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PRESIDENT’S REPORT APRIL 2019
I prepare this report following the Western Victorian
Association of Historical Societies annual general
meeting held in Swan Hill for the first time in its 56
year history. There were more than 60 people
registered coming from all over the west of Victoria
and proudly I can say we received very favourable
feedback on all aspects: venues, running of the event,
meals, cruise, guest speaker and Tyntynder Homestead
tour. There were at least 18 members involved in
staging this busy weekend and I would like to thank all
those that helped out in the months of planning and
preparation and during the weekend. I would also like
to thank Gaye and Stewart Booth (Stradbroke Hall) for
the exceptional facility, Peter Morton for the cruise,
Sharon Parsons caterer and Swan Hill Council for their
grant to assist in hosting this event.
Prior to Christmas we were asked to do walking tours
at the monthly Farmers Market. I have conducted these
at two markets and hope to be able to be better
prepared in the future with more advertising to attract
bigger numbers.
Several members have assisted with recent research
enquiries and their contribution is appreciated by the
group as do the people requesting the information.
Hopefully you are getting the same satisfaction in
researching and helping our group with a vital source
of income.

Left to Right:
Michael Menzies
(President WVAHS),
Helen Curkpatrick
(Secretary WVAHS)
and Steve Pentreath.

Stradbroke
Hall—venue for
meetings and
meals.

Tyntynder Homestead Tour.

Thanks must also go to new committee member
Lyndon Patterson who has been updating the ‘new’
website. If you have any ideas for Lyndon we can work
on that too.
Keep Researching.

Steve Pentreath
Executive
President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
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MUM, A CONVICT AND TWO BOYS
I have always been interested in history and genealogy having spent time living in England in the early
1970s and undertaking some research on my Clutterbuck and Johns families. They seemed interesting in
that the Johns family always reminded our family of the TV drama, The Onedin Line as the family were into
shipping with an interest in several ships in the Gloucester area. My father could recall visits to his
Grandfather Johns and Uncle as a child from Shrewsbury, recounting the smell of the oil-infiltrated ropes
used on the ships. His grandfather was a sailmaker, his Uncle the ship owner. The Clutterbucks were all
from Gloucestershire and provided much interest given they were labourers of the woollen trade,
cordwainers and chimney sweeps with the odd one going up before the courts for minor transgressions. (Not
serious enough to put you on a seven year 'holiday' across the seas!)
With the year 1988 nearing and the celebration of the founding of Australia with the first wave of convicts
in 1788, many folk in Australia felt it would be terrific to have a convict in the family - for that time it put
you on a different 'social' level as opposed to those who just had hard working 'Ag Labs' in their ancestry.
Such were the bragging rights of that year! Not everyone saw it that way, especially my mother who felt it
would be a blot on your character, and family, to be descended from a convict.
In times of nostalgia. Mum sometimes talked about her grandmother Susan Ryall who had been a midwife
around the Prahran/South Yarra area of Melbourne at the turn of the 20th century. Mum knew that Susan's
maiden name had been Litchfield and that Susan's father had been a furniture maker in the South Yarra area.
However, Mum knew very little else about the Litchfield side of the family as her grandmother was elderly
and the only Litchfield grandparent alive during her childhood. On the Ryall side her great grandfather,
Henry Ryall, was her only grandparent and she spent much time with him but failed to listen to all his
stories!
It wasn't until one morning in mid 1987 when, for work, I drove a car along a road named Ryalls Lane, then
later the same day arrived at a farming area named Litchfield. I got the feeling someone might be telling me
something! From then I developed a passionate interest in the genealogies of both the Ryalls and the
Litchfield's, with Mum's help. The Ryalls were from Somersetshire and the Litchfield's from Cambridge. I
made contact with a researcher who put me in touch with a lady named Mollie Bentley1 from Perth
(Western Australia) and the tale of two boys began to emerge. It was another 12 months before the tale of
the convict emerged. The following is very much an overview and an abbreviated tale of the convict,
Samuel, and his two boys, Frederick and Edwin Litchfield. The boys were living in the 1830s and 1840s in
England under a possible 'serial family' situation. Much of this has been written by Mollie but added to as
more information has come to light with the release of more and more records. However, to begin, I start
one generation back.
Samuel Baines Litchfield (my 3xGreat grandfather) was born in Cambridge in August 1799. It could be
assumed that as a young man Samuel was working as a Confectioner in Trumpington St. Cambridge in a
family business with his father John and his grandfather Edward Litchfield.
The Cambridge Chronicle and Journal of the 7th October 1820 noted that the marriage of Samuel Litchfield
and Susan Giles had taken place on 4th October 1820 at St Giles Church, Samuel being the son of Mr J
Litchfield of Cambridge and Susan being the daughter of William Giles of Colne, Huntingdonshire.
Things didn't go too well in the marriage despite the birth of 2 sons - Frederick John in 1821 and Edwin
Samuel Giles in 1823. It would seem that Samuel had a drinking problem which, despite much love in the
marriage, led him into situations that involved the law. Susan was a romantic and a prolific poet, writing
much of the problems within the marriage in the lines of her verses citing 'tears, recriminations and
promises of reform'. (1980s Mollie Bentley Litchfield and Lyons families)
Sometime after the birth of Edwin, Susan left Samuel taking the boys with her.
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In 1826 Samuel faced the courts and was given a
custodial sentence in Cambridge Prison of 10 months
for the theft of a Gentleman's hat valued at 5/-. It seems
that during his prison sentence, he worked in some
gardens in Cambridge. However, it all didn't end there.
By 1829, with his wife and sons departed from
Cambridge, Samuel's behaviour simply deteriorated.
He committed petty larceny, stealing brass candlesticks
valued at 2/- from the house of one Charles Louth. For
this, and having been incarcerated within the previous 3
Prison Hulk—Portsmouth Harbour.
years, he was again charged and dealt a harsher
sentence, "to be transported across the seas for seven years". From Prison, he was transferred to the
Prison Hulk, Leviathan, in Portsmouth Harbour where he remained for almost 6 months before
leaving for Port Arthur in July 1829 on board the Thames.11 He arrived in Hobart, Tasmania (or Van
Diemen's Land as it was known then) on 20 November 1829 and is listed as Convict 465 from
Cambridge.
Life only got tougher for Samuel as he saw out his days under the hard regimes of those in charge of
Port Arthur. It was a harsh and brutal place and Samuel did not make life easy for himself or for those
in charge - he faced the wrath of not only those in charge, but on several occasions he went before the
Magistrates receiving severe penalties for his wayward
behaviours. The story of his time at Port Arthur is for
another day but it includes solitary confinement, road
gangs, drunkenness, forgery, escaping and much more.
Eventually in the late 1850s he appears to have settled
down and worked at the Botanic Gardens in Hobart. It
was noted that he had had experience in gardening
whilst in Cambridge Prison many years earlier. He died
in 1863 and is buried at Holy Trinity Churchyard in
Hobart.
Botanic Gardens Hobart—mid 1800’s.
Meanwhile back in Britain, Susan and her boys had found their way to Dover in Kent along with one
William Palfrey, a linen draper. A marriage has not been located for Susan and William even though
Susan was known as Palfrey. The family of William and Susan increased by two, a boy, George, born
in 1829 and died in 1830 aged 11 mths, and a daughter Lucy born in April 1832. Susan died in May
1832, a month after giving birth to Lucy. She is buried in the Dover Churchyard with her son George.
This left William Palfrey with a new born baby daughter and two 'stepsons', but, as was often the case,
he had married by 1835 to Mary Mummery and they had several more children. At this stage, the
Litchfield boys were 14 and 12 years. It was during these years the boys lived in a home that had
housed their 'stepfather' a 'stepmother' who was somewhat removed in the relationship stakes, a half
sister and some brothers and sisters of no biological connection. Apparently Mary was a very caring
'mother' to the boys and had taught Frederick much about the linen trade. This was borne out in letters
between Frederick and Mary across many years. Mary also cared for her stepdaughter Lucy and took
her into the linen trade. William Palfrey, the boys 'stepfather', died in late 1841 and is buried with
Susan and George.
By 1841, Frederick Litchfield had married an Ellen Palfrey (not sure if there was any relationship to
William Palfrey) and was working as a Linen Draper in Ipswich, Suffolk. His brother Edwin was
working as an apprentice upholsterer in Sittingborne, Kent and living with a family headed by Samuel
Lyon to whom he was apprenticed. In the house was a daughter, Charlotte, whom Edwin married in
1848. Edwin and Charlotte had several children of whom only 3, Frederick William (b. 1851 Kent),
Susan Elizabeth (b. 1854 Kent) and Annie Victoria (b. 1855 Geelong, Victoria) survived into adulthood. Edwin, his pregnant wife and children Frederick and Susan travelled on the Sea King across the
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seas to Chilwell (Geelong, Victoria) in 1855 where Annie was born shortly after their arrival.
Of the brothers, Frederick Litchfield immigrated to New Zealand where he became a prominent citizen
of areas in the north of the South Island. In 1869 he was elected the first Mayor of the town of Blenheim.
He and his wife had 5 children with descendants scattered far and wide. He returned to England in the
early 1880s following the apparent failure of his marriage and lived in Hastings, Sussex until his death
in 1902. It was during this time that he saw his mother's grave for the first time after some 50 years and
was able to spend time with his half sister Lucy.
Edwin remained in Australia. His wife died in childbirth 10 years after they had arrived and Edwin
maintained a furniture making business in Melbourne, although this was rocky at times as he faced
bankruptcy twice. Edwin died in 1905 in Melbourne.
Edwin Litchfield's descendants are scattered far and wide across Australia and many other parts of the
world. I descend from Edwin's daughter Susan who married Charles Ryall and had 11 children, all of
whom survived into adulthood. The Ryalls and Litchfields lived near to each other in South Yarra.
As for Mum, although she threw her hands in horror at first, she did come to terms with the fact she was
descended from a convict and, like many others, relished in the status it gave her during that bicentenary
year of 1988. Although she didn't live to hear the full story of her great, great grandfathers' escapades at
Port Arthur, she had visited Port Arthur and read the book 'For the Term of His Natural Life' by Marcus
Clarke (1874), understanding the conditions to which the convicts were subjected.
1

The late Mollie Bentley was also a Litchfield descendant and a second cousin to my mother. Mollie was a descendant of
Annie Victoria Litchfield born in 1855. Mollie wrote the basis for this story - Litchfield and Lyons Families for which I have
no date.
11
The Surgeon on board the THAMES for the voyage from July to November 1829 has described the voyage and the
conditions on board in his Surgeons Report. It's a fascinating read particularly if anyone is interested in the treatment of
some of the medical conditions that arose whilst on the voyage.

© 2012 Jenny Clutterbuck

BOOK REVIEW
Midwives and Paddle Steamers. Early midwives along the Murray
River from the Alps to the Ocean. By Mavis Gaff-Smith. 2017.
(Available to be borrowed from the Swan Hill Regional Library.)
For more than twenty years, Dr Mavis Gaff-Smith, herself a
midwife, has researched the impact of the provision of midwifery and
Maternal and Child Welfare services on colonial and early national
development.
This book is dedicated to the aboriginal and pioneering midwives
along the Murray River, and the women they assisted in childbirth.
Chapters 10 and 11 cover local towns along the Murray. “Midwives
Where the Black Swan Flies” – Kerang, Murrabit, Swan Hill and
Nyah West and “Midwives Where the Murray Meets the Mallee” –
Tooleybuc and Piangil.
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Membership
Single
$20.00
Family (2 Adults & School Children)
$25.00
(Above Subscriptions includes Society's Newsletters)
New Members also pay a Joining Fee
$10.00
Newsletter Subs. (Non Members)
$ 7.00
Membership Application can be printed from our
Web Page http://home.vicnet.net.au/~shghs/mship. htm
Meetings
The Society holds regular monthly meetings with
Guest Speakers or topics of interest relating to
Genealogy or History. Meetings are held on the
second Friday of each month (with the exception of
January), commencing at 7.30 pm at the Swan Hill
Regional Library. Entry from rear of building.
General Information
Our Rooms are situated in the Swan Hill Regional
Library at 53-67 Campbell Street, Swan Hill. We have
a large holding of Books, Micro-fiche, Films, Local
Cemetery Listings. plus much more. Research to
Members is free. Visitors are charged $20.00 per
day. Written requests are welcome at $20.00 a
request. Please write to our Research Officer.
The Rooms are manned by volunteers on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays between 10 am and
3 pm. Other times may be arranged by phoning the
Society on 50362472 when members are on duty.

LIBRARY REPORT – APRIL 2019.
By Norma Rutherford.
AUSTRALIA
AUST 44A
Aborigines at Mystic Park &
Lake Boga. Research &
Information. By John Jobson.
CEMETERIES
CEM B16
Bendigo Cemetery Sandhurst.
Thomas Pope Besnard.
Donated by Friends of the
Bendigo Cemeteries Inc.
By Carol Holsworth.
DISTRICT HISTORIES
DH W63
Life, Death & Gold in
Whipstick. Raymond,
Neilborough, Sebastian &
Myers Creek. By Ian
Belmont.
MAPS
MAP 42

WAR
WAR 133

Maps held in Archives Room,
Swan Hill Regional Library.
Donated by Pat Salau.
Barham – Koondrook &
Districts Honouring our
Anzacs 1st World War. By
Barham-Koondrook H.S. Inc.
2011.

Free Research For Members
Members who live outside Swan Hill, and have
difficulty in visiting our Library, can now have limited
research carried out on their behalf free of charge.
Please write to the Society at:- PO Box 1232, Swan
Hill. 3585. Or, alternatively, if coming to town on a
Monday or Friday, phone and make an appointment.

RESEARCH

FICHE, CD & USB REPORT.
By Jim & Judy Strugnell.
Feb. USB Stick Richmond Vic: Index to Owners
and Occupiers & Index to Streets 1857 – 1902
(Rate Books). Donated by J & J Strugnell.
Mar.
USB Stick
Bendigo & Regional
Cemeteries. Cemetery Indexes and Headstone
Photographs of 19 Cemeteries in the Bendigo
Region. Also on this USB – a History of Bendigo
and Murder stories.

The outstanding family we are researching at
the moment is the family of BUERCKNER.
Catherine Mary who was a shearers cook,
living in Tualka Terrace, Moulamein in 1956.
She married a BUERCKNER and had two
children: Robert in 1948 and Katherine in
1949/50.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER:
Julie KIDGELL, Longlea.

The first two months have been very busy with
enquiries coming in over the Christmas period.
Included are the families of MANNIX,
CRAMER, SKEWES and McINNESS who we
have been able to help.

She later married a STANLEY and died in
1990 as Catherine STANLEY, and is buried in
Moulamein Cemetery.
Anyone with any
information please send details to our Society.
Margaret Scala, Co-Ordinator.

Disclaimer: Articles in this Newsletter are published in good faith, but no responsibility is taken.
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ARTICLES FROM OTHER NEWSLETTERS
AND WEBSITES OF INTEREST:
Ancestor Vol 34, Issue 5, March 2019. Quarterly
Journal of the Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc.
-Resources for Searching for Burials in Victoria by
David Down.
-A Guide to Researching Tasmanian Records by
Margaret Vines.
- Researching People and Properties in Richmond.
Using the USB product Richmond Vic: Index to
Owners and Occupiers & Index to Streets, 1857—
1902. (This item has recently been added to our
Library.)
Family Tree UK. January 2019.
-Exploring the Boundaries & Borders of the British
Isles. Article covers the changing nature of the
borders within the British Isles and includes several
old maps.
-Piecing Together the Evidence. This article
examines a variety of birth records to see how
reliable they are for arriving at the truth, and
suggests that it is worthwhile gathering evidence
from different historical sources to ensure you have
the fullest picture of your family history.
-Census Returns. A mini guide to understanding
the Census Records.
Family Tree UK. February 2019.
-Tackling Ethical Dilemmas in Genealogy.
Interesting article covering the ‘Right to Privacy’
versus the ‘Right to Know’.
-Getting it Right! Essential research skills for firstrate family history. 6 search tactics you need to be
an excellent family history researcher.
-Finding Missing Church Marriages.
Article
covers search tips to help you find the answers to
your wedding brick wall.
-Wills & Probate Records. A mini guide to
understanding Wills & Probates.
Trove
Free Online Commonwealth Gazettes dating back
to Federation in 1901.
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/gazette?q=
Historic Graves
http://historicgraves.com/
This website is a community heritage project where
local community groups are trained in the low-cost
high-tech field survey of historic graveyards and
recording of their own oral histories. This site
holds records of historic graves around the UK.
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Considered at the time as the greatest fire in Swan
Hill, O’Connell Motors garage was destroyed in the
early morning of 26th May, 1953. Rebuilt and reopened two years later, the former McCrae Street
motor garage is now occupied by Dimmeys
(although not for much longer). This account of the
event appeared in the Swan Hill Guardian.
Swan Hill Guardian Tuesday, 26 May, 1953.
26 Cars, trucks destroyed

Garage gutted in Swan Hill’s most
destructive fire.
Damage estimated at between £75,000 and £100,000
was caused by a fire which completely gutted the
garage of O’Connell Motors Pty Ltd., McCrae Street
early on Friday morning. Besides the building, 23
cars and trucks and three tractors were destroyed in
one of the most destructive fires ever seen in Swan
Hill. Cause of the fire is unknown. The building
and most of the contents were insured.
The alarm to the fire brigade was given by a
milkman on his rounds at 2.30am. The brigade was
quickly on the scene, but it was faced with an
impossible task to save the building, as flames were
sweeping through the building when firemen began
to play water on to them through four hoses. Many
residents in their night attire watched the gallant
efforts of the firemen who, realising that the garage
was doomed, concentrated on preventing the blaze
spreading and saving adjoining buildings, including
Drummond Bros. Joinery shop and timber yard and
Hourigan’s radio service station from destruction.
An eye witness told a Guardian representative that
the brigade did a magnificent job in preventing the
fire spreading and engulfing adjoining buildings. He
said flames licked the roof of the garage which
continued to fall in as the firemen worked, and the
building was filled with black smoke.
New cars saved. The proprietor of the garage, Mr.
Frank O’Connell, and Mr. Norman Dowling ran
into the burning building and saved the destruction
of two brand new cars, a Consul and Zephyr, by
driving them out onto the street. Mr. Brett Freeman
attempted to save a car near the rear entrance of the
garage, but was forced back by the terrific heat and
both his hands were burned and blistered. Exploding
petrol drums and petrol tanks in cars and trucks
threw petrol over other vehicles, which were soon in
flames. Many residents were awakened by these
explosions which occurred in rapid succession.
Firemen strove desperately to control the fire, but
they were powerless to prevent the destruction of the
building which collapsed after two hours.
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The fire was eventually brought under control at about 6 o’clock. Most of the cars were the property of the
firm. At the height of the blaze, many large sparks landed in Campbell Street and black smoke from burning
oil covered a wide area of the town. Window frames and iron walls of Drummond Bros. Joinery shop were
damaged.
Home menaced. The residence of Mr. Mervyn Graham, in Beveridge Street, was menaced, and Mr.
Graham, assisted by many willing helpers, hurriedly removed furniture and other personal belongings on to
the footpath. When the fire was brought under control, Mr. Graham was assisted to put the furniture and
other possessions back in the house. He is grateful for the ready assistance he received when it appeared that
his home was in danger of destruction. Recently the firm spent over £18,600 in effecting improvements to
the building. These included splendid office facilities, a new spare parts section, which had been in use for
only six months, new bins and new equipment, special lighting fixtures, and workday counters.
Loss to community. The destruction overnight of this fine business is a loss to the whole community.
Years of hard work and endeavour by the proprietor and staff of over 33 was wiped out in a few hours. “We
thank our lucky stars that Thursday night was not like Tuesday night, when a strong wind was blowing
continuously as the whole block, including the Commonwealth Bank, would have been seriously
endangered,” an eye witness told a Guardian representative. “It was a disastrous fire, but it could easily
have been much worse in its effect. If the flames which destroyed the garage had been fanned by a strong
wind like that on Tuesday night, there is little doubt they would have spread in other buildings, which would
have made the job of the fire brigade even more difficult.” Many who saw the brigade fighting the fire
warmly praised its volunteer members under the Captain Ron Jilbert. They all agreed that the brigade had
done a “really good job” in confining the fire to one building and preventing the destruction of others.
Brigade praised. The manager of the Swan Hill branch of the Commonwealth Bank, Mr. F. Sparling,
described the work of the brigade as “magnificient.” “The brigade was faced with an impossible task to save
the garage, but it did splendid work in preventing the possible destruction of other buildings on the block,”
Mr. Sparling said. “The bank was ready to remove essential records. If it was a night like last Tuesday it is
hard to say what might have happened.” A hydrant was pulled out of its plug when a truck ran over a hose,
and Mr. Sparling suggested that mobile red lights could be used with advantage to prevent similar
happenings in the future when firemen were engaged in fighting a fire. After they had brought the fire under
control, firemen were served with cups of tea by Mrs. Sparling, a gesture which they much appreciated.
Mr. Frank O’Connell yesterday asked the “Guardian” to express the thanks of himself and his wife, also the
firm and its staff for the wonderful support and expressions of sympathy they had received from all sections
of the community. Mr. O’Connell spoke in high praise of the work of members of the fire brigade, which he
said risked life and limb in their efforts to control the fire. He said he was indebted to the members of the
Swan Hill Telephone exchange and technicians for the really splendid co-operation they gave in all respects.
Researched by John Jobson.

New 26 ½ ton diesel power unit
for the Swan Hill Power Station
taken in front of the rebuilt
premises of O’Connell Motors Pty
Ltd on the 10th March, 1956.
Photo courtesy Murray—Mallee
Country, Swan Hill and District
1836—1986 by Graham Gardner.

MEETING TOPICS
Friday 10th May, 2019. 7.30 pm. Swan Hill Regional Library. Guest speaker – Harold Heslop will speak about the
Swan Hill and District Veteran’s Information Centre (SHADVIC). (Unfortunately Harold was unable to attend our
April meeting as advertised in our previous newsletter.)
For the winter months, our meetings will once again be changed to day meetings, being held on Sundays
instead.
Sunday 16th June, 2019. Trip to Piangil - Jeanette Young’s show “Tapestries of the Heart”, at 4 McGradie St,
Piangil. Cost is $8 per person, which includes scones, jam & cream and a cuppa. Car pooling can be arranged.
Members to leave from the rear of the Swan Hill Regional Library at 1.15pm SHARP. For catering purposes, please
place your name on the list in our Library by the 7th June, 2019 if you will be attending.
Sunday 14th July, 2019. 2.00 pm. Swan Hill Regional Library. Guest Speaker Dr. Stewart Booth. Items of Interest:
Death Certificate with an unusual cause of death or Medical item/memorabilia.
Sunday 11th August, 2019. A trip to Ultima is proposed. The trip could include either lunch or afternoon tea. Car
pooling can be arranged, with members to leave from the rear of the Swan Hill Regional Library. Further details will
be advised as they become available. Anyone interested in attending, please place your name on the list in our
Library.

Swan Hill Memorial Park
Burials & Monumental
Inscriptions 1859—2010
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For Sale:

For Sale:
Reproduction of J Edward Robertson’s
1912 book
“The Progress of Swan Hill and District”
This book includes a comprehensive account of Swan Hill
businesses and people from that period, including towns like
Ultima, Nyah and Lake Boga, and a unique collection of
photos.

Cost $30.00
plus $5.00 postage

Cost $20.00
plus $4.00 postage.

CD available from:
Swan Hill Genealogical
& Historical Society Inc.

Book available from:
Swan Hill Genealogical &
Historical Society Inc.
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