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From the President
Greetings!
Yet another field trip has come and gone and what a fabulous weekend it was.
Thirteen members made their way to Picton on the 28th February to be treated
with a visit to the Picton Whaling Museum, a tour of the wonderful Edwin Fox,
high tea at Sennen House, an historic home from the 1880s and a view across the
Marlborough Sounds from an ancient Maori Pa site at Karaka Point. On Saturday
the 29th (Leap Day) it was to Blenheim we went, where we took in Peter Jackson’s
magnificent Omaka Aviation Museum, where original WW1 aircraft are housed in lifelike display areas.
This was followed by a high-end lunch and wine-tasting at the Wither Hills Estate and a visit to see another
historic home, Ugbrooke, a fantastic period home in the Awatere valley, where we were given a tour of the
restoration work of the current owner and then treated to afternoon tea. Sunday was a highlight for many
as we were coached out to Brayshaw Park and into the Marlborough Historical Society Archives rooms, in
the Marlborough Museum, where their curator had a wonderful array of archives for us to peruse. We then
returned to town on a miniature train that took us 7 km. along the Taylor River. All in all, a great weekend.
Look out for the photos of this field trip in this magazine.
One of the difficulties of a small society such as ours is weighing up the cost of membership against the
overheads, which take up 90% of our expenditure. These include the cost of maintaining an internet
connection during opening hours, power, rent, post office box, association fees and meeting costs. Our
hardy librarians wonder whether it’s worth having the library open, as few of our members come in to
undertake research or use the library. Three years ago, the decision was made to stop publishing a paper
copy of this magazine. Some copies are still printed for NZ libraries and for a few members without
computers, who willingly pay the extra $20 to receive a printed copy.
Most overseas magazines, around 30 per quarter, arrive through our e-mail address as PDF files. These are
downloaded and stored on one of our laptops. The name of each magazine is clearly visible on the laptop’s
desktop. We would dearly like to send electronic copies of these magazines to interested members, but the
arrangement with these overseas societies is that they must be stored, but not distributed, as they want
our members to become associate members of their societies and receive their own copies.
This magazine has a list of the magazines available for you to view electronically in our rooms. Please
support this project by visiting our library and reading the electronic copies of our exchange magazines.
Kevin White
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Joseph Langton (Joe) Adams 1935-2020
Honorary Editor, New Zealand Family Tree

Joe Adams passed away suddenly on Thursday 26th March 2020, aged 84 years. Joe had many talents and passions,
the greatest being his wife Grace and his family.
When Joe and his wife moved from Oamaru to Christchurch in 2002, they joined our Family History Society and he
became our magazine editor three years later. He had formerly worked for the “Oamaru Mail” newspaper for 23
years.
He was the author and writer of many articles which he researched, specializing in histories of North Otago, Waitaki
Valley, Central Otago, Mackenzie Country, gold mining, family histories as well as being passionate on railways.
Joe was editor of New Zealand Family Tree from 2005 to 2019. He transformed our Family History newsletter from
black & white into a modern, professional, colour illustrated digital production. Joe also produced our society
brochure.
Joe and Grace were involved with NZ Motor Caravan Association, Joe as their magazine editor and Grace as
president, and travelled widely with their motorhome in recent years
His other interests included Apple computers and particularly desktop publishing on Apple software.
Joe was an avid home movie maker for many years starting in the early days with 8mm film and in recent years he
was producing DVDs for family and friends.
I first met Joe at Aoraki Apple Users meeting at Timaru in 2000 where I found out that we had both attended Waitaki
Boys High School in the early 1950s.
Joe joined the Christchurch SeniorNet Mac Apple users’ group in 2002 and was their movie tutor up to the time of his
death.
Joe was a loveable, likeable character, always with a large smile and a notable sense of humour. He will always be
remembered for his Facebook jokes and cartoons.
Joe is survived by his wife Grace, 8 Children, 16 Grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren.
Allan Rutherford (Former FHSNZ membership officer)
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News Flash – 23 March
Like many organisations, our Society has been seriously impacted by The Covid – 19
Pandemic.
As from Monday 23rd March our library rooms will be closed indefinitely.
We will not be holding any monthly meetings, this includes the AGM, until further
notice.
Your committee will not be meeting, so if you have any communication please email
familyhistory.nz@hotmail.com
The April magazine will still be produced, as will monthly newsletters.
The Annual General Meeting has been postponed and we will advise you of a new date for the AGM as soon as we
are able to do so. Keep safe and look after each other.
Kevin White

Programme for Family History Society of N.Z. May – August 2020
5 May 2020 – Meeting cancelled due to Pandemic alert level 3 restrictions
7 June 2020 – Annual General meeting 2 p.m. St Silas Church Hall, 237 Main North Road, Redwood
5 July 2020 – Annual Mid-Winter “Christmas” dinner, with a music quiz taken by Kevin White
2 August 2020 - Subject to be advised.

Christchurch City Libraries free access to genealogy databases
During the period of closure of the city libraries, the library has made the Ancestry website free to library users with
a valid library card. Access to Ancestry Library edition from the city library website is free until 31 May 2020.
To access the Ancestry site, simply go to https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/ then choose the Explore tab
from the main menu at the top, then select Family History from the drop down menu.
Under Family History eResources, select the Ancestry Library Edition, by clicking on the link where the words appear.
You will be prompted to enter your library card number, and your PIN, which may be the last 5 digits of your library
card number. Once you have done this, you are then ready to search Ancestry databases worldwide.
Also available from home is the FindMyPast genealogy website.
Under the eResources tab, select Family History from the drop-down menu. Then under Family History, you will find
Use FindMyPast now, click on this link, and you will be taken to the search screen.
Also available from this site is MyHeritage.com genealogy website. Under the eResources tab, select Family History
from the drop-down menu, and click on it.
Then under family history, you will find use MyHeritage now.
Click on this link, it will take you to the Select Resource page, click MyHeritage Library Edition.
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FAQ’S about Chch City Libraries : Are our libraries closed?
The health and wellbeing of our community and staff is our priority, along with supporting the city
to function. All of our libraries will remain closed during Levels 3 and 4 of the COVID-19 alert
system.

Does that mean libraries will re-open at Level 2?
When the country has moved to an appropriate alert level and when we are confident that it is safe
to do so, our libraries will open gradually. Tūranga will be our first library to open, followed by
larger libraries in the different regions of the city and then eventually our smaller libraries. The
health and safety of our customers and staff is a top priority and we’ll advise you closer to the time
of processes put in place to help ensure this.

Will I have access to books while the libraries are closed?
Unfortunately, we cannot provide access to our print collections during the closure period. We’re
encouraging people to use our online services available through the library website. If you are
having problems accessing our digital service please contact the Fingertip Library. If you would
like help choosing your next great read, we can help! Get in touch with us.

Have you thought about a home delivery service once we leave Level 4?
We appreciate that some of our older customers may not be able to visit our libraries once they reopen. To support them, we are evaluating whether we could safely operate a limited home delivery
service for customers aged 70 and above. We will let you know as soon as more detail is available

What happens if I have items on loan?
Enjoy the books, DVDs, and magazines you have on loan. Your issues have been extended until
15 June. There are no fines being added to library items during this period.

Will I be fined if I can’t return my items by the due date?
We will be waiving all fines for library items that would otherwise have been incurred between 22
March and 15 June.

Can I still access the digital services?
You will still be able to access our online services 24/7 through our library website.

What do I do if I want to return an item during the closure period?
Please retain your items until further notice.

Can I sign up to a library membership online during the closure period?
Yes, you are able to sign up for a library membership online. This will allow you to access our
digital online services.

Will the FingerTip Library Call Centre stay open?
Yes. Our friendly FingerTip Team is available 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and 10am to 2pm
Saturday to Sunday to answer your library questions and help you to access our online resources.
Call 03 941 7923 or live chat at christchurchcitylibraries.com/LiveOnline

What do I do if I have research queries?
You can contact our Fingertip Library Call Centre who may be able to assist you
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GRANTS OF ARMS by Jill Lord
In this very-old article, I once tried to explain to myself the background to coats of arms. I decided my version was
not altogether accurate. At the time Edward Roberts was patron and a member of our society.
We (the Society) had been asked to investigate how a wine company could put a family coat of Arms on the labels of
their wine. This family did have origins in Europe but wanted to make sure they were eligible to use the arms they
had as part of a commercial venture.
The background to Arms and their usage is frequently misunderstood outside of Northern Europe. The oldest Rolls of
Arms were compiled about 1264 They usually recorded the arms of people present at any battle or a tournament.
Probably the most important older records were those of the heralds.
The herald’s visitations were a simple census of each noble family. These visitations took place from about 1530 until
1685. They formed a census of each noble or armigerous family. These were eventually preserved at the College of
Arms London (English) or Scotland for Scottish records likewise all European courts of the time. These herald’s
visitations became published books starting in 1600. Many large libraries have copies We have one in our Library.
It has become part of many family history records to include a “Coat of Arms” BUT to bear arms one must prove
legitimate descent from the person who originally received the grant of Arms. When I asked Edward Roberts HOW to
explain this to people, He answered me in a letter dated 4th November 1992:
Jill,
With no Law of Arms on the statute Books in N.Z., its citizens are free to seek arms through the College of Arms,
London; the Court of the Lord Lyon, Scotland; or from the Chief Herald of Ireland, Dublin. BUT the College of Arms,
London which has an Officer of Arms resident in N.Z., namely NEW ZEALAND HERALD OF ARMS EXTRAORDINARY,
claims to have exclusive rights.
Many of the towns and institutions in Otago and Southland and New Zealand citizens throughout N.Z. have received
grants of Arms from the Lord Lyon, King of Arms in Edinburgh.
Of course, their arms are genuine and legal as they are in the name of the Queen, just the same as English grants.
Numerous people of Irish descent have arms from the Chief Herald of Ireland.
Edward Roberts
96 Percival Street, Rangiora, New Zealand
Robert Charles Edward Trueman Roberts: 14 April 1913 – 23 April 2013
Heraldic blazon (description) of his coat of arms
Arms—Or a lion rampant reguardant Gules between two flaunches Vert.
Crest—On a wreath Or and Gules, a lion’s dexter gamb Gules holding in bend
sinister a staff terminating in a sphere Sable ensigned with a patriarchal cross
Gules.
Mantling—Gules doubled Argent.
Supporters—Dexter, a crusader knight of St Lazarus of the mid-13th century
proper; sinister, a lady in Welsh traditional dress holding in her hand a leatherthonged purse, all proper.
Motto: Dum Spero Spero (while I breathe I hope)
Granted—College of Arms, 19 February 1956; Augumented by Cronista Rey de Armas, Madrid on 22 April
1970.
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Family History Society exchange Journals
For many years our Society has exchanged journals with other societies, a practice that continues today.
However, the majority of journals now arrive as e-journals, or electronic journals which arrive at our e-mail
address, and are converted to an Adobe PDF file format for ease of storage.
The journals are downloaded onto one of our laptops and each journal has a folder which is displayed on
the desktop. We have adhered to an international agreement not to distribute the e-journals directly to
our members. Anyone can access these e-Journals on our laptop computers in our library rooms.
Here is a list of the genealogical societies from which we receive e-magazines :
England

Mornington

Buckinghamshire

Northern Territories

Cleveland

Peninsula

Dorset

Richmond Tweed

East Surrey

South East

Glasgow

Toowoomba

Manchester

New Zealand

Nottingham

Canterbury Branch NZSG

Suffolk

Dunedin genealogy group

Scotland
Aberdeenshire
Highlands
Canada
Alberta
British Columbia
Manitoba
Sasketchewan

Australia
Toowoomba
Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies
Bega Valley
Canberra Society of Genealogists
Coffs Harbour
Central W Queensland
Coorey Noosa
Illawarra
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Easter Tragedy – 100 years ago this month.
by Kevin White
There was nothing that Vern Carseldine and his friends liked better than fishing, sailing, camping and hunting. Vern
was a skilled young cabinet maker who lived with his family at North Pine River, not far from the Pumicestone
Passage near Bribie Island, about an hour north of Brisbane. Young Vern had used his cabinet making skills to craft a
yacht the “Sylvie” and planned to take his mates on a weekend they would never forget.

On the evening of Thursday 1 April 1920, Vern, his brother Percy Carseldine, known as Ted, another relative by
marriage Eric Beer and four friends set out from North Pine on a journey along the Pumicestone Passage heading
toward Caloundra. The plan was to sail through the night so that they would be ready for a day’s fishing, swimming
and adventure on the afternoon of Good Friday 2 April 1920. They were in good spirits and keen for their weekends
activities to begin. They arrived off Caloundra at 2pm, full of youthful enthusiasm.
The yacht was moored in the reasonably quiet waters at the tip of Bribie Island.
The group decided to dig for worms to use as bait and to have a swim. They had swum in these waters many times
and never had any trouble, but this day was a little different. The waves were starting to break, and they
encountered a strong rip even though it was low tide. Percy Carseldine became concerned and headed for shore
leaving three of his friends to carry on swimming. It wasn’t long before Eric Beer, who was still in the water, called
out for help. One of the friends, Wal McCallum was a Royal Life Saver and all of them were strong swimmers. A C
Stewart went for help and some of the others brought back lifesaving gear from the “Sylvie.” Ted Carseldine swam
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out with lifesaving gear, but he could not reach them. The rips had dragged them out beyond Ted’s reach and Vern
Carseldine, aged 23, Wal McCallum, 20, and Eric Beer, 19, were swept away.
After some time, locals came to assist and waded out into the surf, searching for the young men. The lighthouse
keeper, Oliver Birrell and other nearby boaties also began a search for the three young men using their own craft. A
local ferry owner drove the remaining four survivors to Landsborough then back to Caloundra. In those times phone
lines were in short supply. The Landsborough Police eventually came to help, and Constable McLachlan and many of
the locals searched for the next three days, but to no avail. Their bodies were never found.
At the inquest, the lighthouse keeper explained, that in times of rough weather channels could be forged through
the shallows and run out to sea even though on the surface it appears that the water is running the other way. The
inquest decreed that the deaths were accidental.

.
Later in 1920, friends and family, held a memorial service for the
three young men. A wooden cross with a plaque had been prepared.
The inscription read "This cross is erected by members of the crew of
the 'Sylvie' in memory of their comrades. Vernon David Carseldine
aged 23, George Wallace McCallum, 20 years and Eric Charles Beer,
19 years; who were carried out to sea when bathing opposite this
spot on April 2, 1920. "

The cross stood for many years near the northern tip of Bribie Island,
but disappeared during WW2.
Eric Charles Beer was my 2nd. cousin twice removed. Eric’s Great
Grandfather William Beer was my G G Great Grandfather.
William Beer is buried in the Toowoomba Cemetery.
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Family History Field Trip to Marlborough 2020
by Kevin White
When it was mooted that our Society’s 2020 Field Trip was to be to Marlborough, some questioned that the area
would be able to provide enough places of interest to family historians, how wrong could they be!
Thirteen members enrolled for the Field Trip, which began in Picton
on Friday 28 February, with a visit to The Picton Whaling Museum.
What a fascinating collection of whaling history, local history and
family photos the museum had. The highlights included a whaling
video from the 1950s showing how the whaling industry worked, a
whale embryo, some salvaged artefacts from the shipwrecked Mikhail
Lermontov and the family histories of the Norton, Perano and
Heberley families. It was then a quick walk to the preserved sailing
ship the “Edwin Fox.” This ship was built in 1853 in India using black
teak. The “Edwin Fox” had a varied career. It was an emigrant ship to
New Zealand, a tea clipper, a trader, a convict ship to Australia and in
its later years, a hulk for storing frozen meat and coal. It was also used
as a troop ship for the Crimean War, reputedly carrying such
illustrious passengers as Florence Nightingale. It has been preserved
by the Edwin Fox Society and it has its own attached museum. It was a
wonderfully interesting display. It is one of the oldest preserved ships
in the world. We all wondered how well we would have survived as
immigrants, having to cram together in one of the straw mattress
cubicles.
We then pooled cars and travelled to Karaka Point the site of a very-early Maori Pa. The views of the Sounds were
stunning. We then travelled on to Sennen House (Heritage Places listed building) where we were welcomed by
Michelle & Stefan to their wonderfully restored home. They showed us around, shared their renovation plans and
put on a high tea for us.
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On Saturday we all met at the Omaka Aviation Museum and what a treat was in store. This extensive Museum
houses Peter Jackson’s collections of WW1 & WW2 aircraft. Most of the aircraft were original and were all displayed
in creative Weta Workshop styled backgrounds. The WW1 room stood out as we were taken on a journey by a
Museum guide, ex DC3 pilot Allen who shared stories about each display and answered questions on all aspects of
aircraft design and restoration. A highlight was the display on the demise of “The Red Baron” Baron,
Manfred von Richthofen. Snoopy was nowhere to be seen! We also marvelled at artefacts and uniforms belonging to
Hermann Goering. The WW2 room displayed many fighters from all over the world as well as, a Weta Workshop
created video on the bombing of Stalingrad, where millions of Soviet troops lost their lives. It was very

sobering.

We then moved on to a special team lunch at the Wither Hills Estate. This fine winery overlooks fields of grapes.
Some of the team took part in a wine tasting exercise and we all pretended to be very knowledgeable and of course,
we noticed the hints of apple blossom and melon in our tastings! We were then all treated to a special lunch menu of
Marlborough delicacies.
It was then on to another heritage building, Ugbrooke House nestled in the Redwood Pass area near the Awatere
Valley.
We stopped off at a Cob Cottage on the way, but
unfortunately, it was closed. Ugbrooke was the
creation in 1885, of the 10th Lord William Clifford
of Ugbrooke, Devon, England but the building was
completed by Henry Dunstan Vavasour in 1903. It
then became a Vavasour family home for 3
generations. Since 2007 the current owners Peter
and Alex have extensively renovated the house
and more recently completed earthquake
reinforcements.

Most of the rooms have the original 14-foot studs.
Peter’s enthusiasm and passion for this place was
reflected in its wonderful restoration. Alex treated us to
afternoon tea in the heritage-listed category 1, dining
room. What a treat.
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Inside the Heritage NZ
Category 1 dining room at
Ugbrooke House.

On Sunday 1 March we all met at the Beaver Station in Central Blenheim. Beavertown was the original name for
Blenheim. We parked our cars and caught a shuttle to Brayshaw Heritage Park, as our return trip in the afternoon
was to be by miniature train arriving back at Beaver Station. We had arranged to meet Megan, the archivist at
Marlborough Museum. Some of us had pre-arranged for her to source family history details. We were all amazed
how well prepared she was, especially as this was her day off. We poured over her records and Bryan Mogridge and
Tony Gordon were particularly pleased with their finds. She also took us behind the scenes to view her well
catalogued and extensive collections.
Brayshaw Park holds an array of collections. The Marlborough Museum is on the site and it is extensive and features
local history, Maori history and a wine-growing display which was particularly informative. At the entrance to the
museum was the statue of three young Vavasour family members which once took pride of place in Ugbrooke
House. Some of us visited the Family History Centre which is housed in rooms at the Park. We shared stories of
research and local history with the family history librarian, who also had opened-up for us on her day off. We then
tucked into our packed lunches and some wandered off to look at the farm machinery, vintage car museum,
woodwork and gem displays. At 1:15 p.m. our miniature train left Brayshaw Station and we had a leisurely 7km. ride
back to Beaver where our cars were parked. All in all, it was an enjoyable weekend with good company and lots of
laughs.
LEFT: Archives room, Marlborough Historical Society
RIGHT: On the train from Brayshaw station to Beaver station
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Free access to digitised records from The National Archives, United Kingdom
The National Archives, Kew, London, UK is the principal repository of records for the nation. During the period of
lockdown, the National Archives are closed to visitors. However, to offset this lack of access to the physical
repository of records, they are providing free downloads of digitised records, as per the conditions set out below.
Normally, they charge £3.50 ($7.00) per record to download and view, so this is an exciting opportunity for
genealogists to avail themselves of this free service, while the physical archives remain closed to the public.
Free access to digital records
Friday 24 April 2020
We are making digital records available on our website free of charge for as long as our Kew site is closed to visitors.
Registered users will be able to order and download up to ten items at a time, to a maximum of 50 items over 30
days. The limits are there to try and help manage the demand for content and ensure the availability of our digital
services for everyone.
To access the service and download for free, users will be required to:
•

Register/sign into their Discovery account before adding items to their basket (maximum ten items per
basket)

•

Abide by the terms of our fair use policy

•

Complete the order process to receive a download link, which will remain active for 30 days. (The link will
also be saved in ‘Your orders’ in your account for 30 days)

Our usual terms of use still apply – digital copies can be downloaded for non-commercial private use and educational
purposes only, and bulk downloads and web crawlers are not permitted.
How can I download documents for free?
You will be required to register for a free account on our website and be logged in to be able to download
documents.
To find records that are available to download for free, filter your search results in Discovery to include records that
are ‘available for download only’.
What sort of documents can I download?
You will be able to download records digitised by The National Archives and published through Discovery, our online
catalogue. These include:
•

First and Second World War records, including medal index cards

•

Military records, including unit war diaries

•

Royal and Merchant Navy records, including Royal Marine service records

•

Wills from the jurisdiction of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (1449-1858)

•

Migration records, including aliens’ registration cards and naturalisation case papers

•

20th century Cabinet Papers and Security Service files

•

Domesday Book (1086-1087)
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A full list of digitised collections can be seen here, although please note that it includes collections available on other
sites that may charge for access, and are not included in this offer.
Does this apply to all digital records that are searchable in Discovery?
No, as not all digital records searchable in Discovery are available on our website.
The free access will apply to the digitised collections on our website, but it will not extend to our collections on other
sites run by our commercial partners, such as Ancestry, Findmypast and The Genealogist. These sites are usually free
to search with a subscription charge to view and download records, although most offer a 14-day free trial, and some
are currently offering selected free access to their collections.
How many documents can I download at one time?
We’ll be limiting the number of items that users can download at one time to ensure that our systems remain
accessible to as many people as possible.
Our fair and reasonable use policy applies, and states the following:
•

The National Archives permits registered users to order and download a reasonable number of documents
for free and has set a maximum order limit of 50 documents in a 30-day period.

•

In order to maintain the integrity of the service for everyone and to ensure that as many people as possible
can benefit from it, we reserve the right to disable users’ accounts where there is a breach of this fair use
policy.

•

We reserve the right to change the maximum number of items ordered in a 30-day period and revise these
terms of use from time to time.
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New Zealand Family Tree:
This is the official journal of the New Zealand Family History Society, which prints and
publishes the magazine electronically three times a year. The contents are copyright and all
rights are reserved worldwide. The opinions expressed by the contributors and advertisers are
their own, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the society. The society’s financial
and membership year begins on April 1, and the subscription charges are listed below. All
enquiries may be addressed to PO Box 13-301, Armagh, Christchurch, New Zealand. Persons
interested in joining the society will be posted a prospectus on enquiry. Regardless of the time
of joining, the full subscription for the year should be paid, and back copies of the e- magazine
(if any) will be sent.
Meeting times: Members will be notified via the monthly newsletter and e-magazine.
Library hours – Every Monday 10 am to 12 noon, Every Saturday 10 am to 12 noon.
Closed on public holidays and public holiday weekends.

Classes of membership:
Full membership - Open to individuals and entitles them to receive a monthly newsletter and an
electronic magazine three times a year.
Fee - $40 per year, Family $50 per year.
Associate membership - Open to historical associations, genealogical societies, public libraries,
and similar organisations. This entitles them to receive the e-magazine and advertise free of charge
in the magazine on behalf of their organisations. These privileges do not extend to individuals in
these organisations. Fee - $40 per year

The next issue of New Zealand Family Tree will be published in August 2020.
Contributions are sought, and articles on family history, research methods, record keeping, New Zealand families,
heritage and cultural history, record repositories, museums, archives, and local history are always welcomed.
Please submit your articles via e-mail to the editor at philipcreed@xtra.co.nz, and do acknowledge any printed or
published sources you have consulted and used in your article.
The editor reserves the right to publish any submissions, and the copyright to such material remains with the author.
The editor accepts no responsibility for the views contained within NZFT and they are not necessarily the opinion of
the Family History Society of New Zealand Inc., its editor or its officers.
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