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One of the aspects of family history that got me hooked was the fact that it
made history, which I had always found incredibly boring in school, come alive
for me. To discover that my ancestors had lived through, or even participated
in events that I had learned about, was amazing. The ancestors of three of our
authors in this issue made their mark on history in different ways. Rod Fenton’s
ancestor was in the thick of the Radical movement in the late 18th, early 19th
century, a movement which eventually led to the democracy that we enjoy
today. Two of Robyn Sharman Hawking’s family members also earned a place
in history by being the models for the iconic Australian painting, Shearing the
Rams. Margaret Vines’ family member worked on the gardens of the Exhibition
building back in the 1880s.
Anne Nolan was unable to ﬁnd a connection with one of her DNA matches.
Viewing a small memo at a family gathering gave her the clue she needed to
unravel the story of her grandfather’s early life, and this explained the DNA match.
We are often urged to write up our family history. But have you ever thought
about what will happen to all your records and documents when you pass away?
Jenni Ibrahim guides you through steps that you can take to make sure that your
work is not lost.
In this issue we have not one but two ‘How to’ articles – the second part of Susie
Zada’s guide to Victorian Records, and a guide by Mary-Anne Gourley to tracing
ancestors in British India. Research Corner has a different format from usual.
You will ﬁnd a fascinating timeline of religious events that may have impacted
your ancestors’ lives.
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Our cover: The Eureka Centre Building and
surrounding parkland at dusk, where the
Ballarat Archives Centre (PROV) has recently
reopened. Photo by Graham Denholm, courtesy
of Eureka Centre and City of Ballarat
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Heslop Bequest
In March this year I reported that the GSV had
received an unexpected and very generous gift from
one of our former members, the late Roger Heslop.
This bequest consisted of both shares and cash.
Part of the money has already been used to
upgrade software and computer facilities within
the GSV in accordance with our aim to improve
our digital resources for members.
The shares were well-considered blue-chip
shares, and as such provided no real risk.
However, your Council does not have the
expertise to manage such portfolios, and the
decision was made to sell the shares.
Along with all Australians, Council is aware that
returns from bank deposits are diminishing and
are probably not keeping up with inﬂation. To
this end, we decided to look at managed funds
as an alternative to investment. The funds
we investigated proved to be difficult, in that
they either did not focus sufficiently on ethical
issues, or the management costs were too high.
One fund manager suggested we examine the
Australian Communities Foundation (ACF)
Information about them can be found at www.
communityfoundation.org.au. We have decided
to trial this form of investment with a portion of
the bequest money. One consequence of this type
of investment strategy is that the existence of the
GSV will be drawn to the attention of others in the
investment sphere. In fact, it will be publicised
within the ACF, and other philanthropists will be
invited to discover the work of the GSV.
Council is aware of our responsibility to safeguard
the assets of the Society, and we believe this new
direction can only make our organisation stronger.

Discussion Circles
The response to the new Victoria and Tasmania
Discussion Circle has been really good and
clearly the interactive, ﬂexible format of Circles
is popular with members. We are always open
to suggestions of new Discussion Circles, with
offers to coordinate them being even better!
Member feedback from some country members

indicates that we should investigate how they
could be included. In the near future the proposed
Members’ Forum could help with this plus a
greater use of podcasts. Members willing to
volunteer with organising such projects would
also be most welcome.

DNA Genetic Genealogy Study Group
The DNA Research Tutorials that provide
hand-on assistance for members using DNA
for their Family History are often oversubscribed. Some of the more advanced regular
attendees have organised an additional monthly
study group to help each other learn about
advanced DNA analysis techniques. This selfhelp model won’t suit everyone but if you are
interested contact Ruthie Wirtz for details.
ruthie.wirtz@gmail.com and the website for
dates and times.

Computer Based Resource Classes
These are small group classes designed to help
you get the most out of our computer-based
resources including online commercial databases,
various archives, and most importantly, our GSV
library catalogue and databases. These resources
are regularly changing, both in content and how
to access various records. It is difficult to keep
abreast of all these changes both for new and more
experienced members so GSV staff hold early
afternoon classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays
that highlight additions and improvements to our
computer based resources. Like many members I
attended these classes long ago when I ﬁrst joined
the society. Having been to a few more recently I
realise how much I still don’t know.

Opening Hours
As noted elsewhere in this issue, the GSV will
close from the weekend before Christmas, Friday
December 20, until Thursday January 2nd. We
think that this provides the opportunity for
members to spend time researching their family
history at the GSV during their summer holidays
while giving staff and volunteers a well-earned
break. We are continuing to open until 7pm on
Tuesday evenings despite the wintry weather. If
you can make it into the library it is a good time
for obtaining one-on–one research assistance.
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Citizen Fenton: A London Gunmaker
and a Radical in an Age of Revolution
by Rob Fenton

Rob can be contacted at
rfenton@vtown.com.au

Richard Fenton, my 3x great grandfather, was
an English gunmaker who lived during a time of
great upheaval. During his lifetime Britain lost
the American colonies after the Revolutionary
War, the French monarchy was overthrown in
a popular but bloody revolution, Britain went to
war in a prolonged and costly campaign against
France and British authority came under threat
from within from a rising tide of sentiment in
favour of extending the vote. Like all people,
Richard could choose to be involved somehow, or
he could try to ignore the events around him and
just live his life. He chose to be involved.
Richard Fenton was born in Wigan, Lancashire,
and was christened at All Saints Church in 1763.1
His early life seems to have been impoverished
but by 1786 Richard, now 23 and a qualiﬁed
gunmaker, had moved to London where he
married Rhoda Negus at St Mary Magdalen Old
Fish Street Church, between St Paul’s Cathedral
and the River Thames.2 Eight children were born
to Richard and Rhoda between 1787 and 1809, of
whom ﬁve would survive to adulthood.3
London would have been the natural place for
Richard to establish his gunmaking business.
Entrepreneurial men and women ﬂocked there
in the late 1700s, keen to ﬂex their business
muscle in the greatest commercial city in the
country. London gunmakers also had a welldeserved reputation for producing ﬁne ﬁrearms,
sometimes pieces of exceptional craftsmanship.
A London mark on a gun spoke to its quality.
While Richard’s name was not among those of the
fashionable makers like Manton, Egg or Mortimer
he nevertheless appears to have been an artisan
of some skill, as evidenced from a contemporary
account:
A very ingenious contrivance has suggested itself to
Mr Fenton, a gun-maker in Shoemaker-row, which
is the introduction of a small strip of Platina let into
each leaf, commencing at the bottom of the notch,
and continued down each ﬂap. The consequence
is, that the light reﬂected from the platina making
an evident contrast with the dark colour of the ﬂap
and front sight, the eye is directed at once to the

latter, without the inconvenience which frequently
occurs, (if the front sight be ﬁne) in the common
folding sight.4

It seems that the beneﬁt of this improved folding
rear sight, which was used for target shooting, was
that the contrast provided by the platinum in the
rear sight improved the shooter’s ability to line up
the gun’s front sight with the target.
By 1792 Richard’s family had moved to 19
Shoemaker Row, now known as Carter Lane,
Blackfriars, on the corner of Friar Street. This
four-storey building still stands and Richard’s
shop and workshop would have been on the
ground ﬂoor while the family lived upstairs.
He made and sold all sorts of muzzle-loading
ﬁrearms at his small workshop – pocket, duelling
and officers’ pistols; single- and double-barrelled
guns for hunting; fowling pieces; some military
ﬁrearms (though generally one-off pieces made to
order) and target riﬂes.
Richard became a member of the Duke of
Cumberland’s Sharpshooters, a volunteer
militia regiment formed in London in 1803 in
response to fears of an invasion by Napoleon
during the French war. It looked to improve its
members’ shooting proﬁciency by holding regular
competitions around London at places such as
Hyde Park and Chalk Farm, and Richard could
thus combine his trade with his pastime by using
the guns he made for target shooting. It was also
undoubtedly a good marketing ploy, as he could
show off his wares to a receptive audience and in
this he seems to have been successful. In relation
to the riﬂing of gun barrels (the grooves which
allow the projectile to spin) a later article states:
About forty years since, one Fenton (at that time
the leading riﬂe maker to the Cumberland Sharp
Shooters and the Yagers of the Royal Artillery
Company of Bunhill Fields, London) after
various trials with the quarter-turn, half-turn,
three-quarters-turn, and ﬁnally the whole-turn…
generally the whole turn was the only one which
could hit its mark with tolerable precision.5
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Image 1: The challengers of all England chop-fallen. Or the Cumberland triumph. Vide Stamford Race Ground. Print by S W Fores.
©Trustees of the British Museum

A signiﬁcant shooting match took place in 1811 at
Stamford, 90 miles north of London. The recently
formed Nottingham Riﬂemen issued an ‘allEngland challenge’ for a stake of 50 guineas a side,
which was accepted by the Duke of Cumberland’s
Sharpshooters and the Yagers of the Honourable
Artillery Company of London. The match took
place at the Stamford race track and was won
by the Cumberland Sharpshooters who, out of
60 shots over 200 yards had 31 hits to the Yagers
22 and Nottingham 21. An account of the match
showed that ‘… the Duke of Cumberland’s SharpShooters were Messrs Henderson, Bell, Charlton,
Lynch and Fenton; the latter of whom was
repeatedly huzzaed by the spectators.’6
The match was sufficiently notable for a satirical
print to be made of the event by S W Fores.
Among the esoteric inscriptions by the artist, the
following is said by one spectator to another:

Australia’s
largest online
family history
resource
*

Research
earch and
d your family
build
tree
e online

Pon my vord dat little Coll vat you call be very ﬁne
shoot indeed, you toss up de pin in de Air and he
shoot of de head pon my vord, I be de Gun maker!
(Image 1)

Richard was the gunmaker, and it seems his
prowess was such that he could shoot the head off
a pin. No wonder he was huzzaed by the crowd!
In the print, the Cumberland Sharpshooters are
shown in their green uniforms with high hats and

*comScore,

2011
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Citizen Fenton

one of their members is ﬁring. Richard must be
one of their number.
After the match, the Cumberland Sharpshooters
returned to Stamford where they ‘spent the day
with conviviality at the Crown Inn.’7
British authority felt under threat in the late
1700s. The European Enlightenment, the French
Revolution and the American Revolutionary War
had fomented a sentiment for political reform in
Britain, where in 1780 only 3% of the population
could vote.8 The popularity among working people
of Thomas Paine’s inﬂuential and subversive
Rights of Man, published in 1792, added to
the government’s anxiety. Richard Fenton,
clearly keen for change, joined the London
Corresponding Society (LCS) during the 1790s.
The LCS was formed in early 1792 to agitate
for parliamentary reform. Its constitution was
deliberately egalitarian as it sought to attract
‘Treadsmen, Shopkeepers and mechanicks’ rather
than the wealthy and well-educated.9 Because
of their radical aims, those ﬁghting for reform
(including LCS members) were known thereafter
as Radicals.
The LCS had two main aims: for the vote to be
extended to all men and for annual parliaments.
It was sympathetic to the principles of the French
Revolution (though generally not to the later
bloodshed) and adopted the revolutionaries’
custom of calling each other Citizen at meetings.
Richard Fenton would therefore have been
addressed as Citizen Fenton within the Society.
The founders proposed that the LCS should also
be responsible for the moral and intellectual
improvement of its members, who were expected
to actively participate in debates at its weekly
meetings. There members learned to formulate
arguments, listen to differing views and see how
such groups and their meetings were organised,
and they were encouraged to take up formal
positions within the Society.
The LCS ﬂourished and while very few LCS
membership records have survived its numbers
are estimated to have peaked at about 5000 paying
members in 1794 and it had sufficient public
support to attract a crowd of 100,000 people to an
open air meeting in London in 1795.10 We don’t
know when Citizen Fenton joined the group. We
know of his activities through Francis Place, a
prominent member who rose to be the Society’s
secretary and who wrote an autobiography in
his later years. At one time Place recorded that
he wanted to learn the French language and he
engaged a tutor, on the understanding that Place
could ﬁnd four others to learn:
One was the late Mr Richard Hayward, then a very

young man and very poor. The Thomas Harrison
before mentioned he was a watch face painter
about my own age. Richard Wild a man about ten
years older than myself a tailor who was foreman
to Mr Croft in Fleet Street, and Richard Fenton a
gun maker, a remarkably ingenious mechanic and
very clever workman. They were all members of
the London Corresponding Society and all of them
conﬁdential friends of mine and mostly so of one
another.11

The government was extremely wary of the
LCS from the beginning. It saw the Society as
subversive, with republican tendencies informed
by the French Revolution. The Society was soon
inﬁltrated by government spies who regularly
reported on its meetings and who eventually
provided enough information for the government
to suspend Habeas Corpus in 1794 and charge
13 of its members with high treason. Only three
came to trial, and all were acquitted by the juries.
The government, embarrassed and furious at
these failures to convict, countered by passing
the Treason and Sedition Acts in 1795, designed to
suppress reform groups like the LCS.
In spite of the public euphoria about the
acquittals, many members were scared away
by the arrests and the new laws. Membership
declined and the Society suffered ﬁnancial
problems but it continued issuing pamphlets and
organising meetings, much to the government’s
chagrin. In 1798 Habeas Corpus was again
suspended and members suffered further mass
arrests which crippled the Society. Happily,
Citizen Fenton was not among those arrested.
The LCS ceased completely when the government
legislated to outlaw it by name in 1799.
The radical ﬁre had been lit. Activity continued
into the 1800s but was driven underground to the
point where the novelist Walter Scott, then acting
as a sheriff in a Scottish town, wrote in a letter to
a friend that ‘the country is mined beneath our
feet’. Despite the repressive laws, Richard clearly
continued to embrace the Radical cause. In 1812,
thirteen years after the LCS was outlawed, he
signed an affidavit attesting to the character of
Daniel Isaac Eaton, a long-time Radical publisher
who was being tried for publishing the third part
of Thomas Paine’s The Age of Reason.12 The cosignatories to the affidavit were all considered to
be ultra-Radicals, and in signing the document
Richard was clearly moving in their circles.
Nothing more is known of Richard’s political
activity after 1812.
Radical agitation to extend the vote continued
for many years. The Chartists were formed
in 1836 and among their six points for reform
they included the London Corresponding
Society’s demands for full franchise and annual
Volume 34 Issue 7 / September 2019
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parliaments. Progress was slow but the franchise
was gradually extended to different classes of the
population at various times over the next 90 years,
culminating with women achieving the vote in
Britain in 1928.
Francis Place’s radical work continued for many
years, including his active involvement in the
defeat of the Combination Acts in 1824 which
opened the way to formation of trades unions.
The Radicals earned a deeply loyal following
among the working classes because of the
enormous efforts made on their behalf and when
elected to parliament, British trade unionists
always considered themselves to be Radicals.
They formed the basis for what would become the
British Labour Party.
Richard Fenton died in July 1815, aged 53, and
was buried around the corner from his home in
Blackfriars.13 A month earlier the victory at the
Battle of Waterloo had ﬁnally seen the British
win their long war against France, and the
government’s excuse for repressive legislation
was gone. Several Radicals had also been elected
to Parliament in the previous ten years and
Richard may well have sensed, just before he died,
that his efforts for reform had not been in vain.
In a book for gun owners written in 1816, the
author writes in a touching footnote to the main
text:
To prove that I am neither inﬂuenced in choosing
tradesmen by the names they have acquired, nor

Image 2: Lock plate of Richard Fenton’s gun, showing his maker’s mark, Author’s photo

in the imposing appearance of their shops, I shall
name, as one at the head of his business, a man,
who lived in a retired situation, near St Paul’s – a
Mr Fenton, working gun-maker, Shoemaker Row
Blackfriars; since dead but his name shall stand
here as a tribute due to his memory.14

His memory also lives in the guns he made, which
still sell at auctions around the world and some
of which I am lucky enough to have brought back
into my family. An equally important legacy is
Citizen Fenton’s contribution as an early Radical
in achieving the vote that we all enjoy today.

References
1. All Saints Church, Wigan Parish Register
2. St Gregory by St Paul’s, London Parish Register (amalgamated with St Mary Magdalen Old Fish in
1666)
3. Holy Trinity, Hull Parish Register; St Gregory by St Paul’s, London Parish Register; St Ann
Blackfriars, London Parish Register; St Bride’s Fleet Street, London Parish Register
4. H Beaufoy, Scloppetaria: Or Considerations on the Nature and Use of Riﬂed Barrel Guns, T Egerton
publisher, Military Library, London, 1808, p134
5. Bell’s Life in Sydney and Sporting Reviewer (Sydney NSW) 28 April 1855, p1
6. The Monthly Magazine (London) 1 August 1811, p289
7. The Sporting Magazine (London) April 1811, p270
8. The National Archives (TNA), The Struggle for Democracy - Getting the Vote: http://www.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/struggle_democracy/getting_vote.htm,
viewed 27 March 2019
9. M Thale (ed), Selections from the Papers of the London Corresponding Society, Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge, 1983, p7
10. E P Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, Vintage (New York 1966), p154
11. M Thale (ed), The Autobiography of Francis Place, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1972,
p175
12. The National Archives (TNA): Court of the King’s Bench, Easter term 1812, KB 1/37 pt 2
13. St Ann Blackfriars, London Parish Register
14. P Hawker, Instructions to Young Sportsmen on the Choice, Care and Management of Guns, J Ridgeway
and Sons, London, 1816, p3

Surnames
Bell, Charlton, Craft, Eaton, Egg, Fenton, Fores, Harrison, Hayward, Henderson, Lynch, Manton,
Mortimer, Negus, Paine, Place, Scott, Wild

Volume 34 Issue 7 / September 2019
© The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc

•7

Image 1: Tom Roberts, Shearing the rams, 1890, oil on canvas on composition board, 122.4 x 183.3 cm; Courtesy of the National Gallery of
Victoria, Melbourne, Felton Bequest, 1932 (4654-3)

Who was Jim Coffey,
the Central Shearer?
by Robyn Sharman Hawking

The 1890 iconic Tom Roberts painting Shearing
the Rams is special to our family, as we have
always known of our family connection with the
second shearer, Jack Wise (Image 1, fourth from
left). However, until our family DNA results were
known in 2017, we were totally unaware of the
connection with the central shearer, Jim Coffey
(third from left).

Robyn can be contacted at
robsharmanhawking@gmail.com

Whilst studying this well-known
Australian painting and several of Jack
Wise family photos, an idea developed.
Was Jim Coffey, the central shearer in the
painting, our great uncle Samuel James
Coffey who was probably called Jim by the

men in the shearing shed? Further research was
needed to establish the identity of Jim Coffey.
Tom Roberts initially travelled to Corowa in
December 1886 to attend the wedding of a
cousin, Janie Anderson. The Anderson and
King families owned the 64,000 acre property
named Brocklesby Station which extended from
the homestead at South Corowa to Savernake.
Corowa is a township located in the Riverina
area on the NSW side of the Murray River, and in
the late 1880s it consisted of a small population
surrounded by several large pastoral properties
such as Brocklesby Station, which employed
many of the locals.
Volume 34 Issue 7 / September 2019
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Jim Coffey
Image 2: The People in the Painting, courtesy of Corowa District Historical Society Federation Museum

The family connection to Brocklesby Station
provided Roberts with accommodation and
access to the property’s shearing shed which
provided the backdrop for his painting. Roberts
commenced sketching during the shearing season
of 1888 and continued in 1889. Seemingly he
picked the ‘most characteristic and picturesque of
the shearers and rouseabouts, and paid them £12
to model for him’.1 Or did he choose Jim Coffey
and Jack Wise simply because they lived near
Brocklesby Homestead and were known to him?
Whatever the reason, the models would have been
extremely thankful as the payment was far more
than the going rate for shearing at the time.
Jim Coffey’s father, Christopher Coffey, was
convicted in Kings County Ireland in 1843 for
stealing three sheep, the property of his Aunt
Ellen Le Strange2, and was transported to Van
Diemen’s Land for ten years. In July 1855 at
Westbury in Tasmania, Christopher married
Bridget Gilligan, who had arrived as per the
‘Bounty Scheme’ in 1854.3 The marriage
resulted in three children: a son probably
named William Coffey, alias CW Sharman (b.
1857), Samuel James (b.1858), who always
used his second name James, and Mary Coffey
(b. 1860). Mary’s birth is the only registration
which has been found.4 The dates of birth
for the boys have been established from later
birth, marriage and death certiﬁcates.
The marriage did not last and in 1862 Bridget
left the family with another convict named
Michael Finnerty, taking the toddler Mary
with her.5 No evidence has been found of who
cared for the two small boys, aged ﬁve and

four years respectively. They were not admitted
to the Tasmanian orphanages and their father
Christopher’s death has not been established. But
somehow both boys survived!
As previously published in Ancestor, the
connection between our family name of Sharman
and the Coffey family has been established
by DNA testing.6 Sharman family members
have extremely high DNA matches with many
of Samuel and Mary Coffey’s descendants.
Furthermore, matches are also noted with
Bridget’s descendants from her children with
Michael Finnerty, and enhanced by a family story
of a ‘missing boy’ – compelling evidence of the
Sharman and Coffey connection.
At some point the elder son changed his name to
Sharman, probably to avoid the ‘convict stain’,
but the taint did not seem to concern the younger

21 Ronley Street
Blackburn Vic 3130
publish@penfolk.com.au
www.penfolk.com.au

P e n F o l k

For all your publishing needs …

PenFolk produces high quality books for family historians
»» Our service is adapted to suit your needs, and
may include design and production of books,
papers and charts; reproducing and retouching
photos and documents; advice and assistance
with writing; designing and compiling family
tree charts. We can take you through all stages
of your project, or provide guidance and
assistance with speciﬁc elements.
»» Our services include design and development;
writing, editing and proof reading; illustration;
graphic and photographic reproduction; training
and support; consultation and advice; printing
and delivery of the ﬁnished product.

We take pride in producing work of the highest possible quality, and provide a service
that is personal, friendly, cooperative and conﬁdential
Call for appointment (03) 9878 9285
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Images 3 & 4: Left, 1891 Corowa census showing the
Wealand/Sharman and Coffey households, and below,
Samuel James ‘Jim’ Coffey

will never know, nevertheless they would have
certainly known of each other as both families
lived a few houses apart in the River Street, South
Corowa(Image 3).12 Our grandmother always said
‘the Sharmans have a secret’,13 and descendants of
James Coffey have revealed their family story of
relatives in Corowa.14

brother James who kept the Coffey surname.
We have not established why the name Sharman
was chosen, but given the number of Sharman
families in the Launceston area of Tasmania, it is
possible that the elder boy was fostered or knew
of these local families. No evidence has been
found of the two boys until Samuel James Coffey
married Susan Tyler in Deloraine in January
1883, with witnesses Mary Tyler, Susan’s sister,
and a William Coffir, possibly William Coffey the
groom’s older brother.7
Charles William Sharman is ﬁrst noted in the
Riverina region of New South Wales applying for
a land grant in 18858 and by 1890 he had married
a local woman, Aimee Wealands9, with whom he
had two sons.10 Coincidently or not, his brother
James Coffey with his wife Susan and their
children had arrived in Corowa where their fourth
child James, sadly died in December 1887.11 Did
the brothers acknowledge one another publicly,
or did they keep their connection private? We

Extensive searches of birth, marriage and death
records for the Corowa region have found no
other Jim Coffey residing in the township or
surrounding areas between 1885 and 1895.
Undoubtedly James Coffey and his wife Susan
lived in Corowa between 1887 and 1894, as
indicated by the birth of a further three children.15
The Corowa Historical Society information
supports this by noting the death of a child in
1887, as the son of James and Susan Coffey, of the
Shearing the Rams painting.16
At some point following the completion of the
painting in 1890 and 1894 James Coffey lost three
ﬁngers on his left hand.17 Perhaps the result of a
shearing accident? Machine shears had recently
been introduced in the Corowa area, however
Tom Roberts preferred to paint hand-held shears,
as he felt they added to the atmosphere and
meaning of the painting.18 Another interesting
feature is that Roberts painted the central
shearer with a very dark beard, however it is
questionable if Jim Coffey had a beard. During
a recent restoration of the painting, the team at
National Gallery Victoria established that Tom
Roberts painted the beard on the central shearer
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Samuel James Coffey was a larrikin who fell foul
of the law on several occasions. In January 1894
he was charged with larceny and left Corowa
quickly by train under the assumed name of
James McFannan.20 By January 1895 the family
returned to Tasmania, and James was quickly
arrested, convicted of fraud and sentenced to
three months in the Launceston gaol.21 Life would
have been extremely tough for Susan and her
large family and we marvel at how she managed.
But manage she did and, a few months following
James’ release, their ninth child, Daniel, was born
at Lefroy, Tasmania, followed by their last child,
another son, Gerard, in 1898.22

We have no evidence that the brothers ever met
again. Sadly Charles William Sharman (Coffey)
drowned in the Murray River near his home at
South Corowa on 1 March 1910 aged 52 years.23
Following his death, Aimee married her neighbour
Jack Wise, the second shearer in the painting.24
She cared for his three younger children and
he was always known as Grandpa Wise to our
family. Aimee and Jack Wise relocated to Sydney
where he passed away in 1946 and is buried at the
Rookwood Cemetery.25 Aimee died in 1948 and
is buried with her ﬁrst husband Charles William
Sharman in the Corowa Pioneer Cemetery.26

Jim Coffey

much later and the model was probably clean
shaven.19 It is noted that all the young men in the
painting have long black beards. Was this Roberts’
preference or the fashion of the day? During the
research I needed to keep reminding myself this
is a painting not a photograph, and the models are
not exactly reproduced, but as Roberts wished to
portray them.

No further information has been found on James
Coffey until the family moved to Kyneton, Victoria
around 1916, where James worked as a poultry
farmer until his death on 8 December 1927, aged
70 years.27
Samuel James Coffey was undoubtedly Jim
Coffey, the model for the central shearer in the
painting Shearing the Rams.
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Your Digital and
Genealogical Estate
by Jenni Ibrahim

This article ﬁrst appeared in September 2018 in
Western Ancestor, the magazine of the Western
Australian Genealogical Society and is reprinted by
kind permission. It is based on a short presentation
made to the Computer Special Interest Group in
December 2017.

To sort this out after your death you might need to
appoint a digital executor, someone who can take
care of this according to your wishes. Believe it or
not, there are already companies out there who
want to do this as a paid service (e.g. EverPlans,
MyDigitalExecutor).

To avoid leaving a big mess for your nearest
and dearest after you’ve gone, you’ve reviewed
your will, appointed a power of attorney and an
enduring guardian, and created an advanced care
directive. You’ve decided how you want to dispose
of all the accumulated paper records of your
genealogical research too. Got it all sorted, right?
Well, not quite. What about your digital estate?

I’m assuming you’d rather appoint a friend
or family member. You will of course need to
consider their digital skills and interests. Your
nearest and dearest may not be the best choice.
Maybe you want to appoint several people to take
care of different aspects of your digital estate,
each equipped with the necessary list of logins
and passwords.

After your death, who’s going to close down
your email, Facebook and Twitter accounts, your
Ancestry, ﬁndmypast or MyHeritage accounts?
What about all the websites you use for playing
with DNA test results – Gedmatch, MyHeritage,
Family Tree DNA, and DNA Painter? Who can
continue the genetic genealogy work with the
DNA test kits you have been administering? Do
you operate any websites yourself, such as a blog
or a website where you hold your family tree?
How about your online banking accounts, PayPal,
Amazon accounts etc.?

The digital executor role may include:
• Transferring any online assets to your heirs,
such as incoming-generating websites,
monetised blogs, usable online credits (what’s
left of your Ancestry subscription?)
• Archiving any accounts you want to remain
after your death
• Closing accounts you don’t want transferred,
such as social media, subscription services,
paid accounts like Netﬂix
• Managing personal ﬁles by archiving or
deleting ﬁles, photographs, videos, and any
other content you have created
• Informing any online communities of
your death, such as your Facebook friends
and groups, distant cousins you have been
communicating with.

What about all the thousands of ﬁles on your
computer? Family photos and videos, historical
images, the genealogical writing you’ve been
doing, and the plethora of offline information
you have collected and ﬁled in digital folders one
for each main family line (hopefully usefully
labelled)? Do you have an offline family tree in a
genealogical software program, such as Family
Tree Maker, Legacy, The Master Genealogist or
Reunion? What is going to happen to that? What
about the digital ﬁles you store in ‘The Cloud’,
such as iCloud, Google Drive, Dropbox or Flickr.

A digital executor is not yet a completely
recognised legal role, but it is increasingly
important in our increasingly online and digital
world. The executors you appoint under your will
may not be willing or able to do all this. Some of
the accounts you want closed after your death
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For example, Yahoo says this:
To protect the privacy of your loved one, it is our
policy to honour the initial agreement that they
made with us, even in the event of their passing. In
these cases, Yahoo has a process in place to request
that your loved one’s account be closed, billing and
premium services suspended, and any contents
deleted for privacy.
Unfortunately, Yahoo cannot provide passwords or
allow access to the deceased’s account, including
account content such as email.
To process (an account closure) request, Yahoo
requires speciﬁc documentation:
• A letter containing your request and stating the
Yahoo ID of the deceased
• A copy of a document appointing the requesting
party as the personal representative or executor
of the estate of the deceased
• A copy of the death certiﬁcate of the Yahoo
account holder

Facebook allows you to deactivate your account
temporarily or permanently delete it. A family
member or friend can request Facebook to
memorialise a person’s account provided that,
before their death, the person had nominated the
family member or friend to be their legacy contact
(via Settings/Manage account/Add). Even so,
your legacy contact will have limited access to
your Facebook account after your death.
Your Twitter account is automatically deactivated
if there’s no activity for six months or someone
submits a copy of your death certiﬁcate. Likewise
Instagram, LinkedIn and Pinterest accounts
can be deactivated by someone proving their
relationship to you, and proving your death.
An interesting blog article called Planning Your
Digital Afterlife with Google’s ‘Inactive Account
Manager tool’ can be read on Google’s Public Policy
Blog. There’s a link to it below. You access the tool
from the settings after you log in to your Google
account; go to myaccount.google.com/inactive.
As you can see, each of your digital services has
their own policy and procedures, similar though
some may be. Perhaps it’s just simpler to give all
your logins and passwords to a trusted friend or
relative before you die and ask them to delete
these accounts.

Digital Estate

may have their own rules about who is authorised
to deal with your account after your death.

Genealogical Records
At the beginning I suggested you’d already decided
how you want to dispose of all the accumulated
paper records of your genealogical research after
you die. We skipped over that in rather a spritely
manner, didn’t we? Perhaps that assumption
should be brieﬂy re-examined.
The documents resulting from your years
(decades) of family history research probably can
be divided into several piles:
• Paper documents, journals and books,
including birth, marriage and death certiﬁcates
you’ve paid for; and
• Digital ﬁles including images of ancestors and
associated certiﬁcates

MY GENEALOGICAL WILL
For Preserving My Family History
Genealogical Codicil to my last Will and Testament
To ………………….. and ………………….. my executors
Upon my death it is requested that you DO NOT dispose of any or all of my
genealogical records both those prepared personally by me and those prepared
by others, which may be in my possession. This includes but is not limited to
books, paper, and/or computer files, notebooks, correspondence, audio/visual
items, photographs, and documents, for a period of two years.
During this two year period please attempt to identify one or more persons who
would be willing to take custody of these materials and the responsibility of
maintaining and continuing the family histories.
Parties to contact regarding the assumption of the custody of these items include
but are not limited to
Name

Address

Phone

Email

In the event that you find no one to accept these materials, please contact the
institutions listed below, in order, and determine if they will accept part or all of my
genealogical materials
Organisation

Address

Phone

Email

Please remember that my family history studies consumed a great deal of time,
travel and money. Therefore it is my strong desire that the product of these efforts
be preserved and allowed to continue in a manner that will make them available
to others in the future.
Name
Signature
Date

Witness name
Signature
Date

Image 1: Sample Template for a Genealogical Will
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Digital Estate

Each of these can be further divided into
• ‘Keepers’ – items you would like to be kept by a
person or organisation;
• ‘Losers’ – things that can be donated, deleted,
or stuck in the recycling bin.
It is probably best if you give away the ‘keepers’
before your death, or at least label them
accordingly.
To sort through all this and dispose according
to your wishes you might consider making a
genealogical will. A template is included above
(Image 1). It has been based on a Rootsweb form.

Personal Affairs Record Book
And ﬁnally, how do you keep all the vital
information that might be needed after your
death, such as personal details, relationships,
legal matters, basic family history, employment,
ﬁnancial and investment matters, real estate,
personal property? How do you make sure you
have not forgotten anything?
This is where the Personal Affairs Record Book
can come in handy. A template is available
from the Computer Special Interest webpage at
https://tinyurl.com/PRB2018JI
You may now think you’ll have to give up family
history research just to get enough time to
• make a genealogical will,
• appoint a digital executor and
• ﬁll in the personal affairs record book.
Maybe you will have to spend a bit of time getting
these matters sorted. But once they are done, you
won’t need to panic when the doctor suggests
you ‘get your affairs in order’ – because you will
already have done that.

More

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
In accordance with the Rules of the Society
and the Associations Incorporation Reform
Act 2012, members are advised that the

Annual
General
Meeting
of The Genealogical Society of
Victoria Incorporated

On digital executors
Choice article on digital estate planning: www.
choice.com.au/electronics-and-technology/
internet/using-online-services/articles/
digital-estate-planning
https://legaltemplates.net/blog/digitalexecutor-will-and-testament
On closing digital accounts
www.facebook.com/help/1568013990080948
https://globalnews.ca/news/2463937/whathappens-to-your-online-presence-when-youdie/
https://publicpolicy.googleblog.
com/2013/04/plan-your-digital-afterlifewith.html
On genealogical wills
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~inlaport/
gen_will.htm 

will be held in the GSV premises,
Level 6, 85 Queen Street

at 2.00pm Saturday,
5 October 2019
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The Memo:
a DNA Confirmation
by Anne Nolan
Over a family lunch a couple of years ago,
several family members brought along pieces of
memorabilia. Among them was a memo dated 12
January 1920. One tiny piece of paper nearly 100
years old, that proved to be an enormous clue in a
puzzle that continues to intrigue.
For nearly 40 years I had been trying to ﬁnd
out who the biological parents of my paternal
grandfather Cecil Richards were. I didn’t start
researching my family tree until after Cecil’s
death in 1976. Had he still been alive at the time
it would not have helped, as it was well known
that asking him about his early life annoyed him
greatly. Therefore, very little was known about his
early life.

call and proof of connection to my grandfather,
two cousins and I had an appointment to attend
Wesley in Melbourne about three weeks later to
learn the details of my grandfather’s time in care.

Anne can be contacted at
antern@bigpond.com

I had had my DNA tested in 2015 and, like most
people, have a multitude of matches, but without
knowing my grandfather’s real name, working out
who was related to him was way beyond what I
could analyse.

We knew him as Cecil Richards, born 25 April,
approximately 1895, who at a young age was
informally adopted by Alexander and Louisa Steen
(nee Hobbs) from Geelong. He did not take their
name of Steen as his own and had given the reason,
that Richards was the surname of the lady who
looked after him before he was sent to the children’s
home. My grandfather married my grandmother
Mary Calderwood in 1921 and they had three
children Laurie, Alick (my father) and Isabel.
I had started off by following the life of all Cecil
Richards born in Australia within ﬁve years
of his approximate birth date, but to no avail. I
had written years ago to all the orphanages and
institutions operating at the time in the Geelong
area (as the Steen families lived there) and after
the internet had been introduced would trawl it
on a regular basis without a result. He was never a
Ward of the State, so there was no listing in these
registers either. He had apparently been told that
there had been a ﬁre and all the records had been
lost, a standard answer at the time.
With the memo, I now had the name of the
orphanage he was placed in – The Methodist
Home for Children, in Cheltenham. A Google
search led me to contact the archivist at Uniting
Wesley. After several emails, a tearful phone

Image 1: The memo showing the orphanage where Cecil was placed. Author’s image

During our three weeks wait until our
appointment I was contacted by Jan; DNA testing
showed we were related as 3rd – 4th cousins.
She was looking for a connection between our
common family names of Richards and Bosanko,
who were from same areas in Cornwall but was
unable to ﬁnd one. I couldn’t ﬁnd a connection
either so suggested we wait until I had more
information on my grandfather as perhaps this
could be our link. I still didn’t know if he was
related to a Richards family or not.
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Image 2: Cecil’s record in Admission register for The Methodist Home Children, Cheltenham. Image courtesy of Uniting Heritage Services.

The day of our meeting arrived. I met my cousins
for a coffee beforehand to calm our nerves, then
we went upstairs, and we were shown into a small
meeting room at Wesley. It was exciting, nerveracking and emotional to know we were so close
to ﬁnding out who our grandfather’s biological
parents were. There we met Catriona Milne
the Heritage Co-ordinator, Uniting Heritage
Service. She told us that our grandfather had been
registered as Cecil Richards and showed us the
records - there he was in the register, children’s
admissions and in the minutes of the home.
Cecil had been admitted on 18 December 1901
as Cecil Alexander Richards. On his admission
papers it states that his health was fair, his
condition was neglected, and his date of birth
was 19 April 1894. Not 25 April as we had always
celebrated and a year older than we had thought.
His parents – father Johnson, occupation and
residence unknown, mother Agnes Murdoch,
occupation and residence unknown. In the
remarks section it says:

Committed by Richmond Bench – this boy had no
home and was neglected. His foster mother could
not keep him, and his own mother is unknown. He is
illegitimate. Sister Janet’s case.

Cecil’s ﬁrst appearance in the Minutes of the
Committee was on 22 January 1902, ‘A boy Cecil
Richards who was friendless aged seven years was
also admitted’. How could a child be friendless?
What a heart-wrenching statement, more so
when written about your own grandfather.
Catriona had included the full minutes for each
meeting that he was mentioned in to give us a
view of how the home was run. The minutes
show that some children who had been fostered
out were returned to the home or transferred to
another placement. The boys, once old enough,
were sent mainly to farms for employment.
Letters from prospective employers and parents
were tabled at these meetings and quite often
they are asking for older boys and girls who were
probably wanted as farm hands or home help
rather than to be welcomed into a loving home.
Volume 34 Issue 7 / September 2019
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In the minutes dated 10 December 1902 a
letter was tabled from Mr and Mrs A Steen of
Strathbogie asking for a boy of seven or eight, and
a list of the available boys was to be sent to them.
At the next meeting on 21 January 1903 ‘The Sec:
reported that as Mrs Steen’s home was highly
recommended Cecil Richards had gone there’.
Cecil had left the home on 15 January 1903 to go
to the home of Alexander and Louisa Steen in
Strathbogie. In three months he would turn nine.
On arriving home that afternoon I did some
searches on the Birth Deaths and Marriages
Victoria website and found Cecil’s birth
certiﬁcate. He was registered at Cecil Alexander
Murdoch born to Agnes Murdoch, aged 21, born in
Bacchus Marsh.1
I was able to check Jan’s family tree again
and found Agnes there. The DNA test
results conﬁrmed that Agnes was indeed my
grandfather’s mother and I had a whole new
family and a new branch on our family tree.
Agnes Murdoch was born in Bacchus Marsh, on
2 September 1870 the last of eight children born
to Alexander Murdoch and Mary Boatwood.2
Alexander and Mary had arrived in Melbourne
in 1850 on the Aurora from Musselburgh in
Scotland.3 Alexander was a wheelwright and
continued in this occupation in Melbourne and
Bacchus Marsh before becoming a carrier. In 1875
Alexander died after sustaining serious injuries

in an accident in Keilor.4 Mary moved herself and
her younger children to Melbourne to be nearer
her older children after settling debts and selling
property in Bacchus March. Agnes’s ﬁrst child
Edith, born in 1892, died at four months of age.5
In 1893 Agnes Murdoch and Isabella McDermott
were sentenced to fourteen days on a charge of
obtaining by false representation.6 Cecil was
born in 1894 and Agnes does not appear to have
married or had any more children. Little more is
known of her until her death in 1955 at Preston
only a few kilometres from where, unknown to
her, her granddaughter Isabel and her family were
living at the time.7

The Memo

Cecil spent just thirteen months in the children’s
home and I wonder what he made of it. From an
obviously neglected state to having three meals a
day, clean clothes and a warm bed at night must
have been a huge difference in his life. Though
the children did have to perform tasks at the
home and go to school, there were also presents at
Christmas and outings during the year.

Cecil was welcomed into the Steen’s home
with open arms. They had lost their only child
at six days old in 1897.8 They gave him love and
kindness, which he returned, and he was treated
as their own. Years later my father and his siblings
would often spend school holidays with the
Steens after they had moved back to Geelong and
loved going there.
It has been wonderful to be able to know through
DNA testing that we deﬁnitely have the right
family, I only wish that I had been able to ﬁnd this
out much earlier so the previous generation had
known as well.
My cousin Colin recently had his DNA tested
through Ancestry and I am hoping to use this to
ﬁnd Cecil’s father. A new search begins.
Uniting Heritage Services welcomes inquiries from
anyone who may have spent time in out-of-home
care or have an ancestor who did. To ﬁnd out more
about this service please go to:
www.vt.uniting.org/services/child-youthfamily/uniting-heritage-service
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Sources for births, deaths and
marriages in British India
by Mary Anne Gourley (FIBIS representative in Australia)

Mary Anne can be contacted
at aus@fibis.org

Many of us in our research come across mention
of an ancestor who had spent time in India prior
to that country’s independence in 1947. Not
surprising, as some three million people of British
and European descent lived there, employed
as part of the administration and government,
military establishment, railways, ecclesiastical
or the business community. Therefore, ﬁnding
sources for information regarding births, deaths
and marriages will be of primary interest to us all.

Introduction
Records were kept ﬁrstly by the East India
Company (EIC), later by the India Office, then the
British Government; the archives for the three
entities are now held at the British Library in
London. Some may also be found at The National
Archives Kew.

India Office Collection at the
British Library
Apart from an extensive online catalogue, the
British Library provides a guide to the India
Office Records (IOR) and Private Papers; in this
the availability of archives is explained, how and
where to access the material which is generally
by a personal visit to the library in London. www.
bl.uk/catalogues-and-collections/catalogues
There is a small amount of material from IOR,
browsable via India Office Family History
Search. This website features information
on approximately 300,000 births, baptisms,
marriages, deaths, burials and biographical notes
found in the IOR card index. A list of sources
with a brief description of records, a glossary and
abbreviations are also included.
https://indiafamily.bl.uk
An essential publication to read is Baxter’s Guide:
Biographical sources in the India Office Records
available in the GSV library (954 BAX). This guide
provides an explanation of sources in the IOR.
Ian Baxter presents a brief description of primary
sources containing relevant biographical information

on those who lived and worked in India. Of major
importance is the series IOR:N; Ecclesiastical returns
of births and baptisms, marriages, deaths and burials
for all India 1698-1968.

Church records
Unfortunately, not all the ecclesiastical records
for India are held by the British Library; it
is estimated that approximately 80% are
available, the balance presumably held in
India by the relevant authorities. Those held in
London are transcriptions only; copies made
and forwarded as required, including errors as
many of us have found.1
The returns are divided into three series, Bengal,
N/1 (from 1713); Madras, N/2 (from 1698) and
Bombay, N/3 (from 1709). Roman Catholic
(RC) records appear after 1830 (prior to 1829 the
church records relating to the EIC had been solely
Anglican).2 The RC records were originally ﬁled
separately, later being merged with the Anglican
registers. For a more comprehensive explanation
on this subject read https://wiki.fibis.org/w/
Church_records.

Civil Marriages
From 1852, Civil Marriages were legalised in
India. Records for these are found in series N/11
at the British Library.

Families in British India Society (FIBIS)
FIBIS is a self-help organisation with its members
exploring and connecting with their ancestors’
lives in India between 1600 and 1947. FIBIS
offers a free searchable database, library, gallery
of photographs and wiki. Currently the database
contains two million names; information from a
wide range of sources including transcriptions
of IOR BMD indexes for Bengal, Madras and
Bombay. Also included are the indexes for Civil
or Registry Office Marriages, with the names
of Grooms and Brides, range of years for the
marriage and location. https://search.fibis.org/
frontis/bin. An example:
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Findmypast
With an agreement between the British Library
and ﬁndmypast, several important series of IOR
are available online. These comprise church
records, civil marriage indexes, pensions, EIC, civil
and service pensions, wills and probate and British
India Office Army and Navy pensions. The birth
and baptism records include copies of entries
taken from parish registers relating to EIC cadet
applications of which the following is an example:
James Charles Maclean, born 25 June 1806, at
Hambie, Haddingtonshire, Scotland, baptised 1816,
L-MIL-9-128.4

Due to privacy and data protection laws, images of
births after 1915 and marriages after 1930 are not
available online including the following:
Parish register transcripts from the Presidency of
Bengal, (Births), 1936, Calcutta, Archive ref. N-1576.5

FamilySearch
FamilySearch is an essential source for IOR either
by searching the Indexed Historical Records,
browsing the Image only Historical section or
via their Catalogue. Why the Catalogue? With
the conclusion of ﬁlm ordering from the LDS, a
massive digitisation program is underway, 1.6
billion images are now viewable online. Some may
be accessed from home, others at a Family History
Centre run by the LDS or an affiliate library
including the GSV. Remember to register as a user
and sign in for access.
Thirty-one church records for Madras, Tamil
Nadu, mainly RC can be accessed from home
including Parish Registers for St Patrick’s Church,
St. Thomas Mount Madras 1751-1996.

Alternate sources for information
Announcements placed in newspapers,
directories and magazines are an alternate
source for conﬁrming family events. Many have
been transcribed and added to websites. FIBIS
has a large collection of these transcribed from
early 19th century directories and newspapers
published in both India and the UK and elsewhere,
including the Times of India, Madras Courier,
Allen’s Indian Mail, Bombay Times and the South
African Commercial Advertiser. All are available
in the FIBIS Database. The following extract from

the Asiatic Annual Register, an early directory
published in 1804 and found on the FIBIS
database, conﬁrms two marriages for which there
appear to be no corresponding church records.
March 1803, At Futtyghur, Lieut. Chas Whitﬁeld,
of the 13th regiment native infantry, to Miss Ann
Dubois, daughter of Major Simpson Dubois of this
establishment. Same place, Lieut. Thos. Hall, of
the same regiment, to Miss Ellen Dubois, youngest
daughter of Major Dubois.6

GSV ‘How to’ Series

Transcription of Registry Office Marriage Index
Presidency of marriage: unspeciﬁed
Marriage year: 1852-1860
Husband: Henry Charles Du Bois
Wife: Amelia Campagnac
Preﬁx: N/11
Volume:1, Folio: 931
LDS Film reference: 498604
IOR reference: Z/N11/13

Both the State Library of Victoria and National
Library of Australia host collections of
newspapers via their eResources. The SLV has
recently added the Times of India. The NLA
provides users with access to the Gale News
Vault, 18th Century Journals (encompassing
newspapers and periodicals 1685 – 1815), The
Times Digital Archives and 19th UK Periodicals
which includes publications such as The Friend
of India (Calcutta, India) and The Asiatic Journal
(London, England). The following announcement
appeared in the latter in 1826.
Deaths: Jan. 16. Mr. John Dubois, a native of Cochin7

Cemeteries
BACSA, the British Association for Cemeteries
in South Asia promotes the preservation of
cemeteries in India and South Asia following
the withdrawal of colonial powers.8 BACSA has
published over forty Cemetery Record Books
of various cemeteries and hosts a searchable
website featuring their Record Book indexes
with transcripts of the monumental inscriptions.
BACSA archives also hold many unpublished
records. Information from BACSA has also been
added to the FIBIS database. www.bacsa.org.uk.
Information may also be found in the collection
of books relating to burials, cemeteries and
monumental inscriptions accessed online or in
libraries. FIBIwiki provides details for accessing
this material. https://wiki.fibis.org/w/
Cemeteries. Two examples of useful books,
ﬁrstly, The Bengal Obituary, published by W.
Thacker & Co. of London and Calcutta in 1851.
The second, The Complete Monumental Register:
Containing all the Epitaphs, Inscriptions in the
Different Churches and Burial- grounds, in and
about Calcutta … by M. Derozario is an earlier
work published in 1815 with inscriptions from
French, Dutch and Portuguese burial grounds.9
The indexes for this book were undertaken by
Peter Bailey and can be searched in the FIBIS
database. The following is an example being the
only record of this death:
Here lies the Body of
MRS. MARY DUBOIS
Who after a long and severe illness,
Which she bore with Fortitude and Resignation,
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Departed this life on the 23d August 1791
Aged 23 years,
In Child-bed of her 7th Child.
Her feelings as a mother were truly exemplary;
Her affections as a wife make her loss still doubly
severe
On her disconsolate Husband.

Consider accessing the archives of other colonial
powers present in India. The French colony of
Chandernagore was 30 km. north of Calcutta.
Civil registration indexes for Chandernagore
(1831-1864 births & marriages; 1831-1899 for
deaths) have been transcribed and are available in
the FIBIS database. The following is an example
of the information found in those indexes:
Deaths: 21 November 1865, Missis Whitﬁeld, aged
80 years, daughter of Simpson Dubois, widow of
Charles Whiteﬁeld was buried in Chandernagore.10

occupation – Lieutenant in the East India
Company Army.11
Other areas providing information on births,
deaths and marriages not covered here include
military records, pension and wills and probate
records.12 Readers of this article may refer to
FIBIwiki for descriptions for these and how and
where to access them. https://wiki.fibis.org/w/
Main_Page
There are many ways for ﬁnding evidence
conﬁrming events that supposedly occurred
in the past. That evidence might be found in
official sources such as church registers or civil
registration documents. Nevertheless, where
these are not available, acceptable secondary
sources, often brief, may be considered should the
information identify the subject sufficiently and
concur with research already undertaken.

The archives at Aix-au-Provence provides an
image from d’acte d’Décès. Information recorded
includes place of residence and husband’s
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by Alan Rhodes
From time to time it is worth asking how
complete is my family tree? Not how many
people you have in your tree, but how many of
your direct ancestors are you conﬁdent you have
identiﬁed? If I knew all my ancestors back to 5 g x
grandparents, all 224 cells in the fan chart (Figure
1) would have a name in it and my tree would be
100% known, at least that far back. But, of course
it is nowhere near that complete. In fact, counting
all known ancestors I only know 55% of my
possible ancestors back to 5 g x grandparents. So,
my genealogical fan chart of known ancestors has
a lot of gaps (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Genealogical fan chart of known ancestors

I can also create a genetic family tree of ancestors
from whom I inherited DNA. The autosomal
DNA tests most commonly used in family
history research can identify segments of DNA
inherited from ancestors as far back as ﬁve to
eight generations with reasonable conﬁdence, and
maybe a generation or so farther. If we use some
of the DNA research tools on sites like Gedmatch
and DNA Painter, we can not only identify
ancestors from whom we inherited DNA, but
which ‘bit’ or segment of DNA came to us through
a particular branch in our tree. Working out
how you are connected to a genetic cousin with
whom you share DNA, enables you to identify the
common ancestors who were the source of the
shared DNA.
When I draw my genetic family fan chart (Figure
2), it is different from my genealogical fan chart of
known ancestors. There are many reasons for the
differences, and understanding them can help to
further our family history research.

DNA News

DNA News and Notes
Figure 2: Genetic family tree of ancestors from whom
I have inherited DNA

If our tree of genealogical ancestors contains
ggaps, we will struggle to work out how we
cconnect unless our cousin match has information
tthat we do not. It is hard to identify common
aancestors that neither of you know! We may fail
tto identify any genetic cousins connected through
a particular branch because our genealogical
rresearch is inaccurate, or there has been an
‘‘unknown parental event’. We also have to
rremember that we do not share DNA with all our
ggenealogical cousins because DNA ‘drops out’
of our inheritance over successive generations,
leaving gaps in our genetic tree. Targeted testing
of siblings and known cousins is a useful strategy.
They will have inherited some different DNA
segments that may identify cousin matches you
do not have.
Some gaps in our genetic trees will occur because
we simply have been unable to work out our
connection with particular matches, often
because they have no family tree. However, with
research tools such as ‘autoclustering’, we can
identify groups of matches that share inheritance
along particular family lines, even if we are unable
to work out exactly how we are connected to a
particular match.
Hopefully this brief account allows you to see how
the two types of family trees can work together to
identify those missing ancestors. The GSV’s DNA
and Family History presentation on 15 October
will discuss how to develop a genetic family tree,
and other presentations during the next year will
cover the DNA research tools mentioned above.
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Book Reviews
1

Reviews by Barbara Beaumont, Leonie Loveday and Margaret Vines
2

1. Castlemaine Connections: Van Every
(Armstrong & Larkins)
Author: Compiled by W John Wynd
2 vols, 472pp
Pub: Maroochydore, Qld, 2018
ISBN: 9780646994147
John Wynd’s compilation Castlemaine Connections is an early and
interesting example of what will be a growing trend: family history
using DNA as evidence for family connections.
The key person in his story is Edward Van Every, who married
in 1855 in Castlemaine, Victoria. He is the link back to the Van
Every family who migrated from Zeeland in the Netherlands
to New Amsterdam c1653, farmed in Manhattan, and were in
Poughkeepsie, New York, by 1774. As Wynd notes on page 47:
‘Edward’s parentage derived from letters and Census returns. Later
conﬁrmed by autosomal DNA’.
Beginning with the history of the Van Everys who migrated to New
Amsterdam, the book traces their descendants, with particular
attention to Edward’s descendants in Australia. It is organized
in generations. Each new person or married couple has a new
section devoted to them, with their relationship to the family,
relevant documents and photos, and some history of the families
they married. Researchers with an interest in Glenpatrick and
Pomonal, Victoria, may ﬁnd interesting documents and photos
here, while the Castlemaine connection becomes clearer in the
last sections on the Larkins and the Armstrongs. The story extends
over two volumes in a generous layout with original documents
like wills and family letters, newspaper reports, autobiographical
contributions from some more recent family members, maps,
charts, useful endnotes and an index. MV
2. A New History of the Irish in Australia
Authors: Elizabeth Malcolm and Dianne Hall
Pub: NewSouth Publishing, Sydney, 2018
436pp
ISBN 9781742235530 (paperback) Also ebook and ePDF
Family historians will not seek out this work for its index of Irish family
names but we should welcome this revealing and scholarly history of
the Irish in Australia for the new perspectives it delivers: the way it
scrutinizes, through a wealth of new sources, the myths, stereotypes
and identity of the Irish in this country right up to the present day.
Malcolm and Hall confront the ‘standard’ history of the Irish
immigrant by dividing their work into three sections: Race,
Stereotypes, and Politics. In their Introduction, the authors
state that their work ‘asks rather different questions from those
that O’Farrell asked more than a generation ago’. One question
provides a theme of the work: ‘British, Catholic or Anglo-Celtic?’
The authors unpick the statistics, use new sources, reference
19th and 20th century popular culture and apply academic rigour
to address the hard questions they pose. Illustrations, mostly
satirical cartoons sourced from magazines such as the Bulletin, and
Melbourne Punch are used cautiously but with great effect.
Section One: Race, addresses candidly topics such indigenous
Australians, the Chinese, and post-1901 politics. Section Two:
Stereotypes, extensively explores popular culture, employment,
crime, and mental health. For example, Chapter 8, ‘Madness and
the Irish’, makes sobering reading with a conclusion that ‘the Irish,
even well-off Protestants, were far more likely to be diagnosed
as suffering from mania than were the non-Irish’. Section Three:
Politics, discusses the effects of Irish politics on the Australian
scene and brieﬂy looks at ‘Irish Australia in the 21st century’. The
bibliography is vast and comprehensive. If you have Irish ancestors
in your family history, I recommend this book to you for a deeper

3

4

understanding of the Irish immigrant and the milieu in which they
found themselves in this country. LL
3. The Watsons of Kilconnor, County Carlow, 1650 – present
Authors: Peter JF Coutts and Alan Watson
580pp
Pub: Peter JF Coutts, Nerang, Qld., 2019, pjfc@tpg.com.au
ISBN: 9781782226215
The authors tell the story of their Watson ancestors, farmers from
Shropshire who settled in Kilconnor, County Carlow, c1658. Quaker
farmers at ﬁrst, they increased in wealth and numbers, setting up
younger sons on their own land, founding the different branches
of the family. By the 19th century they were part of the gentry of
the English Establishment in Carlow – High Sheriffs, Deans in the
Church of England and Masters of the Carlow Hunt. By 1888 they
were in decline, with Kilconnor in receivership. Corona Watson left
Altamont, their last estate, to the Irish nation in 1999.
It’s an interesting story but does not always make easy reading. The
large number of characters, and the enormous wealth of factual
detail, of documents and land transactions, can overwhelm the
narrative and the reader. Future family historians will be grateful
that evidence is sifted and thoroughly analysed, though they might
wish for more historical context at times.
The authors have attempted to cover all branches and all members
of the family on whom they have information. There are memorable
characters with a theme of involvement with horses in Ireland,
England and Australia: hunting, horse racing and breeding, cavalry,
steeplechasing, eventing and polo. Most interesting is the Australian
Branch – Peter Coutts’ own ancestors – selectors at Kongwak in
Gippsland, where the story is more personal, taken directly from
family diaries and letters. At the end ‘In Retrospect’ provides an
overview, and there are footnotes, references and an index. MV
4. The Maddest Place on Earth
Author Jill Giese
199pp
ISBN 9781925588958
Pub: Australian Scholarly Publishing Pty Ltd, North Melb., 2018
Jill Giese gives a broad view of how the colony, later the state,
of Victoria understood the nature and causes of mental illness
and disability in the nineteenth century, and how it developed
Yarra Bend, Beechworth, Ararat and Kew Asylums to respond to
the growing crisis of large numbers of mentally ill people. These
asylums were intended to provide the ‘moral treatment’ then
advocated in England, whereby patients were to be cured through
a calm environment and an ordered regime, but the reality in
the early years was appalling treatment of those conﬁned in the
asylums, and overcrowding continued to be a major difficulty.
Intertwined through this history are the stories of several
individuals: ‘The Vagabond’, a journalist who went under-cover to
expose the sufferings of people incarcerated in the asylums; George
Foley, an inmate at Kew Asylum, who was a young English artist
despatched to Australia by his family; and the various doctors
supervising the asylums, Thomas Embling, Robert Bowie, and
Edward Paley, who fought hard to provide humane treatment
for the mentally ill. The book’s main use to family historians is
information on how the mentally ill were treated in the early days
of Victoria. It covers the arrangements for work, exercise and
recreation, meals, bathing and religious observance. The chapter
headings are somewhat enigmatic, but the list of sources at the end
gives a good indication of the topics covered. There is also an index
which covers both topics and individuals. Researchers could go to
PROV for patient lists, case books and admission warrants, or to
Trove for the Vagabond Papers, which can be read online.BB 
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Compiled by Linley Hooper

All listed LDS microﬁlms are held in the LDS
Long Term Loans Cabinets. Request by ﬁlm
number at the Information Desk. Thank you
to all donors to the library collection.
Abbreviation used:
@ = Society Purchase
(...) = Donor’s name, if not the author

FAMILY HISTORY & BIOGRAPHY
Two Armstrong uncles: letters of Arthur
William Armstrong (WWI) & Oliver John
Armstrong (WWII) Mathew, Heather.
[GSV: 929.2 ARMS MAT]
Medieval maternal lines of James Bamford
1801 - 1888. Keating, Shirley Catherine.
Includes a list of signiﬁcant English
ancestral families.
[GSV: 929.2 BAMF KEA]
The descendants of Godfrey Thomas
Douglas. Stone, P W.
[Digital copy @ GSV]
Echoes of home. Ruff, Christine. [GrazeRubler families]. [GSV: 929.2 GRAZ RUF]
Clan Macmillan: a new history. Special
ed. Mackenzie, Graeme M. The name
and its origins; Maolan and his ken;
Independence Wars and fatal feuds; Rise
and fall of the Great MacMillan; Religious
wars and new beginnings; McMillanites
and Jacobites; Emigrants and explorers;
Reformation and reconnection; New
societies and a new century.
@ [GSV: 929.4 MAC]
Clan Macmillan: a new history supplement.
Mackenzie, Graeme M. The name and the
sources; Septs and related names; Project
MAOL in action; Dunmore documents
1676-1817; Lists of M’Millans 1132-1900;
Extracts from The Origins and early
history @ [GSV: 929.4 MAC]
Miners, merchants and memories: a history
of the Penberthy and Powell families,
pioneers of St Arnaud, Victoria, Albany
and Coolgardie, Western Australia. Stone,
Richard. [GSV: 929.2 PENB STO]
George Bouchier Richardson 1822 - 1877:
life, walks and diary. Keating, Shirley
Catherine. [GSV: 929.2 RICH KEA]
The Richardson family. Keating, Shirley
Catherine. [GSV: 929.2 RICH KEA]
A great Australian pioneer 1809 - 1885:
Jonathan Binns Were CMG. Brochure
prepared for circulation to the
descendants of Jonathan Binns Were
on the occasion of the unveiling of a
monument to his memory in the grounds
of St Andrew’s Church of England,
Brighton, Victoria
[GSV: 929.2 WERE GRE]

AFRICA SOUTH
Afrikaans - English English - Afrikaans
dictionary. Kromhout, Jan. (Ross, Anne).
[GSV: 439.3 KRO]
AUSTRALIA
NSW
Moruya pioneer directory; Eurobodalla
Almanac. Rev. ed. Moruya & District
Historical Society Inc. Moruya pioneers
2018; an updated version of the original
directory; Parish of Moruya map sections;
Obituaries not included in original
directory from the Moruya examiner;
Obituaries from the Moruya advertiser;
Eurobodalla Almanac.
[Digital copy @ GSV]
VICTORIA
Lucas’s staff ’s appreciation of brave men:
souvenir of the Avenue of Honour [Ballarat]
List of 3700 names of WWI soldiers from
Ballarat. Includes a list of employees of E
Lucas & Co. and other companies.
[GSV: 994.53 BALL LUC]
Convicts Port Phillip district. Zada, Susie.
(Unlock the past handy guide)
@ [GSV: 364.3 ZAD]
Kilmore heritage study. Planning
Collaborative. [GSV: 994.53 KILM PLA]
Top dog of the west: a study of the Belfast and
Western District civil service 1841-1885.
Marriott, Pamela M.
[GSV: 994.57 PORT MAR]
Time gentlemen please! An history of
Western District inns 1840 -1915. Marriott,
Pamela M. [GSV 994.57 MAR]
EUROPE
Searching for Flemish (Belgian) ancestors.
Goethals, Jozef. (International Settlers
Group). [GSV: 929.1493 GOE]
IRELAND
Tracing your Irish ancestors: the
complete guide. 5th ed. Grenham, John.
Introduction; General Register Office;
Census records; Church records; Property
and valuation records; The internet; Wills;
The Genealogical Office; Emigration
and the Irish abroad; The Registry
of Deeds; Newspapers; Directories;
Occupational records; County source
lists; Roman Catholic parish registers;
Research services, societies, repositories,
publishers. (Irish Ancestry Group).
[GSV R 929.1415 GRE]

ENGLAND
Understanding English surnames. Addison,
William. [GSV: 929.4 ADD]
Notes & queries for Somerset and Dorset.
Publication began in 1888 (Rev W
Bartlett). [GSV: 942.3005 NOT]

Additions to Library

Additions to the Library

See the library catalogue for full details,
exact format, and location of material
within the library - available online at
www.gsv.org.au or in the library.

LANCASHIRE
The registers of the Holy Trinity Preston
[bapt, bur] 1816-1841; Ashton on Ribble
[bapt] 1837-1841. Lancashire Parish
Register Society.(Sub).
[Digital copy @ GSV]
SCOTLAND
Genealogy in the Gaidhealtachd: clan and
family history in the highlands of Scotland.
2nd ed. Mackenzie, Graeme M. Getting on
the ancestral trail; Certiﬁcates, censuses
and spelling; Church registers and naming
traditions; Given names and nicknames;
Surnames and septs; Clan and parent
kindreds; Charter chests and traditional
tales; Emigrants and explorers; Soldiers,
sailors and East Indiamen; Connecting
cousins and coming home.
@ [GSV: 929.1411 MAC]
ABERDEENSHIRE
The kirkyard of Kildrummy. Aberdeen
and North East Scotland Family History
Society. (Scottish Ancestry Group)
The kirkyards of Forgue. Aberdeen and
North East Scotland Family History
Society. (Scottish Ancestry Group)
[GSV: 929.5411 ABD ABE]
CEMETERY DATABASE ADDITIONS
Antwerp Register & Headstones 1910-1982
Ashens headstones 1890-1908 including
some Ebenezer Mission cemetery
headstones
Creswick register 1858-1984
Mallacoota West headstones 1913-1984
Murchison headstones Sep 1865 – 1 Feb
1983
Pennyweight Flat children’s cemetery
1852-1855
Queenstown (Smith’s Gully) headstones
30 Dec 1862 – 24 Apr 181, register 31 Jul
1831-29 Apr 1981 & newspapers articles
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Postscript to:

The Troubled Life of
Robert Gowdie
Ancestor 34 (6): 8-11 (June 2019)
by John Gowdie

John can be contacted at
jdgowdie@gmail.com

In the previously published article on page 11 it
was stated : ‘… from then on nothing further has
been uncovered for Kate …’ Details of Kate’s life
after Robert have surfaced through the discovery
of a death certiﬁcate in the name of Catherine
Hannah Ford. Catherine (aka Kate) reverted to her
maiden name ‘Rolfe’ and remarried twice.
Kate was living in Richmond when she remarried
on the 12 March 18891 at the age of 26. She
married 36 year old sailor Herbert Frederick
d’Allain of Newport, a native of Jersey. They had
a daughter Selina Kate2 (aka Lena) born in 1889.
By 1903 the family was living in Queenscliff.3
Herbert was a submarine engineer with the Royal
Australian Engineers (RAE) stationed at Swan
Island whilst Kate rented out rooms in their home
for holiday makers.4 She continued to do this for
several months after the sudden death of Herbert
from a stroke in April 1909.5

Catherine married a third time in June 19106 in
Collingwood to widower Anthony Richard Oscar
Ford, a former gunner in the Victorian Permanent
Artillery. His wife Mary had died in August 1909.7
He was a resident of Queenscliff, a neighbour in
Hobson Street, and the civilian cook at the RAE
at Swan Island (1903-1910) so their families were
well acquainted with each other.
Catherine was a much-loved mother to ‘Lena’
and stepmother to Anthony’s four children when
she died on 24 January 19158,9 in Queenscliff. She
was buried the following day in the Queenscliff
Cemetery. Her death is attributed to having
suffered from diabetes mellitus for four years
and other complications. Surprisingly her death
certiﬁcate has no mention of her marriage to
Robert Gowdie or of her two deceased children
from that union. It’s as if she wiped that period
from her past and started a new life.

References
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

BDM Victoria, Marriages, #1961/1889
BDM Victoria, Marriages, #8763/1920
Australia, Electoral Rolls, 1903-1980, Division of Corio, 1903
Australia, Electoral Rolls, 1903-1980, Division of Corio, 1903
BDM Victoria, Deaths, #6507/1909
BDM Victoria, Marriages, #3779/1910
BDM Victoria, Deaths, #10269/1909
BDM Victoria, Deaths, #2900/1915
The Age (Melbourne), Sat. 30 January 1915, p5

Surnames
d’Allain, Ford, Gowdie, Rolfe
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Members Queries

¢Email Address ÇMailing Address JPhone

CASSIDY, EGAN, FARGHER, KENDALL, KNIGHT, LAWRENCE, MACPHERSON, SMITH, WARD, WHITE
EGAN
Seeking info/desc James EGAN b c1794 IRL d 1870 VIC of
Major’s Line Station and of Wild Duck Creek nr Heathcote,
squatter. Hope to ﬁnd desc who could conﬁrm whether this
is same person who lost his arm and was ﬁ rst patient in VIC
to have an operation with ether as anaesthetic in 1847.
M. Playne
¢mjplayne@gmail.com
LAWRENCE/FARGHER/WHITE/CASSIDY/WARD/
MACPHERSON
Seeking info above names all within AUS.
V. Lawrence
¢valanlaw10@iinet.net.au
J03 5345 1310

SMITH/KENDALL/KNIGHT
Seeking info/desc my gg-grandpar Thomas SMITH b 1823
d 1900 & Harriet DUDLEY b 1822 d 1887 of Northcote.
Chn: Mary m J. KENDALL; Fred m S. LLOYD; Walter,
Harriet (Rita) m P. KNIGHT; Arthur m E. LAWRENCE.
Chn of Mary KENDALL: Leo; Harriet (Rita); Raymond;
Mary (Adele); Rodney. Chn of Harriet KNIGHT: Eric;
Oscar; Estelle.
G Savige
¢gayle.savige@gmail.com

BRICKWAll Corner
Henry Cecil NORMAN b 1868 VIC, but I can ﬁnd no birth
reg in any State. His age and parents (George NORMAN &
Elizabeth CLARK) are taken from his death cert. Cannot
ﬁnd their marriage or other chn nor their birth/death dates.
Family talk was that he was related to Sir Montagu
NORMAN (Governor of Bank of England) of Bromley
Common & George was sent to AUS as a remittance man
but I have nothing to back this up. George apparently had a
friend pretend to be a minister and went through with a
wedding with Elizabeth CLARK. Some years later he was

Abbreviations:
anc
arr
b&d
b
bap
bro/s
bur
c1803

ancestors
arrived
born and died
born
baptised
brother/brothers
buried
circa 1803

chn
d
dau/s
desc
fa
fr
g-gf
g-gm
g-grandpar

recalled home to ENG on family business (poss death of
father). He explained to Elizabeth that their marriage was a
sham but as years passed he obviously loved her & wanted
to officially marry her before he went back. She apparently
gave him his marching orders and he never returned. I have
all info on Henry’s wife and chn.
J. Comben
¢davcom@tpg.com.au

children
died
daughter/daughters
descendants
father
from
great-grandfather
great-grandmother
great-grandparents

gg-grandpar great-greatgrandparents
m
married
mo
mother
m1
ﬁrst marriage
m2
second marriage
par
parents
sis
sister/sisters
unk
unknown

About Brick Wall Corner
Brick Wall Corner is about YOUR Brick Wall. Our
readers, who have experienced similiar research and
sources, can then contribute.
Basic guidelines:
• open to Members and Non-Members
• maximum of 200 words or image plus 50 words for
Brick Wall questions

Email to Ancestor at ancestor@gsv.org.au OR post to
Ancestor Editor at the GSV.
More detailed guidelines can be found in ‘News and Links
from Ancestor’ on the GSV web site,
www.gsv.org.au
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A Guide to Researching
Victorian Records – Part 2
by Susie Zada

Part 1 of this article was published in Ancestor
volume 34, issue 6 (June 2019)

GIN Index

Susie can be contacted at
susie.zada@gmail.com

Note that many of the record types mentioned
below have been indexed in GSV’s GIN database
(Genealogical Index of Names) so make sure
you check there ﬁrst. This index is available to
GSV members at home via the ‘Members Area’
once you login to the GSV website. Click on
Library Catalogue & Databases. If an image is not
attached you may be able to obtain a copy from
GSV’s Research Services at www.gsv.org.au/
research/research-services

Hospital Records
Some Hospital Admission Records or Ward Books
are an absolute gold-mine for family historians.
The GSV has released a USB of Patients in the
Melbourne Hospital 1855-1909 indexed by a
GSV team of volunteers. Others can be found
on FamilySearch. Search their Catalog for the
relevant Place then look for Medical records.
Information can vary but some include: patient’s
name, age, admission date, sex, marital status,
occupation, disease, result of treatment or date of
discharge, birth place or where from, last place of
residence, how long in the Colony, name of ship,
port of arrival.
A great example is online on FamilySearch –
Geelong, Medical Records. As Geelong was a
major port of arrival there were many people
admitted to the Geelong Inﬁrmary who ended up
living in other regions of Victoria. Inmates of the
Geelong Benevolent Asylum are those with no
independent means who needed care.
Hospital and Asylum records can be searched online
at the Public Record Office Victoria at https://prov.
vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/
health-and-welfare. Ancestry have also digitised a
number of Victorian Asylum records.

Images
There is no better feeling than ﬁnding photos
of your ancestors. Of course that’s not always
possible but there is no reason not to search and

there are numerous options including Google
images www.google.com/imghp?hl=en . As
well as people you can search the major image
collections for places where your ancestors may
have lived, travelled, attended school or were
baptised. Some of the larger image collections
include State Library of Victoria (www.slv.vic.
gov.au), Museums Victoria The Biggest Family
Album (https://collections.museumvictoria.
com.au/articles/2975 ) or Trove pictures,
photos and objects (https://trove.nla.gov.au/
picture?q= ).

Inquests
Inquests were held when there was an unexpected
or accidental death, or if a person’s identity
was not known, or a person died in custody or
care. Inquest deposition ﬁles provide details
surrounding the events associated with the death,
sometimes a post-mortem, and usually affidavits
from family and friends present at the time. This
can be particularly useful in identifying extended
families included in the inquest documents.
Inquest Deposition Files 1940-1985 have been
indexed – the index can be searched at PROV and
at the GSV. Files up to and including 1925 have
been digitised and can be viewed online on the
PROV website. https://prov.vic.gov.au/explorecollection/explore-topic/inquests-and-othercoronial-records/inquests-deaths-deposition
PROV also holds Fire Inquest records and Post
Mortem body cards. https://prov.vic.gov.au/
explore-collection/explore-topic/inquestsand-other-coronial-records
More digitised ﬁles for inquests as well as
other PROV records will be added after the full
implementation of their new website and database.

Land and Property Records
Some of the major groups of records include
maps, parish plans, Certiﬁcates of Title, early
General Law records, soldier settlement ﬁles, rate
and valuation books, sewerage plans, and land
ﬁles. The Lands guide: a guide to ﬁnding records
of Crown land at Public Record Office Victoria is
available in both hard copy and CD format in the
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Victorian Records
Image 1: Hobson’s Bay (1853) – one of the two major ports of arrival for 19th century passengers. Located between Port
Melbourne and Williamstown and near the mouth to the Yarra River. State Library Victoria, Accession no: H90.91/600.

GSV library. The digital version can also be found
on the PROV website https://prov.vic.gov.au/
explore-collection/lands-guide

digitised books. Rate books held at PROV have
been digitised up to the 1940s and will eventually
be available online.

PROV also have a comprehensive Topic Guide
‘Researching land and property’ that will assist
with the majority of available records https://
prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/exploretopic/researching-land-and-property

Military

Old Law Land records are still located at the
Land Information Centre Archive at Laverton.
Although the majority of this collection has
been digitised it will be a few years before the
digitised collection is available for access at
PROV North Melbourne. After the digital records
can be accessed, the hard copy records will be
transferred and no longer be available at Laverton.
In the meantime, this blog will guide you step
by step through the process of accessing these
records at Laverton. There is no-one to assist
you at Laverton – you must learn to do it yourself:
https://geelonganddistrict.com/2014/11/02/
not-that-hard-update-on-land-records
Links to sewerage and building records and plans
covering both Australia and New Zealand: http://
zades.com.au/gandd/index.php/thisthat/
anzsewers. Melbourne sewerage plans have been
digitised by the State Library of Victoria – just
search for ‘MMBW’ and the street name or suburb.
Rate Books can be found on FamilySearch –
search the Catalog for Australia, Victoria, then
select Land and property records and check
carefully as many are digitised and online – and
on Ancestry, search the Card Catalogue for ‘Title’
= ‘rate’ and only records from Australia. The
collection for Victoria, Australia, Rate Books
1855-1963 contains almost four million entries,
which expand to dozens of council rate book

Most military records are held at the Australian
War Memorial and by the National Archives of
Australia. The centenary of WWI has given rise
to numerous publications throughout Victoria
on those who enlisted. Military enlistment
records also exist for numerous government
employees such as those with the tramways
and State coal mines and are held by the Public
Record Office Victoria. https://prov.vic.gov.au/
search_journey/select?keywords=enlistment
Many Local Government bodies (councils) had
enlistment cards for WWI and WWII – some of
these are at the Public Record Office Victoria but
others will be in the Local Government archives.

Occupations
The occupation of family members can be found
on a variety of records. Examples are:
• Nurses and Midwives
Annual lists of registers for nurses and
registers for midwives appeared for a number
of decades in the Victoria Government Gazette.
These have been downloaded and made text
searchable by the Victorian Association of
Family History Organisations (VAFHO)
https://vafho.com/2018/04/18/midwivesand-nurses-a-gift-from-vafho/
You can also watch the 2016 podcast of the
Don Grant Lecture on researching nurses and
midwives at https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/
view-discuss/don-grant-lecture-2016susie-zada-grannie-ferris
• Railway Employees
VAFHO has also provided text searchable
ﬁles from the Victoria Government Gazette

Volume 34 Issue 7 / September 2019
© The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc

• 27

Victorian Records

and other Railway Annual Reports. https://
vafho.com/2019/04/27/victorian-railwayemployees-another-gift-from-vafho
• Publicans (and Hotels)
Annual licences were approved, or rejected,
by the Court of Petty Sessions and later the
Licensing Court. They were also advertised in
local newspapers. See ‘Courts’ in part 1 of this
article. You should also access the Robert K
Cole Victorian hotels index at www.slv.vic.gov.
au/robert-k-cole-victorian-hotels-index
• Police
Start with the Index to members of Victoria
Police 1853-1953 in the GSV catalogue. Many
societies also have this index on microﬁche.
This will give you their name, date appointed
and register number. Armed with this
information contact the Victoria Police
Museum who hold Records of Conduct and
Service for Victoria Police from 1855 to 1989.
Records dating to 1956 have been digitized.
They may also have photographs of your police
officer ancestor. www.policemuseum.vic.gov.
au/collections

Orphans and children’s institutions
For Victoria you can browse by location at: www.
findandconnect.gov.au/ref/vic/browse_by_
location.html. CLAN (Care Leavers Australasia
Network) website is for people who were raised
in orphanages, children’s institutions and foster
care, and who are trying to locate their ﬁles.
www.clan.org.au/finding-your-file-vic

Other Nationalities
Ancestors of non-British and Irish nationalities
can be searched at museums (e.g. Immigration
Museum), cultural and heritage societies. The
Chinese Australian Family Historians of Victoria
(CAFHOV) www.cafhov.com, and the Italian
Historical Society (CO.AS.IT.) www.coasit.
com.au/italian-historical-society are just
two examples. FamilySearch Wiki should be
investigated for guidelines on researching in most
countries in the world. www.familysearch.org

Parliament of Victoria
Parliamentary Papers contain details on speciﬁc
subjects reported to Parliament. If your ancestor
was involved in the subject of a report, they may
be mentioned as people interviewed for the
report. An example could be something as simple
as wattle bark, which was the subject of reports
in 1869 and 1878. The Parliamentary Papers
database is fully searchable. www.parliament.
vic.gov.au/vufind
Re-member is a searchable database for anyone
who was a Member of Parliament in Victoria.
Results will often include photos, dates of birth
and death, parents, marriage(s), children, religion,
education, career and parliamentary details.
www.parliament.vic.gov.au/about/people-inparliament/re-member

Image 2: Point Henry (2003) – another major port of arrival for 19th century
passengers, located east of Geelong in Corio Bay (part of Port Phillip).
Author’s collection.

• Teachers
The Public Record Office Victoria have
searchable databases of teacher records.
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/
explore-topic/education Lists of school
names and numbers can be helpful when
researching teachers. These can be
downloaded from the VAFHO website. https://
vafho.com/2019/03/30/victorian-schoolsanother-gift-from-vafho For brief histories
of all schools in Victoria, consult Vision
and realisation: a centenary history of state
education in Victoria (GSV: 170.9945 BLA).

The British House of Commons Parliamentary
Papers Online also carries many NSW Legislative
Council parliamentary inquiries held before
the formation of the Colony of Victoria (1851)
on matters such as inquiries into tenure for
squatters, gold discovery and aboriginal matters.
Access is available via the State Library of
Victoria online.

Probate ﬁles and Wills
Wills and Probate ﬁles are fully indexed on the
Public Record Office Victoria website. Files up to
and including 1925 have been digitised and can be
viewed online on the PROV website. https://prov.
vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/
wills-and-probates. Remember the crucial
document is the inventory ﬁle with the probate
papers which shows exactly what was owned by
the deceased person – often dramatically different
to the assets they wanted to share when they
wrote their will.
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State Library of Victoria

In addition to the Public Record Office Victoria,
at the Victorian Archives in North Melbourne,
you should also investigate regional government
records at the Geelong Heritage Centre www.
grlc.vic.gov.au/glhc/heritage-centre, the
Bendigo Regional Archives Centre www.brac.
vic.gov.au, the Beechworth Archive Centre www.
explorebeechworth.com.au/burke-museumand-historic-precinct/archive-centre and the
new Ballarat Archives Centre opened 17 June
this year https://prov.vic.gov.au/about-us/
our-blog/ballarat-archives-centre-moving.
Previously PROV in Ballarat was open two days
per week – the new centre is open four days per
week. Co-tenants at the new centre include PROV,
the Australiana Section of the Ballarat Library
and the Ballarat & District Genealogical Society.

Researchers should make use of the extensive
collections at our State Library: books,
manuscripts, pictures, maps, newspapers,
multimedia, research guides and this very underutilised index – the Australiana Index.
http://australiana.slv.vic.gov.au

VAFHO

Victorian Records

Regional Records

The VAFHO website has many Don Grant
(Memorial) lectures available online. www.
vafho.org.au/don-grant-memorial-lectures/

Women
Women can be difficult to trace except when
they are marrying, having children or dying.
In addition to occupations (see above) such as
midwives, nurses, publicans and teachers the

School Records
School registers are particularly
useful for itinerant families as
the registers will show the school
from which a child came and the
school to which a child goes. Many
societies have copied and indexed
school registers in their area. PROV
Education records is a great place
to start your research https://prov.
vic.gov.au/explore-collection/
explore-topic/education. Records
can include school registers,
correspondence ﬁles, building ﬁles
and special case ﬁles.

Shipping, Immigration,
Passengers and Emigration
Large subscription databases such as
Ancestry have many passenger lists
but don’t be misled – these are not
Image 3: St Kilda Road (1885). Melbourne viewed from south side of the Yarra river, showing
all of the Victorian passenger lists.
St Kilda Road, site of Princes Bridge, ﬁsh market, Town Hall, spires of Scots Church and
Make use of the PROV Passenger
Independent Church. In foreground: Immigrants Aid Society Depot on left, Immigrants Home
records and immigration site at
on right. State Library Victoria, Accession no: H346.
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore1891 Victorian Womens Suffrage Petition is a good
collection/explore-topic/passenger-recordsplace to search. www.parliament.vic.gov.au/
and-immigration
about/the-history-of-parliament/womensThe GSV has the Victorian indexes and passenger suffrage-petition
lists on microform. Use the GSV catalogue and
search for ‘Topic’ = ‘Passenger* Victoria’. Look for
Zades.com.au
Emigration lists from the UK – some are in the
Finally, don’t forget the free Geelong and District
standard subscription databases.
database which contains more than 1.7 million
records. http://zades.com.au/gandd/index.
For early Shipping to Victoria you can’t go past
php/databases/gddbs. Some indexes in the
Marten Syme’s three volumes Shipping arrivals
database cover all of Victoria but the general area
and departures Victorian ports, Vols. 1-3. These
covered is from Cape Otway almost up to Ballarat,
cover all years and Victorian ports to 1860. And
across to Werribee and all points south-east of
always check arrivals and departures from
that arc.
Tasmania, which will often identify immigrants
to Victoria – see the ‘Guide to Researching
Tasmania’ in the March 2019 edition of Ancestor.
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Research Corner

Religious Timeline
(prepared for Early English Discussion Circle by Alan Fincher)
While religious events occurred before 1348 (such as expulsion of the Jews in 1290) this timeline starts
with the Black Death as it had such a massive effect on the community (including beneﬁtting our surviving
ancestors). A number of the timeline items had huge effects on the English community, including changes
in the monarch, the dissolution of the monasteries and formation of the Church of England, poor law relief,
the Civil war, the persecution of Catholics, and the growth of non-conformity – and we family historians
should be very grateful parish registers commenced in 1538!
Date Religion related events & records generated
1348 Black Death
c1382 Lollards (pre-Reformation protestants) – John
Wycliff and ﬁrst New Testament in English
1401 ‘de heretico comburendo’ statute of Henry
IV of England – burning of heretics
1415 Johan Hus executed in Bohemia for heresy
1517 Luther’s 95 Theses at Wittenberg: start of
the Reformation
1522-1534 Luther’s Bible in German
1525 Tyndale’s ﬁrst English New Testament
1532 Henry VIII’s Submission of the Clergy Act
(legislative power of church ends)
1534 Henry VIII Act of Supremacy establishes
the Church Of England
1535 Valor Ecclesiasticus (valuation of all church
property and imposition of taxes on clergy)
1536 Calvin Institutes of the Christian Religion at
Geneva
1536 Dissolution of lesser monasteries
1538 Parish registers commence
1539 Dissolution of the greater monasteries
and introduction of the Great Bible (ﬁrst
authorised version in English)
1540 Last monastery suppressed
1549 Book of Common Prayer ﬁrst published
under King Edward VI
1553-1558 Mary I returns England to Catholicism
1558 Elizabeth I returns England to
Protestantism
1559 Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity; church
attendance required (ﬁned 12d for each
absence). Clergy permitted to marry on royal
authority
1560 Catholic church in Scotland broke with the
Papacy and became a Reformed Church
(Calvinist)
1563 The 39 Articles of Religion establishing
Church of England. Papal recusants ﬁned
for non-attendance at church. All dissenters
excluded from public office
1567 Flemish exiles settle in SE counties. French
& Walloon (Flemish) registers begin
1571 Surveys of parish land, including glebe
terriers (surveys of church land)

1571-1572 Presbyterianism introduced into
England by Thomas Cartwright
1572 French Protestants, the Huguenots, ﬂee to
England from France after Massacre of St
Bartholomew’s Day
1580-1581 Robert Brown & the Separatists
become active, later known as Brownists,
Independents or Congregationalists,
sometimes as Puritans
1585 Catholic priests who trained abroad were
barred from returning to England
1592-1691 Annual Recusant Rolls (by the
Exchequer) – peak is 1663-1670
1593 The ﬁrst statute to address sectarian dissent
from England’s official religion was enacted
under Elizabeth I and speciﬁcally targeted
Catholics
1597-1598 Bishops transcripts of baptisms,
marriages and burials commence. Existing
parish registers copied into parchment
books, back to at least 1558. Act for Relief of
the Poor
1601 Reﬁnement of Poor Law act of 1597 detailing
parish responsibilities
1604 Book of Canons – marriage licenses, and
parental permission for marriage under 21.
1605 Failed papist Gunpowder Plot on Parliament
1606 Increased severity of recusancy laws; new
oath of allegiance imposed on Catholics.
1606 Start of Ulster Plantation – colonization of
NE Ireland by Protestants
1611 James I Authorised Version of the Bible
1620 Mayﬂower Puritans sail to America
1633 Archbishop Laud – revival of High Church of
England practices
1641 Protestation Oath leading to Protestation
Returns and lists of papists (and others) who
refused to take the Oath
1642 Collection for Distressed Protestants in
Ireland (by English parish)
1642 Start of Civil Wars; many parish registers
discontinued
1643 Westminster Assembly of Divines –
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Independents/
Congregationalists and others which led
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1695-1706 Fines for failure to notify the parish
minister of births; led to dissenter lists of
unbaptised children in parish registers
1696 Association Oath Rolls recording support for
William lll
1715-1791 Register of Papal Estates (good survival
to 1725, fully active to 1778)
1716 Registration of Catholic wills in Close Rolls
1738-1740 Methodist Societies begin within the
CoE; founded by John and Charles Wesley
with George Whitﬁeld and others
1741 Earliest Moravian register (a chapel in
Fetter Lane, London)
1748 Countess of Huntingdon Connexion founded
1749 An Act of Parliament recognizes Moravians
as an ‘ancient Protestant Episcopal Church’
originating in German-speaking Europe.
1752 Change from Julian calendar (year
commencing 25 March) to Gregorian
1753-1754 Jewish Naturalisation Act
1754 Hardwicke’s Marriage Act; marriage to be
in Anglican church except for Jews and
Quakers, by banns or license; parental
permission for minors
1762 Earliest registers of Unitarians
(nonconformists denying Holy Trinity)
1778 & 1791 Catholic Relief Acts – licensing of
Catholic chapels; freedom of worship
1780 Earliest Methodist registers (few survive
before 1800)
1783-1794 Stamp Duty Act – tax on baptisms,
marriage and burials (paupers exempt)
1812 Rose’s Act (started 1813) Anglican registers
– standardized printed forms
1813 Trinity Act – Unitarianism became legal
1828 Repeal of Test Acts (1673)
1829 Catholic Emancipation Act, allowing
Catholics to sit in Parliament
1836: Wesleyan Methodist Church now a church
distinct from the Church of England; begins
its own ordinations.
1837 Civil registration of births, deaths and
marriages – church not necessary for marriages
1851 Ecclesiastical census – numbers of
worshippers per place of worship
1858 Principal Probate Registry grants probates/
admons, not church courts
1858 First Jewish member of Parliament

Research Corner

to Westminster Confession as the basis
of Presbyterianism. A Directory of Public
Worship replaced the Book of Common Prayer.
1644 Earliest Presbyterian & Independents/
Congregationalists registers
1647 Earliest Baptist registers
1648 George Fox starts preaching, leading to
formation of the Quakers also known as
Society of Friends
1649 Charles I executed. The Commonwealth
established
1650 Act of Uniformity repealed; encouraged nonconformity
1651 Battle of Worcester ends Civil Wars – Puritan
England with clergy ejected, civil registers
replacing parish registers, local church courts
suspended with wills proved in London
1655 Cromwell invites the Jews to return to
England
1656 Earliest Quaker registers
1657 Earliest Catholic registers (few before 1700,
most from late C18)
1658 Savoy Declaration of the Congregationalists
(stands alongside the Westminster
Confession)
1660 Restoration of Charles II – return of Church
of England
1661 Corporation Act –Anglican Communion
required for public office and affiliation with
the universities of Oxford and Cambridge
1662 The real beginning of ‘Noncomformity’ i.e.
those who would not conform to the Act of
Uniformity. Some 2000 clergy refused to swear
and lost their church livings. Lists survive
1664 Religious meetings of more than ﬁve people
banned to limit nonconformity
1666-1814 Burial in Woollen Act (greater
enforcement 1679, ignored after 1770)
1669 Earliest Lutheran registers
1670 Earliest Jewish registers
1671-1672 Declaration of Indulgence reduced
restrictions on nonconformists (lists of
preacher licenses survive)
1673 Test Act, reinforcing 1661 Act that
nonconformists could not hold public office;
led to Returns of Papists over the next century
1676 Compton Census of number of persons/
families, of popish recusants and of other
dissenters refusing communion in each parish
1684 Huguenot registers commence in London
1685 French Protestants ﬂee to England (London,
Norfolk & Kent)
1688 English Parliament replaces Catholic
James II with Protestant William of Orange
(Glorious Revolution)
1689 Toleration Act removes compulsion
to attend Anglican churches; permits
nonconformists to worship openly in
licensed premises (not Catholics)
1695-1706 Marriage Duty Act – tax on births,
marriages and deaths
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Our Ancestors: How can we characterise and
represent them as ‘Real People’?
By Anne Semple, based
on the workshop she
conducted with the
GSV Writers Circle
on 1 May 2019. Anne
can be contacted at
asemple.au@gmail.com

A dilemma facing many writers of family history
is whether to keep only to genealogical evidence
about their ancestors, or make inferences about
who they were as ‘real people’. Genealogists
compile family records, but it is the writers of
family history who turn these into stories.

provide an outline to structure a story, though
not necessarily chronological. Further, adding
parallel events on a local and wider scale provides
a context for what could have inﬂuenced an
ancestor’s actions.

Proﬁle of Characteristics
At a recent workshop, very few writers thought
their family story should be based on genealogical
records only, and none, understandably, that it
should be largely ﬁction. Most considered that the
judicious use of ﬁction-writing devices could be
legitimate. This relationship is inﬂuenced by the
kind of family history intended; the medium being
used; the available facts; and information about
their meaningful and plausible contexts. Our
ancestors did not live in a vacuum.
How can family historians characterise and
represent their ancestors to make their ancestors
come to life?

Characterisation
Writers need to know why they choose a
particular ancestor to write about. Gathering
known information about an ancestor directly
from genealogical records and other reliable
primary sources is an essential preliminary step.
Characteristics that the ancestor might have had
are based on making plausible interpretations
from indirect sources, which is often contentious.
Two exercises can be useful to get to know an
ancestor better: a timeline of events associated with
the ancestor and a proﬁle of an ancestor’s known or
inferred characteristics. Working from the known
to the unknown with these organisational tools can
help to evaluate the information.

Timeline
The timeline can be from cradle to grave, or
limited to a particular period in the ancestor’s
life. Using a timeline helps organise genealogical
information and makes gaps evident. It can also

A table of attributed characteristics can be made
with columns that associate age or date, source,
and evidential status.
The PAIRS1 acronym is a helpful summary of
characteristics that could be included in this
table:
• Physical attributes – appearance and features,
abilities and disabilities;
• Actions – how the ancestor behaved; habits and
mannerisms;
• Inner thoughts, beliefs, moods and feelings;
• Responses and Reactions to or by others; and
the
• Speech and language used as indicators, for
example, of education, background, origin, class
or occupation.
It is essential to assess whether the information
is based on fact (F), on inference or interpretation
(I), or whether there’s uncertainty (U). Noting
the source assists future referencing and ‘not
available’ (NA) reveals gaps that remind us how
much we don’t or might never know. Knowing the
reliability of information gives authenticity to any
attempt at characterisation.
Not all of the information gathered from these two
activities has to be used. We need to select what
potentially gives a more holistic view of that person.

Analysis and Evaluation
Closer analysis of the compilations might reveal
something signiﬁcant:
• Are changes apparent over time? (physical,
psychological, situational …) What might this
Volume 34 Issue 7 / September 2019
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The aim is to get to know as much as possible about
an ancestor’s life and personality in order to create
a well-rounded character, warts and all. When
writing about the character, creative non-ﬁction
can centre on an ancestor’s conﬂict with people or
the environment, or on dramatic events that could
have inﬂuenced them at a local or wider level.

Representation
Writers represent or portray their characters
through their choice of:
• style: their voice, tone, rhythm, syntax
and grammar; whether formal or informal,
academic, conversational, narrative or
descriptive;
• language/speech: standard, colloquial,
dialect; complex, simple, familiar; idioms
(turn of phrase);
• literary devices and strategies: monologue
including internal; conversations – both
remembered or re-created authentically;
language and speech; description including
appearance, behaviours, mannerisms;
reﬂections, ﬂashbacks;
• point of view from which a story is written.
Who is actually telling the story?

The Guiding Principles
• Know the distinction between fact,
interpretation and ﬁction, and the signals that
would help the reader understand this;
• don’t contradict a known fact; a ‘fact’ is
not actually a fact until the accuracy of the
one or more records about that ‘fact’ has been
evaluated and is found to be convincing; errors
are often made in records;
• tell the truth: use discretion, certainly, but it is
the writer’s story – be frank and truthful;
• use imagination and ﬁction sparingly and
purposefully;
• use fictional elements only where there are
gaps in the historical record. Link ‘knowns’
with plausible ‘unknowns’;

• write in ‘scenes’ where possible: openings
to situations or events that help to reveal
something about the ancestor and move the
story along.

Show, don’t tell!
In direct characterisation, the writer tells
readers about the character: the person was tall,
blind, disabled, mean-minded, skilled, caring,
generous, ambitious, educated; a farmer, banker,
whaler, seamstress, layabout, domestic servant.

Getting it write

reveal about the development of the ancestor’s
circumstances and character over time?
• Do repeating patterns emerge: same or
different occupations or status, over time?
Do different themes emerge as potential
storylines? Could a signiﬁcant event be a
starting point?
• Minor characters might play a part: who are
signiﬁcant to the ancestor in that period of
their life, and in what way? The signiﬁcant
‘others’ could be family, dependents, friends,
neighbours, antagonists, competitors,
employers, colleagues, and collaborators.
• A timeline could reveal gaps that might need
to be investigated to make the story more
cohesive and move it along.

But in indirect characterisation, the writer
shows aspects of the person to help the reader
develop their own mental image of the ancestor.
The writer portrays what the person sees, hears,
tastes, smells, feels, thinks, does or says. The
use of strong verbs, for example, and sometimes
adverbs, engages the reader and keeps them
wanting more. Typically, ‘showing’ requires many
more words than ‘telling’ and is harder to do,
though telling is sometimes necessary to keep the
storyline moving.
You can practise this by converting a ‘tell’ into a
‘show’, using a simple example: ‘Group members
came into the room in time for the session that
was to start at 12.30’. Painting a word picture of
the room or developing a reason for entry sets a
scene for the action of entering. How did members
come in? Did they stroll, stride, bustle or hesitate;
did they converse or block others; were they late
or early? Show how their entry reveals something
about their character in that context at that time.

Review and Evaluation
Critically reviewing one’s own or another’s work is
informative. Using the ‘show-don’t-tell’ approach
in reverse helps us to evaluate the success of the
literary devices used in representing our ancestors.
Select scenes from family history and from ﬁction.
Compare and evaluate to what extent they are
effective in characterisation: what do they actually
‘tell’ the reader about the person’s characteristics,
attributes and context of living? What can be
inferred about the person from that writing? If it is
nothing or not much, then it hasn’t succeeded.
There are many ways of telling a story; if it doesn’t
work one way, it’s worth trying another.

Reference:
1. Connie Warner (instructor), ‘Ch.11.
Methods of Characterization in Literature’
[PAIRS], accessed 24/6/2019 at
https://study.com/academy/course/apenglish-literature-help-course.html
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Jottings

Jottings..

and library news

Avotaynu 34:4 (Winter 2018) highlights ‘Family
Registration Cards: an overlooked Polish resource’.
Mitteilungsblatt 122 (Spring 2019) provides ‘The First
World War and its aftermath – the fate of civilian internees
and their families’ among other articles on Germans in the
British Isles.
The Greenwood Tree 44:1 (Mar 2019) discusses ‘The pros
and cons of DNA testing’ with other articles on the topic.
Bucks Ancestor 28:1 (Mar 2019) reminds us of the
importance of reading contemporary diaries, for
understanding our ancestors’ lives and provides some
interesting Buckinghamshire examples in ‘Some Bucks
diarists’.
The Leicestershire & Rutland FHS journal 176 (Jun
2019) provides a good article ‘On births & baptisms’
illustrating the increase in the number of baptisms just
prior to the start of civil registration in England – a large
proportion of which were older children.
If your ancestors were involved at Peterloo or you’ve seen
the recent ﬁlm, you can read about it in The Manchester
Genealogist 55:2 (2019) – ‘Peterloo: before … the day … the
aftermath’. This journal also has a large Anglo-Scottish
section that is often overlooked by those with Scottish
ancestry. However this issue concentrates on Irish records
and includes census information showing that in 1851,
18.9% of Dundee residents, 18.2% of Glasgow residents
and 12.7% of those in Paisley were born in Ireland. Twenty
years later in these towns the ﬁgures were 11.9%, 14.3% and
9.5% respectively.
Genealogists’ Magazine 33:3 (Jun 2019) discusses
‘Changing views of 18th century East London’.
Irish Roots 110 (2019:2) reports on a couple of new
online mapping projects and features County Tyrone.
It also provided an article on ‘Surviving 19th century
Irish census data’ and a useful list is available at www.
genealogicaldata.org./CensusData.php
For those with Londonderry ancestors, read about the
1831 ‘census returns’ online database by Bill Macafee in
Familia 34 (2018). This journal provides excellent reviews
on new Irish publications.

Linley Hooper, FGSV

The Highland Family History Society journal 37:3
(May 2019) has a good article on ‘Cromarty and the
Poor in 1843’ – the parish not the county. The previous
issue (37:2 Feb) had an article on ‘Poor registers of the
Highlands: an underutilized source’ which includes ﬁve
case studies covering Mackenzie, MacIntosh, Hunter and
Campbell families.
The Aberdeen & North-East Scotland FHS journal 151
(May 2019) ‘The Business of burial’ article discusses
how town or county council cemeteries were run,
using examples from Nellfield cemetery in Aberdeen.
Another article on ‘Emigration to Queensland 1860s’
describes the process of assisted emigration with images
from some of the advertisements and enticements to
prospective passengers.
The Victorian Historical Journal 90:1 (Jun 2019)
includes ‘The Victorian Mallee Fence: a forgotten and
misunderstood relic of settling the Mallee region of
Victoria’, by John Pickard. Another interesting article is on
the Benalla Migrant Camp which operated between 1949
and 1967 and its school.
The South Australian Genealogist 46:2 (May 2019)
has an interesting article on ‘Mules, muleteers and the
Malacca’ about the Uruguayan and Chilean muleteers in
Australia – a change from the Afghan cameleers.
Many Tasmanian records are held in NSW; Maree Ring
writes in Tasmanian Ancestry 40:1 (Jun 2019) ‘Why
Tasmanian records ended up in the Mitchell Library’. She
describes the records and mentions that the NSW State
Library has announced they will be digitizing many of their
Tasmanian records.
The New Zealand Genealogist 50:376 (Apr 2019) has an
article showing ‘How DNA and digitized records can help
with your family research’. Another useful article is an
overview of the various third party tools available to assist
in analysing your DNA results.
The New Zealand Genealogist 50:377 (Jun 2019) in
‘Land and houses starting in Geashill, County Offaly,
Ireland’ shows how estate records can be utilised. Another
illustrative case study is ‘Why you need to research in
depth and not take an individual document as gospel’.
There is also a warning and a partial remedy for old
photographs in ‘Have you got the vinegar syndrome?’
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Immigration Restriction Act instructions, 1901 to 1919
by Kate Bagnall
http://chineseaustralia.org/immigration-restrictionact-instructions-1901-to-1919
Kate is a research fellow studying Australian Chinese
history and heritage, focusing on entry and residence
into Australia of Chinese wives between 1902 and 1920.
In this blog she looks at the administration of Australia’s
Immigration (Restriction) Act to assist her research.
In addition to this she has personally digitized relevant
material and made it available on her website. Interestingly
she notes that most of the contents of these documents
concern ‘coloured’ arrivals, ships’ crews and passengers
arriving with physical diseases or disabilities.
Find Historical Photos at Flickr Creative Commons
by Lisa Cooke
https://lisalouisecooke.com/2019/06/27/historicalphotos-at-flickr-creative-commons
This is one of the best free online resources for historical
photos and here Lisa outlines why it has images from the
British Library, Library of Congress and other institutions
such as the Netherland Institute of Military History and
much more. She provides tips for ﬁnding and using this
resource. I particularly like tips such as ‘location isn’t
everything’ and ‘checking of permissions for downloading
and copyright’.
New and exciting content available online for free
thanks to the Australian Joint Copying Project
by Emma Jolley
www.nla.gov.au/stories/blog/preservation/2019/06/06/
australian-joint-copying-project-reimagined
In the past the Australian Joint Copying Project has been
available on 10,400 microﬁlms. Now it is being digitized
by the National Library of Australia in a new project.
This will then be made searchable and available free
online at Trove with content indexing make it easier to
locate the information. These records originate from
UK Government Departments such as the Admiralty,
Home Office, Colonial Office, the Dominions Office held
by The National Archives of the UK and County Record
Offices as well as personal archives and manuscripts of
leading politicians, explorers, scientists, religious and
missionary societies, convicts and businesses held by
private organisations or individuals. All relating to early
Australian history.

Meg Bate

Blogging

Blogging with Meg

The White Slave Trade and the Policing of the Late
Victorian/Edwardian West End
a report of a lecture given by historian Sarah Wise
https://londonlifewithliz.com/2019/06/04/thewhite-slave-trade-and-the-policy-of-the-latevictorian-edwardian-west-end
This is an interesting summary from the 19th century
where there existed many organisations of differing
ideologies ﬁghting to defeat the white slave trade:
feminists, magistrates and left-leaning progressives among
them. If you are interested make sure you check out Sarah
Wise’s webpage www.sarahwise.co.uk
The Revision Books at PRONI
by Donna Moughty
www.irishfamilyroots.com/post/the-revision-booksat-proni
Donna provides us with a step-by-step guide to searching
the Revision Books available online at Public Records
Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI). These are available
for Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry, and
Tyrone for the years 1864 to about 1930.
To market, to market
by Heather Hunwick
https://blogs.sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/cook/tomarket-to-market
Here the author of the book Food and drink of Sydney: a
history takes us into the story of Sydney’s early markets
and in particular focuses on the beautiful 110 year old
Queen Victoria Building.
Cadets are paving the way to ensure military history
is not lost
by Richard Lamb
www.nla.gov.au/stories/blog/trove/2019/04/16/
cadets-lead-the-march-to-preserve-military-journal
This item describes how some of the Royal Military College
(RMC) graduation classes are funding the digitization of
their early journals. The ﬁrst ten journals from 1913 to 1918
are available on Trove. The Journal of the Royal Military
College of Australia provides insights into life for military,
family and social historians. You can browse through these
journals or you can search the text of the journal using Tim
Sherratt’s ‘Explore Trove’s digitized journals’ available at
https://trove-titles.herokuapp.com/
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Around the Groups

Around the Groups
GSV Writers Circle

International Settlers Group
(non-British research)
Meetings : First Wednesday each month,
(except January)
12.30 till 1.30pm – GSV Research & Education Centre

4 September
The use of images in articles and in books

2 October
Writing exercise: A journey taken by ancestor/s

Meeting: Saturday, 16 November 2019, 1pm
Angela Scarino, Associate Professor in Applied Linguistics
at the University of South Australia, and Antonio Mercurio,
educational consultant: We Left. E Partimmo.
They are co-authors of this book dedicated to the community
of Sangiorgesi which started with the arrival of eight men
back in 1927 and now counts around 4,000 people, more than
the current inhabitants of San Giorgio. It was written by
interviewing around 30 Sangiorgesi living in Adelaide.

Venue: GSV Research & Education Centre

6 November
Review of member’s submissions
1.30-2.30pm Tech tricks: basic typographic and
page design

4 December
Planning for 2020 program

Meeting: Saturday, 15 February 2020, 1pm
Problem Solving
Venue: To be advised

All members of the GSV are welcome
See pages 32–33 for the GSV Writers Circle
quarterly column

Meetings held 3rd Saturday (Feb, May, Aug, Nov)
1.00pm. Annual subscription $11 and includes the
quarterly newsletter published Jan, Apr, Jul & Oct.
Enquiries & membership form:
J Yvonne Izatt 03 9899 8136 Ç IsgSec25@gmail.com
¢ www.gsv.org.au/activities/groups/isg

Scottish Ancestry Group

IRISH ANCESTRY GROUP

Next Meeting: Saturday, 9 November 2019
Quarterly meetings

GSV Research & Education Centre

Saturday, 21 September 2019 1.00pm – 3.00pm
Annual General Meeting
Speaker Susan McLean: Vanora Stone:
A Perthshire tale of Myth, Mystery and Murder

1.00pm — Discussion topic: Belfast
2.00pm — Dr Liz Rushen.
Liz will discuss her current publication,
which at this stage is top secret! If her book is
not yet ready, she will share her vast knowledge
of Irish girls and their emigration
3.00pm — Afternoon Tea

Saturday, 23 November 2019 1.00pm – 3.00pm
Speaker James Donaldson: Farewell to the
Heather – Scottish Highland Migration

Visitors welcome. Bring your lunch and have
a chat. Also bring your mobile phone to gain
access to the building (9662 4455)

All GSV members, SAG subscribers and visitors welcome

Quarterly Meetings
1.00pm to 3.00pm, 3rd Sat. of March, June,
September and fourth Sat. of November
GSV Research & Education Centre
Enquiries:¢www.gsv.org.au/activities/groups/sag

General meetings held on second Saturday of February,
May, August and November in GSV meeting room.
Yearly subscription due on 1 Sept each year is $11.00.
Newsletter Blarney published quarterly.
Beginners’ Kits and Griffiths Valuation Kits available
at the GSV Bookshop. For more information contact
blarney@wordweavers.net
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London Discussion Circle
Meetings fourth Thursday each month except
December at the GSV Centre – 10.30am to 11.30am
Next meetings: 26 Sep, 24 Oct, 28 Nov (no meeting Dec)
With 2000 years of history, London is likely to ﬁgure in the
family history of many people, it was a magnet for internal
and foreign immigration. We aim to share information
about research resources, learn about our ancestors’
lives in London and perhaps even break down some brick
walls. Discussion topics can include local occupations
and businesses, migration, maps and gazetteers,
electoral rolls, taxes, land records, military, criminals,
civil and ecclesiastical courts, poor laws, school records,
newspapers, apprentices, guilds and freemen and much
more. New members very welcome.
Convener: Vicki Montgomery
Mailing list: london@gsv.org.au

Counties of Northern England
Discussion Circle
Meetings second Tuesday of each month except January
at the GSV Centre – 12.30pm to 1.30pm
Next Meetings: 10 Sep, 8 Oct, 12 Nov and 10 Dec
We are an enthusiastic group who meet to discuss research
and share interests in the North of England, covering the
counties of Northumberland, Westmoreland, Durham,
Yorkshire, Cumberland and Lancashire. For anyone who has
ancestors in this region, whether you are just starting out or
have been researching for a number of years, we can help.
Key topics are advised by email prior to the meetings. Recent
discussions have centred around transportation systems, the
pottery industry and members’ research experiences. All GSV
members welcome
Convenor: David Down
conedsgsv@gmail.com

Meetings fourth Wednesday of each month except
December at the GSV Centre – 12.30pm to 2.00pm
Next meetings: 25 Sep, 23 Oct, 27 Nov (no meeting Dec)
This Discussion Circle is to assist GSV members
researching in England before 1700. Many records either
cease to exist or become uncommon by 1700, and the Circle
will assist your understanding of these records and how
they can be accessed. It also provides relevant new sources
and websites, and encourages members to present on their
families and contribute to discussions. New members are
welcome.
Convenor: Alan Fincher
amfin@optusnet.com.au

Around the Circles

Around the Circles

Early English Discussion Circle

DNA Discussion Circle
Meetings second Wednesday of each month
at the GSV Centre – 10.30am to 12pm
Next meetings: 11 Sep, 9 Oct, 13 Nov and 11 Dec
If you are interested in joining the group please read the
description, on the GSV website, of the topics we cover in
our discussions. If that appeals to you email the Convenor
and get an application form to join. If you have not had a
DNA test done, email the Convenor for advice on what to do.
Convenor: David Andreassen
dna.dc1@bigpond.com

British India Discussion Circle
Meetings every three months on the third Tuesday in
February, May, August and November.
Next meeting: 19 Nov at the GSV Centre – 12pm to 1pm
This Circle is for members with the common interest
of British Ancestors in India from the 17th to the 20th
centuries. Next meeting: Q&A and Brick Wall session. All

GSV members welcome.
Convenor: Mary Anne Gourley
maryanne.gourley@bigpond.com

South West England Research and
Discussion Circle
Next Meetings: 11 Sep, 11 Oct, 13 Nov and 11 Dec
at GSV Centre – 12.30pm to 2.00pm
GSV members with research interests in the counties
of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and Somerset are welcome.
Copies of meeting notes and presentations are provided
to members who join the SWERD email list (free for GSV
members). Key discussion topics advised by email to
SWERD members, the GSV blog and Facebook page prior
to meetings. Recent meeting topics included researching
in Devon, using maps for research in the south west,
researching clergy ancestors and the South West Notes and
Queries journals.
Convenor: Stephen Hawke
swerdcircle@gmail.com

Victoria and Tasmania
Discussion Circle
Meetings fourth Friday of each month
at the GSV Centre – 10.30am to 11.30am
Next meetings: 25 Oct and 22 Nov (no meeting Dec)

Members researching their Family History
in these two states are invited to join
this new circle
Convenor: Ruthie Wirtz
ruthie.wirtz@gmail.com
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Member Societies

What’s On at our Member Societies
Narre Warren & District Family
History Group and the SEHA

Port Phillip Pioneers Group
Saturday:14 September 2.00 pm
Speaker: Susie Zada
Topic: Point Henry – An amazing Place
Saturday: 9 November, 2.00pm
Speaker: Jim Poulter
Topic: Batman’s Treaty, The True Story
Venue: Wesley Hall, St. Andrew’s Uniting Church
Cnr. Burke and Malvern Roads, Gardiner

Cemetery Seminar
Sunday, 13 October 2019
Speakers:Celestina Sagazio, Val Wilson from
Mornington H.S., Libby Skidmore from Bass Valley
H.S. and Jane Rivett-Carnac from Narre Warren &
District Family History Group
Free, BYO lunch – morning tea will be available

Visitors are very welcome. Entry $2
Afternoon Tea provided.
Enquiries:
JClare 03 9578 3654

¢www.portphillippioneersgroup.org.au

Venue: The Meeting Room at the Casey Complex,
1/65 Berwick-Cranbourne Road, Cranbourne
Melways Reference: Map 134, B6
Contact:
Lynne Bradley
¢president@nwfhg.org.au or
J0413 182 551

Huguenot Society of Australia
(Victorian Chapter)
Friday 25th October, 12 noon
Luncheon at Malvernvale Hotel
Bookings to carolinepiesse@netspace.net.au

Descendents of Convicts Group

Saturday 26th October
1.30pm Annual General Meeting
2pm Robert Nash: The Huguenots of Ireland
Venue: Church of St John the Beloved,
91 Carroll Crescent, Glen Iris
All welcome. Entry including Afternoon Tea $5.
Enquiries:
JSue 0408 201 422

21 September
Speaker: Joy Olney
Topic: Norfolk Island and First Fleeters

Coat of Arms
of the GSV

Next Meetings

30 November
Speaker: Tony Moore
Contact:
JYvonne Bethell 03 9739 1427
¢www.docs.org.au

The GSV’s coat of arms, or Ensigns Armorial, was designed and granted to
The Genealogical Society of Victoria by the Court of the Lord Lyon of
Scotland, King of Arms on 1 March 1986. It is described as:
Azure, ﬁve mullets [stars], one of eight, two of seven, one of six and one of ﬁve
points Argent (representing the constellation of the Southern Cross), on a
chief Gules, a pale of the Second charged of an oak tree Proper issuing from
a mount Vert, and fructed Or, between two acorns slipped of the Last. Above
the Shield is placed an Helm, suitable to an incorporation (videlice: a sallet
[helmet] Proper lined Gules), with a Mantling Azure doubled Argent, and on a
wreath of the Liveries, is set for Crest on a mound of pink heather a male lyre
bird close and in display Proper holding in its beak an acorn slipped Or, and in
an Escrol over the same this Motto: ‘GENEALOGI SEMPER VIGILES’.
Public Register of all Arms and Bearings in Scotland, 69th volume, page 20

The Shield was based on the arms of the State of Victoria with an oak tree
added to represent genealogy. The oak tree is a long-lived tree and its fruit,
the acorns, represents the seed origin of the tree from which continuing
generations of oak trees and acorn seed will spring. The Crest comprises
two parts, the Device, which shows the lyrebird, native of Victoria with an
acorn in its beak, and the Mount which incorporates the Pink Heath, the
ﬂoral emblem of Victoria.
The Motto, Genealogi Semper Vigiles, translates from Latin to
‘genealogists always watchful’ and is a play on the initials of the Society.
Printed from a post by Bill Barlow in the GSV Blog ‘Family History Matters’
Volume 34 Issue 7 / September 2019

38 •

© The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc

Anglesea & District History Society Inc
Ç PO Box 98, Anglesea VIC 3230
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~angen
Ararat Genealogical Society
Ç PO Box 103, Ararat VIC 3377
J Marion McAdie 03 5352 4199
¢ araratbooks@gmail.com
Ballarat & District Genealogical Society Inc
Ç PO Box 1809, Ballarat Mail Centre VIC 3354
J Carol Armstrong 03 5335 7630
¢ www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
Barham/Koondrook Genealogical Group
Ç PO Box 48, Barham NSW 2732
J Helen Hall 03 5453 2091
Benalla Family Research Group Inc
Ç PO Box 268, Benalla VIC 3671
J Wendy Webster 0427 664 271
¢ www.benallafamilyresearchgroup.org
Bendigo Regional Genealogical Society Inc
Ç PO Box 1049, Bendigo VIC 3552
¢ https://brgsbendigo.weebly.com
Clan MacMillan Society of Australia
¢ oreillykaye@gmail.com
¢ www.clanmacmillanaustralia.com.au
Clan MacNicol Society of Victoria Inc
Ç PO Box 386, Fairfield VIC 3078
J Beth Bell 03 9497 2934
Cobram Genealogical Group Inc
Ç PO Box 75, Cobram VIC 3644
JLiz Diamond 0438 652 201
Colac & District Family History Group Inc
Ç PO Box 219, Colac VIC 3250
J Colac History Centre 03 5231 5736
¢ www.colacfamilyhistory.org.au
Deniliquin Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 144, Deniliquin NSW 2710
JVal Hardman 03 5881 3980
¢ http://members.bordernet.com.au/denifhg
Descendants of Convicts Group Inc
ÇPO Box 229, Coldstream VIC 3770
JYvonne Bethell 03 9739 1427
¢www.docs.org.au
East Gippsland Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 1104, Bairnsdale VIC 3875
JTony Meade 03 5152 1111
¢www.egfhg.org.au
Echuca/Moama Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 707, Echuca VIC 3564
JBarbara Goldsmith 0467 066 593
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~emhist
Geelong Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 1187, Geelong VIC 3220
JSusie Zada 0414 666 017
¢www.geelongfhg.com
Gisborne Genealogical Group Inc
ÇPO Box 818, Gisborne VIC 3437
JTricia McLay 0408 054 537
¢ www.ggg.org.au
Hamilton History Centre Inc
ÇPO Box 816, Hamilton VIC 3300
JHistory Centre 03 5572 4933
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~hamhist
Heyfield Family History Group
ÇPO Box 201 Heyfield VIC 3858
J03 5148 2100
¢ familyhistory@heyfield.net
Hotham History Project Inc
ÇC/- North Melbourne Library
66 Errol Street, North Melbourne VIC 3051
JMary Kehoe 03 9329 5814
¢ www.hothamhistory.org.au

Huguenot Society (Victorian Chapter)
Ç2/2B St Georges Road Toorak VIC 3142
JSue A’Beckett 0408 201 422
Jamieson & District Historical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 26, Jamieson VIC 3723
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~jdhs
¢ jamiesonmuseum@gmail.com
Kerang & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 325, Kerang VIC 3579
J Bev Nethercote 0447 304 667
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~kerangfh
Kyabram Regional Genealogical Society Inc
Ç34 Saunders Street, Kyabram VIC 3620
J Jennifer Cole 03 5860 6694
¢ jcole65@optusnet.com.au

Richmond & Burnley Historical Society Inc
Ç 3/415 Church Street, Richmond VIC 3121
J 03 9427 1800
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~rbhs

Lakes Entrance Family History Resource Ctr Inc

ÇPO Box 2189, Port Phillip Plaza, Rosebud 3939
JAnnette Buckland 0402 858 878
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~spfhs

ÇPO Box 674, Lakes Entrance VIC 3909
J03 5155 3843
Mansfield Family History Group Inc

JSheena Daykin 03 5775 1659
¢mansfieldfamilyhistory group@gmail.com
Maryborough Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 59, Maryborough VIC 3465
JHelen Ritchie 0409 611 170
¢www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ausmfhg2
Melton Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 2094, Melton South VIC 3338
JDeb Slattery 0409 306 640
¢ http://meltonfamilyhistory.org
Mid-Gippsland Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 767, Morwell VIC 3840
¢mgfhs.inc@gmail.com
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~mgfhs
Mildura & District Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 2895, Mildura VIC 3502
JKaylene Charles 03 5021 4763
¢www.milduragenealogy.com.au
NarreWarren&DistrictFamilyHistory GrpInc
Ç1/65 Berwick-Cranbourne Road,
Cranbourne VIC 3977
JEileen Durdin 0413 182 551
¢www.nwfhg.org.au
Nathalia Genealogical Group Inc
ÇPO Box 116, Nathalia VIC 3638
JLyn Franklin 03 5866 2543
¢lfranklin@bigpond.com
Ouyen District History & Genealogical Ctr
ÇBox 131, Ouyen VIC 3490
¢http://ouyen.vic.au/history
Phillip Island&District Genealogical Society Inc

Ç PO Box 821, Cowes VIC 3922
J Bob Hayes 0419 582 175
¢ piadgs@gmail.com
Port Fairy Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 253, Port Fairy VIC 3284
JIan Perry 0447 265 759
¢pfgenealogy@hotmail.com
Port Phillip Pioneers Group Inc
ÇC/- 55 Kerferd Street, Malvern East VIC 3145
JMarilla James 03 9500 8118
¢www.portphillippioneersgroup.org.au
Portland Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 409 Portland VIC 3350
JAnne Grant 03 5522 2266
¢historyhouse@glenelg.vic.gov.au
Prahan Mechanics Institute
Ç 39 St Edmonds Rd, Prahran VIC 3181
J03 9510 3393
¢www.pmi.net.au
Queenscliffe Historical Museum Inc
ÇPO Box 135, Queenscliff VIC 3225
JHistorical Museum 03 5258 2511
¢www.queenscliffe-history.org

Sale & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 773, Sale VIC 3850
JHeather Pocknall 0428 411 603

Member Societies

GSV Member Societies

Further information on our Member Societies
can be found on the GSV website at
www.gsv.org.au/activities/member-societies-list
¢Website or email address ÇMailing Address JPhone

Shepparton Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 1529, Shepparton VIC 3632
JGarry Wallden 03 5828 3236
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~shepfh
South Gippsland Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 395, Leongatha VIC 3953
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~sggs
Southern Peninsula Family History Society Inc

Stawell Biarri Group for Genealogy Inc

ÇPO Box 417, Stawell VIC 3380
¢www.stawellfamilyhistory.com.au
Sunbury Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 601, Sunbury VIC 3429
JCecil Clark 03 9744 1957
¢www.sunburyfhs.org.au
Swan Hill Genealogical & Historical Society
Inc
Ç PO Box 1232, Swan Hill VIC 3585
J Steve Pentreath 0428 584 325
¢ http://home.vicnet.net.au/~shghs
Terang & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 14, Terang VIC 3264
JBev Fleming 03 5595 4384
¢terangfhg@gmail.com
Toora & District Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 41, Toora VIC 3962
¢http://toora.org/
Victorian GUM Inc
ÇPO Box 397, Collins Street West
Melbourne VIC 8007
JOffice 03 9078 4738
¢www.vicgum.asn.au
Wangaratta Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 683, Wangaratta VIC 3676
JVal Brennan 03 5727 6229
¢www.wfhs.org.au
West Gippsland Genealogical Society Inc
ÇPO Box 225, Warragul VIC 3820
JBarbara Clayton 03 5611 3871
¢www.westgippslandgenealogy.com
Wimmera Association for Genealogy Inc
ÇPO Box 880, Horsham VIC 3402
JIan Rees 0429 953 054
¢http://home.vicnet.net.au/~wafg
Wodonga Family History Society Inc
ÇPO Box 289, Wodonga VIC 3689
JWendy Cooksey 02 6056 3220
¢http://wodongafamilyhistory.org
Wonthaggi Genealogy Inc
Ç23 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 3995
J03 5672 3803
¢secretary@wonthaggigenealogy.org.au
Yarrawonga Family History Group Inc
ÇPO Box 7, Yarrawonga VIC 3730
JJan Parker 03 5744 1460
¢www.yarrawongafamilyhistorygroupinc.com
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News from Public Record Office Victoria
From Tara Oldﬁeld
For further information visit prov.vic.gov.au.

VCHAs to be announced in October
The winners of the 2019 Victorian Community
History Awards and Victorian Premier’s History
Award will be announced on 14 October 2019. This
year a new Award category has been added to the
mix – the Oral History Award recognises the best
non-print audio presentation that preserves the
voices of individuals with unique life experiences
and memories, including radio documentaries,
voice interviews and podcasts. Visit our website to
see the list of winning and shortlisted projects:
www.prov.vic.gov.au

The Ballarat Archives Centre has moved!
We are excited to announce that our new Ballarat
Archives Centre (BAC) reading room at the Eureka
Centre (102 Stawell Street South) is now open,
forming a new shared resource and research hub for
the community.
The Ballarat Archives Centre name has been
retained, with the reading room named after local
historian and former PROV employee, the late Dr
Joan Hunt. The reading room is now open Monday
to Thursday 10am to 4.30pm. Researchers please
note, there will be one delivery of records per day as
records will need to be transferred from an offsite
storage facility to the Eureka Centre. Records must be
ordered by 3pm for viewing after 11am the next day.

Image: Screenshot of the new PROV Map Warper tool

search for parish plans of Brunswick, Coburg,
Collingwood, Fitzroy, Heidelberg, Melbourne,
Northcote, Preston, Richmond and Broadmeadows.
The other exciting thing about Map Warper is
that it provides the ability for researchers to place
current geographic locations over the historic map
to see how Victoria has changed over time. Detailed
instructions can be found on our blog, or you can
just go straight to Map Warper and give it a go at
mapwarper.prov.vic.gov.au.

Local history grants
Note: Much of the Ballarat collection has now been
digitised and 68 series of Rate Books and Petty
Sessions Registers are now available online through
our Beta website beta.prov.vic.gov.au.

Map warper
We hold a range of cartographic collections ranging
from parish plans to historic plans, MMBW
plans and even aerial photographs. While researchers
may know the contemporary place names these
plans relate to, many would be hard pressed to be able
search for them because they’re often titled using
their historic name, known as a parish.
This is where our new PROV Map Warper
service comes in. You can now view historic parish
plans by searching on a current location name. For
instance, you no longer need to know the historic
name Doutta Galla to search for parish plans
covering Essendon, Melbourne, Port Melbourne,
Broadmeadows and Keilor, or know Jika Jika to

A new round of local history grants will open for
applications late 2019. Keep an eye on our website
for further information including opening and
closing dates. The last round saw 49 projects
funded including:
• Ballarat and District Aboriginal Co-operative
to collate an online history marking the group’s
40 years of work, including the story of their
founding elders and the next wave of Aboriginal
activists,
• Carlton Community History Group for
electronic preservation of oral histories that tell
the story of the suburb’s diverse past,
• Melbourne Legacy to digitise ﬁlms dating to the
1930s documenting their work in caring for the
widows and children of deceased servicemen.
Other successful projects range from innovative
walking tour apps, newspaper digitisation and
interactive history installations to practical storage
solutions.
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Royal Historical Society of Victoria

For more information, visit www.historyvictoria.org.au
From Cheryl Griffin, RHSV volunteer with the assistance of Alison Cameron, curator and
Rosemary Cameron, RHSV Executive Officer

Isaac Selby: Lecturer, Historian, Assassin!
This must-see exhibition, curated by our talented
volunteer Alison Cameron, was launched at the
RHSV’s Gallery Downstairs on Thursday 13 June
2019 by Professor Geoffrey Blainey.
In his speech, Professor Blainey brought to life
the rather eccentric ﬁgure of Isaac Selby in cape
and cockaded Napoleonic hat as he remembered
him at Historical Society events in the 1950s. For
those present at the launch, this added an extra
dimension to what is an absorbing exhibition about
an intriguing man who championed the history
cause and Victoria’s pioneer past at a time when
many people were more interested in looking to the
future than recalling the past.

the ﬁrst half of this exhibition is based on his notes
for that talk, combined with the reproduction of
slides from his collection, to tell his colourful and
sometimes controversial, story. Then follows his
efforts to save the Old Melbourne Cemetery, which
led to the rediscovery and restoration of Batman
as the founder of Melbourne. The loss of the Old
Melbourne Cemetery also led to the formation of the
Old Pioneers’ Memorial Association, where Selby,
as Secretary, ﬁnally received a much needed regular
income. The last three panels – Women, Family and
The End – show other facets of his long life.

Make sure you don’t miss this extraordinary
exhibition which can be seen at the RHSV’s Gallery
downstairs until the end of 2019.

Selby lived a long time (from 1859 to 1956), so he
saw many changes. His longevity meant that he
experienced what it meant to live in ‘Marvellous
Melbourne’, contested the ﬁrst federal elections,
survived typhoid and the San Francisco earthquake,
and his sons and grandsons fought in both World
Wars.
He was an orator as well as a history and heritage
advocate, delivering hundreds of lectures on a huge
range of topics, such as Australia’s bushrangers, the
First Fleet, Australian aviation and many, many
more. His interests were sometimes macabre (he
commissioned photographs of Batman’s skull when
his body was exhumed from the Old Melbourne
Cemetery, for example).
Curator Alison Cameron conceived the idea for
the presentation of the twenty panels that make up
the exhibition from Selby’s scrapbooks which are
ﬁlled with correspondence and ephemera related to
his lectures and causes. She had a huge amount of
material to work through – 1700 glass lantern slides
plus bundles of letters, notebooks, manuscripts and
scrapbooks held at the RHSV and an equal amount
of material held at Melbourne University Archives
sourced from eleven suitcases that moved with him
from boarding house to boarding house until they
found a permanent home.
The exhibition tells the story of Selby’s life in his
own words and images in scrapbook style. As Alison
explains it:
Selby was asked to give a lecture about his life to
the members of the Historical Society in 1949, and

Image: Selby exhibition poster. RHSV Art Collection.
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About the GSV

The
Genealogical
Society of
Victoria Inc

Level 6, 85 Queen Street,
Melbourne, Victoria, 3000
Australia
Web
www.gsv.org.au
Email
gsv@gsv.org.au
Phone
03 9662 4455

Why become a member of the GSV?
Tracing your family tree is one of the world’s most popular
pastimes. The Genealogical Society of Victoria is a
leading Australian family history society for the study of
genealogy and exists to assist members in tracing their
ancestors.

We welcome you to join us and
discover a world of family history.

About the GSV

Membership Options

Joining fee (Australia/international)

18.00/18.00

Annual Membership
One person (Australia/international)
96.00/114.00
Two, same address (Australia/international) 145.00/163.00
Three, same address(Australia/international) 194.00/212.00
Extra Member
48.00
18—25 year-old Next Generation Genie
48.00
Ancestor only
Australia (no joining fee)
International (no joining fee)

70.00
90.00
121.00

Member Societies
We provide advice and expertise along with a reference
library containing extensive records for Victoria, Australia,
New Zealand, United Kingdom and Ireland, as well as many
collections from other countries.
Courses, classes, discussion circles, presentations and
seminars are held regularly. See pages 45 to 48 for all the
upcoming events.
Our online members area features searchable databases and
an ever-increasing library catalogue.

Membership Beneﬁts
• Access to a team of friendly volunteer research
assistants trained to help you with library resources

A$

Day Visitor
Full day with free Library access
*30.00
* Fee rebatable against membership fee, within 14 days.

Library Hours
Monday

1.00pm — 4.00pm
Will be closed from 1 July 2019
Tuesday
10.00am — 7.00pm
Wednesday to Saturday 10.00am — 4.00pm

Office Hours
Monday to Friday
9.00am — 4.00pm
Saturday
Closed
Closed public holidays and Easter Saturday

• Access to our comprehensive library collection of
indexes, microforms, books, and digital resources
• Free library access to commercial databases including:
Ancestry, findmypast, TheGenealogist, and British
Newspaper Archive

Patron
The Honourable Linda Dessau, AC
Governor of Victoria

• Our quarterly award-winning journal Ancestor

Honorary Office Bearers and Councillors

• Free publication in the ‘Members Queries’ feature in
Ancestor (one per year)
• Online access to the GSV’s extensive collections,
including the library catalogue, the Genealogical Index of
Names (GIN), cemeteries database, all of which usually
include additional information for members

President

Jenny Redman

Vice Presidents

Penny Wolf

Secretary

Vicki Montgomery FGSV

Peter Johnston
Treasurer

Stephen Hawke

Council

Janne Bonnett

• Online access to Guided Research for Australian states,
New Zealand, United Kingdom and Ireland – a starting
point for newcomers to genealogy

Erna Cameron
David Down
Lorna Elms

• Free ‘Quick Lookups’ for members, if you cannot visit
the library

Simon Foster
Robert Gribben

• A free annual research query of up to two hours for
members residing more than 100km from Melbourne

Leonie Loveday
Margaret McLaren

• Discounts on our publications, services and events
(not sale items)

Michael Rumpff

• Reciprocal rights with other Australian and NZ major
societies (conditions apply)

Staff
Library Manager

Linley Hooper FGSV

• Ancestral Interest Groups and Discussion Circles

Assistant Library Manager

Meg Bate

Office Administrator

Linda Farrow

• GSV Talks and Classes: (see pages 45 to 48)
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Self Help Guide

Free Quick Lookup

General Register Office (GRO)
certiﬁcates

There is a free eResearch service for a library lookup or
research advice taking up to 30 minutes for members who
cannot visit the library. Replies are by email but if prints are
required a cost estimate will be given. Members may send in
one eResearch query at a time. Another may be submitted
after receipt of results.
To submit a request by email, see the Research & Resources
page online at www.gsv.org.au/research/researchservices.html .
To submit a request by mail, download and complete the
Postal Research Request Form located on the website, or
collect one from the GSV. Submit with a SSAE. Prints are
$0.25 per A4 page – a quotation can be provided on request if
an additional SSAE is provided.

Extended Research
The Research Team at the GSV can spend time researching
a family or topic of your choice.
Per hour: Members $30.00 / Non-members $50.00 pre
paid. Includes limited copying and postal charges.
Members residing more than 100 km from Melbourne are
offered one annual session of complimentary research
taking up to two hours.

Getting Started Consultations

England and Wales birth, death and marriage certiﬁcates,
births and deaths at sea and events registered with UK
Consuls and armed services personnel may be purchased
online: www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificate

Research Services

Research Services

Scottish birth, death and marriage
certiﬁcates
Images of Statutory (civil) registrations may be purchased
online. Church registers, census records, divorce records
and wills are also available: www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
To learn more you may like to attend the monthly class
on ScotlandsPeople. Check the ‘What’s On’ pages in this
issue of Ancestor (pp 45-48).

England and Wales Wills and Probate
Wills and probate may be searched and ordered for people
who died in or after 1858 to current times. A ‘grant of
representation’ gives someone the legal right to deal with a
deceased person’s estate but not all grants of representation
contain a will: www.gov.uk/search-will-probate
If you have any queries or need some help in using these
websites ask for some assistance in the library.

Members may book a free half hour ‘getting started’
consultation on Monday afternoons between 1pm and
3pm. Please email Linley Hooper, our Library Manager, at
libraryadmin@gsv.org.au with a preferred time and date.

Consultations
Stuck with your research? Arrange a consultation in our
library with a member of the research team.
Consultations are for one hour.
Members $30.00 / Non-members $50.00

Transcriptions and Latin Translations
Early documents such as wills, deeds and marriage licences
can be transcribed.
Per hour: Members $30.00 / Non-members $50.00

Victorian Probate Papers post 1925
Researchers will obtain copies from Public Records Office
Victoria (PROV).
Members: $50.00 / Non-members: $75.00

Other Public Records
Researchers will obtain copies from Public Record Office
Victoria (PROV) where speciﬁc reference [VPRS/Unit etc]
is provided.
Per hour: Members: $60.00 / Non-members $85.00
Further information about our Research services
will be found on our website www.gsv.org.au/research/
research-services.html. Contact research@gsv.org.au if
you need specific guidance.
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News

News

Looking for an Image?
The beta version of the Creative Commons search engine
(CC Search https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org) has
now been released. It indexes more than 300 million images
in the public domain from some nineteen image collections.
Most of these are free to use in a non-commercial application.

Unlocking the Vault
The Geelong Heritage Centre is handing readers the keys to
the Vault! Geelong’s regional heritage archive, containing
over 46,000 records, can now be searched online for the very
ﬁrst time. The archives are an unique recorded history of
Geelong and surrounding areas. The extensive collection
includes public and private records, newspapers, maps,
plans, photographs, and extensive catalogues and indexes.
Visit archives.grlc.vic.gov.au to start exploring today.

Military History
The business, Mostly Unsung, has recently released its
winter catalogue of military history publications (see
www.mostlyunsung.com.au, or phone (03)5971 5565).
A broad range of research into Australian and British
Commonwealth Military History can also be undertaken.
Recent examples of publications for sale include Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal rolls 1831-1901; New
Zealand Wars casualties; Boer POWs 1899-1902, Boer War
Field Intelligence reports; Troop Transports and Hospital
Ships at Gallipoli; Australian civil pilot licences pre 1939; Civil
Construction Corps 1939-45; Royal Papuan Constabulary
and King’s Police Medal recipients in Africa 1936-52.

women’s stories from female factories in Tasmania. The
Convict Women’s Press was set up in Hobart in 2010 as the
publishing arm of the Female Convicts Research Centre
to encourage research into female convicts. About 12,500
female convicts were transported to Van Diemen’s Land in
the ﬁfty years between 1803 and 1853. Since 2010, the Press
has published seven books. Five are in the Convict Lives
series, each of which includes about twenty brief (20003000 words) biographies of women who passed through one
of the ﬁve female factories in Van Diemen’s Land (Hobart,
the Cascades outside Hobart, Launceston, Ross, and George
Town). Convict Women’s Press books can be purchased
from www.convictwomenspress.com.au

Convict Records of W.A.
The Friends of Battye Library are pleased to announce
that their publication The Convict Records of Western
Australia has been updated and is now available for anyone
to view and download free as a pdf ﬁle from their website.
This comprehensive guide builds on their popular earlier
1990 publication compiled by Gillian O’Mara. The guide
has been updated and expanded by Lorraine Clarke and
Cherie Strickland of Swan Geology. It is now an unparalleled
reference guide for family historians and researchers
interested in Western Australian convicts.

National Archives of Ireland Repository
Redevelopment

The GSV has just announced the formation of a new group
for the more advanced DNA users to learn from each other.
This self-help group will meet monthly. If you are interested,
contact Ruthie Wirtz at email: ruthie.wirtz@gmail.com.
The group is designed to help participants better use
advanced DNA analysis techniques to interpret what their
DNA data means for their family history.

Ireland’s Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht,
Josepha Madigan has announced that the ﬁrst phase of
enabling works to prepare for the National Archives’ major
new Project Ireland 2040 Repository Redevelopment is
completed, with much of the State’s papers and documents
being moved to temporary storage in order to facilitate the
preliminary site works. The project is intended to deliver
new purpose-built storage facilities at the National Archives
premises in Bishop Street, Dublin. The National Archives’
new website (www.nationalarchives.ie) provides easy
online access to services.

Elmore Standard newspaper (1882-1905)

RootsIreland

The Bendigo Regional Genealogical Society has been
working with the Public Records Office of Victoria and
Trove at the National Library of Australia, supported by
local community grants, to digitise this valuable source
of regional history. A further ﬁve years of records to
1910 has been funded recently by the generosity of the
Fosterville Gold Mine Pty Ltd and will be digitised in the
New Year. Paper copies of this newspaper up to 1969 are
preserved at the Bendigo Regional Archives Centre. Further
information, contact BRGS secretary, Yvonne Knipe
(brgs2@hotmail.com)

RootsIreland have many Roman Catholic church records
online. They hold over 21 million records. In 2018, they
added to their database almost 200,000 records from
Counties Tipperary, Clare, Wexford, Offaly, Laois,
Waterford, Limerick, Sligo, East Galway and Westmeath.
So far in 2019, they have added 100,000 new records from
Laois, Offaly, East Galway, Wexford, Armagh and Waterford.
(see www.rootsireland.ie).

New DNA Self-Help Study Group starting soon

Convict Women
Historically, women’s voices have been forgotten. The
Convict Women’s Press is turning the spotlight on to

David Clarke Reunion
A reminder that the descendants of the 229 passengers who
arrived in Melbourne in 1839 on the migrant ship David
Clarke are gathering for a reunion on Sunday 27 October
2019 at Gulf Station, 1029 Melba Highway, Yarra Glen. More
information: davidclark1839@gmail.com
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CLOSED
Fri. 27

AFL Grand Final Friday

TALKS
Thur. 12 12.00pm – 1.00pm

Ten Tech Tools you can’t live without
Video presentation by Lisa Louise Cooke
Bookings essential
Members $5.00, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00
Tues. 17 10.00am – 11.30am

DNA – Module 3: Strategies for analysing
autosomal DNA results
by Alan Rhodes
Bookings essential
Members $7.50, RHSV/CAV/FHC $22.50,
non-members $30.00
Thur. 19 12.00pm – 1.00pm

Convicts - Port Phillip District
by Susie Zada
Although Port Phillip was not one of the mainstream colonies
for traditional convict transportation there were in fact six
distinct groups of convicts connected to the District.

Bookings essential
Members $5.00, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00
Tues. 24 10.00am – 12.00pm

DNA Tutorial – Using Gedmatch to
extend your DNA research
by Alan Rhodes
Bookings essential
Members $10.00, RHSV/CAV/FHC $30.00,
non-members $40.00

CLASSES
Sat. 7

10.00am – 11.00am

Orientation: introduction to the Society
and our resources
Bookings essential – Members Only – Free
Sat. 7

11.15am – 12.30pm

Starting Your Family History:
methodology and resources
Bookings essential
Members Free, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00

What’s On

What’s On at the GSV – September
C OMPUTER B ASED R ESOURCE
C LASSES
1.30pm to 2.30pm
These small group classes are designed to enable you
to get the most out of the computer-based resources
available in the GSV library and at home.
Tues. 3 findmypastTM, TheGenealogistTM, British
Newspaper ArchiveTM & MyHeritageTM
online
Thur. 5 National and State Archives in Australia
Tues. 10 The National Archive (UK) online
Thur. 12 FamilySearchTM online
Tues. 17 GSV library catalogue & databases
Wed. 18 Australian Birth Deaths & Marriages online
Thur. 19 Archives of Scotland, Ireland & Wales online
Tues. 24 AncestryTM online
Thur. 26 Internet for Genealogy
Bookings essential
Members Free, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00

DISCUSSION CIRCLES
Tues. 3 10.00am – 12.00pm
DNA Genetic Genealogy Study Group (New - booking
required, experienced users only, see website)

Wed. 4 12.30pm – 2.30pm
GSV Writers
Tues. 10 12.30pm – 1.30pm
Counties of Northern England
Wed. 11 10.30am – 12.00pm
DNA
Wed. 11 12.30pm – 2.00pm
South West England Research & Discussion
Wed. 25 12.30pm – 2.00pm
Early English Genealogy – pre 1700
Thur. 26 10.30am – 11.30am
London Research
Members Only – Free

F O C U S S E D R E S E A R C H A S S I S TA N C E
Focus your research with experienced
helpers in the Library
Thur. 19 11.00am – 4.00pm – Scotland
Members Free, non-members $30.00
Wed. 25 10.00am – 4.00pm – Ireland
Members Free, non-members $30.00

MEETING
Sat. 21 1.00pm
Scottish Ancestry Group
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What’s On

What’s On at the GSV – October
Victorian Seniors’ Festival Month
See events marked in red

TALKS
Thur. 10 12.00pm – 1.00pm

Genealogy on the go with the iPad
Video presentation by Lisa Louise Cooke
Bookings essential
Members $5.00, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00 – Free for Seniors
Tues. 15 10.00am – 11.30am

DNA – Module 4: Introduction to
DNA Painter by Alan Rhodes
Bookings essential – Members $7.50,
RHSV/CAV/FHC $22.50, non-members $30.00
Tues. 22 10.00am – 12.00pm

DNA Research Tutorial – DNA Painter
by Alan Rhodes
Bookings essential – Members $10.00,
RHSV/CAV/FHC $30.00, non-members $40.00
Thur. 24 12.00pm – 1.00pm

Our forgotten Volunteers – Australians and
New Zealandera with Serbs in World War One
by Bojan Pajic
Bookings essential – Members $5.00,
RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00, non-members $20.00

SEMINARS
Thur. 17 10.00am – 12.00am

Genealogy History and Geography, and
Tracing your Kent Ancestors
Sat. 26

10.00am – 4.00pm

What’s New in Irish Research?
See back inside cover for details of both

C OMPUTER B ASED R ESOURCE
C LASSES
1.30pm to 2.30pm
These small group classes are designed to enable you
to get the most out of the computer-based resources
available in the GSV library and at home.
Tues. 1 findmypastTM, TheGenealogistTM, British
Newspaper ArchiveTM & MyHeritageTM
online – Free for Seniors
Thur. 3 National and State Archives in Australia
– Free for Seniors
Tues. 8 The National Archives (UK) online
– Free for Seniors
Thur. 10 FamilySearchTM online
Tues. 15 GSV library catalogue & databases
Wed. 16 Australian Birth Deaths & Marriages online
Thur. 17 Archives of Scotland, Ireland & Wales online
Tues. 22 AncestryTM online
Thur. 24 Internet for Genealogy
Thur. 31 ScotlandsPeopleTM online (1pm to 2pm)
Bookings essential
Members Free, AIGS/RHSV/CAV $15.00,
non-members $20.00

DISCUSSION CIRCLES
Tues. 1 10.00am – 12.00pm
DNA Genetic Genealogy Study Group (New - booking
required, experienced users only, see website)

Wed. 2 12.30pm – 2.30pm
GSV Writers
Tues. 8 12.30pm – 1.30pm
Counties of Northern England
Wed. 9
DNA

MEETING
Sat. 5
2.00pm
GSV Annual General Meeting

CLASSES
Sat. 5

10.00am – 11.00am

Orientation: introduction to the Society
and our resources

10.30am – 12.00pm

Fri. 11 12.30pm – 2.00pm
South West England Research & Discussion
Wed. 23 12.30pm – 2.00pm
Early English Genealogy – pre 1700
Thur. 24 10.30am – 11.30am
London Research
Fri. 25 10.30am – 11.30am
Victoria and Tasmania
Members Only – Free

Bookings essential – Members Only – Free
Sat. 5

11.15am – 12.30pm

Starting Your Family History:
methodology and resources
Bookings essential
Members Free, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00 – Free for Seniors

F O C U S S E D R E S E A R C H A S S I S TA N C E
Focus your research with experienced
helpers in the Library
Thur. 17 11.00am – 4.00pm – Scotland
Wed. 23 10.00am – 4.00pm – Ireland
Members Free, non-members $30.00
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CLOSED
Tues. 5

Melbourne Cup Day

C OMPUTER B ASED R ESOURCE
C LASSES

What’s On

What’s On at the GSV – November
1.30pm to 2.30pm
These small group classes are designed to enable you
to get the most out of the computer-based resources
available in the GSV library and at home.
Thur. 7 National and State Archives in Australia

TALKS
Thur. 14 12.00pm – 1.00pm

Create Historic Map Collections
Video presentation by Lisa Louise Cooke
Bookings essential – Members $5.00,
RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00, non-members $20.00
Tues. 19 10.00am – 11.30am

DNA – Module 5: Intro to Y DNA
by Alan Rhodes
Bookings essential – Members $7.50,
RHSV/CAV/FHC $22.50, non-members $30.00

Tues. 12 The National Archives (UK) online
Thur. 14 FamilySearchTM online
Tues. 19 GSV library catalogue & databases
Wed. 20 Australian Birth Deaths & Marriages online
Thur. 21 Archives of Scotland, Ireland & Wales online
Tues. 26 AncestryTM online
Thur. 28 Internet for Genealogy
Bookings essential
Members Free, AIGS/RHSV/CAV $15.00,
non-members $20.00

Thur. 21 12.00pm – 1.00pm

How to find early Victorian Land Records
by Ken Smith
Bookings essential – Members $5.00,
RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00, non-members $20.00

DISCUSSION
Wed. 6 12.30pm – 2.30pm
GSV Writers

CIRCLES

Tues. 12 12.30pm – 1.30pm
Counties of Northern England
Wed. 13 10.30am – 12.00pm
DNA

Wed. 6

CLASSES
9.30am – 10.30am

Orientation: introduction to the Society
and our resources
Bookings essential – Members Only – Free
Wed. 6

10.45am – 12.00pm

Starting Your Family History:
methodology and resources
Bookings essential
Members Free, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00

Wed. 13 12.30pm – 2.00pm
South West England Research & Discussion
Tues. 19 12.00pm – 1.00pm
British India
Fri. 22 10.30am – 11.30am
Victoria and Tasmania
Wed. 27 12.30pm – 2.00pm
Early English Genealogy – pre 1700
Thur. 28 10.30am – 11.30am
London Research
Members Only – Free

F O C U S S E D R E S E A R C H A S S I S TA N C E
MEETINGS
Sat. 9
1.00pm
Irish Ancestry Group
Sat. 16 1.00pm
International Settlers Group
Sat. 23 1.00pm
Scottish Ancestry Group

Focus your research with experienced
helpers in the Library
Thur. 21 11.00am – 4.00pm – Scotland
Wed. 27 10.00am – 4.00pm – Ireland
Members Free, non-members $30.00

Bookings in person, via website, email or phone
¢ www.gsv.org.au ¢ gsv@gsv.org.au J 03 9662 4455
New members welcome.
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What’s On

What’s On at the GSV – December
CLOSED
Sat. 21 Dec to Wed. 1 Jan 2020 inclusive
Christmas and New Year break

TALKS
Thur. 12 12.00pm – 1.00pm

Ten ways to use Video for Genealogy
Video presentation by Lisa Louise Cooke
Bookings essential – Members $5.00,
RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00, non-members $20.00

Wed. 4

CLASSES
9.30am – 10.30am

Orientation: introduction to the Society
and our resources
Bookings essential – Members Only – Free
Wed. 4

10.45am – 12.00pm

Starting Your Family History:
methodology and resources

C OMPUTER B ASED R ESOURCE
C LASSES
1.30pm to 2.30pm
These small group classes are designed to enable you
to get the most out of the computer-based resources
available in the GSV library and at home.
Tues. 3 findmypastTM, TheGenealogistTM, British
Newspaper ArchiveTM & MyHeritageTM
online
Thur. 5 National and State Archives in Australia
Tues. 10 The National Archives (UK) online
Thur. 12 FamilySearchTM online
Bookings essential
Members Free, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00

DISCUSSION CIRCLES
Tues. 3 10.00am – 12.00pm
DNA Genetic Genealogy Study Group (New - booking
required, experienced users only, see website)

Bookings essential
Members Free, RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00,
non-members $20.00

Wed. 4 12.30pm – 2.30pm
GSV Writers

F O C U S S E D R E S E A R C H A S S I S TA N C E

Wed. 11 10.30am – 12.00pm
DNA

Focus your research with experienced
helpers in the Library
Thur. 19 11.00am – 4.00pm – Scotland
Members Free, non-members $30.00

Tues. 10 12.30pm – 1.30pm
Counties of Northern England

Wed. 11 12.30pm – 2.00pm
South West England Research & Discussion
Members Only – Free

Bookings in person, via website, email or phone
¢ www.gsv.org.au ¢ gsv@gsv.org.au J 03 9662 4455
New members welcome.

NEED HELP WITH
YOUR RESEARCH?
The GSV Research Team can assist with a variety of
services to suit all research problems including:
• Free 30min eResearch requests for GSV members
• Special Consultations
• Extended Research requests in hourly sessions
• Transcription and Translation Services
See p43 for further details of the Research Services
available or visit our website www.gsv.org.au

GSV Cemetery
Indexing Project
Can you spare a few minutes a day?
Do you prefer to work from home?
Would you like to make a difference by helping
the GSV and the genealogy community?
All you need is a computer and access to a
spreadsheet software program
eg. Excel or even Word.
Please contact cemetery@gsv.org.au
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Seminars and Videos

The
Genealogical
Society of
Victoria Inc

Two Talks
by guest speaker
David Wright
Thursday 17 October
10.00am – 12.30pm
GSV Members $20.00
RHSV/CAV/FHC $30.00
Non-members $40.00

David Wright is a professional genealogist, historian and writer. He has taught
at University College, London, and he is a Fellow of the Society of Genealogists.

Genealogy History and Geography 10.00am – 11.00am
History without geography is meaningless. This talk covers our ancestors' lives in
context: how and why they moved and how such behaviour can be traced. It looks at
county and other boundaries and the restriction of freedom they caused.

Tracing Your Kent Ancestors 11.30am – 12.30pm
Genealogically speaking, Kent is an important maritime county which has played a
prime defensive role in English history. It is large and diverse and replete with great
houses, castles and other family homes, many with their own archives. It is also a
fascinating area of research for historians. This talk is packed with vital information for
anyone researching their own family history.

What's New in Irish Research?
Facilitator Dr Val Noone
Saturday 26 October 10.00am – 4.00pm
GSV Members $50.00
RHSV/CAV/FHC $65.00
Non-members $80.00

Catch up on what's Irish and new on
• findmypast
• Ancestry
• FamilySearch
• irishgenealogy.ie
• Books and URLs
BYO lunch, morning tea provided

Video Presentations
by Lisa Louise Cooke
12.00pm – 1.00pm

Lisa is the author of a number of multi-media
materials, an experienced podcaster and author of
four books on genealogy.

Thursday 12 September: Ten Tech Tools you can't live without
Thursday 10 October: Genealogy on the go with the iPad
Thursday 14 November: Create Historic Map Collections
Thusday 12 December: Ten ways to use Video for Genealogy

GSV Members $5.00
RHSV/CAV/FHC $15.00
Non-members $20.00

Bookings Essential in person, via website, email or phone
¢www.gsv.org.au ¢gsv@gsv.org.au J03 9662 4455

The Melbourne
Exhibition Gardens
by Margaret Vines
Uncle Mick Reilly was a proud gardener at
the establishment of the Exhibition Gardens in
Melbourne. He had arrived in Melbourne from
County Limerick in 1866 and when the old Carlton
Gardens were being redesigned as part of the
grand Exhibition project of the 1870s he became
a gardener there and stayed for the rest of his
working life.
The Exhibition, or Carlton, Gardens were created in
the fashionable ‘Gardenesque’ style, to complement
the new Exhibition Buildings for the Melbourne
International Exhibition of 1880. The
original design which Uncle Mick
helped realise is still visible today –
the grand parterre with its elaborate
Centennial Fountain at the main south
entrance, the grand avenue leading
from the city to this entrance, the
lakes which were part of the pleasure
gardens, the paths, and the huge
plantings of trees. Even the plinth of
bluestones surrounding the gardens
remains – but without the iron railing
fencing it originally carried.
Mick was proud of his work and he
encouraged his nieces and nephews
to come to Melbourne. From Ireland,
three of his nephews followed him into
gardening in Victoria, becoming head
gardeners at Fawkner Park, South Yarra, and at the
Benevolent Homes in Melbourne and Ballarat, while
three of his nieces arrived to stay with him and see

his work at the Exhibition Gardens for the 1888
Melbourne Centennial Exhibition. My great
grandmother was one of Mick’s nieces.

Images: (from top) Melbourne International Exhibition 1880, Original
Lithograph C Troedel & Co 1880, State Library of Victoria Acc. No.
H12988; Main entrance with the Centennial Fountain, and the Grand
Avenue and Lake, parterre and entrance, Melbourne Exhibition
Buildings and Gardens, both in 2015 by Margaret Vines.

Margaret can be contacted at
margtvines@gmail.com
Surnames: Reilly

