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From the President
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As this year concludes, it is good to look back over the highs and lows. The low for all of
us must have been Covid-19. We were forced to close our rooms and abandon our
meetings for nearly four months. The cancellation of the Family History EXPO and the
downsizing of the Heritage Festival seriously cut into our ability to recruit new members.
However, both activities should return next year.
There were some highlights. Both our Annual BBQ in February and the midwinter dinner
with the fun “children’s songs” singalong were well received and both these events will be on our programme again
for next year. The Field Trip to Marlborough was a personal highlight. I loved Peter Jackson’s Aviation Museum, with
its world class displays, as well as the research rooms at Marlborough Archives. The Society’s researchers have also
completed some successful research projects which has helped to boost our funds.
Next year’s Field Trip is a local event. On Saturday 13th March we will be visiting the Hororata area. We are still at the
planning stage, but we hope to visit Terrace Downs and Steventon (‘Broomielaw’). On Sunday 14th March we plan to
be in the Oxford area with visits to Ribblesdale Gardens and the Cust and Oxford Museums. More details in the
January Newsletter.
In the last magazine, Margaret and I wrote an article on organising your
treasures and making a provenance folder. At the end of the article there
should have been a photo of our metal storage box in which we house our
wills, vitals papers and provenance folder. We know the storage system
works, as it survived our house fire. The storage box was kept in a
cupboard about two metres away from the source of the fire. Although it
was singed, covered in soot and still has a smoky smell, our papers were
found to be dry and safe. It is still in use. We thoroughly recommend that
you consider the purchase of one.

Kevin White
President
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Thomson Family and the Riccarton Coach
My Great Grandmother Mary Ann Thomson grew up in Upper Riccarton, where her father John Thomson had a farm
just past the Riccarton Racecourse at Maryfield. Mary came from an extensive family of ten children, six of whom
became involved with the Riccarton Coach and later the Christchurch Tramway Company.
The Riccarton Coach began when a Captain Lewis leased the old “Horse and Jockey Inn” at the corner of Racecourse
& Yaldhurst Road and used this as the Riccarton Coach headquarters. This site became known as Coach Corner. The
Christchurch terminus for the Riccarton Coach was the Commercial, later the Langham Hotel in High Street. This
venue was also used by Cobb and Company's Telegraph Line of Royal Mail coaches, which ran North, South as well as
providing the West Coast service.

Captain Lewis soon tired of this daily grind and decided to sell up and accept a new Army commission. During the
early stage of the service, shares had been sold and some shareholders retained their shares throughout the
service’s life. Other shareholders, such as Captain Frederick Cotton, a well-known local horse auctioneer and
professional walker, also worked for the company as a driver, but he too sold out his shares and returned to England.
A young farmhand (John Wood) offered to buy the company. Captain Lewis refused, telling others that this chap
would probably not make a go of it. Captain Lewis eventually sold the service to Arthur Dunn who was a driver on the
Courtenay Coach. Arthur hired a very capable and safe driver, Frank Doell, to run the Riccarton coach and Frank was
assisted by none other than his brother in law John Wood! John Wood’s first wife was Elizabeth Doell, Frank’s sister,
but sadly she died from complications after the birth of their only child.
In 1881, John Wood, (known as Honest John Wood) remarried, his second wife was my x2 Great Aunt, Annie
Thomson, who surprisingly had been baptised on the same day, in the same church as her future husband. Doell
purchased for a small sum the “Albion Omnibus” which, had had a varied career. It had been altered for the
Christchurch-Lyttleton service, via Sumner and the Zigzag. The cross seats and boot were removed and with the
addition of two lengthwise seats and door and steps at the back, it was made capable of seating 10 passengers
instead of eight as formerly. It was not long before the services of a guard were dispensed with and the driver would
collect the fares and announce his arrival by blowing a bugle.
After some time, Frank Doell and John Wood went into partnership as “Doell and Wood.” The two did not always get
on, although the company ran successfully. Eventually Frank sold his share of the company to John. By now they had
purchased a much larger omnibus, a Chester. The Chester had 28 seats, in two long rows. The coach had decorated
panels of wood, one each side of the coach. On the top, was a sign that read “Christchurch and Riccarton,” the
vehicle was painted a creamy yellow with a dark red panel, upon which the name “Chester” was painted in
ornamental letters of gold. This coach needed four horses and on busy days six horses were used.
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This drawing of an early Riccarton Coach is by
E. M. Lovell-Smith. Note the guard with his
bugle.

John employed his brothers in law, William, John, James (JIM), George and Robert Thomson as coach drivers. They
were all very competent and talented drivers. They had begun their working lives as ploughmen on their father’s
crop farm also working as contract ploughmen. They were well used to saddling up horses and matching them into a
team.
John Wood began his management of the Riccarton Coach company around 1878 and drove the coach for 15 years.
During this time, he had various other partners in the company. However, the Thomson boys were never involved
with the management of the company, as they were quite content to be coachman. Special coaches were arranged
from time to time for private functions, such as the Butchers’ Picnic Day. After a few years, the Riccarton Coach
extended its service to run out to the racecourse and this proved immensely popular on Riccarton race days, where
extra services would be provided. Trotting days and the A & P show also attracted extra traffic for the Riccarton
Coach.
E. M. Lovell-Smith wrote extensively about coaching in New Zealand. A series of articles, “As the Coach Goes By” was
written for the Press around 1937. Lovell-Smith illustrated his articles with drawings and paintings of coaches. He
also collected amusing stories of coaching life. Two of the following stories are about relatives, John and James
Thomson.
Once a year Jim Thomson was responsible for taking a coach to the Hororata races. This trip needed a team of five
horses, two at the wheel and three abreast in the lead. This unique configuration was something Jim was well used
to from his ploughing days. Jim would often stop at Middle Park Lane, near his home to drop off groceries for his
wife. One day he was in a hurry and did not have time to go inside, so he left a parcel of sausages in a hedge to
retrieve after he had stabled the horses. However, on his return they had disappeared, his next-door neighbour had
seen Jim stash the sausages and decided to play a trick on him. Jim eventually tracked them down by the aroma of
cooking sausages!
John Thomson was once accused by a regular passenger, of leaving Coach Corner too early. John told the passenger,
in no uncertain terms, that his watch was set by the Post Office clock. The passenger responded by saying that his
silver watch was never wrong and kept good time. John thought about this for a few moments, then suggested that
the gentleman should place his silver watch on the nearby gatepost and he promised to check it every time he
passed. There were no more complaints. The Riccarton race-day coach was not constricted by a timetable. It could
leave immediately after the last race. With encouragement from the punters, Jim Thomson would willingly take up
the challenge of being the first coach back into the square after the race. E.M. Lovell-Smith captures this challenge in
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another of his illustrations.
The coach in the illustration is a “Cambria”, built by the same company that built the “Albion” It was licensed to carry
35 passengers, but was capable of conveying 50 at a pinch and as it had two front seats, it was known as the doubledecker. It operated around 1885. The demand for the service grew and grew with multiple coaches running on any
given day. John Wood came under pressure from the Christchurch Tramway Company and he eventually sold out to
them around 1903. The Tramway company continued to allow him to run his coaches as the Riccarton Coach until
eventually a tram track was installed.
Jim became a tram driver and John Wood was appointed the first tramway manager of the Christchurch Tramway
Board. In 1905 he was appointed the first traffic superintendent, a post he held until his retirement. He was also
involved in local politics and was on the Riccarton Borough Council. The 1890’s through to 1920 was a time of great
roading and tramway development and through John’s judicious leadership, Christchurch overcame many of its early
traffic problems. John Thomson transferred to the newly established New Brighton Tramway Company, where in
1887 he drove the first horse drawn tram on the New Brighton run. John was instrumental in introducing the fourhorse tram system. John was later to become manager of the New Brighton Company. The company had to build a
bridge to cross the Avon as well as many kilometres of track. The Christchurch Tramway Board took over ownership
in 1905.

The New Brighton tram crossing the New Brighton bridge in 1900
John Wood

Sadly, John Thomson, died in unusual circumstances. He left
work one evening and disappeared. The next day he was found
floating, fully clothed in the Avon River, not far from the tram
bridge. He had no injuries and the coroner could only conclude
that he fell into the river and couldn’t get out. Others have
speculated that he may have committed suicide, as he was not
coping well with the responsibility of his position as Tramway
Manager.

John Thomson

A New Brighton horse drawn tram is still in operation at the
Ferrymead Museum.

The Thomson’s played an integral role in the development of the Christchurch transport
system and I am proud to say that Jim Thomson, John Thomson and John Wood were my 2X Great Uncles.

By Kevin White
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Book review : Unearthly landscapes : New Zealand’s early churchyards, cemeteries and
Urupa by Stephen Deed
Otago University Press, 2015. 237 pages, glossary, notes, bibliography and index.
Part 2 – continued from August 2020

reviewed by Philip Creed

In Chapter 5, Ghosts of typhoid and diphtheria, Deed looks at the second generation cemeteries of New
Zealand. By the late 1850s, the first generation of cemeteries were often run down, too close to
settlements and inadequate for the growing needs of main settlements. Fears of disease and death led to
the construction of new cemeteries sited away from these urban areas and to new contemporary designs.
New cemeteries were opened in Dunedin in 1858 at the Southern cemetery, in Nelson at Wakapuaka in
1861, in New Plymouth in 1861,in Dunedin in 1872 as the Northern cemetery, in Linwood, Christchurch in
1884 and in Auckland when the new cemetery at Waikumete was opened in 1886 to replace the old
crowded Symonds Street cemetery. Wellington was the last of the main centres to replace its cemetery,
when Karori cemetery opened in 1891, it had taken many years to replace Bolton Street.
In 1874 the government passed the Burial-Ground Closing Act, which gave the governor the power to close
any cemetery to new burials, except for close relations of those already buried there.
In 1882 the Cemeteries Act was passed, which confirmed that local authorities were responsible for the
construction of new cemeteries. It set the standards for the establishment, siting, design and maintenance
of cemeteries. No new cemetery was to be allowed within the limits of any town or borough. Fewer family
burial place or lone graves were created, as people were restricted from burying a body if a cemetery or
burial places existed within 5 miles of the proposed place of interment, unless granted by a magistrate or a
J.P.
The Act allowed the division of large municipal cemeteries into denominational areas, and allowed for
sectarian ‘burial grounds’ to be established on private land, provided that a group of at least 25 members
of a religious denomination applied for permission to set aside any of their land for the exclusive burial of
members of that denomination, with the approval of the colonial secretary. Each denomination had the
right to appoint their own cemetery guardians and mortuary chapels could be erected.
New urban cemeteries were intended to be a place of public recreation with winding drives and botanical
and architectural adornment. Smaller town and rural cemeteries were usually more utilitarian in character,
usually based on a grid plan, with fewer of the amenities featured in larger cemeteries.
Headstones and monuments in more permanent materials became more readily available later in the 19 th
century. Early gravestones in wood, slate, sandstone and limestone with wooden fence palings were
replaced by handsome monuments in Italian marble, Aberdeen granite and with cast iron railings
surrounding the plot. Standardisation of designs and materials made for more generic and elaborate forms
of design.
Homogeneity of design culminated in the 20th century cemetery with its rows of almost identical
headstones. Regional characteristics were less pronounced in later cemeteries – wooden headstones on
the West Coast, Oamaru limestone in North and Central Otago, and slate headstones in Nelson.
Cremation was allowed by the 1882 Cemeteries Amendment Act of 1895, but it was not until 1909 that
New Zealand’s first public crematorium was opened at Karori cemetery.
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The Cemeteries Act 1882 remained in force until it was superseded by the Burial and Cremation Act 1964.
In his chapter on the use and abuse of burial places in 19th century NZ, Stephen Deed describes how
Chinese funeral customs were performed in public, and the cemetery was one of the few places where
traditional Chinese customs could be observed in public.
The difference in Chinese mourning and burial customs set the Chinese apart, as can be seen in many of
the old South Island goldfields cemeteries, where the Chinese graves are set apart from the others.
Funerals and funeral processions were very visible and important community events in Victorian times, and
several accounts of these by eyewitnesses are given. Deaths in the district drew people together, and the
procession of mourners accompanying the coffin (usually on foot) to the cemetery from the home of the
deceased was a regular and a striking sight. Many death notices in newspapers of the time also have a
funeral notice giving details of the time and place for the procession to begin, and the time of the
interment at the end of the procession in the local burial place.
Graveside services were the norm in the 19th century, when small mortuary chapels were built in the
cemeteries for services and to protect mourners from the elements.
The cemetery was an integral component of the funeral in the 19th century, more than it is today when
more than 70% of funerals are followed by a trip to the crematorium.
Perhaps this trend will increase, with the lack of space in existing municipal cemeteries, and the awareness
of cremation as a viable option, and lately the pandemic of 2020.
In November 2020, Wellington City Council announced that they were proposing a draft burial policy for
council cemeteries, whereby the purchase of cemetery plots would not be in perpetuity, but for a limited
period, perhaps 30 years. Then the plot would be exhumed and later resold and reused.
This is a policy already followed in several European countries, and in some cemeteries in Australia, where
one would not think that space for burials is in short supply. Maybe the real reason for this new policy is to
reduce maintenance costs of the large and ever-expanding size of council cemeteries.
By the 1860s, two kinds of colonial burial place were becoming recognised for their value as an historical
record: those of the early settlers and those of British and colonial troops killed in the New Zealand Land
wars. These places preserved the names and deeds of those early settlers whose memory had special
significance attached to them, because of their sacrifice and they also created an early form of national
identity or consciousness.
By the 1890s, individuals interested in the New Zealand wars realised that action was needed to preserve
the memory of the war dead and to save the information the cemeteries contained from complete loss.
Either their graves were marked with more permanent materials than wooden markers, or their remains
were removed and reinterred and memorialised elsewhere. Between 1907 and 1918 , 20 monuments to
the fallen soldiers of the NZ wars were erected. This marked the growing interest in the history of these
wars, at a time when many of the elderly veterans were still living. The 50th anniversaries of many of the
battles came to pass, e.g. Orakau in 1914. There was a fascination with the pioneer history, and the Boer
War sparked patriotic fervour, giving renewed attention to past battles, prompting a spate of monument
building.
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In Chapter 7 : New Zealand’s 19th century burial places -a typology, Deed has categorised cemeteries into
12 broad types, which he describes in more detail.
These cemetery types are urupa (Maori burial grounds, both traditional and Maori churchyards), mission
station burial grounds, early European burial grounds, churchyard burial grounds, urban cemeteries,
provincial cemeteries, rural cemeteries, goldfields burial places, quarantine cemeteries, New Zealand wars
burial places, family cemeteries, and lone graves.
In chapter 8, Deed examines the physical elements and components of our 19th century burial places.
These include the cemetery location, caused by factors like convenience, proximity to settlements, fear of
disease and illness from cemeteries, and transport. Planning and design of cemeteries – the picturesque
and the formal plan, laid out in grid lines, the denominational divisions and family plots.
The cemetery reflected contemporary society, and the city of the dead, like the city of the living, had a well
defined boundary. Walls, fences, hedges and grave surrounds divided up the sectarian spaces and areas of
the cemetery. Widespread use of individual grave enclosures emphasised the idea of a burial plot as an
extension of private property. Cemetery architecture mirrored NZ domestic architecture in some ways.
Although the genealogical, artistic and historic value of headstones has been recognised, the value of
plantings in cemeteries has not received much attention. Plantings around graves had ritual significance,
with mulberry trees, Ivy, Holly trees and yews, cedars and cypress being traditional. Trees and shrubs were
also planted as they were thought to purify the air from zymotic diseases arising from the burials therein.
In the final chapter 9, Deed examines changing attitudes to old cemeteries and their value in the 21 st
century, showing the 20th century neglect of cemeteries with attention paid to other heritage values.
In the 1960s large parts of Auckland’s Symonds Street cemetery and Wellington’s Bolton Street cemetery
were destroyed by being cut up for urban motorway development. Although this destruction did not occur
without opposition, some smaller cemeteries have since disappeared. In 1981 the Withells Road Methodist
cemetery in Christchurch was destroyed to make way for a housing development. Old burials dating from
1862 were exhumed and reinterred in other local cemeteries. The 1856 Wesley Methodist church and
burial ground were removed more recently to make way for an extension to Auckland airport.
Unauthorised destruction of monuments and removal of cemetery landscapes is a greater problem. In
2011 it was found that headstones from Kioreroa cemetery in Whangarei had been removed and used as
landfill to shore up the Onerahi seafront. In the 1960s the Renwick cemetery headstones were all cleared.
Cemeteries were not on the heritage register of Heritage New Zealand until 2004, and a 2004 Dunedin City
Council report stated cemeteries were not commonly regarded as heritage places. Eight historic cemeteries
are now on the heritage register.
Nevertheless, in recent years groups have been formed to protect and preserve cemeteries, such as the
Friends of Mount Street Cemetery, Wellington, formed when the Catholic church sought to sell part of the
cemetery to Victoria university. Also the Friends of Linwood cemetery, Christchurch, has done some
maintenance of graves and landscaping. Cemetery tours by local historians in Christchurch and in
Invercargill help to raise awareness of those who are buried in these places.
These developments show that New Zealanders are beginning to realise that our old cemeteries are
valuable and fragile pieces of our national and personal heritage, in need of protection and worthy of
protection.
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Luke Perham of Barry’s Bay 1837 – 1905
by Kevin White
Luke Perham had a presence. He was tall, handsome and physically fit. He was hard working and appreciative of the
chance he was given, arriving as a five-year old passenger from England in 1842. Luke, sometimes called David by his
father, was baptised as Luke Perriam on 2 May 1837 in Walcot, not far from Ashcott where most of my Perham
descendants came from. Luke arrived on 28 January 1842 in Launceston, with his father Thomas Perham, his mother
Eliza and four siblings. They arrived on the immigrant ship “Arab” as part of the “Under the Bounty” scheme. This
scheme was sponsored by Henry Dowling, a newspaper editor, who in 1839 had been appointed Immigration Agent
for Tasmania. The bounty was a way of increasing the working population of Launceston, by paying for the entry of
suitable families and single people from England. The Arab’s arrival was a costly affair for the Launceston
Immigration Scheme, costing £764 and a further £39 was distributed to the crew.

Thomas settled in the Cressy area near Longford, 24 kms south of Launceston where Thomas worked as a farm
labourer. Six more children were born between 1841 & 1851. Thomas and Eliza had 11 children and all survived
through infancy. Thomas was finding it difficult to make ends meet and was tempted to the goldfields of Ballarat. On
17 August 1852 he boarded the “Mercury” bound for Melbourne, then onto the goldfields but he was never seen again.
Maurice Shadbolt in his book, “One of Ben’s,” expounds that Luke probably went to look for his father in the
goldfields, but this is unsubstantiated. During 1852, Luke was charged along with George Edwards of robbery, this
was the first of ongoing run ins with the law. Thankfully, this time he was found to be “not guilty.”
By 1859 Thomas had not returned to Cressy, so Eliza declared herself a widow and married a local Cressy bootmaker
Robert Morris.
Luke Perham, Luke’s sister Elizabeth and her partner Benjamin Shadbolt, decided to try their luck in New Zealand.
They arrived on the “Amasis” on 26 April 1859. Luke and Benjamin went into partnership in the Barry’s Bay area.
They acquired the lease on the Travellers’ Rest hotel in Barry’s Bay and secured rural leases to farm cattle. The
Travellers’ Rest Hotel was one of the oldest hotels in Canterbury. Benjamin also took on forestry projects and at one
time owned a sawmill. Here is Benjamin’s back story.
Benjamin Shadbolt was a larger than life character. He was an ex-convict, who had been transported to Norfolk Island
and later to Tasmania, where he worked on the small Perham farmlet near Cressy. Sometime between Benjamin’s release
and his arrival in New Zealand he had acquired as small fortune. No biographer is sure where the money came from,
perhaps he had accompanied Thomas Perham to the goldfields of Victoria. Whilst in Tasmania, Benjamin formed a
relationship with Elizabeth Perham, Luke’s sister and their first child was born in 1852. Elizabeth and Benjamin
accompanied Luke to New Zealand on the “Asasis” Benjamin did not marry Elizabeth until 1866, as he was already a
married man having married in England before he was transported to Norfolk Island. He also left behind a daughter
Rachel. Benjamin and Elizabeth had 10 children together, 3 in Tasmania and 7 in New Zealand before they finally
married in 1866. They went on to have 7 more children as a married couple.

In 1866, Luke married Theresa Brough at the Anglican Church in Akaroa. Theresa was only 15 years and 10 months
old when she married, although she states she was 16.
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Her age may have been an issue, as the local Police Commissioner Frank
Guinness was one of the witnesses at the wedding. Unfortunately, the
marriage notice in the “Lyttelton Times,” has Luke’s name as Luke Graham –
not Perham. The misspelling of the Perham name has always been an issue for
the family with variations including Perhame, Peram, Perram Perriam & now
Graham. The notice also has the Brough’s living at Murray’s Bay, it should
have read Barry’s Bay. The Broughs had been farming at Barry’s Bay since
the early 1860s.

Luke Perham.

Barry’s Bay School opened in 1876 and Theresa Perham opened a shop in
Barry’s Bay in 1878. The first appearance of Luke on the New Zealand
Electoral rolls was in 1872 when he was a freehold owner of Rural Section 334,
French Farm Bay, Wainui. His registration continued in 1873 & 1875, but by
1880 he was registered as freehold owner of Rural Section 2283, Wainui.
During this time Luke became heavily involved with the Broughs. They
undertook contracts together as road-makers and exporters of cattle & dairy
products from Barry’s Bay. In 1868 “Perham & Brough” exported 16 cases of
cheese in one boatload from the small Barry’s Bay wharf. Although partners in
business, they were fierce competitors in rowing competitions. The Broughs and
Luke were members of the Akaroa Boating Club. In those days, the races were
in whaleboats or large skiffs. Occasionally the Broughs and Luke worked
together to take on crews from other Canterbury boating clubs.
Many more of Luke’s siblings followed him to New Zealand, including
probably in 1872 / 1873, my Great-Grandfather Giles Perham who had married
Hannah Craig, in Longford in 1860.

Luke’s wife, Theresa Brough.

During Luke’s time in Barry’s Bay / French Farm, he tried his hand at many things to boost his farming income. For
some time, he had a butcher’s licence in Akaroa and he was also working as a carpenter, building an extensive home
for the Pettigrew family. In 1883 Luke was awarded the rural mail delivery service (on horse) in Barry’s Bay. By 1884
the delivery service had extended to Hilltop on the Little River, Barry’s Bay road.
Luke continued farming until in 1899 he found himself back in court being declared bankrupt. Over the years he had
been involved in many incidents that resulted in criminal charges. Archives New Zealand holds 18 files on Luke’s
criminal history. These cases include assault (with Benjamin Shadbolt), feloniously entering a house, using insulting
language, disputes over horse and cattle ownership and indecencies. Luke’s longest term of imprisonment was two
weeks.
Luke’s health was beginning to fail and in 1899 Theresa took over the responsibility of the family’s finances. She was
granted ownership of the farm and eventually sold up and they moved in 1904 to Kawhia. She purchased land in
Oparau and took up the lease of the new six roomed Moana Hotel. Her brother, Thomas Brough, Luke’s old rowing
companion, soon joined them, but sadly Thomas died of a paralytic stroke within months of arriving.Theresa was used
to boarding house life, having worked as the housekeeper of the Travellers’ Rest in her early days at Barry’s Bay. The
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area was probably chosen, as it afforded a more suitable climate for Luke and the family. Luke, by now, was suffering
from acute bronchitis and his two daughters Clara and Agnes had contracted TB.
Her son Frank (recently returned from a stint in the Boer War) took on the management of the farm and her daughters,
five in all, helped out as best they could with the Moana Hotel.

The hotel is the large two storied building in the foreground– built in 1904).

Tragedy struck the family in 1905. Luke never recovered from his chest
complaints and died on 25 February 1905. More tragedy struck the family when two daughters, Clara & Agnes
succumbed to TB in 1905.

In 1908, a massive bushfire raged through the Kawhia district.
The Perham family lost 200 sheep. By now son Frank had
moved back to Akaroa and another son Allan had taken over
the management of the Oparau farm. Later another son Oscar
Perham had a stint as the farm manager. Frank may have
returned to Oparau, as in 1914 he had the responsibility of
selling all the dairy cows & sheep and reselling the lease for
their 75acre farm. Theresa decided to move on and spent her
last few years with her daughter Ella, who was by now married
to Alfred Elliot. Alfred had originally farmed at Oparau, but
around 1919 moved to the Waipawa district of Hawkes Bay.
Theresa died in 1926. I cannot overlook Luke’s criminal
tendencies; however, I have always admired Luke and
Theresa’s pioneering spirit. They could turn their hand to anything and were enthusiastic participants in local
community events. Luke and Theresa were my 3X Great Uncle & Aunt.
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Programme of upcoming society meetings and events
Sunday 6th December 2p.m. Bring your
family tree and share how you present it. At
the society rooms 401A Papanui Road
Bring a plate of goodies to share for a festive
treat.
Saturday 12th December – last library
opening, closed for Christmas & new year
period.
Saturday 23rd January 2021 10a.m. Working
bee at FHSNZ library rooms, library reopens
Sunday 7th February 2021 5:30 p.m.
Barbeque and social meeting – 399 Papanui
Road. Bring salads and drinks. Members are
asked to speak on a rogue or a character in
their family tree (5 minutes)
Sunday 7th March 2 p.m . Jo Bailey– Writing
your part of your family history (speaker to be
confirmed)
Meetings are held at the Bowling club, 5
Donald Place, off St Albans Street unless
stated otherwise. Gold coin entry.

Read the above titles from top left to bottom right to make a story!
2021 Field trip to Mid-Canterbury and North Canterbury
Saturday 13th - Sunday 14th March
Saturday 13th March Mid-Canterbury
These are just possible visit locations – nothing is finalised yet.
Possible Visits to :Terrace Downs station, Hororata (former home of Sir John Hall, NZ Prime Minister)
Steventon station, near Glentunnel (home of Lady Barker, author of “Station Life in New Zealand”)
Corwar homestead, Barrhill (a planned settlement which never eventuated)
Highbank Power station, Rangitata Diversion Water race
Methven museum and War Memorial Town hall displays
Methven Road Board office
Sunday 14th March North Canterbury
Possible Visits to: Cust Museum
Ribblesdale Gardens (private garden tour admission $10 pp) near Oxford
Oxford Museum and Jailhouse
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Submitting
Articles
Every member, or reader with an
interest in our magazine, who may
possess an interesting story relating to
family or early historical matters and
especially to the greater Canterbury
area, is invited to write about it and
submit it to us for inclusion in our
future issues.
Any matter may be written down or
typewritten and provided facts of the
story, names etc., are clearly
indicated, we can do the editing if you
consider you are not that good at
putting down a story. If you have a
computer and e-mail facilities, this is
the best way to submit material as it
can be edited on receipt and inserted
directly into our publishing program.
Regarding photographs: the best way
is to submit electronic images in
either a JPEG, TIFF or PDF format as
reproduction proves better and
sharper. However, a good photocopy
will generally be adequate.
If e-mail is preferred the address to
send magazine material to is:
philipcreed@xtra.co.nz or address
any packages or correspondence to :
The Editor, 28 Ensors Road, Opawa,
Christchurch 8023

Our next issue will be published
in APRIL 2021
Disclaimer: Whilst every effort has
been made to accurately compile the
information contained herein, neither
The New Zealand Family Tree nor any
of its contributors or advertisers accept
any liability for any errors or omissions
or any inadvertent disclosure of any
information not meant for publication.
The New Zealand Family Tree neither
endorses nor accepts responsibility for
the products or services of any
advertisers in this publication. Opinions
expressed shall not necessarily be those
of the organisation of The Family
History Society of New Zealand (Inc.)
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