berry on the
subject of Family Search, there will be a
Special Meeting.
The meeting itself
shouldn’t take long, for more details, see
pages 16-17.
As you can see the Christmas closure
has been very busy for our committee
and we look forward to a further upgrades in other areas of the Society over
this year.
Happy researching,

Lynne
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AN INCREDIBLE ENCOUNTER

Gail Thornthwaite

M

y father, Ralph Maxwell Thornthwaite, was born in Adelaide in 1917 and died in
2000. His father died in 1926 when Ralph was nine and his brother Geoff was
five. They, with their mother Ida Esther Thornthwaite, nee Harrington, went to live
with their grandmother, Edith Jane Harrington, nee Kelly.
Since childhood Ralph had wondered about his Grandfather Harrington, whom he
never knew. Over the years he had attempted to trace his grandfather, especially after
his own retirement in 1978. Ralph’s interest in genealogy was ramped up during the
1980s when, together with other family members, he became involved in organising
the William Kelly Clein Reunion. Held in Adelaide over three days in October 1988, the
reunion celebrated the 150th anniversary of the landing at Holdfast Bay, S.A., of William and Jane Kelly, formerly of Sulby Glen, Isle of Man.
What follows is Ralph’s account of piecing together the puzzle of his second grandfather, through a chance meeting in Mathoura, N.S.W in 1986 and in the context of his
two-year preparations for the 1988 Kelly Clein Reunion.
WHATEVER DID HAPPEN TO GRANDPA HARRINGTON? by Ralph Thornthwaite
When I was five years of age my playmates all had two grandfathers, while I
had only Grandfather Thornthwaite. Dad
referred to him as “Sir” and that’s what I
started calling him. But he lived in another state and I was about eleven before I
remember meeting him. If I mentioned
the absence of the other grandpa I was
just told that he had gone away, but it
didn’t sound as if he had died.
For sixty-five years of my seventy years
I have wondered what happened to
Grandpa Harrington. At various times I
have tried a little amateurish research
and I have even paid good money to the
Registrar of Births Marriages and Deaths,
all with no results. “Person unknown”.
I checked with some of my first cousins
when I could reason that he was their
grandpa too. None were old enough to
know him personally before he disappeared, and with all of them, as with me,
his name was taboo. What’s more, there
were no photographs of him in existence.
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This was even more peculiar considering
that Mum, my little brother Geoff and I
all went to live and keep house for Nanny
(Grandmother Harrington). This was in
1926. I lived in that home until 1942 and
the only information I ever gleaned from
Nanny and Mum was that ‘he went off
with another woman and we have never
heard anything from him.’
Let us leave this story and move to
Christmas 1986. After an absence of 10
years from the event, my wife Joan and I,
in my 70th year, suddenly decided to
make an appearance at the 17th Annual
Red Cross Murray River Canoe Marathon.
This 5-day event, 400 km race between
Yarrawonga and Swan Hill was begun in
1969 and developed as a money-raiser
for the Red Cross.
The 1986 event promised 630 paddlers,
and, with their followers along the bank
to set up camp each night, and all the
services required, there is a 3000 strong
(Continued on page 4)
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community attached to the event. At the
initial welcome and briefing at Yarrawonga before the race start, the Co-ordinator
announced that Joan and Ralph
Thornthwaite would be coming from Adelaide to join the Marathon at Tocumwal,
N.S.W, the finish of the first leg of the
race. We realised later that this explained
the very warm reception we received
from old friends and total strangers.
However, the most incredible encounter of my life occurred the following
afternoon at Mathoura, N.S.W, the overnight camp for the second stage of the
race. Joan and I walked into a large hall,
converted by the Red Cross Medical Services into a First Aid Station and Massage
Centre. As we stood, absorbing the scene, a friendly-looking lady, a volunteer
Red Cross first-aider and a total stranger
to us, walked over and started chatting.
We exchanged introductions. She was
Joan Ryan from the Melbourne suburb of
Croydon. Her daughter was in charge of
the Unit and her son was 2.I.C. I explained that we had lived in Melbourne,
were now retired in Adelaide, and the
circumstances which led to us rejoining
this Marathon.
Joan R. then went on to say that her
grandparents came from Adelaide, but
her grandmother left there in disgrace,
adding that her grandfather owned quite
a parcel of land in Prospect, now one of
the city’s old inner suburbs. God knows
what prompted her to make such an admission like that - about her grandmother I mean, to perfect strangers, but, with
the intention of re-assuring her that most
families have a skeleton or two in the
cupboard, I mentioned that I also had a
4

‘black sheep’ in our family and the peculiar thing about it was that his branch of
the family settled in Prospect early in
South Australia’s history.
She described the story, handed down
through their family that, as a young
woman, her grandmother returned home
one day to find her photograph turned to
face the wall, so she packed her things
and left home never to return. (In those
days, circa 1900, this was evidently the
only acceptable remedy after disgracing
one’s family.) I was stirred to make some
remark here, being conscious of our
handed down story of a grandfather who
‘lit out’ with a fancy woman, never to be
heard of again, and whose name, hence
forward, was absolutely taboo, in the
course of which I mentioned that my ancestors were “Harringtons”.
I noticed a peculiar expression on her
face accompanied by a very pregnant
silence. More to break the spell than anything else, I became specific by adding
that my grandfather’s name was David
Abraham Harrington. At that she appeared to wobble at the knees. She
looked at me with an incredulous expression and finally stuttered, “BUT HE IS MY
GRANDFATHER TOO!”
Anyone would have to agree that the
odds against such a meeting would be
astronomical, but reserve your judgement until more of this story is unfolded.
Joan Ryan and many of her relatives of
the same generation had caught the current fever of genealogy. Joan’s brother,
Ernest Hobbs of the Victorian Murray
River town of Cobram, perhaps more so.
He had tried everything that he could
think of to trace their family tree back
beyond their Harrington grandparents,
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and
virtually
kept
“running into a blank
wall” – the same old
story – person unknown. Only a short
time before our memorable
meeting
Ern
Hobbs had begun to
realise that a name
change might be the
answer. For example, he
had some military correspondence disclaiming
any record of his grandfather, but listing the
names
of
the
D.A Harrington, 9th Lancers, Parramatta Barracks, 1875.
‘Harringtons’ who had
been in service.
Joan Ryan was fairly jumping up and
Our encounter with Joan Ryan brought down by now, much to Joan
to light that there had been such a name Thornthwaite’s amusement and the curichange. The Arthur Harrington she had osity of the other Red Cross first-aid staff.
always known was really the D.A. men- She wanted to know of our intended
tioned among the Harringtons who had movements, as our caravan was parked
seen service in the Forces. Thus the ex- at Echuca for three nights. The historical
citement when I mentioned “David Abra- meeting with her family members took
ham” of Prospect. David Abraham had place in our caravan in the Echuca
disappeared from the face of the earth ‘Victoria’ Caravan Park, and how the
and Arthur Harrington suddenly ap- tongues wagged. All sorts of pieces of
peared interstate. He even went through intelligence were fitted together and
a form of marriage under his new name, items of memorabilia produced for inwhich I believe had to be bigamous.
spection. Actually Rachel, as I stated, was
It is now well established that the er- born in 1879 and would have been 25
rant woman’s real maiden name was years younger than David, born in 1854,
Rachel Montgomery MILDRED, but the although he claimed to have been born
marriage certificate instead carries the in 1867.
maiden name Louisa Rachel WILSON,
I mentioned memorabilia earlier and
born Albany, W.A. Likewise, the certifi- one item which was handed down
cate declares that Arthur Harrington, through the second family and retained
born in Paddington, N.S.W. was the by his descendants was shown to me that
bridegroom. It is no wonder that our re- afternoon. It was a large silver star with a
spective ancestors were so difficult to round gold plate attached to its centre,
(Continued on page 6)
trace.
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altogether too large to be a brooch. It
was handcrafted in a rather amateurish
fashion except for the engraved lettering,
which were the initials E.J.H. They have
kept this since David’s death in 1937
without having a clue as to whose initials
they could be, until I produced the certificate of Edith Jane Harrington’s, nee Kelly,
marriage to David Abraham in 1876.
What stunned our three guests most
that day at Echuca, and they repeatedly
exclaimed about it, was their grandparents’ strict upbringing of their children
which flowed on to the grandchildren;
their training to tell the truth and be circumspect in every regard, when all the
time the grandparents were living out
such a colossal lie. They had a family of
three daughters, Mary born in 1907,

Rachael in 1908 and Elinor in 1910. I understand there are 83 descendants in this
branch.
What is not yet established is the date
the couple vanished and what triggered it
off. When Mary was born in 1907, one
naturally wonders whether Rachel’s pregnancy could have been the cause of the
upheaval.
Footnote:
David Abraham Harrington (1854-1937
parents: James Harrington (1812-1873)
& Amelia Barnard (1814-1899)
married: Edith Jane Kelly (1856-1944)
David Abraham was 21 when he married
Edith Jane Kelly (19 yrs) 1876 July 19 at
the Goulds Creek residence of the father
of the bride. They had 10 children between 1877 and 1897. 

What a way to find your cousin! An astonishing story! (Ed.note)

NEW MPFHS

MEMBERS

Since February 2017, the following people have joined our Society. We extend a warm
welcome and wish them many happy hours of family history discoveries.

Robert Anselmi
Michael Burke
Melva Cook
Mary Cooper
Maxine Coughlan
Allan Dixon
Beverley Hannan & Victor Webster
Nadine Hudson
Louise Jager
Michael Lord & Brenda Nicholls
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Joan Mitchell
Judy Nicholls
Veronica St. Clair
Joan Smith
Michael Taylor
John Trevillian
Irene Wallace
Gwen White
Pauline Young
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REACHING OUT (or Tales from the Sales Front)

F

rom time to time your committee
members are called upon to reach
out to members of other societies. This is
seen as an ideal opportunity to spread
the good news about genealogy – or geniology as some like to call it. Just call it
family history!
Recent events are typical of the kind
of activity we have taken part in, on your
behalf.
As experts in our field, we provided
speakers to a group whose interests were
wide and varied. This was the chance we
had been waiting for to use the data projector which we had bought. Of course
the technology wasn’t beyond us, we had
practised. The group was offering the use
of their projector, but no, we could bring
our own. They also had any amount of
technical equipment, including microphones or headphones. Having polished
our talk, and spent ages preparing the
material for the projector, we set off confident that all would be well. That was,
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L Marshall

until the laptop failed to talk to our projector, and we had to use the one supplied by the group. This involved a very
impatient delay, supervised by the speaker co-ordinator whose confidence in us
was diminishing by the moment. However, we sailed on, and were received with
polite applause. I don’t think we will be
asked back to give them the benefit of
other aspects of our fascinating interest.
Please always be kind and attentive to
visiting speakers. In the main, they are
not professionals, and they are very interested in their topic, even if you have
heard it all before.
Another way of publicising our group
is to represent ourselves at Expo events.
These give us a chance to highlight the
variety of work that we do, and to sell our
publications. When these are arrayed on
a table, we are justly proud of how much
we have done, in 30+ years. At one indoor event we battled to be heard against
a small brass band which kept everyone’s
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toes tapping. Brass bands, however, are
really made to be heard outside. With
them on one side of us, and the footy
crowd outside roaring their team on in a
grand final on the other, it was difficult to
hear the intimate stories of how each
person’s family is connected to Adam and
Eve, or Frankston. Perhaps we should
have been grateful.
The silence in another venue was a
sharp contrast. The organisers had done a
wonderful job in attracting a wellrespected author, and a crowd keen to
participate in the workshop. At the appointed time, all of a sudden, the crowd
that was jostling to check out our publications, disappeared for 3 hours to hear the
author, and we were left sharing stories
of our own family history between ourselves. Satiated by the author, and filled
with renewed enthusiasm, the crowd
then rushed off home to resume their
research.
Local history is vital to a local population and everyone loves to see their name
in print. We have stood on stalls watching
sample volumes of our publications being
well thumbed before being replaced on
the racks. It’s easy to see who are the
serious researchers: they don’t bother
with the meat of the book, but turn
straight away to the index. If their family
is not mentioned, there’s no use paying
out for information about anyone else.
It’s tempting to omit the index from a
book, thus forcing a more careful reading
of the whole text, but we all know that
we do the same.
Setting up a table and attracting a buyer or two, calls on the creative efforts of
your committee. Standing for hours with
nothing to do but listen to stories of potential non-buyers, calls for ingenuity, as
one tries to turn the tale into a sales op8

portunity, or at least an excuse to recruit
a new member or visitor to the library.
We are fair game for all who pass by, such
as the random comments of the advocate
of legalising drugs – nothing at all to do
with genealogy – who engaged us in a
serious debate, whilst taking photos for a
magazine. Another visitor represented
several organisations, amongst which was
an arts organisation. From her gestures
and demonstrative manner it was not
surprising that the arts flourished under
her attention. All that was missing was
the tutu.
The mere mention of school records,
and of Frankston, brought to the table a
technician who spent at least two years at
the local technical college. He had since
risen to great heights in a field of the new
technology, although we might have been
able to do without a complete curriculum
vitae, including time spent in America. As
far as we were able to discern, his only
connection with Frankston was the valuable technical school years. Where is a
new distraction when you need one? The
fairy from the lighthouse organisation
could have helped.
‘Naming Frankston Streets’ and
‘Echoes From the Front’ battle gamely in
an attempt to counter the myths about
Frankston. We have a rich cultural history
which we are often left to defend. In an
attempt to prove the point, I mentioned
Graham Kennedy’s residence in Frankston, but this left the young estate agents
I was talking to looking blank. ‘Who’s he?’
‘You know, the chap who was with Bert
Newton.’
It’s not all time wasted. We have had
our faces on the local telly news, but even
our mothers might not have recognised
us. Are we just as vain as the people who
want to see their name in print? 
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WHAT’S

ON OUR

LIBRARY COMPUTERS?

Pam Norman

The Internet Computers - As at FEBRUARY, 2018
Latest additions and updates added for
the past three months for Ancestry and
Find My Past.
ANCESTRY (Worldwide Edition available
on all three internet computers).
Australia and New Zealand
New and updated databases since November 2017  Updates to Sydney, Australia, Anglican
Parish Registers 1814-2011.
 Updated WW-1 Service Records 19141920 for Australia. Updates to Australian
and New Zealand Find a Grave Index
1900s-Current and Obituary Index, 20042007.
 New records added for Queensland
include Mining Accident Index, 18821945 and World War 1 Soldier Portraits,
1914-1918.
United Kingdom
Updated records for the following UK and Ireland, Obituary Index, 20042017, and Find a Grave Index, 1300sCurrent.
Wiltshire, England, Church of England
Births and Baptisms, 1813-1916, Marriages and Banns, 1754-1916, Deaths and
Burials 1813-1916, and Baptisms, Marriages and Burials from 1538-1812.
New records  Berkshire, England, Electoral Registers,
1840-1965.
 Huntingdonshire, England, Extracted
Church of England Parish Records, 15591836.
 Suffolk, England, Church of England
Parish Records, 1538-1850.
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 England, Dreadnought Seamen's Hospi-

tal Admissions and Discharges, 18261930.
 UK, Absent Voters Lists, 1919-1925,
1939.
 UK, University of London Student Records, 1836-1945.
 Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland, Carnegie
Music Institution Registers, 1910-1920.
 Fife, Scotland, Asylum Registers, 18661937 and Electoral Registers, 1914-1966.
United States
Updated records for the following Carroll County, Missouri Marriages 1833
-1856.
Florida, Compiled Service Records, Florida Indian Wars, 1835-1858.
Louisiana, Statewide Death Index, 18191964.
Massachusetts, Death Records 18411915.
Missouri, Western District Naturalization Index 1840-1990.
New Mexico Civil Records of New Spain,
1621-1821.
South Carolina County Marriage Records
1907-2000.
North Carolina Death Certificates 19091976.
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, Church
and Town Records, 1669-2013.
Texas Naturalization Records, 18521991.
Virginia Death Records 1912-2014.
1860 and 1870 United States Federal
Census.
U.S., Union Soldiers Compiled Service
Records and Confederate Service Records
1861-1865.
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Newfoundland, Canada, Census 1921,

U.S., Compiled Military Service Records

1935 and 1945, Church Records 17931899, Births, Marriages and Deaths 18501949 and also 1757-1901.
Nova Scotia Antigonish Catholic Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1823-1905.
Ontario Roman Catholic Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1760-1923.
Ontario Census Mortality Schedule 1871
and Toronto Trust Cemeteries, 18261989.
Prince Edward Island, Canada, Baptisms,
Marriages and Burials 1780-1983. Marriage Registers, 1832-1888 and Death
Card Index 1810-1913.
Updates to Ontario Marriages 1826-1936
and Deaths, and Deaths Overseas 18691946.

for American Volunteer Soldiers, Mexican
War, 1845-1848.
U.S., Compiled Service Records, Post
Revolutionary War Volunteer Soldiers
1784-1811.
U.S., WW-2 Draft Cards Young Men,
1940-1947.
U.S., Cemetery and Funeral Home Collection, 1847-2017,
Find a Grave Index 1600s to Current and
Obituary Collection 1930-2017.
New Records Boston, Massachusetts, Catholic Sacramental Records, 1789-1900.
Brooklyn, New York, Bethlehem Steel
Shipyard Employment Cards, 1908-1965.
Colorado, Steelworks Employment Records, 1887-1979.
Idaho County Marriage Records, 18631967 and County Birth and Death Records 1863-1967.
Montana, Birth Records 1897-1919,
Marriage Records 1943-1986 and County
Marriage Records 1865-1987 and Divorce
Records 1943-1986.
New York Voter List 1924.
U.S., Army Indian Campaign Service Records Index 1815-1858.
U.S., Railroad Retirement Pension Index,
1934-1987.
Canada
New Records Alberta Birth Index 1870-1896, Marriage
Index 1898-1942 and Death Index 18701966.
Halifax Explosion Remembrance Book
1917-1918.
New Brunswick, Births and Late Registrations 1810-1906, Marriages 1789-1950
and Deaths 1888-1938.
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Germany
New Records Erfurt, Births 1874-1901 and Marriages
1874-1900 and Deaths, 1874-1935.
Traunstein, Births 1876-1905, Marriages
1876-1934 and Deaths 1876-1978.
Traunstein, Military Records, 1853-1945
and Residence Registers 1840-1910.
Waldshut-Tiengen, Births, Marriages
and Deaths 1870-1945.
Zschopau Births 1876-1914, Marriages
1876-1920 and Deaths, 1876-1959.
Updated records for Hesse Births 18511901, Marriages 1849-1930 and Deaths
1851-1958.

FIND MY PAST - World Wide Edition (on
Internet Computer 1 only)
England
New and Updated Records British and Irish Roots Collection that
identify British or Irish emigrants to the
U.S. These records cover passenger lists,
census records, as well as birth, marriage
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and death records.
British Armed Forces, Roman Catholic
Registers.
British Army, Army Lists 1839-1946, East
Surrey Regiment 1899-1919 and Irish
Regimental Enlistment Registers 18771924.
British Army First World War Casualty
Lists, Soldiers' Medical Records and Widows' Pension Forms.
British Army, Railwaymen who Died in
the Great War.
British Army, British Red Cross Society
Volunteers 1914-1918.
British Army Royal Welch Fusiliers 18071948.
British Army, Northumberland Fusiliers
1881-1920 and British Army Service Records covering Scots Guards 1799-1939
updated.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Debt of Honour.
Cheshire School Records 1782-1950.
England, Greater Manchester Marriages
1570-1936 and Burials.
Additions to the Greater London Burial
Index.
Kent Baptisms, Banns, Marriages and
Burials added to for Meopham, Luddesdown, Cobham, Nurstead and Ifield.
Hampshire, Portsmouth Military Tribunals 1916-1919.
Lancashire, Oldham Cemetery Registers
1797-2004 which cover cemetery registers of Chadderton, Crompton, Failsworth, Greenacrews, Hollinwood, Lees
and Royton.
Middlesex, Harrow School Photographs
of Pupils and Masters 1869-1925.
Middlesex, Brompton Cemetery Records
and additional Monumental Inscriptions
for Twickenham and Uxbridge.
Norfolk Monumental Inscriptions 1700Peninsula Past Times - February, 2018

1900's. Note Image Browse.
Northamptonshire Memorial Inscriptions.
Prisoners of War 1715-1945 updated.
These records cover Non-British personnel.
Surrey Court Cases 1391-1835, Lay Subsidies (taxation records), 1524-1645. Updated Surrey and South London Wills and
Probate Index 1470-1856.
Wales Probate Abstracts 1544-1858.
Additional records added for the Archdiocese of Westminster covering Roman
Catholic Parish Baptisms, Marriages, Burials and Congregational Records.
Additional Burials records for Wiltshire
1538-1990.
Additional Records added for Yorkshire
Memorial Inscriptions from Rotheram
Family History Society and Yorkshire
Methodist Burials from Brunswick Chapel, South Street and Carver Street in
Sheffield.
Ireland Military Pensions and Medals
1916-1922.
United States
New and Updated Records Massachusetts, Deaths 1969-2010 and
Boston Crew Lists, 1917-1943.
Mississippi, Tippah County Records
1836-1923.
New York City Marriage Announcements
1833-1836 from The Sun and the New
York Transcript and State Death Index
from 1880 to 1955.
South Carolina, Criminal Court Records
1769-1944, Legislative Papers 1782-1929,
Plats for State Land Grants 1784-1868,
Records of Confederate Veterans 19091973 and Will Transcripts 1782-1866.
Texas, Comanche County Records, 1858
(Continued on page 12)
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-1955, Matagorda County School Census
Records 1923-1946 and Naturalisation
Records 1906-1989.
Texas, Nolan County Civil Court Minutes

and Case Files 1881-1938.
Texas, Bexar County, San Antonio Cemetery Records, 1893-2007 and Eastland
County Records 1868-1949.

The Network Computers
The computer team has been very
busy during the summer shutdown period, performing the many routine maintenance tasks necessary to keep the Network System running as smoothly as possible.
More than fifteen new databases, research files, and indexes have been added to the system, covering New South
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and New Zealand, along with some general Australian
Military files.
The MPFHS Library Catalogue (the icon
for this can be found on each of the Network Computers at the lower left of the
screen), has also been updated with 165
new books added. This is an electronic
version of the old card catalogue and is
very much faster and easier to use. Simply double-click on the icon and enter the
search terms for the book being sought.
Searches may be made by Title, Author,
or Subject (a list of subjects is available),
and wildcards may be used. This catalogue contains details of the almost three
and a half thousand items on our bookshelves, and is regularly being updated by
our Librarian.
Some of the new indexes and databases recently added include:
New Zealand – Papakura and District
Marriages 1856-1930.
Australia General – Military Abbreviations and Acronyms and Abbreviations
used in Service Records.
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Tasmania – Tasmanian Place Names and

Changes.
New South Wales – Botany Cemetery
Plan & Manly Cemetery all names index.
Victoria –
1866 Butler &Brooke’s Directory of Vic.
Camberwell Conservation Study 1991.
th
Cheltenham Church of Christ 80 Anniversary - 1937
Frankston Cemetery Burial Index.
Frankston Source Materials #1 –
Transport.
Hastings District Heritage Study – Vol-2.
Lancefield Cemetery Graves and Transcriptions.
Mirboo North Cemetery Index 2012.
Victorian Police Gazettes: 1855, 1860s,
1870s, 1880s, 1925 to 1930.
The most exciting of these new additions is the expansion of the already extensive collection of Victorian Police Gazettes.
The Police Gazette started in Dec 1853
and was a weekly publication produced
to circulate police information to the law
enforcement officers around the colony.
This is a superb resource for genealogists
as it includes invaluable material about
far more than just criminal activity, some
of which was never released publicly.
Certainly criminals feature in much
detail, particularly their crimes and penalties, but also their physical attributes
and peculiarities. Other items recorded in
the Gazettes include missing persons,
Peninsula Past Times - February, 2018

deserters, inquests, police appointments
and promotions. Licences issued are noted (drivers, tanners, victuallers, carriers,
poisons, and more), stolen property is
described, addresses given, and almost
everything else that attracted the attention of the police is written up.
In 1907, picture galleries (mug shots)
of discharged prisoners began appearing,
although the occasional image had been
published from 1897 onwards.
Twenty new volumes (more than
13,400 pages) of the Victorian Police Gazette have been loaded onto the Network
computers, and the collection now comprises an almost complete coverage of
the sixty-six year period from 1864 to
1930. Also included are all the weekly
bulletins from 1855, when Melbourne
was just twenty years old, and the Gazette only in its second full year of publication. An early entry in this edition
warns that “…every person, not being a
police constable, who shall have in his
possession any article of police clothing..

…is liable to a penalty of £50.”
Another entry in the same edition
advises of a “….highway Robbery committed in the Government Paddock opposite the top of Great Collins Street east,
Melbourne.” 160 years later, a paddock
at the top of Collins St in Spring St where
the Treasury building now stands, is impossible to imagine!
As an added bonus, the final six years
of this collection (1925 to 1930), have
been scanned in colour, giving a new
level of realism and authenticity. Rather
than just text on the screen, these scans
present the pages as they would appear
if the book was in front of you, right
down to the coloured annotations on
some pages.
If your ancestor was involved in any
way with the police, on either side of the
law, this is the place to look, as he or she
will almost certainly be listed in the Victorian Police Gazette along with details
that may be never discovered anywhere
else.

THE EDITOR’S TWO-PENNORTH
 You may have noticed a few changes in

Past Times with this issue. Since I mentioned in the last issue that I was considering a change of format and content,
I’ve had several complimentary messages
sent regarding what content I choose to
print - and so, dear members, much will
remain the same with the exception of
omitting further excerpts from the Migrant Settlement Index. The complete
index from A—Z is stored in the Drop File
Cabinets, so the complete index can be
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perused in our Library. Any names pertaining to our area of Mornington Peninsula may be used in future should I be
short of articles. You have been warned!
 I will be introducing more colour into

the digital version of Past Times, but unfortunately the printed hardcopy will
have to remain in black and white due to
cost.
 I wish you all wonderful family discov-

eries in 2018. 
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BEFORE

YOU DO THAT

ROAD TRIP

Linda Barraclough

Linda Barraclough is well known in Gippsland History circles and manages very well the
Traralgon History and Gippsland History pages on Facebook. Linda has been researching her family history for well over 30 years and this has lead her to working extensively in historical societies. While cataloguing (or otherwise bringing in order!) more than
ten different collections, she has seen accessing historical society information accessed
from both sides. She still very much enjoys helping people find information, but sometimes is perplexed about the lack of preparation people put into their enquiries.

Etiquette for Visiting or Accessing Collections

I

t is a really wonderful experience to be
able to visit where your ancestors
settled, and often this includes a visit to a
local historical society and/or museum. I
did it a lot when I started off on family
history, and had a wonderful time. And
found heaps. But this is a post I have
been meaning to write for some time,
after speaking about it at the GSV a couple of years ago. Because I am now on
the other side of the counter, and I think
there are a few things that need to be
said. Make a cuppa, settle in, and feel
free to add comments. Firstly, this is a
really hard post to write in a positive
manner, so please bear with that. It is not
intended to be negative, and helping visiting family historians is usually a pleasure - it is the ones where it is not that
stand out though.
What to do before you visit? The best
thing is to write or e-mail where you are
visiting, with sufficient details about your
family so they can give you best advice,
or connect you to the best people. Just
phoning does not work - and neither of
the collections I work with will do family
history over the phone, no matter how
demanding people are. And sometimes
they are, and I have seen elderly volunteers reduced to tears. Phoning to con14

firm times (after you have written) is fine
- demanding family details over the
phone is not. Write about a month
ahead, with full details of anticipated
time of visit. You should try to fit the normal opening hours, and understand if
there is no-one available to drop everything for a time that suits you. When you
do arrive, please bring with you a family
chart - you may understand your family,
but telling people is no substitute for
handing them a chart. Give a brief outline
of your family, and then ask specific or
general questions about the family, and
listen to the answers. This is not an opportunity for you to talk to a captive audience at length about your family. If you
arrive without notice, you cannot expect
whoever is on duty to be able to access
the computer to assist you.
Both collections I work with currently
do not allow outside flash drives to be
used with our computers as, virus concerns aside, too many people are out
there boasting about how they have stolen entire databases and indexes off computers because they have been left alone
with computers by unaware people on
duty. For the same reason, we will not
allow the use of portable scanners with
archived photographs without prior ar-
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rangement and payment of a reproduction fee per photograph. The volunteers
involved have been fund-raising for years
to maintain these records, and should
not be expected to hand them all over
just because people do have the ability to
copy them on the spot. There are also
records that need to be checked to ensure there are no restrictions on reproduction. Many collections will not allow
photography at all of the collection. If
there is no signage, it is polite to ask first.
Once you have visited, send an update on the family for the collection's
files. Please provide material in A4 format, or smaller. If you are sending digital
material, send it as a widely accepted
word processing document (e.g. many do
not have Publisher). Do not set material
up for display (e.g. as posters or framed)
and expect it to be put on display. Make
sure that you include your snail-mail address (e-mail addresses change), and give
permission for the details to be given to
anyone else enquiring about the family.
Peninsula Past Times - February, 2018

The bottom line is - how you interact
with us will influence our actions if we
find any further material on your family.
If you have been courteous, filed material
on your family and paid your way, there
is every chance we will contact you again.
If you are like one recent visitor, who
went to both collections, and then wrote
to each one complaining about the other,
there is not a lot of chance we will. Negative? Probably - but there comes a time
when it has to be said. And it does need
to be said that we get great pleasure
from many of the family historians who
visit. Just sometimes a little more
thought about what you are doing makes
it possible (or easier) to find information
for you.
What else should we think about on
Road Trips? This was written some time
ago, before facebook took over the
world. Be aware that a facebook conversation is very hard to archive for future
reference, for starters! 
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Special Meeting February
The resolution for this meeting is to consider the unanimous recommendation
of the committee that “This meeting endorses the fee structure for MPFHS beginning 2018-2019
Single - $45
Family - $70
Journal only - $20.”
TIME: 12.45pm
DATE: 3RD February, 2018

105 Years ago in Frankston
The following item was found in the Malvern Standard 1913 January 25:
Mr. A. Ryland of the Don Aerated water and cordial factory, of Windsor, is telling
his friends of two experiences he has recently had with snakes. Listen. A short while
back he was driving his wagon down Frankston way, when his intelligent horse espied a
snake, and side-stepped, with the result that a wheel of the wagon went over the reptile
and killed it. It was a black snake,
length 4 feet. A few days later Mr.
Ryland happened to be in or near the
same vicinity, and his quickness of eye
perceived a snake making for a hole. To
the shoulder went Mr. Ryland’s gun,
and snake No.2 was likewise despatched. Length 3 feet, color brown. It
is evident that Mr. Ryland’s exploits
have struck such terror into snake land
that no snake has been seen since.
If anyone has any doubts as to the

ABOUT THE COVER
Phillip Island Punt—Close up of two cars on punt crossing between San Remo and
Newhaven, Phillip Island. Shows the sea transport used before the Suspension Bridge
was built. The punt ran between Newhaven and San Remo from 1900 - 1940.
This photo is from the collection of Phillip Island and District Historical Society Inc. Heritage Centre, 89 Thompson Avenue, COWES VICTORIA, and was accessed from Collections Victoria online.
16
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CHANGES

TO

MPFHS CONSTITUTION

Mornington Peninsula Family History
Society Inc. was incorporated, in 1984,
under the Victorian Associations Incorporation Act 1981.
Comprehensive reviews of the Act, culminating in the “Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 (Vic)”, related Regulations and
a new set of Model Rules, clarified matters of
Conflict of Interest, accountability and changes in technology. All existing incorporated
organisations are deemed to operate under
the new Act and must comply with its provisions. As an Incorporated organisation under
the old model rules, the November 2012 Act
changed our rules to match the requirements
of the Act. We were “deemed to comply” and
must follow the changed requirements.
Adopting a new constitution will clarify roles and responsibilities under the Act
for all members and office holders.
Why an incorporated Association?
Registration for Incorporation by the State
Government gives our association legal advantages, in return for accepting particular
legal responsibilities. Incorporation establishes the association as a legal entity, separate
from members, and offers some protection
for office holders from liabilities incurred by
the association.
As an Incorporated Association, for instance, we have the lease in the Society’s
name, bank accounts, apply for grants, etc.
New [draft] rules of the association [the constitution]
Our rules are required to cover all matters
in the Model Rules. General advice is, that the
easiest way to clarify our situation in relation
to the Act, is to adopt the model rules, adding
in our name and objectives [purpose statement], and a date for end of financial year.
What do the MPFHS Inc. sections of the
new rules provide?
 Name of Association, [unchanged],
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Purpose statement, [updated], and
Date for end of financial year,
[amended]:



Purpose: The statement of purposes, sets
out the organisation’s objectives: proposed amendment:
“The purposes of the association are to:—
 encourage and facilitate the study of family
history.
 advance culture by fostering awareness of,
and interest in, the history of Australia, particularly, the history of the local area and its
families.
 establish and maintain a family history reference library, and electronic resources, enabling access to financial members and approved persons to a wide range of information to support the study of family history
 contribute to the study of family history
through research, training, meetings, talks,
the development of databases and dissemination through public sale, conferences, publishing including journals and newsletters
 liaise with organizations with similar purpose
on projects and ventures to advance our purpose.”
End of Financial Year: A shift to May 31
[from June 30] enables a shift of the AGM
to October [within five months of the end
of Financial Year] and closer to the date of
renewal for subscriptions [1 March]. The
statutory requirement of the previous
financial year’s results will be presented at
the AGM, and a progress report will be
able to be made on the budget performance at the April or June Meetings.
An October A.G.M. shifts this important
meeting away from midwinter, to a date
when more members are available. Office
bearer and Committee elections take place
at the A.G.M., the meeting establishes the
size of the committee, and sets the subscriptions and [any] related charges. 
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BROWSING

IN THE

DROP FILE

Val Latimer

Checking the Drop File folders on Stocktake day I found a number of documents had been
put into the wrong folders. I would appreciate it if you would take one folder at a time to
search, so that if you need to photocopy the information, the document is then returned to
the same folder.
CAPE SCHANCK
 The Bushrangers of Bushrangers Bay
[Doc.2]: Peninsula Essence 2017 Nov.
Bushrangers Bay is a beautiful section of
coastline between Flinders and Cape
Schanck. The name hints at a dark history,
and the story is steeped in violence and
bloodshed. It was at this spot, during Colonial times, that two convicts on the run
from Van Diemen’s Land stepped ashore.
Once ashore, the convicts O’Connor and
Bradley, led the police on a chase that
would end the following month with their
hanging in the Old Melbourne Gaol.
DNA PROJECT
 Types of DNA Testing [Doc.5]: New Zealand Family Tree 2017 Dec. Three categories of DNA are useful in genealogy: YChromosome DNA; Mitochondrial DNA;
Autosomal DNA. Explanation for each is
given.
FRANKSTON 100 YEARS AGO (4)
 100 Years Ago This Week. [Doc.1]: Frankston Times 2017 December 5, from the pages of the Mornington Standard 1917 Dec.8.
One item: “Rifle practice may take place on
the Langwarrin Rifle Range on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
between 2.15 p.m. and 5.15 p.m. The public are hereby warned against crossing the
Line of Fire or Entering the Danger Zone
while the Red Flag is flying from the Signal
Staff.”
100 Years Ago This Week. [Doc.5]: Frankston Times 2018 January 15, from the pages
of the Mornington Standard 1917 Jan.12.
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One item: “A ‘Linen Shower’ is an American
idea, and has been very popular in the
States during the last five years. When a girl
becomes engaged and a date for the wedding is fixed her friends get together and
arrange what is called, a “Linen Shower”.
FRANKSTON HISTORY 2
 School of Many Faces [Doc.27]: Frankston
Standard Centenary Edition 1989 Oct.5.
St.Paul’s School, Frankston, which enrolled
its first students in 1856, is one of the oldest in the state, and certainly the first on
the Mornington Peninsula.
Thomas Ritchie, founder of Ritchie Stores
[Doc.30]: Frankston Standard Centenary
Edition 1989 Oct.5. “Thomas Ritchie, the
founder of the Ritchie Stores, had a good
business head on his shoulders-delivery
was free and customers were refunded one
shilling for every pound spent in his grocery
store.
Kealy Years stand as Church Highlight
[Doc.31]: Frankston Standard Centenary
Edition 1989 Oct.5. History of St.Francis
Xavier Church-the ‘Kealy Years’ began in
1951 when Father Joe Kealy arrived. Includes a photo of the original St.Francis
Xavier Church (painting by Richard Linton),
where a late-night chemist and video store
now stand opposite Davey St. Primary
School (in 1989). This painting is the one
used on the Digger CD Marriage Index Victoria 1921-1942.
Historian Looks at City [Doc.34]: Frankston
Standard Centenary Edition 1989 Oct.5.
“The official history of Frankston to be pub-
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lished before the end of the year reveals
the “true story” of how Frankston was
named. Historian Dr. Michael Jones, who
was commissioned by Frankston Council to
write the history, “Frankston: Resort to
City” said that finding the truth behind the
name became an obsession. The book is
dedicated to Mrs. Molly Graham, cofounder with Nan McClelland of the Frankston Historical Society, who died early this
year.”

the name changed to Olivers Hill, named
after James Oliver, a fisherman who spent
many hours on the hillside watching for
shoals of fish.”

FRANKSTON HISTORY 3
 Olivers Hill-A Work of Art [Doc.43]: Peninsula Essence 2017 Dec. “James Davey arrived in the Frankston area in 1840. He built
the Cannanuke Inn in the mid 1840s on the
site of the present Mechanics Institute. He
also built the first wooden house to the
south near what is now known as Daveys
Bay. The hill immediately to the south of
the settlement was originally known as
”Old Man Davey’s Hill”. As the years passed

GENEALOGY
The Ten Golden Rules of Genealogy and
How to Ignore Them [Doc.17]: Australian
Family Tree Connections 2012 December.
Worth reading, with some very good tips.

SOMERSET
 Map of Somerset [Doc.3]: Published by
the Institute of Heraldic & Genealogical
Studies, Kent 1990. With dates of commencement of Registers for Parishes
formed before 1832.

TREASURY BUILDING (OLD) ((New Folder)
 The Old Treasury Building Melbourne
[Doc.1]: Published by NewSouth Publishing 2012. Book by Frances O’Neill and
Andrew Dodd. 

What’s On?
2018

February

3

Family Search - Lesle Berry

April

7

The Ryason Index - Steve Brooks

June

2

TBA

August

Family History Month

“

4

TBA

October

6

TBA

December

1

Christmas Break-up

Watch our website (www.mpfhs.org) for more updates or visit us on Facebook!
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Association Reg No. A0022751W

Meetings:
First Saturday afternoon (11.30-4pm) of February, April, June, August, October and December
At our library within the Frankston Sth Recreation Centre. (see p19 for meeting details).

Membership:

$40 single/$60 family - annually.

Newsletter:

Peninsula Past Times quarterly - free to members.
Subscription only: $20.00 annually (within Australia)

Library and Resource Centre

Phone: 03 9783 7058
Frankston South Recreation Centre, Tower Hill Road, Frankston. (Melway Ref: 102 E7)
(Postal Address: PO Box 4235, Frankston, 3199)
Open:
Tuesday
10.30 am - 2.30 pm
Thursday
10.30 am - 2.30 pm
Sunday
2 pm - 5 pm
Also: 1st & 3rd Wed.evenings of each month (during daylight saving only) from 7pm - 9pm

The Society is based in Frankston on the Mornington Peninsula of Victoria providing members and visitors
with facilities for researching both locally and overseas. Holdings include books (reference and lending),
family history journals, microfiche and microfilm records, and computers networked with CD -rom records
and internet access with Ancestry.com and FindMyPast and the British Newspaper Archive. Visitors are
welcome to use the library for $6 per visit.

OFFICE BEARERS
President
Lynne Emblin
Phone: 9787 4590
email: lynnemblin@aanet.com.au

Library Duty Roster
Helen Murphy
Phone: 5977 4220
email: helen-murphy@bigpond.com

Asst. Chairman & Speaker Convenor
Marlene Piercy
Phone: 9785 6814

Local History Indexing Co-ordinator
Pam Norman
Phone: 9789 6113
email: ricnorman@yahoo.com

Membership Secretary
Sue Raso
Phone: 9787 7086
email: rasosale@netspace.net.au

UK Certificates/Maps Co-ordinator
Anne Ringer
Phone: 9787 6436

Secretary
Leonie Marshall
Phone: 5981 2682
email: landcmar@bigpond.net.au

Computer & Technical Help
Rick & Stephen Norman
Phone: 9789 6113
email: ricnorman@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Rick Norman
Phone: 9789 6113
email: ricnorman@yahoo.com

Publicity
Barbara Geeves
Phone: 5977 1267
email: barbarageeves@bigpond.com

Local History Research Officer

Vacant

Mary Vanderfeen

Librarian
Jan Blees

Phone:

9775 9381

Asst.Librarian/Drop File:
Val Latimer
Phone: 9766 6410
email: vlat@optusnet.com.au

Visit us on the internet:
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Sonja Dicker
Newsletter Editor
Sandra Beckett
Phone: 5979 1237
199 Hendersons Rd, Hastings. 3915
e-mail: editor@mpfhs.org or
sb@beckett.id.au

www.mpfhs.org (and join us, too, on Facebook)
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