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From President Kevin

Submitting
Articles

Hello all,

Every member, or reader with an
interest in our magazine, who may
possess an interesting story pertaining
to family or early historical matters
and especially to the greater
Canterbury area, is invited to write
about it and submit it to us for
inclusion in our future issues.
Any matter may be written down or
typewritten and provided facts of the
story, names etc., are clearly
indicated, we can do the editing if you
consider you are not that good at
putting down a story. If you have a
computer and e-mail facilities, this is
the best way to submit material as it
can be edited on receipt and inserted
directly into our publishing program.
Regarding photographs: the best way
is to submit electronic images in
either a JPEG, TIFF or PDF format as
reproduction proves better and
sharper. However, a good photocopy
will generally be sufﬁcient.
If e-mail is preferred the address to
send matter to is: jlga@xtra.co.nz or
address
any
packages
or
correspondence to : The Editor, 364B
Williams Street, KAIAPOI 7630,
North Canterbury.

Our next issue will be
published in NOVEMBER, 2019
Disclaimer: Whilst every effort has been
made to accurately compile the information
contained herein, The New Zealand Family
Tree or any of its contributors or advertisers
accept no liability for any errors or
omissions or any inadvertent disclosure of
any information not meant for publication.
The New Zealand Family Tree neither
endorses nor accepts responsibility for the
products or services of any advertisers in
this publication. Opinions expressed shall
not necessarily be those of the organisation
of The New Zealand Family Tree.

The an'cipated crisis at this
year’s AGM has been averted
with the following new
appointments. I will be
con'nuing for another year as
President a@er ini'ally stepping
down, as will our Secretary
Margaret. It is with great
pleasure that I can announce
that Pauline Taylor has
volunteered to be our Treasurer
and Philip Creed will not only
con'nue as programme Coordinator but also take up the
role of editor from the
November / December
magazine. Heather Craw is the
Vice president and Simon
Courtney and Rae McPherson
have been appointed to the
commiMee.
This year saw the resigna'on of
our long-standing editor Joe
Adams. Joe has toiled away for
17 years producing a wonderful
magazine. Thank you Joe for all
your hard work. Enjoy your welldeserved re'rement.
Tony Gordon has stepped down
from the Vice President’s role
and the commiMee, but has
volunteered to con'nue his role
as membership database co-

ordinator and magazine/no'ces
distributor. Thanks Tony. I must
also personally thank Jill Lord for
her long sterling service as
Treasurer. She will con'nue her
work on the commiMee and will be
the librarian.
Since the last magazine, two key
events have taken place. The
recent 50th Jubilee celebra'ons
would have to be one of the
highlights for the year. We had a
great speaker, an enlightening
power-point of events over the
past 50 years, a lovely lunch and
celebra'on cake and lots of good
cheer. It was good to catch up
with so many old friends. Many
thanks to the organising
commiMee. Another highlight was
the wonderful ﬁeld trip to
Wellington. A special thanks to Jill
and her family for organising it.
The visit to Government House,
home to Dame Patsy Reddy and
the Peter Jackson’s Roxy Theatre
were highlights for me.

I look forward to catching up with
you all at our next event.
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— Kevin White

Editorial comment

Wellington, here we come !

Dear members and friends

Time marches on and as we are all aware
all aspects of the world around us change.
Nothing stands still and this I believe forms
the exciting part of life. Some things change for the better,
some for the worse but change time does.
And so it is with myself as this is the ﬁnal issue I will be
editing and producing.
I have been tackling this task for approximately 17 years
and it is now time for a change—time to give someone
else a shot at this family history newsletter.
There is another reason I decided to bow out at this time
for after 17 years this publication, like all others, does, I
feel, need new input— a new style and fresh ideas. After
all even the American President is limited to two terms of
four years and I have been here for over twice that length
of time.
However I should also at this time emphasise the
enjoyment I have derived from the task of producing the
many editions and also the satisfaction of being able to
take the style from a coloured one-sided cover to a full
colour publication and, latterly, a fully electronic mail-out.
Not least have been the hours of search and research of
articles and facts. Also what a treasure the internet has
proven in this respect and I often wonder how I managed
without it.
So, what happens now? Members meet
Philip Creed, our new editor.
Philip will undoubtedly put a new and
different slant upon this publication (and it
needs it) for one of his strengths is research
and he is no stranger to a diverse variety of
publications.
If there is a hidden scrap of information Philip is the man
to expose it and get to the facts so all I can say is “happy
digging Philip”. I am sure many folk will join with me in
welcoming him and wishing him well.
I now look forward to observing closely from the sideline
and see what the future — and Philip — produces.
Best wishes to all members, readers and friends.

—Joe Adams

Our society descended on Wellington for the weekend of
8/9/10 March 2019. We arrived by different routes on Friday
the 8th of March most by aeroplane one intrepid traveller by
car and ferry from Picton.. we had all booked our own
accommodation. Great idea BUT it did mean trying to get
everyone together at the same time — an exercise in
logistics. Most of us met at Archives New Zealand at 10am
on the Friday. Others dribbled in as their ﬂights allowed . We
were all cheerful and happy and as our fully guided tour of
Archives began still chattering over arrival experiences and
how our hotel/motel shaped up. Our tour was extensive and
the size and structure of Archives collection certainly
quietened us down as we descended deeper into the
basements. We were shown varying examples of material
from land purchase documents to famous ones such as the
1906 will of Richard John Seddon, the 1954 Parker-Hulme
murder coroner’s inquest etc..
Back in the Search room almost everyone queued up with the
search assistants for their help producing documents. A quiet
time apart from over the shoulder looks at what some of our
group had requested. Several were amazed at the detail in
what they found .
We split up for a lunch in Archives Café. Some spent their
time copying and recording their “ﬁnds”
We were due at 2pm at the National Library/Alexander
Turnbull Library just down the road. Another great
introduction and welcome by our guide. First to see the new
He Tohu exhibition where we saw the Treaty of Waitangi
(two versions) and the Suffrage Petition where we could view
names known to us. This quite separate exhibition inside a
library concentrates beautifully your focus on these precious
documents.
Next up to the Alexander Turnbull Library where there was
lots to see. Rather confusing, especially Papers Past which
they set up on only one of several computers and there was a
waiting time to use it.
However we were all there for an hour and a half. Some of us
went back to Archives as records had been retrieved for us to
see and get copied.
Parliament Buildings and the beehive awaited us at 5pm. Our
group was together with a guide who was European she told
us as we went much of the age and history of the buildings. It
is impressive, quite grand in parts and truly a place of the
business of the country. We enjoyed seeing the debating
chamber and were shown where various people sat during
sessions.
The special Maori Chamber with many carvings and panels
used for debates and select committee meetings is
impressive. Also the earthquake work holding up much of
[continued on page 9]
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A brief search for ancestors in Campeltown, Scotland
We have just returned from a trip to Scotland
and while there went to Campbelltown and
looked up the parish records pertainig to the
Adams (Adam) family. Unfortunately I only
had limited time so focussed on a 30 year
period prior to 1732 that my family have as
the birth of John Adam.
Attached is a summary of all the Adam births from 1693 to
1734 from the microﬁlm on ﬁle at the Campbeltown library.
I found no record of John Adam being born there in 1732 so
am curious where the information came from. There is a
John born that year to an Adam More. This is deﬁnitely the
ﬁrst name of the father, so we thought possibly this is where
the information came from as this was our ﬁrst thought as
well before we realised it was not an Adams.
The Campbeltown library has records going back to before
1660 and I would have loved to spend more time there
looking, but we only had a morning. They are very open to
questions and their email address is
campbeltownlibrary@liveargyll.co.uk. I had Lorna helping
me and she was great.
I asked about Lochend as this is on the records from our
family book. Turns out it is a street in Campbletown. I have
attached a photo of the street with a pub on the corner that
dates from the 18th century, the Lochend street sign and a
photo of Campbeltown. —Linda Sim

John Adam and Jenat Mitchell
1693
Archibald
Born September 8
1695
John
Born September 15
1698
Jenat
Born March 27
1703
James
Born September 5th
1707
Elspeth
Born June 30 (to John Adam
and Janet Adam)
1710
Mary
Born September 24
Andrew Adam and Jane Muir
1696
Jenat
Born November 1
1697
Elspeth
Born December 26
1701
Andrew
Born February 11
William Adam and Isabel Kennedy
1697
Elizabeth
Born February 4
John Adams and Margaret Mitchell
1705
Robert and Agnes
Born July 4
Next genera.on?
Archibald Adam and Janet Lindsay
1719
John
Born April 25
1720
Margaret
Born December 10
William Adam & Margaret Ralston
1722
Elspa
Bap'sed December 30 (at the mill)
??
Margaret
Bap'sed July 5
1726
John
Bap'sed September 11
1727
Margaret
Bap'sed December 3
1728
Archibald
Bap'sed November 17
1732
William
Bap'sed January 2
1734
Andrew
Bap'sed September 1
Also see a facsimile of Parish records on next page.

Upper and lower left: Two views of
Campeltown and at right the
battleﬁeld of Culloden as it is today
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There is a wealth of information pertaining to our ancestors in many of the
ancient records of England, Scotland, Ireland and many parts of Europe.
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How I got started in Genealogy Research
Contributed by Trevor V. Good
Start date was 20 March 1997

Thanks, and appreciation are due to: Kelvin L Lynn, Nephrologist, "Good Research Kidney Failure"; study - report to Canterbury District
Health Board Department Of Nephrology, 1990's;
The Nephrology Department of the Christchurch
Public Hospital in conjunction with some medical
colleagues in the United States of America, who did a
study in the 1990's on the Good line family into the
prominent Kidney Failure of these relations.
While the medical status of all the individuals
involved was private and not available to the
individuals themselves, many names were sourced
and added to the Good family Tree; Dr. Kelvin L
Lynn of the Nephrology Department was most
helpful and co-operative in discussing and providing
the names on the Tree that they had compiled for this
research. For this hospital research, a genealogist
from Timaru had been engaged to work
on, and produce a Family Tree
involving many relations as descendants
from the "Good" name.
Each relation in this tree was sent an
appointment in groups to attend the
Christchurch Public Hospital for blood
and urine tests which then became part
of the research in an endeavour to ﬁnd a
reasoning why so many of the "Good"
relations inherited this disease which
killed so many in this particular line of
people.
It was a little time after this research
was completed, that I approached
Doctor Lynn with a view to obtain a
copy of the "Tree" they had used in this
research. Dr Lynn was very obliging
and while I could have the names of
those involved, he would have to
remove and medical data that they had
compiled. A few weeks later I received
by post, a large envelope containing
many A4 pages with parts of a Tree on
them, I had to spread them over the
lounge ﬂoor and try and match page to
page. As I did this, I started to add the
information to my Legacy, software
program and from there, had the basis of
a family history.
I continued to add names of relatives
who by marriage or birth were members

of my Tree.
By adding my wife’s name, it dawned on me that I
should research her family line, and of course that
brought into being, her mother and father's lines as well
as my mother’s. This gave me four family trees to
research. As I proceeded with my research I discovered
friends who by some form or other were involved with
me or my wife's trees and that they had some family
history personal to them, a classic one of these was a
fellow who lived in our street and about 10 houses
away who had the same surname as a married female
cousin of mine, by adding the information he had, we
were able to ascertain that a cousin of his was married
to this cousin of mine, with this information and similar
stories from four other friends, my genealogy now
extended to nine family trees.
My research over the last twenty-two years has added
names from many sources to the extent that my nine
trees now involve a total of 38532 names involving
12467 families as at 30 June 2019.
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Eureka, a mystery solved !

Edward Oliphant, Physician and Surgeon
and his wife, Mary Reith who were married
in Aberdeen, Scotland on August 28, 1901.

Contributed by Joe Adams, retiring editor

Many years ago we kept in close
contact with my one remaining uncle,
Arthur Stanley, in my father’s
immediate line who happily lived out
his last few years in Monticello War
Veteran’s home in Dunedin.
During World War II he had served
with the RNZAF as a navigator and
this service took him to places as
widespread as Iceland and the
Bahamas as well as Canada, Scotland
and England.
While in the UK he visited my
mother’s family and while stationed in
Scotland looked up relatives of our
forbears.
On returning home he suffered a
sudden stroke a year or so later which
rendered him speechless as well as
being unable to write. This afﬂiction

did not seem to worry him too much
and thankfully he was totally free of
any dementia problems.
At some point he showed us a
photograph of two people and we
managed to ascertain, through many
questions, accompanied at times by an
explicit swear word, that there was
some kind of medical connection
involved here.
Time passed and ﬁnally the old boy
passed away so we were left with
questions unanswered, not I might
add, for the want of trying.
Years later and by a chance comment,
I met many second cousins and
relatives with whom I keep in close
contact.
A second cousin’s wife is an expert in
genealogical research, knowing where
to look for she seems able to quickly

Above: A brief note
written on the rear of the
original states,”Ted in
front of his large thistle.”

unearth facts that would take many
of us years.
Last monh, while searching for
something else what should pop up
once more but the almost forgotten
images which began the uncertainty
all over once more. In sudden
inspiration I reached for my
keyboard, and incredibly, within 30
minutes I had not only the many
details I had wondered about over
all those years but the entire lifespan
of these folk in certiﬁcation form.
It transpired that Dr Edward
Oliphant was the nephew of my
great grandfather which would have
placed him roughly in the
generation my own grandfather.
Maybe it is little wonder then that a
few of our own family have been,
and are, in a variety of ways,
connected with medicine.
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The accompanying
certiﬁcates document the
life of Dr Edward Oliphant
throughout the course of
life.
What is not included is the
fact that he was married a
second time following his
ﬁrst wife’s passing. There
remains uncertainty as to
which wife is the one
pictured on the previous
page.
For greater legibility press
‘zoom’ to increase page size
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Jane Thomson (nee Coutts)
Mountaineer
In the last issue of “Family Tree” I
wrote about a relative Henry Coutts
who was awarded the “Queen’s scarf”
for bravery in the Boer War. What I
failed to mention in the article was that
Henry had a sister Jane Coutts who was
equally famous. Jane was the second
New Zealand woman to climb Mt.
Cook and the first New Zealand woman
to achieve the traverse of all three
peaks of Mt. Cook, known as the Cook
Traverse. I am proud to say Jane is my
1st. cousin, three times removed.
Jane was born on Kaiapoi Island on the
18th. May 1858, the only daughter of
Donald Coutts and Anne McKay.
Jane’s parents came to New Zealand
from Scotland in 1851. Donald farmed
in the Kaiapoi area and he also had a
mill. When Jane was 16, her father
decided to move north to the Patea
area.
Jane initially began work as a pupilteacher then won a teaching position in
Wellington. But her heart was in Patea
where she had met a young engineer
John Thomson who worked for the
Patea Harbour Board. They married in
Patea on Boxing Day 1878. Not long
after their only child Edgar Coutts
Thomson was born in January 1881.
Jane was initially content to stay at
home caring for her son and helping
out on their section, but in
1893 John got a promotion
and moved to Greymouth.
While in Greymouth, Jane
decided to involve herself
more in community affairs.
She was an accomplished
pianist, she wrote poetry and
began a real interest in natural
history and the outdoors. It
was in Greymouth that Jane
met Ada Perkins a local
music teacher. They
connected immediately and
Ada persuaded Jane to go on
rambles in the local area.
When Edgar moved to
Melbourne to begin an
engineering degree, Jane felt
she had the freedom to take
on overnight hikes and minor
climbs.
Jane was a fit person and
gradually, with Ada Perkin’s
encouragement, she began to
take on more and more
arduous hikes and climbs. As
her confidence grew, her
knowledge of mountaineering
techniques increased. In 1903
she was ready to tackle her

first serious climb, the Copeland pass,
between Mt. Cook and Karangarua. She
was accompanied by Ada Perkins,
Constance Barnicoat a British
mountaineer and two guides.
Jane’s son Edgar returned from
University in Australia and then began
fulltime work in Wellington. On 15 June
1904, Edgar died during a rugby game
after receiving a suspected kick to the
head. Jane and her husband John were
devastated. John threw himself into his
work and Jane took her climbing even
more seriously. John often worked away
from Greymouth in the Otira / Jacksons
area at the foot of the Southern Alps. Jane
would accompany him on his work
ventures and they often stayed at the
Aickens accommodation house. This
hotel was to become a favourite haunt of
hers as she began to climb and conquer
most of the peaks in the area. Jane left
Greymouth in 1910 to live in Wellington. made four previous attempts on Mt.
Cook. Mt. Cook had already been
In 1911 she successfully climbed Mt. climbed by a woman in 1910, an
Ruapehu. Jane was now a skilled climber Australian Freda Du Faur. She was also
and keen to attempt peaks in the area of the first woman to traverse all three
the Hermitage.
peaks of Mt. Cook. Freda had climbed
In February 1915 Jane climbed several with Peter Graham, the legendary Chief
peaks in the Southern Alps. Most of her M o u n t a i n G u i d e b a s e d a t t h e
climbs were with Conrad Kain, who was Hermitage. On 13 December 1915,
a guide for the Hermitage. On the April 7, Muriel Graham the wife of Peter
1915, Jane climbed an unnamed peak in Graham, became the first New Zealand
the Mt. Cook area with Conrad.
woman to climb Mt. Cook. How Jane
In those days, if you were the first to
climb an unnamed peak it reacted to Muriel’s ascent has not been
was your prerogative to recorded, but it probably inspired her to
name it. She named this emulate her, if not try something even
peak Mt. Edgar Thomson more difficult. Perhaps Jane could the
in honour of her son.
first New Zealand woman traverse all
The call of the mountains three peaks of Mt. Cook?
was strong and in early
December 1915, Jane was Jane was fit and determined, Conrad
back at the Hermitage, this was skilled and experienced.
They
time for a two-month stay. decided that they should not only
Conrad Kain had also attempt to climb Mt. Cook as a pair but
returned to the Hermitage
for a contracted guiding try to traverse all three peaks as well.
season. This time Conrad Normally a minimum of two mountain
was working as a private guides was needed for serious climbs
guide which suited Jane’s like this, but Conrad felt it could be
schedule. They renewed achieved as a partnership. This was
their friendship and he
w i l l i n g l y p a s s e d o n very risky as should Conrad falter, he
climbing techniques. The could only rely on Jane to save him.
pair quickly attempted Jane was 57 years old. The ascent
higher and higher peaks in began on 31 January 1916, beginning
the Mueller Glacier area, from the Hooker Valley side of Mt.
basing themselves at the
Cook. They reached the lower peak,
Mueller Hut.
climbed along the ridge to the middle
Jane now felt that she was peak, then onto the highest peak. They
prepared to climb even completed the traverse by descending
higher and tackle Mt. Cook onto the Linda Glacier at the head of
again. Conrad and Jane had
[continued on pge 12]
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the building down in its cellar!! Such a busy day we separated
to ﬁnd restaurants close to hotels for a quiet meal.

Day Two Saturday 9th March 10am
Exercise in logistics Barbara walked to us (Trevor and I) we
went on down to the Rydges Hotel and found Judith and Paul
waiting on down Victoria Street to the Ibis to ﬁnd Linda plus
Philip then we waited for our Taxi Van and waited and waited
It came right on time, further down to pick up Kevin and
Margaret and ﬁnally Tony and with all on board we were off to
Government House for a visit to Dame Patsy Reddy’s home.
Through Security we arrived at the Visitors Centre and a guide
who gave us a description of the displays in the centre.
Interesting to try and remember the order of all previous
Govenor-Generals.
The house is quite splendid inside and out. It must provide
overseas dignitaries a glimpse of New Zealand’s past history
when they visit or stay there. We all enjoyed having a photo
taken in front of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II portrait in the
Ballroom.
We also walked around the grounds with our guide and were
intrigued that the grounds were ﬁrst used as a Mental Asylum,
some of the brick walls still there.
Our van found us and off we went for a brief stop at Pukeahu,
the National War Memorial. A beautiful quiet descriptive
building with memorials to all the Regiments of First and
Second World Wars.
On to Te Papa Tongarewa. We split up into several choices the
First World War Exibit or the Chinese warriors exibition. For
most of us lunch was ﬁrst. So much to see plus we all enjoyed
walking back to our hotels along the waterfront.
Everyone was invited for pre-dinner drinks at 19 Kate
Shepphard Place, our Wellington home. Then across the road
to the “Thistle Inn” supposedly the oldest Pub in Wellington.

We were upstairs in their dining room full of old
photographs of the area. A great evening together.
Sunday morning still good weather and we waited for our
Taxi Van again at the Ibis Hotel. Somehow they sent a
single car for ten of us! Eventually a larger van arrived at we
set off for the Massey Memorial. An impressive memorial
to our Prime Minister in 1925. He was highly regarded for
his guidance of NZ through the First World War. The
granite and marble mausoleum was built by public
subscription apparently even over-subscribed !
An enjoyable trip around the Wellington harbour through
various small bays and stopped at some. We stopped and
read the memorial to the SS Wahine. Part of her anchor
chain is on the beach near where she ﬂoundered. Kevin
White told us of his experiences on that day as a young man
helping to rescue people from the beach. Very sad
memories.
I was keen to see the Ataturk Memorial on an exposed point
of the beach. This memorial was a copy of one in Turkey
presented by the then Turkish government remembering the
NZ soldiers who died in Turkey during World War One.
We all walked to see it then strolled down a cliff to our
van.
Eventually we arrived at what looked like a fully booked
restaurant on the beach near the airport. The Spruce
Goose did have room for us and we all enjoyed lunch and
coffee together. We drove into the airport and left three/
four of our group to catch ﬂights to Christchurch. The
remainder went back to the city and packed for an
evening departure .

Tired but lots of interesting memories for us all.
— (Contributed by Jill Lord)

COMING EVENTS
Family History and the media : behind the scenes of Who do you think you are?
Dr Nick Barratt author, broadcaster and historian presents a talk looking at how broadcast media and
the internet has transformed genealogy and family history, reflecting on how the hit BBC TV series
"Who do you think you are?" was commissioned, researched and filmed
FREE ADMISSION Thursday 8th August, 6pm - 7:30pm Turanga Library, TSB community space,
Level 1, corner Colombo and Gloucester Streets.

Hear Raymond Naisbitt, Family Search Librarian at the
Genealogical Society of Utah, speak on 12 August , 7:30pm9pm at Papanui Methodist church, corner Chapel Street and
Harewood Road. Topic is Tips for doing English research.
$5 DOOR CHARGE
Hosted by the Canterbury Branch, NZ Society of Genealogists
Inc.
New Zealand Family Tree, August 2019 - Page 9
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Images from our Wellington adventure
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Letter to the editor

Miners from the West Midlands, England
Dear Joe,
I’m one of a group of historians, artists, poets, writers and
musicians who are collaborating to commemorate the
bicentenary of a local history event here in England. You
can see more about it here: https://cinderloo.com/, but in a
nutshell, in 1821 mine owners in the region slashed the
already meagre wages of the miners by 25%, to starvation
levels in fact. Three thousand miners, their wives and
children marched in demonstration and were eventually
confronted by the local yeomen (armed militia) on the
‘Cinder Hills’, mounds of iron slag from the local
foundries. ‘Ringleaders’ were arrested, but the unarmed
miners retaliated by bombarding the yeomen with lumps of
the hard, glassy slag and freed the captives, whereupon the
yeomen ﬁred their muskets into the crowd, killing two and
injuring others. Subsequently one of the demonstrators was
brought to trial and hung. The violent and merciless
reaction of the authorities ensured that the insurrection was
suppressed, but eventually the mine owners did agree to a
small increase in pay.

On the face of it, this has nothing to do with New
Zealand family history, but I’m contacting you
because it may just possibly be relevant. Part of our
focus is to trace descendants of those nineteenth
century miners. Could it be that some miners
managed to escape the repressive conditions in this
region and emigrated to work in the iron ore mines in
New Zealand? Might your members and researches
have any insight into this?
The mining area I’m talking about is one associated
with Ironbridge in the Severn Gorge, an area credited
with the origins of the Industrial Revolution.
Geologically it has all the ingredients for the
production of iron; high quality clay (for the
furnaces), iron ore, coal and limestone (used to help
separate the iron from other minerals), so the miners
were very experienced, versatile and used to different
conditions encountered in mining a variety of
materials, so the mines of New Zealand might have
been an attractive proposition.
It’s a long shot but we would
appreciate your help to follow up
possible links by circulating my
enquiry to members of the Society.
— Andrew Naylor
Dear Andrew, To the best of my
knowledge, steel was not widely
manufactured in New Zealand at the
time you document. It is true that steel
from ironsand was produced in Golden
Bay however the ﬁrst product from this
venture was not manufactured until
1922.
Steel
is
also
presently
being
manufactured at Glenbrook, near
Auckland.
It is more probable that some of these miners who
departed the West Midlands for New Zealand
would have been attracted not by steel but by gold
which was at this time being won from various
locations.
A few may have been attracted by dredge
opportunities throughout Otago and Westland
however it may be more likely that some would be
attracted to tunnelling operations in Thames and
Waihi. I do not claim to be an expert on this so this
information may be mere conjecture, however some
reader may be able to provide more accuracy/
Left: A painting by Edwn Butler Bayliss, painter
and poet of England’s Black Country region.
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—[continued from page 8]

the Tasman Valley. The climb was
continuous, with no stopovers and took

the pair 17 ½ hours. This made Jane
the first New Zealand woman to
traverse all three peaks of Mt. Cook.
She also took the honour of being the
oldest woman to conquer Mt. Cook.
The Alpine Club of New Zealand
described their climb as a marvellous
feat unequalled for daring in the annals
of the Southern Alps.
Jane returned to the Hermitage again in
1917 and climbed three major peaks,
this time without guidance from
Conrad Kain. In 1921 she became a
member of the New Zealand Alpine
Club. After her husband John’s death
in 1927, she moved to Christchurch.
Jane was a determined individual and
considered to be a pioneer of her time.
At the age of 68, she made the first
female ascent of Mt. Rolleston in her
favourite Otira / Arthurs Pass region.
She revisited this beloved area over
and over again. Jane continued to walk
and climb for the remainder of her life
and remarkably when she was 80, she
travelled to Kashmir to see Mt. Nanga
Parbat, the ninth highest peak in the
world.
Jane died in Christchurch on 17th July
1944 aged 86. Sadly, she is buried in
an unmarked grave in the Bromley
Cemetery. She was a woman ahead of
her time and proved that age was no
barrier to physical success. I am proud
to have Jane on my family tree.
— Kevin White
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This is the ofﬁcial journal of the New Zealand Family History Society, which prints and publishes
the magazine three times a year. The contents are copyright and all rights are reserved
worldwide. The opinions expressed by the contributors and advertisers are their own, and do not
necessarily reﬂect the opinions of the society. The society’s ﬁnancial and membership year begins
on April 1, and the subscription charges are listed below. All enquiries may be addressed to PO
Box 13-301, Armagh, Christchurch, New Zealand. Persons interested in joining the society will be
posted a prospectus on enquiry. Regardless of the time of joining, the full subscription for the year
should be paid, and back copies of the magazine (if any) will be sent.

Meeting times: members will be notiﬁed.
Library hours – Every Monday 10 am to 12 noon, Every Saturday 10 am to 12 noon.
Closed on public holidays and public holiday weekends.

Classes of membership:
Full membership - Open to individuals, and entitles them to receive a newsletter.
Fee - $40 per year, Family $50 per year.
Associate membership - Open to historical associations, genealogical societies, public libraries,
and similar organisations. This entitles them to receive the magazine, and advertise free of charge
in the magazine on behalf of their organisations. These privileges do not extend to individuals in
these organisations. Fee - $40 per year
Privileged Membership - Open to individuals and entitles them to free admission to any event for
a person’s lifetime

Contact phone numbers and e-mail addresses:
President: Kevin White (03) 355-2109. email: famwhitenz@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jill Lord (03) 352-4506. email: jillian.lord@gmail.com.

We did not think of the great open
plains, the beautiful rolling hills,
the winding streams with tangled
growth, as ‘wild’. Only to the white
man was nature a ‘wilderness’ and
only to him was it ‘infested’ with
‘wild’ animals and ‘savage’ people.
To us it was tame. Earth was
bountiful and we were surrounded
with the blessings of the Great
Mystery. —Luther Standing Bear,
Latoka Sioux chief

Magazine: Contact Editor, Philip Creed 365-9101 email: philipcreed@xtra.co.nz

Research Requests
Members will be charged $NZ20 per hour. Non-members $NZ30 per hour
plus document fees incurred will be charged. We can accept cheques in
Pounds Sterling, $US or $AU.
When submitting your request please provide as much relevant information
as possible. Clarify exactly what you want to know, person, place, time etc.
Surnames in CAPITALS please.
DISCAIMER — While every effort will be made to accurately compile the
information requested, the FHSNZ or its members accept no liability for the
result you are seeking or that the research will be complete. A charge will still
apply as listed above.
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